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The Accused, Alberto Miralda, 20
SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
Wednesday, July 1, 2009:
San Ignacio Police reports
one major weekend incident
resulting in the imprisonment of
a 20 year old male, Santa Elena
resident.
It was during the early hours on
Sunday, June 28, when police

were summoned to the San
Ignacio Town hospital where
they came upon a 15 year old boy
undergoing emergency medical
treatment for a stab wound to the
left side of the chest.
The 15 year old victim,
Anthony Smith, of #43 Avella
Please Turn To Page 23

J.J. Depaz, Bsc. Eng., proudly displays his Diploma

Mr. Bill has Gone Crazy...1992
prices are back at The Aguada!
Fish or Shrimp Platter
With Fries and Coleslaw
$9.99
Santa Elena, Cayo, Belize
www.aguadahotel.com
aguada@btl.net 011-501-804-3609

This offer is valid until June 14, 2009.
You must bring in this ad to receive special promotion..
You can purchase as many m eals with one coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Not valid on To-go orders.

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Comfortable & Secure Accommodations
Full Service Restaurant and Bar
Swimming Pool
Conference Facilities
Excellent Venue for Wedding, Parties and
Social Events

“We’re not Expensive, We just look that Way!”
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How wonderful it is when public service institutions are seen
to be joining forces and working in partnership with each other
for the greater good.
Like in most cases, progress and development flourishes in the
presence of harmony.
There is a familiar saying that goes something like this: “You
don’t realize what you have until you lose it”. Conversely, it
can likewise be said that: “You don’t know what you have been
losing until you start getting it.”
What a wonderful surprise it was, for example, when a few
weeks after the February 2008 general election, the Ministry of
Works’ heavy duty equipment were seen doing street repairs on
Burns Avenue in the heart of San Ignacio Town, a condition which
the community had not seen for several years. It has been so
long that at first sight the equipment looked weird operating in
town.
As the weeks and months progressed post general elections,
the community has seen an increasing level of collaboration
between the Ministry of Works and the Municipal Council. This
collaboration has resulted in the paving of the Benque Viejo Road
in San Ignacio as well as the paving of the lower half of George
Price Avenue in Santa Elena.
For five round years, between 2003 and 2008, while the United
Democratic Party was the municipal government in San Ignacio/
Santa Elena and the People’s United Party was in Central
Government, the local Ministry of Works remained under strict
instructions not to come within a mile of any municipal project.
The Ministry of Works would not touch a single municipal
project, not even with a 10-foot pole.
In those days it was preferable for workers from the Ministryof
Works to remain on the compound playing cards and dominoes
instead of undertaking municipal street repairs as, in the narrow
minds of some politicians, such undertakings would make the
opposition municipal council look good thereby increasing its
changes for re-election.
The pressure was further compounded as opposition councils
were provided with the very bare minimum in terms of monthly
subventions and so the costly maintenance of municipal
infrastructure was woefully lacking and in many instances
impossible to undertake by municipal bodies. In the final
analysis it was the people that ended up being short changed in
terms of being provided with the goods and services financed
by way of the very taxes they pay.
The community is now beginning to realize the magnitude of
its losses over the years as it is only now getting its just share of
national goods and services.
When we witness this level of collaboration which was
lacking for many years, it somehow tends to reinforce the
perception, that with their eyes set squarely on the vote,
politicians are generally narrow-minded as they knowingly
engage in sacrificing the needs of the people on the political
alter, all in the name of their selfish personal political ambitions.
On a somewhat related note, this writer shares the widely held
view that if something is not broken; why fix it. We are
somehow getting the feeling however that the system for the
payment of social assistance is in dire need of urgent fixing.
Those people who make that monthly pilgrimage to Human
Services, for that small financial assistance, are the needy in the
community. However, their condition makes them no lesser
human beings than anyone else and, as such, they should be
treated with the same degree of respect and dignity as any
ordinary person instead of being seen and treated as beggars and
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subjected to being given the run around.
If we understand it right, the current procedure for the
payment of social assistance is as follows. There are certain
clusters of persons who receive the assistance during specific
times of the month. On those days, the Social Services Officer,
under guard from a private security company, receives the cash
from the District Sub-Treasury and on that specific day, issues
the assistance. At a designated time, the payment closes and the
remaining cash is returned to the Treasury. Therefore, if for
whatever reason, a person was unable to make the pilgrimage to
the office on the designated date then that person must wait until
the next month to collect the little assistance.
It somehow appears that the antiquated process of issuing
social assistances has outgrown its self. The limited staff in the
office does not lend for the daily presence of an officer for the
purposes of issuing the assistance as in many cases the officer is
out of the office engaged in field work thereby depriving those
needy person of even the little hope of at least speaking to
someone who might be able to lend a sympathetic ear and work
a little magic to enable those needy persons to get the assistance
before next months round of hand outs.
What about the possibility, we ask, of relieving Social Service
Officers from the responsibility of distributing the assistance and
vesting that responsibility in the hands of employees from the
district sub-treasury whose
daily and primary responsibility it already is to collect and
disburse government funds?

