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SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Thursday, May 13,
2010:
Three masked persons, one
shot and the life of a young
Chinese family was, in an
instant, changed forever.
It was exactly 10:30 p.m. on
Sunday, May 9, just as we were
retiring for the night after a
long day in Georgeville for the
village council election, when
a single gunshot sounded in
the neighborhood. We rushed
outside. There was no one on the
street. Then an agonizing cry
started from inside Alwin’s
Restaurant located immediately
across the street from us. One
heavily covered person emerged
from inside the restaurant and
began running eastward in the

direction of Belize City. Two
equally heavily covered persons

SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
Tuesday, May 11, 2010:
Garry Seawell was a fugitive
of the law for over 3 ½ years after failing to reappear in court in
connection with the August 24,
2006 discovery of 3.1 kilos of
crack cocaine on a property he
rented in the Kontiki Area, San
Ignacio Town.

The case was proceeding in
his absence, but in the presence
of his attorney, until February 9,
2010 when he was apprehended,
in proximity of a large cache of
high powered arms and ammunition on a remote farm located
about 3 ½ miles south of
Esperanza Village, Cayo.
Faced with new charges,

www.aguadahotel.com
aguada@btl.net 804-3609

Price $1.00
$1.00
Price

The Crime Scene: Alwin’s Restaurant,
Zhennong Zhen, 26
Western Highway, Santa Elena, Cayo
SUNRISE: August 29, 1983
followed
almost
immediately
SUNSET: May 9, 2010
behind but took off running in
the opposite direction, heading
Please Turn To Page 15

Seawell was brought to court
where the single drug trafficking charge proceeded in his
presence. The hearing reached
its final conclusion a couple
weeks ago when he was
acquitted. A few weeks later, his
common-law-wife, Tanisha
Ayuso was likewise acquitted of
the joint drug trafficking charge.

Garry Seawell, 33
As scheduled, Seawell
was brought back to court on
Please Turn To Page 2

Double Beef Burger $5.00
with a Beverage!
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By: Wellington C. Ramos
One of the most prosperous and
thriving Garifuna village in the
country of Belize is Hopkins.
According to Garifuna history this
village was created after a severe
hurricane destroyed a previous
settlement near the Commerce
Bight pier in Dangriga Town.
The residents of this village use
to be mostly Garifuna people
comprising the Nunez, Castillo,
Martinez, Arana and Lewis
families. There are other families in
the village who have integrated into
these families over the years.
Hopkins is geographically situated
to the south of Dangriga and Silk
Grass, north of Sittee River, west
of the Caribbean sea and east of the
plush Maya Mountain Range.
The people in this village use to
survive by fishing and farming.
Many of them join the civil service
as Police, Soldiers, Teaching,
Nurses and other branches of the
Public Service.
Today, several people from
Hopkins are in the business of
tourism because the place is famous
for its beautiful beaches.
Due to the beautiful beaches that
Hopkins possess, rich Belizeans
and foreign nationals have been
buying up lands in the village and
surrounding areas to open up
tourist resorts.
Many residents of Hopkins have
and are migrating to the United
States to join their family members,
pursue higher education or to
improve their economic situation.
While this is occurring, there is a
significant drop in the population
growth among the Garifuna people
and an increase in the population
of the newcomers.
A majority of the government
land is being sold to private
land owners for residential and
commercial purposes. When some
villagers experience economic
hardship, they lean to sell their
properties to foreigners for what
they believe is a large amount of
money.
In Urban Planning it is always
wise for the government not to sell
lands in the immediate vicinity of a
village, town or city so that the land
could be available for expansion
purposes.
If the government make the
mistake and sell those lands, when
the need for expansion arrives they
will be forced to exercise its right
to eminent domain to acquire
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additional lands for expansion. This
could result in lengthy court
litigation and exuberant cost for the
lands needed.
The village of Hopkins seems to
be at a point where they can only
expand north towards the village of
Silk Grass and Dangriga town along
the coast to remain on the beach
front properties.
The Garifuna people from the
time they were living in their native
homeland of St. Vincent and other
islands in the Caribbean were
always accustomed to living by the
beaches. Getting them to move
towards Silk Grass, even if it was
possible will be difficult because
most of them will resist such idea
or recommendation. North of
Hopkins is Commerce Bight
Lagoon and then Commerce Bight
Pier which is in the jurisdiction of
Dangriga Town. This will be
moving backwards instead of
forward because they will be
returning to the same place where
some of their ancestors lived many
years ago before they moved to
their current location.
For the people of Hopkins to
have a future in their current
village, the village council should
devise a long term development
future plan with their area
representative. This plan should
include the discontinuation of
selling vacant government lands in
the immediate vicinity of Hopkins
and the purchasing of available
private lands to be included in
the Hopkins Village Expansion
Reserves.
The prices of these lands once
they become private, will be too
expensive for the government to
purchase. Private land owners will
price their lands at a cost to
earn huge profits or to make it
impossible for the government to
afford with the intent to block the
expansion of Hopkins Village.
Rich people end to be more
comfortable in isolation and
seclusion. They are opposed to
having people from different
ethnicity with marginal or
no income living wit hin their
community.
Since the mass migration of
foreign nationals to our shores,
many Belizeans are experiencing
discrimination by some of these
foreign nationals for trying to visit
or gain access through their private
properties.
As Belize continue to attract more
of these people to our country, the
situation will only worsen instead
of getting better. It is not fair and
just for native citizens of Belize, to
be discriminat ed against by
newcomers who they have
welcomed into their country.
This is now the right time for
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the Ministry of Natural Resources
to consider establishing a National
Parks System to preserve and
maintain all of their reserve lands.
I recently visited the villages of
Hopkins, Silkgrass and Sittee River
and I am frankly not satisfied with
some of the disturbing things that I
observed.
Most of the things I was hearing
about Hopkins I thought were lies
and fabrication. After the visit, I
have concurred that there exist a
legitimate concern which t he
Hopkinsonians. The Government of
Belize should address this situation

