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the House of Representative
almost blew the roof off the
building.

On Friday 13th. January

at the sitting of the House
of  Representative in
Belmopan the Prime
Minigter officidly presented
and passed the Bill towrite
off over Seven Hundred
and Eighty lower and
middle income families
debts owed to the Social
Security Board for
housing.

The much anticipated
lowering of the cost of
electricity to the Bdizean
Household, Families and
Businesswas also officialy
announced by our Prime
Minister Hon. Dean Barrow
during the House Mesting.
This reduction in rates
comes as a direct result of
Government’s repatriation
of the control over our
utilities to the people of
Belize via the now 8™,
Amendment.

In his presentation the
PrimeMinister stressed the
dubious manner in which
these unsuspecting home
owners were duped by the
previous PU.P Government
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HON. DEAN BARROW
PrimeMinister of Belize

TE—

when their mortgageswere : _ Countrywide the benefit of

soldandtransferredwithout | nemuchneededreliefwas  home owners strapped In- po goper responsible and

notice from the Housing welcomed by 6?” Beh_zgans debts with _ the compassionate United
andwhenthePrimeMinister Development Finance Democratic

Department to the Social
Security Board.

also announced the
Government plans to bring
imminent relief for those

Cooperation (D.F.C) the
thunderous applause from

THE PRIME MINISTER' STOUR BEGINS!

Bearing giftsfor Hon. Dean Barrow
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Editorial

Belize's Hotels Make
“Trip Advisor’s’ Top 25

'1-.

This past week, we received information that Belize's

Hotels ranked high amongst the top 25 Hotels in Trip
Advisor’s worldwide rating. Frankly speaking, we had no
idea of what Trip Advisor isor what isit al about. So we
did our own research and looked into this matter in depth
just to ensure that at the least we would be able to shine a
little light on the matter with you our faithful readers.

The Phoenix Resort

Trip Advisor has an official website and it states that it is
the world’s largest travel site that enables travelersto plan
and have the most perfect getaway vacation possible. Trip
Advisor claims that it offers trusted advice from real
travelers and a wide variety of travel choices.

Their branded sites make up the biggest travel community
in the world, with more than 50 million different monthly
visitors, and over 60 million reviews and opinions. Not to
mention that together with their 18 subsidiary travel sites
they attract more than 65 million unique monthly visitors.

When it comes to their authoritative ratings for the best
hotels in the world and yes you read correctly IN THE
WORLD, according tothemit'sour very own. The Phoenix
Resort located in San Pedro Town receiving the Traveler’s
Choice 2012 Award, as“The No. 1 Hotel intheWorld”. In
their review Phoenix Resort isdescribeas, “ The best of both
worlds: island life and modern conveniences. An
exceptionally clean property perfect |ocation, superb staff.”

This full service resort boasts a total of 30 luxury condo
units. The Phoenix Resort is managed by Mark Maggiotto
and Stacey Chesnick, they are pretty delighted at the news
of getting the No. 1 award. They are already getting calls
from all over with inquiries about the resort. Stacey said
also that this is not only good news for them but for the
entire country of Belize in terms of international publicity.

She mentioned it was the resort’s first major international
award, and she believes their “ proactive approach to cus
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-tomer service, personal attention to details, and delivery
of memorable service are key to becoming the World's Best
Hotel”.

TheHamanas Adventure and Dive Resort described ssimply
as “absolutely amazing” with 21 rooms located in Hopkins
captured the #3 spot, which meant that Belize got two of
the top three spots.

Hamanas Adventure and Dive Resort

There are severa other categories that are listed by Trip
Advisory besides the list of Top 25 Hotelsin the World.
They, in fact, have alist of the Top 25 Hotelsin Central
America. Inthislistit showsthat Belize secured atotal of
11 awards, 6 of which werein thetop 10, guaranteeing our
rightful place as the paradise on the map of the world.

Xanadu Island Resort

Belize in San Pedro came | The Northern Sar

in #3. Coco Plum Island Newspaper
Resort |ocated in Dangriga

captured the #5 and just

two places down the Publisher:
Turneffe Island Resort got The Northern Star
7th place located in the Newspaper Ltd.

Turneffeldands. Then#10
was captured by Victoria
House located aso in San
Pedro. #13was secured by
Belcampo Lodge in Punta

Executive Director:
Vernon Cutkelvin

Managing Director/
Editor:

Gorda. Las Terazzas _ _
Resort in San Pedro, The Maira Montejo
Lodge at Chaa Creek in

San Ignacio, Matachica The Reporter Press
Beach Resort in San Pedro,

and Grand Caribe Belize #80 Otro Benque Road
Resort and Condominiums OrangeWalk Town

. . Belize, Central America
in  Ambergris Caye

receiving #20, #23, #24

Tel: 629-1308
and #25, respectively. o

636-1409

Continued on page 15 vernoncutkel vin@yahoo.com
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Dr. Errol Elrington

I t was more than fifty

yearsago that agreedy mil-
lionaire sent ayoung, inex-
perienced, intellectually
weak, politically naive,
failed seminarian into poli-
tics to fight for the
capitalist’s interest. Ralph
summarized that misguided
move as. “The mess that
the country isin is because
of the PUP” Failure! Di-
saster! Pobrecito Belice!

THOUGHTSACROSS THE

MILES

MUNICIPAL & NATIONAL ELECTIONS:
ALL ABOUT GIVINGBELIZETO EITHER
ASHCROFT OR TO BELIZEANS

ing Belize. The Jewel was
not, is not now and will
never be for sale - it be-
longs to the PEOPLE. A

TRUE National Hero
NEVER sells
Out....ooo..... NEVER!

Belizeans, UNITE against
all inside and outside
threats! Battle of Saint

George’'s Caye all over
again! Every voter knows
that the PUP is Ashcroft’s
Party. Notice that if the
elections goes Ashcroft’s
way telephone rates will
once again skyrocket - and

shore accounts, N0 money
circulating in the streets.
Forget dividends, assis-
tance programs. Forget
new jobs. Forget decreased
gasprices. Forget new hir-
ing. Forget new careers.
Forget housing, road, infra-
structure and health im-
provements - ALL the
money would go to ONE
FOREIGN MAN.

Aid from countries like
Venezuela and Taiwan
would again be diverted;
rather than given to the
PEOPLE.

History doesNOT actually
repeat itself, instead, the
individuals who refuse to
study the past, end up
making the same silly
moves that idiots have
madeprior. Itisextremely

important to check one's |

ideas for both weakness
and soundness - especially
when others could be

harmed. Bad ideas need
to be discarded.

Belizeisat thecrossroads §

once again.

Another youthful incom-

petent has been put up to o

head the Grand Old Party.

The truth is that the PUP [§

is OVERFLOWING with
individuals who want to
provide service to the
greedy billionaire - for a
price. Again, the sell out
of Belize.

Recall that Smith wrote
about the Belizean who got
money every month from
the Guatemalans; they be-
lieved that they were buy-

Undet the P.U.Ptelephonerates will once again skyrocket

forget about double-up and
triple-up. Water bills will
peak. Electricity rateswill
become astronomical;
rather than fall.

Foreign currency will flee
the country to private off-
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Every asset that now be-
longs to the Government/
PEOPLE will be diverted/
stolen. Airport gone! Port

The PEOPLE’ Smoney, the
PEOPLE’S ail gone...and
SO on and SO
forth...etc...etc...etc.

What happened in the re-
cent past is well known to
al of usvoters. Thanksto
Smith and his book, we
now know exactly what
evil deeds were done and
what lies were told. Not a
one of them in the PUP
camp cared enough about
Belize and Belizeans to
stand up and fight the evil.
The PEOPLE, the voters
themselves, had to kick

them out. The votes will
haveto continue protecting
the Jewel and saving
Belize. 1t will soonbetime
for the PEOPL E to go back
to the polls and decide if
the country should begiven
to a greedy hillionaire for
him to rape COUNTRY
and PEOPLE. | ambetting
that the PEOPLE will
soundly reject Ashcroft.
Remember the idiots that
boasted that they ‘would
vote for a broom if it was
dressed in blueand white' ?

| That few might yet again

vote against Belize and
Belizeans - only time will
tell; but, the vast maority
will vote against Ashcroft.
Belizewill continueto im-
prove! Belizeanswill pros-
per and handsomely!!!

LONGLIVE
BELIZE!

gone! Lands gone! Sea \/QOQTE

gone! Reef gone! Man-
grove gone! DFC money
gone! SSB money gone.

U.D.P
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Continued from front page

its “Pro-People Initiative’
can and has been felt.