“The Newspaper that cares and
dares to bring out the truth”

42A Western Highway,
Santa Elena, Cayo,
Belize, Central America
Publisher: Alberto August
Editor: Nyani Azueta-August
Circulation: Errol Gonzalez
belizenorth.com/thestar.htm
belizenews.com/thestar
star.belizeanlife.com

starnewspaper@gmail.com
Tel: 626-8822 or 626- 3788

Sunday, July 5, 2009

-

STAR -

Tel:- 626-8822 & 626-3788

Dear Editor;
Just one question: When are we
going to get some serious
government agency to protect us
against, those unscrupelous
grocers who continue to short us
an ounce or two whenever we
purchase the prepackaged retail
food stuff off their shelves - I am

refering here to items like rice,
beans, sugar and flour?
A. Lewis, Santa Elena, Cayo

Dear Editor;
It is with utmost
disappointment that I listen to
the current allegations of
corruption within our medical
system.
Such a scandal only brings to
mind that at the end of the day,
the most affected are us, the poor
people.
It also reminds me about a
subject that for some reason or
the other is not been mentioned
in the news or Love FM’s
morning show which I listen to
every morning.

That subject is the issue of
unethical business practices and
unfair competition currently
being practiced by private
medical professionals – namely
the doctors – as it relates to them
now operating pharmacies from
their clinics.
Almost every doctor you visit
now has his own pharmacy and
will, 99% of the times, prescribe
medication available at his
pharmacy – rarely allowing you
the option to make your purchase
from another pharmacy.
While such a practice may not

ED Note: What you might
probably want to do is to first
start by protecting yourself as
you await the arrival of the
“serious government agency to
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protect us”.
How do I protect myself, you
might ask?
In most grocery stores there is
an electronic scale at the
counter which the clerk uses to
weight and charge customer for
items brought to the counter
like the bag of chicken, the
bag of potatoes, the single
onion or the sweet pepper.
Since the scale is already
there, you can place the
prepackaged bag of rice,
beans, sugar or flour on it to
confirm its weight.
If you are not satisfied with
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the weight then you are under
no obligation to purchase it.
As you continue this practice
and hopefully making the
discrepancy known, there will
soon be other customers who
will follow your lead.
The problem will arise
however when the merchant
moves the scale out of the reach
of customers. When this
happens it should serve as your
cue that the grocer is hell bent
on being dishonest. It is at this
point that you might want to
seriously consider shifting your
purchases to another store.

TITLE: Expats in Belize
This is the Website where you can get all
the information about Belize, Central
America.
Visit us at http://www.expatbelize.com
be illegal, it does raise the
question whether the patients’ or
their pockets’ well-being is now
at the top of their priorities.
How do we know that the
people are not being prescribed
more medication than they really
need; or that they are being

prescribed those medications
that desperately needs to be
moved from the doctor’ shelves?
What about the prices – are
they fair in comparison to those
from other public pharmacies?
I hereby make a call to
Please Turn To Page 21
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SUBMITTED BY: Aki Fukai,
SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
Cayo, Monday, June 22,
2009:
The sound of the young boy’s
recorder resonates through the
air as he does a couple spins for
extra effect; softly swaying,
the girl keeps time to her song
about discovery and confidence;
another girl closes her eyes as
she belts out Miley Cyrus lyrics;
swing-dancers flood the stage
with twists, claps and spins; a
dance group of eight raise their
arms in the air; a “sick” story is
recited; a fishing tale told; a Mr.
Program appears. These were
the sights and sounds of
Cornerstone Foundation’s 2nd
Annual Youth Talent Show.
The youth of Cayo took to the
stage at Hode’s Place on May
29 th, 2009 to show off their
various talents amidst a
backdrop of twinkling lights and
palm leaves.
The large crowd that had
gathered was not disappointed.
Between the talented acts and
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Three of the evening’s young female performers
doing their thing on stage
the comical intonations of MC
Mr. Albert Roches, came the
beats of DJ Moz and the
appreciative applause of the
audience.
Taking first prize in the singles
category this year was Efrain
Modina for his recorder