From Front Page

Tuesday, May 11 in connection
with 11 criminal charges
relating to the February 9,
2010 discovery of arms and
ammunition on the remote farm
in Esperanza Village. An
application for bail was
presented on Seawell’s behalf by
Attorney Richard “Dickie”
Bradley resulting in the court
proceeding to offer bail in the
sum of $30,000 with instructions
for the accused to reappear in
court on Wednesday, June 9,
2010.
While this would have been
the order for Seawell to be
released on bail, the police and
the prosecution brought up the
matter of an extradition order via
which Seawell is wanted by US
Marshalls to answer charges in
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now before it is too late.
The purpose of good
governments is to look after the
welfare of the people who voted for
them to serve them.
I have already stat ed t he
problems, now it is the task of the
people of Hopkins to advocate on
their own behalf to make sure that
this problem be resolved as soon as
possible.
It is my intention to monitor the
reaction and the progress that is
being made by the Government of
Belize towards the resolution of this
problem.

Cleveland, Ohio, USA in
connection with allegations
of his involvement in the
smuggling, along with two of his
brothers, of 163 pounds of
cocaine through Belize onto
Chetumal with Cleveland, Ohio,
USA being the final destination.
Despite the court’s order for
bail, Seawell was shackled and
returned to the police holding
cell. In the interim, an exchange
of telephone calls ensued
resulting in Magistrate Anna
Rachel Montejo requesting the
immediate reappearance of the
accused before her court. When
Seawell and his attorney
appeared, Magistrate Montejo
informed them of the reversal of
the previous order for bail, not
on the basis of the extradition
order but because the accused
had previously violated the
conditions of bail by not
appearing in court.
She
nevertheless advised them
that bail could be sought by
applying to the Chief Magistrate
or a higher court in Belize
City.
The accused was subsequently
re-shackled and immediately
returned, in special transport
and under special police guard,
to the central prison in
Hattieville.
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TAIPEI, Republic of China
(Taiwan) Tuesday, May 11,
2010:
Deputy Mayor of the twin

Towns of San Ignacio & Santa
Elena, Ms. Vanessa Neal,
returned to Belize on May 7
after completing a three-week