In the north no one will
forget the U.D.P
Government’s ten million
dollars bail-out of the entire
Sugar Industry on 25%
November 2010. This bail-
out salvaged the livelihood
of over six thousand farmers
and their families
approximately some 50,000
people in northern Belize
would have been directly
affected was it not for the
efforts of a damn good
government.

After the emergency rescue
of the Sugar Industry the
Prime Minister emphasized
that, “The sugar industry has
to be preserved and the

government recognizes that
it together with BS and the
BSCFA needed to do
whatever was necessary to
ensure that preservation. To
have allowed this thing to
collapse just like that was a
decision that no
compassionate government
could contemplate that no
Prime Minister who has
blood running through his
veins, who is a Belizean
could allow to happen.”

- ¢

PM Dean Barrow

“..that no compassionate government could
contemplate that no Prime Minister who has
blood running through his veins, who is a

Belizean could allow to happen.”

The previous write-off of
some $64,169,886.00 for
housing owed to The Min-
istry of Housing by middle
and lower income families
which was struck off from
the records by Government
in September 2011 has ef-
fectively secured the roof
over the heads of countless
Belizeans.

The quick and seemingly
easy way at which Govern-
ment assisted countless
familiesin the entire Coun-
try of Belize in building
quality brand new houses
and/or re-building their
homes after the various di-
sasters at zero cost to these
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families was absolutely
amazing. Our National
Emergency Management
Organization (NEMO) has
becomethe envy of the gov-
ernmentsof theentireregion
who aredesperately trying to
duplicate our Disaster Pre-
paredness Moddl.

The return of the United
Democratic Party to
government also signaled
the return of the gang-truce
in Belize. This new truce
became possible as a result
of the un-ending efforts of
a Government that was
created by thevery principle
of second chancesthat offers

nolesstoitscitizenry andis
hell bent on leaving no one
behind. Gang related crime
in Belize is on the decline
and will naturally go even
lower because those most
vulnerable to engage in
criminal activities, those
most neglected and
frustrated by and with the
absence of opportunities
have been provided with
various alternatives of
survival by the state. A new
sense of security isbeenfelt
on the otherwise violent
streets of Belize City.

We have been paying our
debts, servicing the Super
Bond; no matter how it was
distastefully accrued by the
previous PU.PAdminidration.

The road for recovery has
been thoroughly paved by
thisU.D.P Government. We
are on that road moving
forward with the
government that have
created ingenious ways of
keeping moniesinthe hands
of the lower and middle
income families of Belize
creating much needed
economic stability among
the major driver and shaker
of the Belizean Economy;
the consumers. FORTHOSE
WHO HAVE EYES LET
THEM SEE!

L
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S TOUR BEGINS!

The Prime Minister Tour

beganin Coroza South East
in the Villages of Chunox
and Caledonia on Sunday,
8th. January and continued
this past Sunday, January
22", in the village of Cristo

Rey.

The United Democratic
Party’s (U.D.P) Standard
Bearer for the Corozal South
East Constituency is Mr.
Raul Rosado.

In Chunox and Caledonia
the Hon. Dean Barrow was
greeted by an enthusiastic
and energetic crowd that
warmly welcomed the Prime
Minister to their Villages.
The U.D.P has never won
this constituency in the
General Elections but the
former Standard Bearer for
the party Mr. Servando
Samos came within
seventeen votes of winning
inthelast Genera Elections.

Theevent wasfilled with the
residence of Chunox and
Caledonia openly
expressing their love and g 1 , L ORA2012
appreciation for the Prime ]
Minister, the United
Democratic Party and their candidate Raul Rosado. Mr. Servando Samos gave histotal endorsement of the candidacy of
Raul Rosado reminding everyonethat in the U.D.Ptheletter U represents united! Cristo Rey had the most massive turn-
out aswhat can only be describe as a sea of red decended in an over milelong motorcade directly to the park in the center
of the villiage where the Prime Minister was welcomed, entertained and presented with gives of love.

Cristo Rey isapart of the Corozal North Constituency that is presently represented by the Hon. Nemencio Acostain the
House of Representative. Hon. Acosta, for his part, gave a resounding endorsement of the new Standard Bearer for the
U.D.Pinthat areaMr. Hugo Patt who along with Raul Rosado isnow poised to deliver their respective seatsfor the U.D.P

Servando Samos endorsing Hon. Nemencio Acosta endorsing
Raul Rosado Hugo Patt
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

CUT THE CRAPAT THE
CHECK POINT!

There IS a Situation that

needs to be address at the
Santa Elena “Border” in
Corozal regarding people
passing through that check
point to go to the Corozal
Free Zone.

The Border Management
Agency (B.M.A) hasbeen
demanding that people
going to the zone alight
their vehicle and present
thelr passport & Immigration.

When questioned the
B.M.A Officers would
respondthat itisthe orders
of Immigration.
Immigration Officers for
their part would respond
that it is necessary
“because peopleliketo use
the excuse that they are
going totheFree Zoneand
then they go to Chetumal
without checking out of
the country.

| ssimply don’t giveadamn
what theexcuseis. First of
all for therecord; the Free
Zone is a part of the
territory of Belize, itisin
the Country of Belize and
thereisabsolutely no need
for any Belizean to present

their passport to any
Immigration Officer, Border
Management Agency

Officia or Police unless
they are leaving the
Country of Belize.

Second is the fact that the
Immigration Building at
Santa Elenain Corozal is
well within Belizean
Territory and not at the
nearest point to the fiscal
boundary of the Border
where it should be. We
have and shall not
surrendered one square
centimeter of Belizean
Sail to any country. The
Mexican Immigration
Building is immediately
after the Bridge on their
side and ours needs to be

immediately before the
bridge on our side, period!

In retrospect we have
allowed people to enter
Belize on a daily basis
without even having to
pass our |mmigration now
that is the real something
that should concern the
Border Management
Agency, Immigration
Official and the Police.

| don’t want to continue
scolding our hard working
peoplebecausel lovethem
but thisstupidity must stop
and stop now! Stop giving
our Belizean People when
they are passing through
your check point a hard
time and despite what you
think the laws are made
and amended in the House
of Representativenot at the
desk of any Civil Servant.

The Constitution of Belize
protects Belizeansfreedom
of movement within their
own country. Do Not
Restrict that freedom for
any reason, period!

In the Bible, the words of
God; we are cautioned not
to add nor subtract from
His Word!

On many occasions | have
seen Civil Servants acting
on instructions from their
supervisors etc. violating
the constitutionally
protected rights of
Belizeans, be forewarned
that we at the Northern Star
Newspaper will not
hesitate to expose your
wrong against therights of
the people of thisthe only
paradise on earth.

Our people need to cut the
crap at the Corozal Santa
Elena Immigration Check
Point now! You will note
that | have not referred to
it as the border because it
Issimply not our border.
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Walking on History

Bones and Ancient Maya Artifacts found under
Burns Avenue in downtown San Ignacio

Saturday, January 21st. 2012

Burns Avenue

San Ignacio Ceramic Vessels

On Satuday, January 21st.
2012 some fortunate
contruction workers
stumbled on an integral
piece of history while do-
Ing excavation work under-
ground on Burns Avenue.

The findings included ce-
ramic vessels and several
human bones believed to
have belong to a Mayan
man.

Dr. Jaime Awe the Director
Institute of Archaeology, in
an interview with Channel
7Newssaid“Ittellsusthat
beneath the street; Burns
Avenue in this case, there
was at one time part of a
settlement, we know that
settlement was part of
greater Cahal Pech.”
“...Burns Avenue, the
town’s main thoroughfare,
was perhaps also the me-
tropolis of a much larger,
exclusive society. A recent

The work being done on
this main street inthe
hearth of downtown San
Ignacio is a part of the
Infrastructural work which
involvestheinstal ations of
storm drainage and the
burying of some power
lines, cables and main wa-
ter pipes.

The construction workers
discovered some ancient

relics and their e =] discovery of
contactor imme- | “|relics dating
diately informed | back to the
the Institute of “|Late Pre-
Archeology ‘IClassic
which promptly - JPeriod of the
responded and ‘&]M ay a
desended on ~ “ICivilization
Burns Avenue [ _ lindicatesthat
fully equipped | Several HumanBones |the ancient
and prepared to Found city of Cahal

Pech extended well beyond
thefoothillsof theexisting
ruin. We says that the
objects recovered from
downtown San Ignacioare
likely linked to an average
family and will be
prominently displayed at a
new Welcome Center to be
erected on Burns Avenue.

begin the time -consuming
process of retriving the ar-
tifacts.