shareholderinfo@bwsl.com.bz

performance of “Edelweiss”.
Winners in the group category
were Ashley Arellano, Azra
Roberts, Courtney Lyons,
Delicia Locke, Elena Moguel,
Giannie Montejo, Jem Lyons,
Shania Defour and Trenses
Escalera for their engaging
dance performance of “Air”.
Special performances consisted
of Cornerstone staff and
volunteers singing “Imagine”,
Marrianne Foreman and
Vanessa Chan doing an intricate
dance mix, Jasmin Armstrong
singing “I Can Only Imagine”
and Mr. Program singing his hit
single “See I Rise”.
Prizes (donated from many
local businesses) were given out
for first, second and third places
as well as participation prizes for
all those who performed.
The money raised from the
Talent Show will be donated
towards Cornerstone’s Feeding
Program which currently
provides 85 school children and
4 elders, who would otherwise
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go without, a nourishing lunch
five days a week. Cornerstone
Foundation is located at 90
Burns Ave in San Ignacio and
is a non-profit humanitarian
organization.
Cornerstone continues to seek
assistance for the Feeding
Program and we ask members
of the community and districts/
towns to please help in
whichever way they can by
giving donations of groceries
and/or money for us to continue
our efforts to feed the children
of Belize that so desperately
need our help.
Cornerstone’s office number is
(501) 678-9909 or visit the
foundation’s website at
www.cornerstonefoundationbelize.org.
Cornerstone depends largely
on fundraisers such as this Talent Show to sustain its Feeding
Program, and this night would
not have been possible without
the generous support of
local businesses and various
community members.
Cornerstone extends a big
thank you to all those in the
audience who came out to
support the show!

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. to Fri. 5 to 7 P.M

Monday:
Draft Beer -$3.00
Tuesday:
Local Rum -$3.00
Wednesday:
Margaritas $9.95
Thursday:
Piña Colada -$9.95
Friday:
Micheladas -$4.00
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library services is an integral
component in this endeavor,
Minister Faber said: “In
January of next year we will
embark on a national
literacy campaign.”
In other related new, the Santa
Elena Public Library will be

Hon. Patrick Faber (center) with staff and members of
the Santa Elena Library Committee
SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Tuesday, June 23,
2009:
BY: Orlando Pulido
Minister of Education, Hon.
Patrick Faber today visited the
public library, in Santa Elena,
Cayo. Accompanying Minister
Faber on the visit was Cayo
North Area Representative,
Hon. Salvador Fernandez.
During the brief visit Minister
Faber met with the staff and
members of the library
committe whereby he took the
opportunity to inform of a
$200,000 increase in this years
national budget for the library
aervices countrywide.
He challenged the Committee
to upgrade the level of services
they provide with the installation
of a wireless computer network