National Development Course in
the Republic of China (Taiwan).
Participants, comprising
government representatives from
English-speaking countries with
diplomatic ties with Taiwan,
spent three weeks learning and
understanding Taiwan’s history
and its future development
prospects, with special focus on
the following topics:
· National Security
· Foreign Policy
· Security situation in the
Taiwan Strait
· Impact of Climate Change
Adaptation
· Social Security, and
· International Cooperation
(Current and Future Prospects).
Deputy Mayor Neal was
selected among her 18
colleagues to give the main

BUENA VISTA VILLAGE,
Cayo District, Sunday, May 9,
2010:
As investigations continue,
San Ignacio Police is yet to make
an arrest in the case of the
discovery of two headless male
persons found on a remote farm
in Buena Vista Village in the
Cayo District.
Acting upon information on
Sunday 9th May 2010, at about
10:30 am Police visited a farm
located about 3 miles from
Buena Vista Village and a mile
off the main road where they
found the decomposing bodies
of two headless male persons on

the ground about 15 feet apart
from each other.
The remains were identified as
that of Bairo Fidel Garcia, 21,
and Jose Orellana, 75, both
Guatemalan laborers residing at
Buena Vista Village. Garcia was
dressed in a black pants, blue
t-shirt and black rubber boots
while Orellana was dressed in a
blue jeans pants, yellow t-shirt
and black rubber boots.
Initial investigation revealed
that both persons were
camping on the farm belonging
to Enrique Garcia, 52, Guatemalan naturalized Belizean, father
of the deceased, Bairo Fidel

Garcia, who reportedly last saw
them alive at around 3:00 pm,
two days earlier, on Friday May
7, 2010.
The gruesome discovery was
made at around 8:00 am on
Sunday, May 9, by two minor
brothers of the deceased, Bairo
Fidel Garcia, who went to the
farm on their bicycles to drop off
provisions for their brother and
the “old man”.
While Bairo Garcia is known
in the village as being of ill
repute, police suspect that he
was evading the long arms of the
law by hiding on the remote farm
as he was wanted by Belmopan

(L-R) Deputy Mayor of San Ignacio/Santa Elena Towns,
Vanessa Neal; ROC Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs,
David Lin and Belize’s Permanent Representative in
China (Taiwan), H.E. Efrain Novelo.
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address at an inaugural luncheon
hosted by the Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of China, Taiwan.
The Embassy of Belize in
the Republic of China joins
Belize’s Minister of Local
Government, Hon. Gabriel
Martinez, in congratulating
Deputy Mayor Neal for
her exceptional participation
and excellent representation
of Belize at the training
course.
The Government of the
Republic of China (Taiwan),
through its Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of
Defense, sponsored the training
course, which began on April 14
and ended on May 5.
Further information on the
training event can be
obtained by contacting the
Embassy of Belize to the
Republic of China (Taiwan) at email:
novelo.efrain@yahoo.com.

police in connection with a
stolen shotgun. For his part, the
“old man” is described being
next to homeless as he “gave”
himself to the Garcia family.
Prior to camping out on Garcia’s
farm, the “old man” stayed with
the Garcias in the village where
he slept in his hammock inside
a dirt floor kitchen detached
from the family’s living quarters.
For several hours police
conducted a fruitless search in
the area for the missing heads.
In the process of the ongoing
investigation four persons were
detained, questioned and
released.
The post mortem examination
conducted on the spot, between
5 and 7:00 pm that same
Sunday evening, by Forensic
Specialist
Dr.
Mario
Estradabran, certified the cause
of death of both individuals as
“decapitation as a result of chop
wound”.
With the assistance of other
villagers, separate graves were
dug and both men were buried
on the spot.
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BELMOPAN CITY, Cayo
District, Tuesday, May 11,
2010:
The jurisdiction of the Privy
Council to hear appeals from
Belize has been abolished with
effect from 1st June 2010.