The news of the discovery
spread like wildfire
throughout Cayo and Spec-
tators ran to line the sides
of the ditch in the center of
BurnsAvenueto get aview
of thenumerousMayan Ar-
tifacts being excavated.

Photos courtesy
Channel 7 News
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Chinese New Year Celebrations in Orange Walk

When we celebrate our
New Year’'sonthefirst day
of January, our neighbors
the Chinesecelebratetheirs
on the 24th day of January.

Chinese New Year is the
most important of the
typical traditional Chinese
holidays. It is known as
“Spring Festival”, sincethe
spring season in Chinese
caendar startswith thefirst
solar term in a Chinese
calendar year. It marksthe
end of the winter season.

The Chinese New Year’s
Eveisaday when Chinese
families gather for their
annual reunion dinner
known as “Eve of the
Passing Year”.

Theorigin of Chinese New
Year isitself centuries old
and gains significance
because of the several
beliefs and traditions
associated.

Customs and traditions
concerning the celebration
of the Chinese New Year

L P L
o

|

24700 /2002

e
“I

Live Dragon Dancein front of our neighbors Store

vary widely. Somewill pour
out their money to buy
presents, decoration,
material, food and clothing.

Traditionally every family
thoroughly cleansthe house,
in order to sweep away any
ilI-fortune and to make way
for good incoming luck.

Windows and doors will be
decorated with red color
paper-cutsand coupletswith
popular themes of “good
fortune” or “happiness’,
“wedlth”and “longevity”.

An unforgettable dragon
dance and Lion dance,
iconic festivitieswhich mark
thefirst day of theNew Year
according to the Chinese
lunisolar calendar. It is
believed that the loud beats
of the drum and the
deafening sounds of the
cymbals accompanied with
the lion and dragon masks
can expel evil spirits.

The dance team does mimic
the supposed movements of
thisriver spiritin asinuous,
undulating manner. The

movements in a
performance traditionally
symbolize historical roles
of dragons demonstrating
power and dignity. The
dragon danceisahighlight
of Chinese New Year’'s
celebrations held
worldwide.

Dragons are believed to
bring good luck to people
that is reflected in their
gualitiesthat include great
power, dignity, fertility,
wisdom and auspiciousness.
Thus, they dance in front
of every Chinese owned
business.

The appearance of a
dragon is both frightening
and bold but it has a
benevolent disposition,
and so eventually became
an emblem to represent
imperia authority.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
TOALL BELIZEANS
OF CHINESE
DESCENT !!

THE PRIME MINIS]
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December 21st, 2012,

DOOMSDAY?

Rumors are that on the

21st of December, 2012 the
world will come to an end.
Humansliving on earth will
cease to exist along with
everything else.

There have been many
prophecies of what will
happen on this very day.
Will theworldreally end on
this date as predicted?

According to the Mayan
Calendar astronomical oc-
currences are predicted to
take place on December
21st, 2012, such asthe sun
being aligned directly with
the center of theMilky Way.
If this alignment does hap-
pen it is believed that this
will be an event that will
happen for the first timein
26,000 years.

Yet another interpretation
derived from the Mayan
Calendar is that, there are
have been four past sun
cycleswhich havevanished
at the end of their cycle,
causing great destructionto
the world. As at the mo-
ment we arewithin thefifth
sun cycle, which started
5,106 years ago, thissunis
predicted to cometo an end
on December 21st, 2012,
when it is believed that it
shall cause destruction just
like the previous four sun
cycles ends have.

Let's look a little deeper
into thisCalendar. Accord-
ing to research the calendar
was constructed by an ad-
vanced civilization “The
Mayans’ around 250 - 900
AD. Evidence for the
Mayan empire stretches
around most parts of the
southern states of Mexico
and reaches down to the
current geological locations

of Guatemala, Belize, El
Salvador and some of Hon-
duras. Thepeoplelivingin
Mayan society exhibited
very advanced written

The Tzolkin Mayan
Calendar

skills and had an amazing
ability when constructing
cities and urban planning.

The Mayans used many dif-
ferent calendarsand viewed
time as a meshing of spiri-
tual cycles. The Mayan
Calendars had practical
uses, such associa, agricul-
tural, commercial and ad-
ministrativetasks, therewas
avery heavy religious ele-
ment.

The Mayan's operated on
three separate calendars,
and their method of keep-
ing track of time was very
long and complicated.
Most of these calendars
were short and usually
made up of two calendars
combined.

The Haab, or “vague’ year,
has 365 days and this was
considered as the civil cal-
endar. It is the one most
similar to the our calendar,
it is obviously based on so-
lar observations. It'scalled
the “vague” year because,
unlike our calendar, it does
not includealeap year. The
Haab wasin use by at |east
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100 BC and was created to
be used in conjunction with
the Tzolkin. In point of
fact, onecannot find aHaab
date that is not recorded
with a Tzolkin date within
ancient hieroglyphic texts.

The Tzolkin has 260 days
and it was mainly used for
historical purposes, what
with it being able to define
any date, past or future.
Thisisaso theonethat is
considered to hold the
predicitons for the end of
the world.

These two combined form
synchronized cycles of 52
Haabs, known as the Cal-
endar Rounds. The Haab
and Tzolkinareusually run
for short term cycles of 13
to20days. Thereisanother
form of calendar used to
count longer cycles, this
calendar is called the Long
Round Calendar.

Between these two Mayan
Calendars there have been
many predictions derived
fromtheir complex system.
This system would only be
of use when considering
the 18,980 unique days
over the course of 52 years.

To these systems, the
Mayans aso had the “Ve-
nus Cycle’. Being keen
and highly accurate as-
tronomers they formed a
calendar based on theloca-
tion of Venus in the night
sky. It’s also possible they
did the same with the other
planetsinthe Solar System.

The Mayanshad asolution.
Using an innovative
method, they were able to
expand on the 52 year Cal-
endar Round. The Mayan
Calendar was possibly

based on religious belief,
the menstrual cycle, math-
ematical calculationsusing
the numbers 13 and 20 as
the base units and a heavy
mix of astrological myth.

Theonly principal correla-
tion with themodern calen-
dar is the Haab that recog-
nized the 365 days in one
solar year. Theanswer toa
long calendar could be
foundinthe“Long Count”,
a calendar lasting 5,126
years.

The base year for the
Mayan Long Count begins
at “0.0.0.0.0". Each zero
goes from 0-19 and each
represent atally of Mayan
days. For example, thefirst
day in the Long Count is
denoted as 0.0.0.0.1. On
the 12th day we'll have
0.0.0.0.12, on the 20th day

il e

The HB Mayan

Calendar

it goes up one level and we
will then have 0.0.0.1.0.
This count continues until
0.0.1.0.0 (about one year),
0.1.0.0.0 (about 20 years)
and 1.0.0.0.0 (abou 400
years). Now, if | pick an
arbitrary date of
2.10.12.7.1, thisrepresents
the Mayan date of approxi-
mately 1,012 years, 7
months and 1 day. (2*400
+10*20+12=1,012 years,

Continued on page 9
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December 21st, 2012,

DOOMSDAY?

Continued from page 8
7 months and 1 day).

Thereareacouple of myths
connected to thiswhol e be-
lief of the world ending on
21st December, 2012. But
let’'s see if these actually
have some truth in them.

Myths
Maya Predicted End of
theWorld in 2012

The MayaCalendar doesn’'t
end in 2012 and the an-
cients never viewed that
year as the time of the end
of the world. But Decem-
ber 21st, 2012, was how-
ever significant to the
Maya. During the 2012
winter solstice, time runs
out on the current eraof the
Long Count Calendar,
which began to what the
Maya saw as the dawn of
the last creation period.

In December 2012 the
lengthy era ends and the
complicated, cyclical calen-
dar will over again to Day
Zero, beginning another
enormous cycle.

Breakaway Continents
Will Destroy Civilization

In some 2012 doomsday
prophecies, the Earth be-
comes a deathtrap as it un-
dergoesa“poleshift”. The
planet’s crust and mantle
will suddenly shift, spin-
ning around Earth’sliquid-
iron outer core like an
orange’s peel spinning
around its fleshy fruit.

Some researchers have
speculated that a subtler
shift could occur - for ex-
ample, if thedistribution of
mass on or insidethe planet
changed radically, due to,
say, the melting of ice caps.
Magnetic evidenceinrocks

confirm that continents
have undergone such dras-
tic rearrangement, but the
process took million of
years - slow enough that
humanity wouldn’t have
felt the motion.