thereby facilitating internet
access to student and the
public they serve.
Stressing that literacy starts
from an early stage and
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holding it’s Annual Summer
Program starting from July 20th
to July 24th of this year.
According to Librarian Ms.
Eliodi Wagner, the Summer
Program will be specifically
geared towards providing
lessons for the children on
topics such as global warming
and other environmental issues.
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Submitted by Candy and
George Gonzalez, San Ignacio
Town, Cayo
To refresh our memories,
the Belize Institute of Environmental Law and Policy
(BELPO), acting on behalf
of people and communities
downstream of the dam projects,
charged that the Department of
Environment failed to monitor
and ensure adherence to the
Environmental Compliance Plan
(ECP) for the Chalillo Dam
On June 30, 2008, the
Supreme Court of Belize ruled
that an ECP is a binding
agreement that imports duties to
the parties. To date, those
orders have not been
implemented.
Though many sections of the
ECP were not met, BELPO
focused on the ones with the
most immediate health and
safety concerns for the
downstream population: water
quality, mercury levels in the
fish, putting in place a dam break
warning system and emergency
preparedness plan and informing
the public and seeking their
participation and awareness.
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As the hurricane season
approached, BELPO wrote the
Prime Minister, hand delivering
the letter on April 27, 2009.
Copies were hand delivered, on
that same day, to the Minister
of Natural Resources and
the Environment, the Minister
of Public Utilities, National
Emergency
Management
(NEMO),
Transport and
Communication, and the
Minister of Health.
The only formal response was
from NEMO. Yet, we still have
no dam break early warning
system and the people have no
idea what to do in case of an
emergency.
We do not know about the
mercury levels in the fish from
the Macal River or how much
fish can be safely eaten and we
do not know the quality of the
water in the river.
There has been no exchange
of information or public
participation.
When sirens went off a few
weeks ago in San Ignacio, no
one, including the Town
Council Office, knew what they
meant, if anything.
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(L-R) Candy and George Gonzalez
As we go about sharing
information with you, we
reproduce herewith the letter to
April 2009
Hon. Dean Barrow,
Prime Minister & Minister of
Finance
Office of The Prime Minister
Sir. Edney Cain Building,
Belmopan City
Dear Mr. Prime Minister;
On April 20, 2009, I spoke
with the Honourable Gaspar
Vega along with Chief Environmental Officer, Martin Alegria
about the Department of
Environment’s failure to assure
the Environmental Compliance

Plan (ECP) for the Chalillo Dam
was being enforced.
Mr. Alegria stated that NEMO
was the reason there was no dam
break early warning system for
the Chalillo Dam.
I had spoken to Mr. Westby of
NEMO who had told me the
previous month that NEMO had
signed off on the system and it
was up to BECOL.
This letter is being written
upon the advise of the
Honourable Gaspar Vega who
indicated that by writing you and
copying the Minister in charge
of NEMO, the Minister in
charge of Health and himself,
we might get the matter
Please Turn To Page 20
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BELMOPAN CITY, Tuesday,
July1, 2009.
Positive steps are being
planned to revamp the
Belmopan Lions Club to make
it more meaningful to assist the
community.
A new Board of Directors was
installed during ceremonies held
on Tuesday night, June 30, at the
Club’s Den in Belmopan.
The Club now falls under the
presidency of Yolanda Mendez
who took over from Marta
Castillo.
The new Board of Directors
are: Secretary, Humberto
Paraedes; Treasurer, Lusto
Castillo; Lion Tamer, Anthony
Moody; Tail Twister, Gwen

Zetina along with Amira
Santos, Malikah Cardona and

Sonia Neal.
The new team also includes

Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
JAMES & ELIZABETH STOREY
are applying for a PUBLICAN
SPECIAL LIQUOR LICENSE for
the year 2009 to operate THE
JUNCTION located at the junction
of San Antonio Road and Mountain
Pine Ridge Road in the Cayo District.

Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
JAMES & ELIZABETH STOREY
are applying for a SHOP LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to
operate THE JUNCTION located at
the junction of San Antonio Road and
Mountain Pine Ridge Road in the
Cayo District.

Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
ZHAOAN CHEN is applying for
a RESTAURANT LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to
operate WINNIE RESTAURANT
located on Benque Viejo Road,
San Ignacio Town in the Cayo
District.

(L-R) Lion’s President Yolanda Mendez, Mayor Simeon
Lopez and Outgoing Lions President, Marta Castillo
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two 2- year Directors in the
persons of Atlay Morales and
Ali Kisling as well as Victor
Bejos, and Ione Gillette who
are both serving as 1-year
directors:
Chairman of the Membership
Committee is Justo Castillo,
who has been a charter member
of the 32 year old club.
In handing over the
presidency, Marta Castillo told
the gathering that the year just
past was a very challenging one
for the club.
Incoming President, Yolanda
Mendez informed that she has
every intention to revamp the
service club with the injection of
new vision and hope.
Guest Speaker for the
ocassion was Ismael Garcia,
former educator and diplomat
who made a stirring plea to
re-energise lionism which he
said should in turn do its part to
address in assisting to address
some of the social needs of the
Capital City.
Master of Ceremonies was Mr.
Orlando Raul Castillo.
Belmopan City Mayor,Simeon
Lopez attended the event as the
Special Invited Guest of Honor.