This follows from the Orders
issued by the Prime Minister,
Hon Dean Barrow, to bring
into force the Constitution
(Seventh Amendment) Act and
the Caribbean Court of Justice
Act with effect from the said

GALEN UNIVERSITY, Cayo
District, Friday, May 7, 2010:
Belize’s future environmentalists,
anthropologists, entrepreneurs,
tourism personnel, economists
and engineers were among over

give information about the
programs offered at Galen.
Lending institutions sent
representatives to explain the
different options students have
when deciding how to finance

three hundred students from
all over the country who today
attended Galen University’s
Open Day, held at the Central
Farm campus.
The visiting students were
taken on tours of the campus by
Galen Students. They were given
the opportunity to win prizes
offered by the university and
local businesses. These very
generous businesses included the
Lodge at Chaa Creek, Log
Cab-Inn, Calico Jack, Maria
Estella’s beauty salon, and Big
H juices.
Faculty and academic advisors
lined the walls of the lobby to

their tertiary education. Grace
Kennedy‘s free samples
complemented the ready supply
of snacks and refreshments that
Galen had on hand for all to
enjoy.
Students (and others) came
with questions, and left with
information packets and a clearer
understanding of what it means
to “Chart your course” at Galen
University.
Galen University is still
accepting applications into
undergraduate and graduate
programs. For more information
visit www.galen.edu.bz, or call
824-3226.

date. These Orders were
published in the Belize Gazette
dated 1st May 2010.
The Caribbean Court of
Justice will now replace the
Privy Council as the highest
Court of Appeal for Belize. This
will not, however, affect any
appeals pending before the
Privy Council on the 31st May
2010.
The Caribbean Court of
Justice, commonly known as
“CCJ”, was established by
Caribbean countries on the 14th
February 2001. So far, only
Barbados and Guyana have
joined the CCJ. Belize will be

-

Sunday, May 16, 2010

the third country to do so.
The present seat of
the Caribbean Court of Justice
is in Port of Spain, Trinidad
and Tobago. However, the
Agreement establishing the
CCJ provides that the Court
may sit in the territory of any
other Contracting Party as the
circumstances may require.
The removal of the age-old
Privy Council as the highest
Court for Belize and its
replacement by the Caribbean
Court of Justice represents a
major landmark in the
constitutional and legal history
of Belize and has been widely
welcomed among the Caribbean
Community.

Localizado entre las aldeas El Naranjo y El Zapote
(entre los kilometro 42 1/2 Y 45, Carretera
International entre Melchor De Mencos y Flores, Peten,
Guatemala)
*Mas del 50% empastado con Brizanta.
*2 nacimietos de agua suficiente que baja por gravedad.
*340 reces entre ellos 5 toros Sementales.
*3 Caballos
*Báscula para pesar ganado.
*Luz electrica
*Casa rustica
*2 1/2 kilometros de asfalto de frente carretera
internacional entre Flores y Belize.
Pedir información al telefono: 55250209 en Santa Elena,
Peten, Guatemala.

Located between the villages of El Naranjo y El Zapote
(beween kilometers 42 1/2 Y 45, International Highway
between Melchor De Mencos y Flores, Peten,
Guatemala)
*More than 50% pastureland with Brizanta.
*Gravity fed water supply flowing from 2 water springs
with abondant water source.
*340 heads of cattle among which are 5 breeding bulls.
*3 horses *Cattle weighing scale.
*Electricity supply *Farmhouse
*2 1/2 kilometros farm front on the international highway
between Flores and Belize.
For more information please call telephone # 55250209 in
Santa Elena, Peten, Guatemala.