GalacticAlignment Spells
Doom

Some sky-watchersbelieve
2012 will close with a ga-
lactic alignment, which will

occur for the first time in
26,000 years. In this sce-
nario, the path of the sun
in the sky would appear to
crossthrough what looksto
be the midpoint of our gal-
axy, the Milky Way, which
in good viewing conditions
appears as a cloudy stripe
across the night sky.

It is feared that this lineup
will somehow expose Earth
to powerful unknown ga-
lactic forcesthat will speed
up its doom - maybe
through a“poleshift” or the
stirring of the super mas-
sive black hole at our
galaxy’s heart. Others may
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see the purported event in
a positive light, as herald-
ing the dawn of a new era
In human realization.

Maya astronomers built
observatories and, by ob-
serving the night skies and
using mathematics, learnt
to accurately predict
eclipses and other celestia
phenomena. The start date
of the current cycle was
likely tied to a solar zenith
passage, when the sun

crosses directly overhead,
and its terminal date will
fall on aDecember solstice,
perhaps by design.

Planet X Ison aCollision
Coursewith Earth

Some say it's out there: a
mysterious Planet X, aka
Nibiru, on a collision
course with Earth - or at
least a disruptive flyby.

A direct hit would obliter-
ate Earth it's said. Even a
near miss some fear, could
shower Earth with deadly
asteriod impactshurled our
way by the planet’s gravi-

tational wake.

Could such an unknown
planet really be headed our
way in 2012, even just a
little bit? Well, of course,
no. “Thereisno object out
there,” NASA astrobiolo-
gist Morrisonsaid. “That'’s
probably the most straight-
forward thing to say.”

Solar Storms to Savage
Earth

In some 2012 disaster sce-
narios, our own sun is the
enemy. Our nice, warm star
supposedly will produce
lethal eruptions of solar
flares, turning up the heat
on us.

Solar activity expands and
decreases according to ap-
proximately 11-year cycles.
Big flares can indeed dam-
age communications and
other Earthly systems, but
scientists have no indica-
tionsthe sun, at least in the
short term, will unleash
stormsstrong enough to fry
the planet.

Maya Had Clear Predic-
tionsfor 2012

If the Maya didn’t expect
the end of time in 2012,
what exactly did they pre-
dict for this year? Many
scholarswho’ vepored over
the scattered evidence on
Maya monuments say the
empire didn’t leave a clear
record predicting that any-
thing specific would hap-
penin 2012.

The Mayadid pass down a
graphic end-of-the-world
scenario, described on the
final page of a circa-1100
text known as the Dresden

Continued on page 14
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Francine Burns

LLB (Hons); Postgraduate Employed at Belize Sugar

Diploma in Professional Industries Limited; Active

Legal Skills; Barrister Member of Orange Walk
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Ivan leiva— Mayoral Candidale
Employed at Santiago Castillo Group of Companies:
Pursuing Bachelors Degree in Business Administration
at Galen University

Fiona Liu Mazier - BBA Lionel Leon Palacio
majoring in Human Teacher at New Hope High B
Resource Management; School; known as “Mista P".
Management and Accounting  Building Designer and Music
Teacher at Mufiles Junior Instructor .
College 4
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Carlos “Charlie” Peralta Carlos "Charlie” Slusher
Justice of the Peace; Goalkeeper for the Belize
Insurance Sales National Football Team.
Representative at RF&G Bachelors Degree in Business
Insurance; Active member Administration. Works at
in Catholic Church Parish National Sports Council as
! National Sports Coordinator
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P
INSTITUTE OF CREATIVE ARTS

Bliss Centre for the Performing Arts © Southern Foreshore © PO.Box [204 ¢ Belize City, Belize
Tel: 501-227-2110/ 2458 o Fax: 501-227-0726  © Email ica@nichbelize.org

PRESS RELEASE- For Immediate Release

The Toucan Education Programs of Belize & The Belisle’ Art Gallery Presents:

“Sketching My Way”’
An Exhibit by Stacy Rodriguez

Wednesday, January 18, 2012.

Announcing the opening of a news exhibit, on Friday January 20,
2012 at the Belide Art Gallery at 7:00 p.m.

Belizean born, creative and self thought artist, Stacy Rodriguez will
for the first time be holding a solo exhibit.

Ms. Rodriguez has always had a natural inclination for the artsin all
forms, she began sketching at an early age and it quickly became one
of her favorite thingsto do in her free time.

Sheisadaughter of the west, having grown-up and still living in San
Ignacio, Cayo. She has worked with various community organiza-
tions and was the Executive Assistant for Mary Open Doors; she cur-
rently works for Toucan Education Programs.

Though thisisher first solo exhibition, she has participated
in Women in Art 2011 and the Cayo Arts Collection 2011.
| “1 sometimes use a mixture of regular sketch pencils and
colored pencilsto do my pieces. Some are from my imagi-
nation, while others are specially requested by ethusiast,”
she shares. Her sketches are in the homes of others, both
locally and internationally in places such as San Ignacio,
Belize City, Washington DC, Philadelphia, Floridaand New
York.

“ Sketching my way” will be on display at the Belisle’ Art
Gallery at the Bliss up until the end of February, 2012 all
are invited to attend.

Themediaisinvited for a sneak peak and chitchat with the artist/s on Friday, January 20th,
2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Belisle’ Art Gallery.

If you would like more information/pictures/footage of the event or to schedule and interview please call Shari
Williams at House of Culture (227-3050) or email shari@nichbelize.org
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The Attorney General Address
at the Opening of the Supreme Court 2012

Session

May it please your Lord-
ships

Your Excellency the Gover-
nor General, Sir Colville
Young, Chief Justice Mr.
Kenneth Benjamin, Presi-
dent of the Court of Appea
Mr. Manuel Sosa, Justicesof
the Supreme Court, Mrs.
Cheryl Krusen, Solicitor
General, Mrs. Cheryl-Lynn
Vidal, Director of Public
Prosecutions, Miss Cynthis
Pitts, the Ombudsman, Miss
Velda Flowers, Registrar of
the Supreme Court, Ms. Ann
Marie Smith, Chief Magis-
trate, and other Magistrates,
Miss Margaret Nicholas,
Director of Family Court,
Mrs. Jacqudine Marshdleck,
Presdent of theBdizeBar As-
sociation, Members of the
Diplomatic Corps, Members
of the Clergy, Members of
the Inner and Utter Bar,
Commissioners of the Su-
preme Court, Justices of the
Peace, Court Staff, ladies
and gentlemen.

We are met once again to
observe the opening of the
legal year of the Supreme
Court for the year 2012.
This opening was fittingly
preceded by the church ser-
vice at Wesley Methodist
Church, for our judiciary
and the members concerned
with the administration of
our justice. Indeed wewere
reminded how much a part
of our duty is posited upon
the commandments of God
and indeed each of us, upon
taking up our respective du-
ties were either affirmed or
sworn upon an oath to per-
form our duties.

This outgoing year was in-
teresting and full of events.
The earlier part of the year,
our Supreme Court was pre-

sided over by acting Chief
Justice Mr. Samuel Awich,
who did asplendid job and
for which government and
the people of Belize are
extremely grateful. We've
al so seen Justice of Appeal
Manuel SosaC.B.E (Com-
mander of the British Em-
pire) elevated to the posi-
tion of president of our
Court of Appeal. Our
courts and magistrate
courts, right up to the Court
of Appeal have experienced
a busy year throughout
2011 with quite a bit of

After careful consideration,
we unanimously agreed
and recommended to our
Honourable Prime Minister
that your lordship Kenneth
Benjamin be appointed as
Chief Justicein accordance
with our constitution. This
has been duly done and |
again welcome you, our
Chief Justice, on behalf of
the government and people
of Belize.

This administration is not
insensitive to the crime
situation and has revisited

Chief Justice Benjamin inspecting the Guard of
Honour

work spilling over to the
year 2012.

During the year our Prime
Minister appointed a select
committee comprising of
myself as Chairman, Presi-
dent of theBar Association,
Mrs. Jacqueine Marshdleck,
learned Senior Counsel,
MesssDerek Courtney and
Michael Young, as well as
Mr. Pat Bernard, Chairman
of the Public Services
Commission to recommend
a suitable candidate to fill
thevacant position of Chief
Justice of Belize.
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it fromtimetotimeandin-
troduced such legislations
with a view to assisting in
deterrence and commission
of such crimes. From my
point of view, Restore
Belize, withitsmany prong
approach to the problem
has been so far successful.
It is an ongoing process
which does take time and
requisite patience. When
last | referred to certain
piecesof legislationswhich
were aimed at addressing
the crimesituation, such as
the Crime Control and
Criminal JusticeAct, the
Firearms (Amendment)

Act, the Interception of
CommunicationsAct, the
Criminal Code (amend-
ment) Act, just to mention
afew. Sincethen we have
passed several other acts
including but not limited to
the Electricity (Amend-
ment) Act, 2011, Indictable
Procedure (Amendment)
Act, 2011, Juries (Amend-
ment) Act 2011, Supreme
Court of Judicature
(Amendment) Act, 2011
and Belize Telecommuni-
cation Limited (Amend-
ment) Act, 2011.