Sunday, July 5, 2009
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A VCP for Mother’s Day
“Say Joe, what did you get your
wife for Mothers Day?” asked
Tom.
“I went downtown this morning
and got her a VCP.” responded

Joe.
“You mean a VCR”, corrected
Tom.
"No, it was a VCP ... a Very Cheap
Present!" exclaimed Joe.

Remembering The Anniversary
Sarah awakes during the night to
find that her husband Roy was not
in their bed.
She puts on her robe and goes
downstairs to look for him.
She finds Roy sitting at the
kitchen table with a cup of coffee
in front him.
He appears deep in thought, just
staring at the wall. She watches as
he wipes a tear from his eye and
takes a sip of coffee.
"What's the matter, dear?" she
whispers as she steps into the room.
"Why are you down here at this
time of night?"
Roy looks up, "Do you
remember 20 years ago when we
were dating, and you were only
17?" he asks solemnly.
Sarah is touched thinking her

husband is so caring and sensitive.
"Yes, I do," she replies.
Roy pauses. The words are not
coming easily. "Do you remember
when your father caught us kissing in the back seat of my car?"
"Yes, I remember," says Sarah,
lowering herself into a chair beside
him.
Roy continues, "Do you
remember when he shoved a
shotgun in my face and said,
"Either you marry my daughter,
or I will send you to jail for 20
years!"
"I remember that too", Sarah
replies softly.
Roy wipes another tear from his
cheek and says, "I would have
gotten out of jail, a free man
today!"

Why Is The Reason Why?
A mother and baby jaguar are
talking one day when the baby
jaguar asks, "Mom, why do we
have these long claws?"
The mother replies, "We use
them to catch wild animals for
food in the jungle."
"OK," said the son.
A few minutes later the son asks,
"Mom, why do we have these
long, sharp teeth?"
"Son, we use them to devour the
food we catch in the jungle,”
responded the mother.
"Thanks Mom," replies the son.
After a short while, the son
returns and asks, "Mom, why do I
have all these spots on my

coat?"
The mother, now a little impatient
with the boy replies, "It’s our
disguise so that we can better
survive in the jungle.”
"That`s great Mom, so let me
get this straight: We have these
long claws to catch wild animals
for food in the jungle. We have
these long, sharp teeth to devour
the food we catch in the jungle.
We have all these spots on our
coats to disguise ourselves so that
we can better survive in the
jungle.”
"Yes son, that’s correct."
"So then Mom, why the heck
are we in the Belize zoo?"

BASIC NEEDS TRUST FUND
TENDER NOTICE
San Antonio Village Rudimentary Water System,
Cayo District
(Supply and Delivery of Pipes and Fittings)
The Government of Belize has secured Grant No.GA23/BZE
from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) towards the cost
of Water Projects and intends to apply part of the Funds to
cover eligible payments under the Contract for Supply of Pipes
and Fittings for San Antonio Village, Cayo District.
The Social Investment Fund, a Statutory Corporation,
established under the Social Investment Fund Act No. 3 of 1996
and located at Constitution Drive, Belmopan City, Cayo
District, hereby invites tenders from suitably qualified
contractors for the construction of the following:
CONTRACT #001.0397 of 2009: Supply and Delivery of Pipes
and Fittings for San Antonio Rudimentary Water System, Cayo
District.
The contract consists of supplying pipes and accessories for
the installation of a community water system. The pipes
must be class 200 Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) with pipes and
accessories bearing gaskets for seals and easy fitting unless
otherwise stated on the Bill of Quantities.
Tender documents can be obtained from the Social Investment
Fund as of Monday June 22, 2009 at the address below during
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday
for a NON-REFUNDABLE fee of BZE$50.00 per package.
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked
“Quotation Supply of Pipes and Fittings for San Antonio
Rudimentary Water System, Cayo District.
ADDRESSED TO:
The Executive Director
Social Investment Fund
Constitution Drive
P.O. Box 459
Belmopan City, Cayo District
Tenders will be received at the above address no later than
2:00 p.m. on Friday, July 10, 2009. A Public Opening will be
held at the SIF Office in Belmopan at 2:15 p.m. on Friday,
July 10, 2009.