We are located off Joseph Andrews Drive,
near the Falcon Field in San Ignacio Town.
Call us at 824-2076 or 670-2329 E-mail: cleanmasterbz@yahoo.com
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ARIES:
March 22- April 20
An eventful week coming
up. Work related opportunities
beckon and travel for the
same is likely. You will gain
satisfaction through relationships as your own attitude makes
it work better. People around you
enjoy your company and you
will realise that holding up past
resentments does not work at all.
Lucky Numbers: 08, 33, 97.
TAURUS:
April 21 to May 21
Life is likely to be smoother
than before. There is support
from loved ones and this allows
you to take on challenges
with greater confidence. You
are likely to be more sensitive
and compassionate with people
around you. You could be
exploring newer avenues to
enhance your income. Lucky
Numbers: 12, 46, 75.
GEMINI:
May 22 to June 21
The coming week is completely
about you and how you see
yourself compared to others.
There will be much less focus
on measuring up to other
people’s expectations. Do not
go into an overdrive with your
new-found philosophy and
offend people dear to you.
Lucky Numbers: 27, 78, 92.
CANCER:
June 22 to July 23
You need to focus on work
and devise measures to reduce
your expenses. Do not speculate
or commit money carelessly.
While all the financial planning
may be stressing you, be
mindful that you do not fall
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into the trap of easy money or
become part of any illegal work.
Lucky Numbers: 05, 31, 87.
LEO:
July 24 to August 21
You could be brimming with
energy and it is only fair that you
put it to constructive use. There
could be a new area of interest
explored. Give your subordinates at work enough time to
complete delegated tasks. Do not
give in to anger if other people
cannot match up to your pace.
Lucky Numbers: 02, 50, 63.
VIRGO:
August 22
to September 21
The coming week is quite a
roller-coaster, especially when it
comes to emotions and your
mental state. On one hand you
may want to get footloose while
on the other, you may be pulled
back by your rational side.
Expenses could be high and
leave a dent in your savings.
Lucky Numbers: 07, 55, 82.
LIBRA:
September 22 to
October 23
A lot of satisfaction and
harmony between family
members is in store. Personal
issues might get ironed out.
You could be getting in touch
with some old friends or
acquaintances. Some communication from overseas will
liven up your mood. Avoid
gossiping and sounding too
opinionated. Lucky Numbers:
15, 49, 61.
SCORPIO:
October 24 to
November 21
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A lot of satisfaction and
harmony between family
members is in store. Personal
issues might get ironed out.
You could be getting in touch
with some old friends or
acquaintances. Some communication from overseas will liven
up your mood. Avoid gossiping
and sounding too opinionated.
Lucky Numbers: 18, 42, 77.
SAGITTARIUS:
November 22 to
December 21
You will have a lucky run
this week. You will be keen on
hastening your professional and
intellectual growth and therefore
are likely to make very
calculated moves. Protect your
eyes and work carefully around
heavy machinery or tricky
gadgets. Lucky Numbers: 03,
36, 69.
CAPRICORN:
December 22 to
January 20
It is a week where you surpass
your own abilities as you test
lesser explored interests. You
could land up with new work or
a better job profile. A short break
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or small trip is highly likely.
The only word of caution — do
not judge opportunities only on
the monetary scale. Lucky
Numbers: 24, 70, 85.
AQUARIUS:
January 21 to
February 19
You are appreciated and
welcomed by people whether
they are your colleagues or
family. You will accomplish a lot
by allowing your full potential
to transform routine ideas into
brilliant results. Keep your
documents safely and updated
if you travel, especially overseas.
Lucky Numbers: 22, 57, 95.
PISCES:
February 20 to
March 21
Brace yourself for a lot of
activity in the near future. You
will not be able to cope up if
you do not prepare beforehand.
Also, your home will require
some renovation or repair. In
case you are unsure about your
feelings regarding a relationship,
keep in mind the stakes before
you take a decision. Lucky
Numbers: 10, 44, 88.
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BELIZE CITY, Thursday,
May 13, 2010:
The Belize Biltmore Plaza on
the Northern Highway in Belize
City was the venue on Thursday,
May 13 for Belize Electricity
Limited’s (BEL) Annual General
Meeting of Shareholders for the
year ended December 31, 2009.
The event began at 2:00 pm.
In 2009, the unresolved
regulatory issues continued to
weigh heavily on the Company.
After suffering a loss of $10.8
million in 2008, BEL recorded
a 4.9 per cent Rate of Return on
net fixed assets or $8.9 million
in earnings in 2009. This is well
below levels necessary to be able
to secure financing and
consequently, the Company
remains in breach of loan
covenants with two of its main
lenders.
“A sound electric service is an

essential requirement for
economic prosperity in any
country,” says BEL’s President
and Chief Executive Officer
Lynn Young. “Understanding
the importance of this essential
service, BEL has been
engaging the Government of
Belize, the PUC and all other
stakeholders in efforts to resolve
the regulatory issues affecting
the industry.”
In spite of the challenges, BEL
invested heavily in improvement
and expansion initiatives during
the year. The Company
aggressively resumed critical
initiatives to reduce outages that
had to be put hold in 2008,
following adverse regulatory
decisions. Distribution systems
were upgraded and about 12
miles of power lines constructed
in various parts of the country.
Equipment were replaced on

SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Monday, June 10,
2010:
A 32 year old Santa Elena man
is in jail on remand as he stands
accused of carnally knowing his
9 year old biological daughter.
On Thursday, May 6, the
child, accompanied by her
mother visited the police station
in San Ignacio Town where it
was reported that the man had
repeated carnal interaction with

his daughter.
A medical officer confirmed
that the child was carnally
known.
The man was arrested and
charged for incest. He appeared
in court on Friday, May 7 were
the prosecution, on the basis of
the prevalence of the crime,
objected to the granting of bail.
The accused was subsequently
remanded to prison until
Tuesday, June 8.
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power lines to minimize system
faults and linemen continued
to be trained to carry out
maintenance on energized power
lines.
Under the Banana Belt
Electrification Project, which is
financed by the European Union
and the Government of Belize,
two more villages, Santa Cruz
and Monkey River, received
power supply for the first time
as they were connected to the
National Grid. By mid 2010,
BEL will have connected a total
of seven communities in the
Banana Belt area to the National
Grid.
To meet the country’s growing
energy demand, several new
generation sources came on line
during the year. The cogeneration
facility at Belize Cogeneration
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Energy Limited came on line in
December 2009, Belize
Aquaculture Limited’s heavy
fuel oil-fired generating plant
came online in April 2009 and
most recently in March 2010, the
Vaca hydroelectric facility.
BAL, Belcogen and Vaca will
collectively supply up to 48 MW
of power to the national grid,
bringing the total in-country
generation capacity to 117 MW
compared to a peak demand of
76 MW.
The Company’s strategy over
the years to source the cheapest
possible energy, have helped
Belize maintain competitively
priced electricity rates in the
region. This was confirmed by a
recently released survey by the
Caribbean Association of
Electric Utilities, CARILEC, of
18 Caribbean countries, which
shows Belize as having the
lowest rates, with the exception
of Trinidad and Tobago and
Suriname.
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A single gunshot at around
11:20 pm on Wednesday, May
12, 2010 in the streets of Belize
City instantly ended the life of
a basketball star, a charismatic
educator, a humble friend, the
son of the Mayor of Belize’s
Capital City, Belmopan.
When police arrived on the
scene they came upon the
lifeless body of AUBREY
DWIGHT LOPEZ, 30,
Belizean Educator at Edward P.
Yorke High School, lying face
down in the middle of Prince
Street, Belize City with a single
gunshot wound to the left side
of the head.
Initial investigation revealed
that simultaneously with the
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AUBREY DWIGHT LOPEZ,
30
SUNRISE: August 10, 1979
SUNSET: May 12, 2010

speeding from the scene.
Swift investigation led to
police tagging the car bearing
license plates C-34741 with 5
persons therein. By the time the
police caught up with the car,
three of the occupants were
gone while the other two were
detained as the search is
underway for all three escapees.
Police also found a chrome
Smith and Wesson brand point
38 special revolver inside the car.
The body was removed from
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the scene and transported to
Belize City’s Karl Heusner
Memorial Hospital where it
awaits the legally required post
mortem examination.
Arrangements are underway
for a 2:00 pm funeral service on
Sunday, May 16, 2010 at the UB
Gymnasium in Belmopan.
We join with the rest of
Belize in offering sincere
sympathies to Mayor Lopez,
Mrs. Lopez, other members of
the Lopez family and friends on
the tragic passing of Aubrey in
the very prime of his life. We
pray for the eternal resting of his
soul.

sound of the single gunshot,
a light blue Nissan Altima car
belonging to the victim, was seen

BIG UP!! PC#1227 Papio Cab
Dear Editor;
I t ake this opportunity to
commend PC#1227 Papio Cab,
the police officer who serves
Valley of Peace.
During the early morning hours
on May 8, several power tools were
stolen from my workshop. Once

discovered, I took my dogs and
followed the path through the
jungle where I believed the culprits
had fled. I was close enough to hear
voices when a shot rang out in my
direction. In fear of my life and the
lives of my dogs, I kept down and
returned to call the police.