Under the period under re-
view we had the services of
a draft expert from the
Commonwealth Secretariat
in the person of Mrs.
Segametsi Mothibathsela
of Botswana, who assisted
usvery well indrafting and
conducting training exer-
CiSes.

We promised to provide
training for al the magis-
trates as well as clerks of
courts, in further strength-
ening the courts in the ad-
ministration of justice. We
aways have the need for
education and training both
at the bench and bar level
in order to enhance the de-
livery of judicial servicesto
the public.

Mrs. Margaret McKenzie
who was Chief Magistrate
IS now in retirement from
that post, and | wish to
record our sinceregratitude
for the excellent work she
provided while sheheld the
post. Sheisnow succeeded
by our present Chief Mag-
istrate Ms. Ann Marie
Smith, who has taken over

Continued on page 19
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FOOD AND NUTRITION

10 Surprising Health Benefits of Beer

By LisaCollier Cool
January 09, 2012

Beer drinkersregjoice: Your
favorite brew may be
healthier than you think.

For years, wine drinkers
have indulged without
guilt, revealing inthe news
that red wine can help pro-
tect against heart disease.
Recent research showsthat
beer can aso be good for
what ails you, from reduc-
ing risk for broken bonesto
helping warding off diabe-
tes and mental decline. It
can even increase longev-
ity, alarge study suggests.

However, the key to tap-
ping into beer’s benefitsis
moderation, meaning just
one 12-ounce beer per day
for women and two for
men. Heavy drinking ups
the threat of liver damage,
some cancers, and heart
problems. Bingeing on
brewskis can also makeyou
fat, since a 12-ounce regu-
lar beer has about 150 calo-
ries, while light beer has
about 100.

Here are 10 surprising -
and healthy - reasons to
cheer about your next
beer.

1. Stronger Bones

Beer containshigh levelsof
silicon, which is linked to
bone health. In a 2009
study at Tufts University
and other centers, older
men and women who
swigged one or two drinks
daily had higher bone den-
sity, with the greatest ben-
efits found in those who
favored beer or wine.
However, dowing more
than two drinks was linked
to increased risk for frac-
tures.

For the best bone-building
benefits, reach for pale ale,

since a 2010 study of 100
types of beer from around
the word identified these
brews asrichest in silicon,
while light lagers and non-
alcoholic beers contained
the least.

2. A Sronger Heart

A 2011 analysis of 16 ear-
lier studiesinvolving more
than 200,000 people, con-
ducted by researchers at
Italy’s Fondazion di
Ricercae Cura, found a 31
percent reduced risk of
heart disease in those who
quaffed about apint of beer
daily, while risk surged in
those who guzzled higher
amounts of alcohol,
whether beer, wine, or spir-
its.

More than 100 studies also
show that moderate drink-
ing trims risk of heart at-
tacks and dying from car-
diovascular diseaseby 25t0
40 percent, Harvard re-
ports. A beer or two a day
can help raise levels of
HDL, the “good” choles-
terol that helps keep arter-
ies from getting clogged.

3. Healthier Kidneys

A study in Finland singled
out beer among other alco-
holic drinks, finding that
each bottle of beer men
drank daily lowered their
risk of developing kidney
stones by 40 percent. One
theory is that beer’s high
water content helped keep
kidneys working, since de-
hydration increases kidney
stone risk.

It's also possible that the
hops in beer help curb
leeching of calcium from
bones; that “lost” calcium
also could end up in the
kidneys as stones.

4. Boosting Brain Health
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A beer aday may help keep
Alzheimer’s disease and
other dementia at bay, re-
searchers say.

A 2005 study tracking the
health of 11,000 older
women showed that mod-
erate drinkers (those who
consumed about one drink
aday) lowered their risk of
mental decline by as much
as 20 percent, compared to
non-drinkers. In addition,
older women who downed
a drink a day scored as
about 18 months
“younger”, on average, on
tests of mental skills than
the non-drinkers.

5. Reduced Cancer Risk

A Portuguese study found
that marinating steak in
beer eliminates almost 70
percent of the carcinogens,
called heterocyclic amines
(HCAS) produced when the
meat is pan-fried. Re-
searchers theorize that
beer’s suger help block
HCAs from forming.

Scientists also have found
that beer and wine contain
about the same levels of
antioxidants, but the anti-
oxidants are different be-
cause the flavonoids found
in hops and grapes are dif-
ferent.

6. Boosting Vitamin L ev-
els

A Dutch study, performed
at the TNO Nutrition and
Food Research Institute,
found that beer-drinking
participants had 30 percent
higher levelsof vitamin B6
levels in their blood than
their non-drinking counter-
parts, and twiceas much as
wine drinkers. Beer also
contains vitamin B12 and
folic acid.

7. Guarding Against

Stroke

Researchersat the Harvard
School of Public Health
found that moderate
amounts of alcohol, includ-
ing beer, help prevent
blood clotsthat block blood
flow to the heart, neck and
brain - the clots that cause
ischemic stroke, the most
common type.

8. Reduced Risk for Dia-
betes

Drink up: A 2011 Harvard
study of about 38,000
middle-aged men found
that when those who only
drank occasionally raised
their acohol intake to one
to two beersor other drinks
daily, their risk of develop-
ing type 2 diabetes dropped
by 25 percent. The re-
searchers found no benefit
to quaffing more than two
drinks. The researchers
found that alcohol in-
creases insulin sensitivity,
thus hel ping protect against
diabetes.

9 Lower Blood Pressure

Wineisfinefor your heart,
but beer may be even bet-
ter: A Harvard study of
70,000 women ages 25 to
40 found that moderate
beer drinkers were less
likely to develop high
blood pressure - a major
risk factor for heart attack
- than women who sipped
wine or spirits.

10. Longer Life

Ina2005 review of 50 stud-
ies, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) re-
ported that moderate drink-
erslivelonger. The USDA
also estimates that moder-
atedrinking prevents about
26,000 deaths ayear, dueto
lower rates of heart disease,
stroke, and diabetes.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION

| ngredients
Salad

1 lettuce - leaves removed
& washed, base chopped
and discarded

4 slices of bacon, dices
(short cut) all fat removed
2 slices bread, cubed

1 clove garlic cooked
Shaved or grated parmesan
cheese (optional)

Dressing

1 clove garlic - cooked

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
2 tablespoon lemon juice
2 teaspoon Worcestershire
sauce

2 tablespoon olive ail

Method

1. Inpan fry bacon with a
quick spray of olive oil
spray in pan. Set asideand

Grilled Chicken Ceaser Salad

W

e,

once cooled chop into
chunks. In the same
frypan, drizzle a splash of
olive oil and on low heat
fry for 30 seconds the
dliced garlic, remove and

set aside. Keep frying pan
going place bread into
frypan and cook until
crispy. Take off and cut off
crusts and then cube, set
aside.

2. To make the dressing,
placedl thedressing ingre-
dientsin a small bowl and
whisk until combined - al-
ternatively placeinajar and
shake.

3. Heat frypan and panfry
chicken breast each side of
around 3-5 minutes and
placeinto ovenfor afurther
10 minutestofinish off. Set
aside to rest, season with
pepper, after 5 mins slice
chicken.

4. In alarge bowl, place
chopped lettuce, bacon,
garlic and dressing mixture
and mix around with tongs
until all ingredients are
dlightly coated. Place on
plate, sprinkle croutons.

5. Place sliced chicken on
top of salad.

December 21st, 2012,

DOOMSDAY?

Continued from page 9

Codex. The document de-
scribes a world destroyed
by flood, a scenario imag-
ined in many cultures and
probably experienced, on a
less apocalyptic scale, by
ancient peoples. Itiscom-
pared to our own New Year
period, when the closing of
an era is accompanied by
frenetic activities and
stress, followed by arebirth
period, when many people
take stroke and resolve to
begin living better.

The Mayan Prophecy is
completely based on the
assumption that something
bad is going to happen
when the Long Count Cal-
endar runs out. But when
doesthe Long Count ends?