We are located on
Burns Avenue, San Ignacio, Cayo

For RESERVATIONS
Call us at: 804-3052

The Social Investment Fund will conduct a pre-bid meeting
at 2:00 p.m. on June 30, 2009 at the Office of the Social
Investment Fund, Constitution Drive, Belmopan with
interested, eligible bidders, to explain the tender documents
and address any queries.
The Social Investment Fund reserves the right to reject any or
all tenders.
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BELIZE CITY, Thursday,
July 2, 2009:
After about three hours in
session, today’s mediation/
conciliation meeting between
representatives of the Belize
Medical and Dental Union
(BMDU) and the Board of
Directors of the Karl Heusner
Memorial Hospital Authority
(KHMHA) collapsed.
The meeting, held at the Belize
Biltmore Plaza Hotel in Belize
City, included the participation
of Labour Commissioner, Ivan
Williams, in the appointed
capacity as mediator.
The mediation process actually
began on Monday, June 30, with
the Union first presenting its set
of proposals geared towards
an acceptable settlement to the
current dispute at the Karl
Heusner Memorial Hospital.
After getting an understanding
of what the Union was seeking
by way of its proposals, the
Authority, at today’s meeting,
presented its own set of
counterproposals which was
intended to formed to basis of
today’s discussion where it was
expected that the parties would
have derived at a mutual
agreement and a memorandum
of understanding thereby settling
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the differences between both
entities.
However, after perusing the
Authority’s counterproposals,
members of the Union informed
the mediator of its total rejection
thereof after which they
proceeded to walk out of the
meeting but not before
informing the Mediator, that

they were withdrawing in total
from the process consequently
resulting in the collapsing of the
process.
As a result of today’s
development, the next step in
the process is for the
appointment of an Arbitration
Tribunal.
In accordance with the

BELMOPAN CITY, Belize,
Wednesday, July 1, 2009:
The Embassy of Mexico
in Belize informs that the
Government of Mexico has
decided to eliminate the visa
requirement for Belizeans
traveling to Mexico.
The Embassy today has sent a
diplomatic note to Belize’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Trade, officially
communicating this decision.
The release informs that this
new arrangement will not only
benefit bilateral relations by
deepening the ties of friendship,
cooperation, understanding and
exchange, but will also increases
the migratory flows between
both countries.
Belizeans will therefore no

longer need a visa or a consular
stamp to travel as a tourist or in
transit through Mexican territory
to another country.
When traveling to or through
Mexico, Belizeans, with a valid
passport, will now only be
required to fill out the
Mexican immigration form
which is available free of cost
at any of the land, sea or air
points of entry into Mexico.
The decision is taken within
the context of good neighborly
relations and in the spirit of
strengthening existing bonds
between Mexico and Belize.
Belizeans who have an FMVL
card (Forma Migratoria de
Visitante Local) can continue
using it in the usual manner to
travel exclusively to Quintana
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Settlement of Disputes in
Essential Services Act, the
Minister of Labour is
empowered to appoint an
Essential Services Arbitration
Tribunal
Section 15 of the Act provides
for the prohibition of any
lockout and strikes unless the
disputes had been reported to the
Minister and provided also that
a period of 21 days has elapsed
since the date of the report and
given that the dispute has not
been resolved during that period.

Roo with a maximum stay of 72
hours. However, Belizeans
wishing to work, study or engage
in business in Mexico, will need
to apply for the appropriate
documents
The FM3 which is used
for those persons wishing to
establish a business venture or
for studying in Mexico can be
obtained at the Consular Section
of the Embassy of Mexico in
Belmopan.
The FMTF to work in the
states of Chiapas, Tabasco,
Campeche and Quintana Roo,
can be obtained at the offices of
the National Institute of
Immigration (Instituto Nacional
de Migración, INM), in those
states.
Further information can be
obtained through the Consular
Section of the Embassy of
Mexico in Belize at telephone
numbers 223-0193 or 223-0194.

We

AMS To Please
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ARIES
March 22 TO April 20
This week is a time
where there will be
new contacts made
at work and you
will be looking at
diversifying or expanding your
work. However, even in such a
scenario what will be more important will be your family and
your relationships. It is a good
time to restore harmony. Lucky
Numbers: 9, 35, 74.