Officer Cab responded along with
officers from the Belmopan Police
Department. All helped me search
the area. Officer Cab and I followed

the path where my German
Shepherd led us and Officer Cab
persevered in an exhaustive search
until he found the stolen items that
had been bagged and stored under
bushes for later pick-up by the
thieves.
I have witnessed other situations
with Officer Cab and found him to
be excellent at his work. He is
patient, fair, thoughtful, understanding, diplomatic and very
thorough. His investigative instinct
and abilities are to be commended
and the people of Valley of Peace
are fortunate to have his protection
and commitment.
I also wish to thank Officers
Castillo, Perez, and Mesh from the
Belmopan Police for their prompt
response and support.
Sincerely,
Julio Lugo Burgos
Valley of Peace

I WANT TO GO
BACK TO BTL
Dear Editor;
For many of us it’s hard to admit
when we make a mistake.
I made a mistake and I am
publicly admitting it.
I fell victim to the propagada and
made the switch from BTL to
SMART.
This was a terrible mistake. The
service is terrible and is down most
of the time.
Oh how I am longing to make the
switch back to BTL. I miss BTL’s
reliable Digicel Service.
Rolando, San Ignacio
PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com
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Different Strokes For Different Folks
Disaster
One afternoon a man came
home from work to find total
mayhem in his house.
His three children were
outside, still in their pajamas,
playing in the mud, with empty
food boxes and wrappers strewn
all around the front yard.
The door of his wife’s car was
open, as was the front door to
the house.
Proceeding into the entry, he
found an even bigger mess.
A lamp had been knocked over,
and the throw rug was wadded
against one wall.
In the front room the TV was
loudly blaring a cartoon channel,
and the family room was strewn
with toys and various items of
clothing.
In the kitchen, dishes filled the
sink, breakfast food was spilled
on the counter, dog food was
spilled on the floor, a broken

glass lay under the table, and a
small pile of sand was spread by
the back door. He quickly headed
up the stairs, stepping over toys
and more piles of clothes,
looking for his wife.
He was worried she may be ill,
or that something serious had
happened. He found her
lounging in the bedroom, still
curled in the bed in her pajamas,
reading a novel. She looked up
at him, smiled, and asked how
his day went. He looked at her
bewildered and asked, “What
happened here today?”
She again smiled and
answered, “You know everyday
when you come home from
work and ask me what in the
world did I do today?”
“Yes,” was his incredulous
reply.
She answered, “Well, today I
didn’t do it.”

These two country boys,
brothers, were knocking around
one lazy summer day and
thought it would be a good prank
to push over the outhouse. They
crept up from an advantageous
direction like a couple of
commandos, pushed the
outhouse over on one side and
headed for the woods. They
circled round and returned home
an hour later from a completely
different direction thus, trying
to divert suspicion from
themselves.
Upon returning, their father
approached them with switch in
hand and bellowed, “Did you
two push the outhouse over this
afternoon?”
The older boy replied, “As
learned in school, I cannot tell
a lie. Yes, Father, we pushed
over the outhouse this

Continued From Page 13
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afternoon.”
At this revelation, the farmer
proceeded to beat the two boys
severely and sent them to bed
without supper.
In the morning, the two
boys meekly approached the
breakfast table and took their
seats. Everything was quiet
until their father finally said,
“Have you two learned your
lesson?”
“Sure, Dad!” said the
big brother, “But, in school
we learned that George
Washington admitted to HIS
father that he’d chopped down
a cherry tree and he was
forgiven because he told the
truth.”
“Ah yes!” said the farmer,
“BUT, George’s DAD, wasn’t in
the cherry tree when he
chopped it down!!!”
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west, towards the Hawksworth
Bridge. The one heading east
immediately turned around and
soon caught up with the other
two.
The trio then ran through a
nearby alley, as if heading
towards the wooden bridge and
they all disappeared into the
darkness.
We rushed downstairs, entered
the restaurant where we met a
traumatized husband and wife
couple who were the only
customers inside the restaurant.
They told us that the Chinese
lady was shot. On the floor
behind the counter was the
motionless victim on top of a
screaming infant child.
The female customer, a nurse
by profession, sprang into action
in aid of the injured victim but
soon informed of undetected
pulse and other vital signs.
The police were called in.
They arrived about 15 minutes
later and they took charge of the
crime scene. The gathering
outside the restaurant began to
swell among which were several
Chinese persons.
About an hour later the body
was removed from the scene
and transported by the police
to the San Ignacio Town
Hospital where it was officially
pronounced dead by the
Medical Officer on duty,
Dr. David Pacheco.
Investigations revealed that at
about 10:30 pm on Sunday, May
9, three masked persons, one
armed with a handgun, entered
Alwin’s Restaurant, located on
the Western Highway in Santa
Elena, Cayo.
The restaurant was operated,
for the past 6 months by Chinese
couple Nanxin Chen, 26 and his
common law wife, Zhennong
Zhen, 26. As is usual, Nanxin
Chen, the cook, was inside the
kitchen while Zhennong Zhen,
with her 7 month old daughter
in a sling on her back as usual,
was tending the counter.
The armed individual
reportedly pointed the gun at
Zhen from close range and
demanded money. Zhen
reportedly shouted “thief” in
Chinese. The gunman fired a
single shot from point blank
range. The bullet struck Zhen in
the upper right portion of her
chest. The mother fell to the floor
with her infant child strapped to