TheMayaused the numbers
of 13 and 20 at the root of
their numerical systems, the
last day could occur on
13.0.0.0.0 and this repre-
sents 5,126 years and the
Long Count started on
0.0.0.0.0, which corre-
sponds to the modern date
of August 11th 3114 BC.
The Mayan Long Count
ends 5,126 years later on
December 21st, 2012,

When anything ends, even
if it is an ancient calendar
people speculate the most
extremepossibilitiesfor the
end of civilization as we
know it. Archaeologists
and mythologists on the
other hand believe that the
Mayans predicted an age of
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enlightenment  when
13.0.0.0.0 comes around,;
there isn’t actually much
evidenceto suggest dooms-
day will strike. If anything,
the Mayans predict a reli-
gious miracle, not anything
sinsister.

The Mayan Doomsday
Prophecy is purely based
on a calendar which most
of us believe hasn't been
designed to calculate dates
beyond 2012. It isin de
bate asto whether the Long
Count isdesigned to bere-
set to 0.0.0.0.0 after
13.0.0.0.0, or whether the
calendar simply continues
to 20.0.0.0.0 (approxi-
mately 8000 AD) and then
resent asKarl Kruszelnicki

brilliantly writers:

“...when a calendar comes
totheend of acycle, it just
rolls over into the next
cycle. Inour Western soci-
ety, every year 31 Decem-
ber is followed, not by the
End of the World, but by 1
January. S0 13.0.0.0.0 in
the Mayan Calendar will
be followed by 0.0.0.0.1 -
or good-ol’ 22 December
2012, with only a few shop-
ping days left to Christ-
mas.” - Excerpt from Dr.
Karl’'s “Great Moments in
Science”.

-End-
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Editorial

Belize's Hotels Make
“Trip Advisor’s’ Top 25

Continued from page 2

Now if you arethinking of going on vacation anytime soon
and you are in the mood for class, royal treatment, exotic
nature at its best, delicious food, the greatest drinks and
entertainment along with the finest people anywherein the
world, may we suggest that you should try, home. Trust the
people that 65 million monthly visitor’s trust and stay in
Belizewhy look further if we own the best paradise anyone
can dream of. We havealist of over 11 beautiful, amazing
and relaxing world wide recognized resorts we can run off
to.

The next time before you decided to go abroad in order to
just relax yourself simply look in your own back yard at
the paradise you call home.

rt

Grand Caribe Be_li;e Resort and Matachica Beach Resort
Condominiums
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THE ORIGINAL BELIZECITY MARKET
AT THE FOOT OF THE SWING BRIDGE

DOWNTOWN DANGRIGA
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THE PRIME MINISTER'STOUR BEGINS!
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Your Weekly Horoscope

@ Capicorn
December 22 - January 19
You should sit downwith a
pad and paper and detail
your strategy for the next
few months or years.
Things are looking up, and
you’ ve got to make a go of
it.

i f'_\ ¥
ﬁ : J Aquarius

January 20 - February 18

You should take alittle ex-
tra care with business this
week. Things aren’t quite
as they appear to be, and
that could put youinaweird
position if you start to see
thingsin a particular way.

.-'" B
-.-r'.-' . 4
-7 .

“"‘ = Pisces
February 19 - March 20

Your relationshipsarequite
important, especially on a
week like this. You may
need to share something
that’s been hidden for a
while, or just listen as a
good friend confides in
youl.

¢-"‘ |
L -‘?"_'_. 7 Aries

March 21 - April 19

You should do whatever
you can to stick to your rou-
tinesthisweek - otherwise,
you may find that your en-
ergy is spent on putting out
fires or otherwise wasted.
Sometimes boredom is an
asset!

A5

el Taurus
April 20 - May 20

You are having agreat time
this week - all that good
energy is making you feel
the love, and at least one
other personissureto join
you. Thingslook good, so
make sure that you're on
top of the scene!

Ui

~ Gemini
May 21 - June 20

You can't reach your fam-
ily well thisweek, either be-
cause they are actualy in-
accessible by phone or
email or because they are
unable to hear what you're
saying. Things may look
different in acoupleof days.

>
$ Cancer

June 21 - July 22

Try to reach out and really
communicate this week -
thereis at least one person
who needs to hear some
plain, honest truth. That
can be hard at work or even
inafamily, but you canfind

away.

@)
“#’ Leo
July 23 - August 22

You need to deal with afi-
nancial knot this week -
otherwise, you may find
that your energy is better
spent on other practical is-
sues. Make sure that your
time is spent handling the
problems that matter.

Virgo
August 23 - September 22

You may find that all that
hard work you've put in
over the weeks or years fi-
nally pays off this week.
Your energy isinsync with
the rest of the world, and
you should find that you
win big as aresult.

. Lrbra
September 23 - October 22

You need to show off your
perceptive side - thereis at
|east one person who needs
to see that you have been
watching. Thegood newsis
that your low-key energy is
perfect for observation.

3
% Scorpio
October 23 - November 21

Your need to take care of
your secretsis quite strong
right now, which could
mean that you’'ve got to
grab afriend and prep them
for their eventual interroga-
tion. You can make it hap-
pen!

A

"x K
Sagr ttarius

November 22 - December 21

You can’t handle authority
with your usual good grace
thisweek, so make surethat
you're keeping it as quiet
as can be when you’ re get-
ting that lecture. Things
should shake out in a few
days, though.

Jokes of the Week

A man and hiswife are driving down the road when a cop

pulls them over.

The cop says to the man, " Do you know that you were

speeding?’

Themanreplies, " Nosir, | didn't know | was speeding.”

The mans wife then yells, " Yes you did, you knew you
wer e speeding |'ve been telling you to slow down for

miles."

"SHUT UP!" theman saysto hiswife, " Shut thehell up,

just sit back and be quite."

Then the cop says, " well, sincel've got you pulled over

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

did you know that the tag on your license plate is ex-
pired?" "No Sir" themanreplies, " | did not know that"

"WHATEVER!"

Hiswife yells, " 1've been telling you to go get it up to
datefor 2 whole months now!"

" Shut up" the man yellsto hiswife again!

" Sit back and shut up, mind your own business!”

Curios, the cop walks over to the woman's side of the car
and asks her, " Does he alwaystalk to you this way?"
"No" shereplies," Only when he'sdrinking!"
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quite smartly (efficiently).
On behalf of the Govern-
ment of Belizeand my min-
istry and the people of
Belize we sincerely wel-
come her.

We have also appointed
three more senior magis-
tratesin addition to theone
aready in place, to provide
moreefficient serviceinthe
judiciary. Oneof the senior
magistrates is now sta-
tioned in Belmopan, and is
in charge of the Belmopan
Magistrate Court, the San
Ignacio Magistrate Court
and the BenqueVigo Mag-
istrate Court, another se-
nior magistrateis stationed
in Corozal andisin charge
of the Orange Walk Mag-
istrate Court and the
Corozal Magistrate Court.
Thethird of thethreenewly
appointed senior magis-
trates is in charge of the
Stann Creek Magistrate
Court, the Punta Gorda
Magistrate Court aswell as
the court we are now estab-
lishing in Independence
Village, which will soon be
operating as soon as suit-
able living accommoda-
tions are required for the
magistratetoresidein. The
court building and furnish-
ings are aready provided.

| promise that we would
seek to have only fully
gualified Attorneys at law
appointed as magistrates.
This is happening at a
guick pace and we have al-
ready appointed four Attor-
neys at law as magistrates.
We hope to have with us at
the end of this academic
year Mr. Dale Cayetano,
Mrs. Kathleen Lewis and
Mr. Hurl Hamilton asfully
gualified magistrates. Mr.

Emmerson Banner, Mr.
Leslie Hamilton and Mrs.
Aretha Ford who are now
pursuing further legal stud-
iesin order that each fulful
thenew criteriafor appoint-
ment as magi strate and will
soon rejoin us upon their
return from study leave.

It would be remiss of me
not to mention again
Belize's accession to the

Caribbean Court of Justice
- CCJ. It may be recalled
that last year | stated that
Belize would slowly but
deliberately become a
member of the CCJ. We
have been served very well
by the CCJ, and aready it
must be obviousthat Belize
Is taking full advantage of
its membership. | believe
that it is a'so a meaningful
suggestion at this stage that

we in Belize should do our
own part - Bench and Bar -
and seek to institute contin-
ued legal education to grow
our jurisprudence.

We have aways provided
for the comfort of our
courts in accordance with
our needs and ability and
will continueto do so. Our

Continued on page 20

Belize Water Service Limited
Public Relations Office

7 Central American Blvd.e PO. Box 150
Belize City, BelizeoTel: (501) 222-4757, Ext. 281

www.bws.com.bz
Contact: PR@bwsl.com.bz

Public Notice
January 5, 2012

BWS submits Annual Review Proceedings (APR) application

On December 23, 2011, Belize Water Services Limited (BWS) submitted its formal notification for
an Annua Review Proceeding to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the determination or
confirmation of the regulated values, rates, tariffs, fees and charges for the period April 1, 2012

through to March 31, 2013.

This submission is being made in accordance with Section 27, Part IV of Statutory Instrument 67 of
2002. The submission officially commences the company’s Annual Tariff Review Proceeding.

BWS hasinformed the PUC that the company is not seeking any changein tariffs. BWS's
submission isavailable for viewing at the branch offices of BWS and on its
website at www.bws.bz, and at the PUC office at 41 Gabourée Lane, Belize City,

and the PUC website at www.puc.bz.

Members of the public may participate in the ARP by submitting written com-
mentson BWS' submission to the PUC by January 13, 2012, by email at
info@puc.bz or in writing at the PUC office.

Where any person submits comments or information purported to be factual, such comments or
information shall be accompanied by a sworn affidavit.

Three copies of al applications, reports, documents, comments or information provided by mem-
bers of the public shall be filed at the PUC’s office and a copy shall be provided to BWS at its
principa office of business on the same day.

The PUC isrequired to issue an Initial Decision on the submission by January 23, 2012.

The licensee or an interested party representing users of at least 10% of the water supplied in the
preceding year may submit written comments on the Initial Decision within 15 days.

Where there is no objection to the Initial Decision the PUC shall adopt it asits Final Decision.

BWS- Delivering Water and More...

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



mailto:vernoncutkelvin@yahoo.com
http://www.bws.com.bz
mailto:PR@bwsl.com.bz
http://www.bws.bz
http://www.puc.bz
mailto:info@puc.bz
http://www.pdffactory.com

Page 20 - Northern STAR -Tel: 629-1308 or 636-1409 - Email: vernoncutkelvin@yahoo.com - Tuesday January 24, 2012

The Attorney General Address
at the Opening of the Supreme Court 2012

Session

Continued from page 19

attention and care are also
directed to the safety of our
magistrates and judges. |
assure you that this will
continue to be so.

As far as | am aware we
have observed, the rule of
law and the doctrine of
separation of power. Our
Prime Minister continuesto
display high regard for the
independence of the judi-
ciary.

In relation to my own min-
istry, we are extremely for-
tunate in being able to at-
tract the services of Mrs.
Cheryl Krusen, SC as our
Solicitor General, who has
succeeded Mr. Oscar
Ramjeet, our outgoing So-
licitor General, for whose
serviceswewere extremely
grateful. Solicitor General
Mrs. Cheryl Krusen S.C.
comes with awhole wealth
of experience, and fromany
non-myopic point of view
it can bereadily apined that
our Solicitor General is
worth every ouncein gold.
She is very diligent, effi-
cient and hard-working.
She has the attribute of a
good administrator. Recent
additions to our ministry
include Mr. Herbert Panton,
Attorney at law, as well as
Mr. Ed Usher, who has re-
cently returned from the
University of the West
Indies where he has com-
pleted the first set of re-
quirement for his masters
degreein Legal Drafting at
Cave Hill. He now joins
our ministry as a legal
draftsman.

We are in the process of
renovating our Belmopan
Offices to ensure that we
have the space required to

accomodate more Counsel
andto provideall staff with
a more comfortable work-
ing environment, and the
tools with which to work.
Given the volume of our
work, this expansion has
been well needed and
deeply appreciated. Our
Office of International Le-
gal Cooperation, headed by
aDirector, hashad its scope
widened and renamed, In-
ternational Legal Affairs
Section, headed by a
Deputy Solicitor Generd in
the person of Ms. Iran
Tillett-Dominguez.

Along with our renovation
and expansion of the

erwise bereft of same,
when they journey to
Belize City and leave the
officein Belmopan. Given
that our courts have such a
presencein Belize City, our
Offices here will be very
much used.

Our ministry has already
established aLaw Revision
Unit of which we are re-
ceiving full support from
the Commonwealth Secre-
tariat and CARICOM. The
revision unit is headed by
Justice Dr. Zuru supported
by staff we have provided.
Dr. Zuru has aready been
appointed by me as Law
ReV|S|on Commlssmner

il 3

/- -I: '1* 4

e S

Members of the Judiciary and Bar Parade

Belmopan Office, we have
al so received the support of
the Honourable Prime Min-
ister in opening Offices of
the Attorney General’s
Ministry on Albert Street,
in Belize City. This reno-
vation has allowed the
AG’'sMinistry to be served
the requisite notices and
other legal documentsat its
Belize City Office as well
as provide the dire needed
administrative support for
our Counsel who are oth-
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Hiswork ison the verge of
completion and arrange-
ments are being made for

the laws of Belize to be
printed. I’verequested and
received full support from
the Honourable Prime Min-
ister for the publication of
the laws expeditioudly.

In addition to the revision
of the laws of Belize, the
Attorney General’s Minis-
try also upgrading its web
site to provide the newly
revised laws of Belize to
the practitioners and pub-
licinasustainable manner.
Lawswill beabletoberead
online, and purchased for
printing. The website will
also feature certain infor-
mation of our legal frater-
nity and judiciary along
with somegeneral informa-
tion to users seeking to
know more about thejuris-
prudence of Belize.

Without repeating the
names of my staff, whose
names |I’ve mentioned at
my last address, | wish to
say that all my staff mem-
bersareworking quite well
and in most instances be-
yond the call of duty, even
when they have been called
to work on Saturday, Sun-
day or early as 6am on a
Monday. Mr. LewisBelisle
has also been doing hispart
in order to keep us going
and to see to the needs of

Continued on page 23
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NC pand: Serilization victims should get

$50K

Sadie Long, left, of Charlotte, N.C. talks to sterilization victim
Lela Dunston, 63

By Martha Waggoner

Raleigh, N.C. - Asmany as
2,000 people forcibly ster-
ilized decades ago in North
Carolina should get
$50,000 each, a task force
said Tuesday, marking the
first time astate has moved
to compensate victims of
eugenics programs that
weeded out the “feeble-
minded” and others deemed
undesirable.

The payout of up to $100
million still needs approval
from the Legislature. But
passage of some sort of
compensation isconsidered
promising, sincethe Demo-
cratic governor immedi-
ately embraced the task
force recommendation, and
the Republicanleader of the
state House has said thevic-
tims should get payments.

While dozens of states had
programs in the 20th cen-
tury that allowed people to
be sterilized against their
will inthe name of improv-
Ing the human race, none of
the others has offered any-
thing more than apol ogies.

Compensation “sends a
clear message that we in
North Carolina are people
who pay for our mistakes

and that we do not tolerate
bureaucracies that trample
on basic human rights,”
said panel chairwoman Dr.
Laura Gerald, a pediatri-
cian.

More than 7,600 people
were surgically rendered
unable to reproduce in
North Carolina from 1929

to 1974
under
state laws
and prac-
tices that
singled
out epi-
leptics
and oth-
ers con-
sidered
mentally defective. Many
were poor, black women
deemed unfit to be parents.

A task forcereport last year
said 1,500 to 2,000 of the
victims were still alive,
though the state has verified
only 72 so far.

Last year, Governor Beverly
Perdue created the five per-
son task forceto decide how
to compensate victims. |t
consisted of ajudge, adoc-
tor, a former journalist, a
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Gerald urged passage:
" Any state or group of
people can make a mis- REK:Xs
take, but it takes cour age SULUES
and strength of character
to acknowledge wrongs (R
and try toright them."

historian and a lawyer.

The panel had discussed
amounts between $20,000
and $50,000, and somevic-
tims and family members
had bitterly complained
that the payouts were too
low. The panel also
weighed whether to com-
pensate victims' family
members or descendants -
some peoplewere sterilized
after giving birth - but de-

4 cided against it.

On Tuesday, some victims
said they were simply |ook-
ing forward to seeing the
Issue resolved.

Elaine Riddick, 57, was
sterilized at 14 after she
gavebirthtoasonwhowas
the product of arape.

While taking away
someone’s ability to have
children sounds barbaric
today, eugenics programs
gained
popular-
ity in the
U.S. and

in the

promoted
as a
means of
raising the overall health
and intellectual level of the
human race.

More than 30 states en-
acted laws allowing surgi-
cal sterilization for certain
people, though not all of
them carried out such pro-
cedures. Morethan 60,000
wereforcibly sterilized un-
der such programs, and
some historians think the
same thing was done to
thousands more in other
states under the authority

of doctorsor local officials.