5
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the freezer
THE BULLET TRAIL: 1 - through the victim who was standing in front of the freezer;
2 - off the top of the freezer; 3- through the celotex wall, 4 - exiting the celotex wall,
5 - bouncing off a metal plate, 6 - landing inside the plate rack
her back. Chen rushed out of the
kitchen only to be slapped in the
face with the gun. One of the
assailants then stepped over the
wounded mother and the
screaming child. He opened the
cash drawer and hastily stuffed
cash, phone cards and a cellular
telephone in his pocket after
which they all ran out of the
restaurant.
According to the police the
murderer/robbers could not have
made off with a haul of more
than $400 including cash and
the value of the phone cards.
The slug went through the
victim, slid off the top of the
freezer behind her, through
the wall, hitting a metal plate
before landing in the plate rack

It was identified as a 38 caliber
bullet and in the absence of an
empty shell; police suspect that
it was fired from a revolver.
Further investigation revealed
that in the process of descending the hill towards San Ignacio,
the attackers walked in the
bushes towards the wooden
bridge where they met a male
and female couple along
the banks of the river on the
Santa Elena side. One of them
reportedly asked the male
person if the river crossing was
deep and when he was told that
it was not deep, they walked
across the river into San Ignacio.
It happened that this male
person was an off duty
policeman and when he sensed
the weirdness of the occurrence
he unsuccessfully attempted to
relay the observation via the
911 emergency line.
In the process of the
investigation, officers from the
local Crimes Investigation
Branch rounded up, detained,
questioned and released about 10
male persons, mostly from Santa
Elena Town.
The investigation reportedly
changed direction around mid
morning on Thursday, May
13, as investigators are now
reportedly pursuing leads in
Belize City.
The legally required
post mortem examination
was conducted by Forensic
Specialist
Dr.
Mario
Estradabran, at the Karl

Heusner Memorial Hospital in
Belize City between11:45
am and 1:00 pm on Wednesday,
May 12. Dr. Estradabran
certified the cause of death as
resulting from “internal and
external bleeding due to aorta
injury as a consequence of a
gunshot wound to the chest”.
In expression of sympathy, all
Chinese establishments in San
Ignacio and Santa Elena were
closed for business between
12 noon and 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, May 12. Relatives
informed that the body was
cremated on Thursday, May 13
and that the ashes will be handed
over to the parents of the
deceased in China.
Also in an expression of
sympathy, flowers and candles
continue to accumulate on a
small table placed in front of the
restaurant which has remained
closed since the incident.

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. to Fri. 5 to 7 P.M
Monday: Draft Beer - $2.50
Tuesday: Local Rum -$2.50
Wednesday: Margaritas -$6.95
Thursday: Piña Colada -$6.95
Friday: Micheladas - $3.50

Call Us At: 824-2959
Now Offering 6” Cement Blocks For Only $1.10 each
Also providing top quality Dressed & Rough
Hardwood and Mahogany Lumber, Sand,
Cement, Steel, Plywood, Celotex, Roofing,
Doors And A Whole Lot More.

Efficient Service and Low Prices Everyday!
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E-mail: Rolson@btl.net
Web: Rolsons.com
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