Most states abandoned
those efforts after World
War |1 when such practices
became closely associated
with Nazi Germany’s ef-
forts to achieve racia pu-
rity, though North Carolina
stood out because it actu-
ally ramped up its program
after thewar. Sterilizations
inNorth Carolinapeakedin
the 1950s, according to
state records.

Peopleasyoung as 10 were
sterilized, in somecasesfor
not getting along with
schoolmates or for being
promiscuous. Although
officials obtained consent
from patients or their
guardians, many did not
comprehend what they
were signing.

North Carolina is among
about ahalf-dozen statesto
apologize.

Melissa Hyatt, whose step-
father was sterilized, said
the task force “did what
was reasonable as far as
budgets and economy”.

Mike Marion, whose 59-
year-old aunt was sterilized
at 18 because she was seen
asmildly disabled mentally,
said estates or descendants
should get some compensa
tion, too.

Despitethe potentially high
price tag in this economy,
there is bipartisan support
for compensation. The
governor promptly issued a
statement endorsing the
task force recommenda-
tion. And GOP House
Speaker Thom Tillis has
said the state should pay
victims and wantsthe Leg-
Islature to vote on the mat-
ter in the spring.
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Bomb Targeting Anti-Taliban Militia Kills
29 at Pakistan Market

msnbc.com services

Peshawar, Pakistan - A |3l

bomb targeting a militial |
opposed to the Pakistani &
Taliban exploded in a mar- &

ket closeto the Afghan bor-
der Tuesday, killing 29
peopleinthedeadliest blast

in the country in several

months, officials said.

The explosion, likely deto- [ e
nated by remote control, hit =55 “ 2

vehicles being used by the[*

militia in the Khyber re-
gion, said local security of -
ficer Khan Dad Khan.

Securlty personnel inspect the site of an explosion near Peshawar
Pakistan, on Tuesday after a bomb targeting a militia opposed to
the Taliban exploded in a market

Government officialsinthe
area said 29 people were
killed and 37 wounded, at
least 20 of whom are in
critical condition.

Shopkeeper Sharif Gul said
theblastignited ahugefire.

Tribesman said members of
the pro-government
Zakhakhel tribal militia
were the target of the at-
tack. Membersof themili-
tia- or “lashkar” - werefill-
ing their vehiclesat the sta-
tion when the bomb ex-
ploded.

Thearmy hassupported the
information of anti-Taliban
militias in northwest Paki-
stan, but the insurgents
haveruthlessly attacked the
groups over the last two
years. Many of the
country’s bloodiest bomb-
ings have been against mi-
litiamembersor their fami-
lies.

Idamist militantswith links
toal-Qaidahavecarried out
hundreds of bombings in
Pakistan since 2007, killing
many hundreds of soldiers,
police, government offi-

ciasand civilians.

ThePakistani army has car-
ried out offensives against
themilitantsintheir strong-
holds in tribally adminis-
tered regions like Khyber,
but the insurgents have
provento bearesilient foe.
There have been conflict-
ing reports of peace talks
between some insurgent
factions and the govern-
ment in recent months.

While the frequency of
large-scale attacks outside
of the northwest has de-

creased over the last 18
months, the violence has
triggered fears in the West
that nucl ear-armed Pakistan
may be buckling under ex-

M tremism.

| was in September close to
the Swat Valley, when asui-

9| cidebomber hit afuneral of
| atribal elder opposed tothe
® Taliban, killing 31 people.

*1 On Monday, sources said

the bodies of 10 Pakistani
soldiers and 10 Taliban
fighterskilled inaclash in
Pakistan's largely lawless
northwest last month have
been exchanged.

The grisly swap came just
days after the bodies of 15
Pakistani soldiers, captured
on December 23 after doz-
ens of Taliban militants
stormed a paramilitary fort
in the northwestern Tank
district, were discovered.

Their bodies, with gunshot
wounds and signs of tor-
ture, had been found in the
Thal areaof the northwest-
ern Hangu district on Janu-
ary 5.

OneKilled Every Half Hour in Mexico Drug-related Violence

By msnbc.com staff and
news services

Onepersondiedindrug-re-
lated violence every half
hour in Mexico last year,
amounting to 48 executions
per day on average, accord-
ing to the Mexican Excel-
sior newspaper, a sign that
the violence surrounding
the country’s powerful car-
tels continues unabated.

A total of 12,903 were mur-

dered in the first nine
months of 2011, Excelsior
and other newspapers re-
ported, sourcing data from
the country’s Attorney
General’s office.

Nationwide, 47,515 people
have been killed since De-
cember 2006, when Presi-
dent Felipe Calderon de-
ployed thousands of troops
to drug hot spots, through
to September 2011, the At-
torney General’s Office
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said on Wednesday. The
deaths include those in-
volved in the drug trade,
civilians and members of
security forcesfighting the
cartels, according to Excel-
sior.

Themost dangerouscity in
the country during the first
nine months of 2011 was
Ciudad Juarez in Chihua-
hua, on the border with the
United States, and the sec-
ond-most dangerous was

Acapulco, Guerrero, onthe
western coast of the coun-

try.

The Associated Press re-
ported on Wednesday that
two decapitated bodies had
been found inside a burn-
ing SUV at the entrance of
one of Mexico City’s most
expensive shopping cen-
ters, feeding fearsthat con-
flict was seeping into parts
of society previously
thought safe.
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our Ministry.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tariat and the Government
of Belize have recently ac-
quired a draft person of
enormous experience, Ms.
Michell Daley, as assis-
tance in our drafting de-
partment and to help train
our counterpart drafters.
She is with us in the first
Instance for two years, and
subject to extension as has
been agreed by the Govern-
ment of Belize and the
Commonwealth Secre-
tariat.

We have had a busy legis-
lative year in 2011 and we
are projected to be equally
occupied in 2012.

My lord, as| say with afull
heart and apprehension that
It seems to me that it took
the death of one of our most
Ilustrious members of our
profession, Dr. Elson
Kaseke, that another illus-
trious colleague and Senior
Counsel Mr. Michael
Young saw it fit to circu-
lated in an e-mail for all of
usto respect each other and
to act as lawyers should,
and remember that we are

al officers of the court and
areanintegra part of thead-
ministration of justice.

We must al so remember that
we must be respectful of al
the courts and judges in-
cluding the magistrates. |
wish to remind members
that your lordship by virtue
of his appointment and po-
sition knows what to do in
administrating our courts
and will deal with matters
only and when they arrive
before his courts. | am sure
that whenever your lordship
or any of the judges need

help from any of us we
would be called upon as an
amicus curiae.

| conclude by exhorting my
fellow practitioners to re-
spect our profession; re-
member that facta sunt
potentiora verbis(deedsare
more powerful than words),
but being mindful that by
our words, we should seek
only to enrich and leave a
resounding legacy of this
noble profession of ours.

| thank you.
- END -

5%
X

INDUS
BRI
out

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

‘ ENGES

o

HALL

5 TOPPLIN



mailto:vernoncutkelvin@yahoo.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Page 24 - Northern STAR -Tel: 629-1308 or 636-1409 - Email: vernoncutkelvin@yahoo.com - Tuesday January 24, 2012

M essage

From

3 The Department of Trangport

THERE'S ATHIN LINE
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH.

TRAFFIC SAFETY TIPS FOR DRIVERS

1. Check your motor vehicle to ensure that everything is in good working
condition. Example — brakes, al lights, horn, wipers, tires, spare-tire, tire
tools, oil, water, brake fluid & dash board gauges.

2. Ensurethat your driver’slicenseisvalid and that your vehicleislicensed and
Insured.

3. Wear your seat belts at all times when on the highways. (It isan offence for
drivers and front seat passengers not to wear seat belts on the highways).

4.Don't carry passengers in the back of open pickup trucks. (Vehicle only

i nlsu)red to carry amount of passengersas stipulated on certificate of registration/
title).

5.Don’t driveif you are consuming Alcoholic beverages or taking medication

(drugs). Have designated driver (alcohol and drugs affect your vision and
judgement).

6. Avoid making cals on cell phone when driving, it is best to pull off to the
right to make calls or to answer your cell phone, don’t text whiles driving.

7. Wear your helmet at all timeswhen operating or being carried as apassenger
on amotor cycle.

8. Only overtake if you have a clear view of the road ahead, never overtake
around blind curves or when driving over ahill.

9. Drive within the speed limit at al times.

10.0bey dl traffic laws and signs.

THINK! DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE
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