GEMINI
May 22 to June 21
You are at peace
and there is lesser
strife around you.
You are keen on
allowing the people
around you live as they please,
even if it means making a few
mistakes. There is a likelihood
that new ideas for business come
up,
but chances of them
bringing immediate gains are
little. Lucky Numbers: 5, 64,
84.

CANCER
June 22 to July 23
Expenses
are
soaring high. But
you are able to cope
with the monetary
demands. It is a time
where you engage with people
on emotional level as well as
professional level. Old ties are
reworked and you find good
relationships more energising
than anything else. Lucky
Numbers: 2, 34, 56.

LEO
July 24 to August 21
You will be on a
high as you are
able to find success

Email:starnewspaper@gmail.com

in no small measure. There will
be socialising and parties,
possibly related to work, where
you shine like a start and
probably work out a brilliant
deal also. There are indications
of one major wish-fulfillment in
this phase. There is a great
possibility of your relocating to
a new house/place also. Lucky
Numbers: 1, 66, 87.

VIRGO
August 22 to
September 21

TAURUS
April 21 to May 21
You derive much
joy and satisfaction through the
help you are able
to extend to the
people around you. You are able
to bring balance into your
personal relationships and
engage in some activity for
greater good of the world. In
return you receive phenomenal
gratitude and love. Lucky
Numbers: 6, 53, 78.

-

This week is about
having a great time
at work where
your efforts shall be
acknowledged and

suitably rewarded. You are
completely focused at the things
going on at home and you wish
to put the house in order. There
are issues that need to be
resolved and you will need a lot
of tact to deal with it. Lucky
Numbers: 5, 46, 83.

LIBRA
September 22 to
October 23
You are likely
to take firm
grip of things
you
are
responsible
for. Be it work
or equations with loved ones. It
is a time where you do not want
to leave any loose ends. You
could register a sharpened

-
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instinct and there could be a
general increase in your
perceptive power. Lucky
Numbers: 6, 37, 68.

SCORPIO
October 24 to
November 21
Partnerships may
suffer from ego
conflicts, or adversaries may be
challenging. Use
this
energy
to
work
cooperatively on relationship
problems. There is urgency to
work hard for long hours just
because you want to prove
yourself to others, but take
things easy now. Lucky
Numbers: 4, 23, 42.
Please Turn To Page 13

VACANCY
Investment Officer
Social Security Board
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: July 30th, 2009
ORGANIZATIONAL LEVEL: Investment Officer
DUTY STATION: Belize City Branch Office
REMUNERATION: Technical Professional 2 Salary Scale
QUALIFICATIONS
Education:
.
.
.

Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Finance or Business Administration
Associate Degree in Business with a minimum of 4 years working experience in mortgages
or credit management
Appraisal/valuation experience/training preferable

Skills:
.
.
.
.
.
.

Sound working knowledge of Social Security and its operations
Ability to thrive in a fast-paced, results-oriented environment
Excellent oral, written communication, and telephone skills
Computer skills – MS Word, MS Excel, MS Power Point, MS Access
A service-oriented mindset and a commitment to providing exceptional customer service
Good decision making skills

COMPETENCIES
Applicant must possess excellent customer service skills, be assertive, confident and mature with a high
degree of integrity, honesty and responsibility. Must also be able to work independently and in a team
environment, be flexible, motivated and willing to take initiative. Knowledge of debt collection practices
will be an asset.

RESPONSIBILITIES
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Manage and rehabilitate assigned residential mortgages’ portfolio
Monitor loans and consistently follow-up with customers (phone, email, personal visits)
Achieve collections targets
Make recommendations and referrals for Loss Mitigation review
Maintain productivity standards and perform quality monitoring and collection
Refer non-performing accounts to manager for review and subsequent action
Contribute to process improvement and efficiencies
Other duties assigned from time to time

Interested Applicants can send their application letter and updated curriculum vitae to:

Interviewees are to bring
along: originals of academic
accreditations, transcripts,
recommendation letters, and
other documents which may
strengthen
his
/
her
application

The Human Resources Manager
Social Security Board
Bliss Parade
P. O. Box 18
Belmopan, Cayo District
Belize, Central America

Sunday, July 5, 2009
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SAGITTARIUS
November 22 to
December 21
You may become
smug with the way
things are now.
Steer clear of
associating pleasure
with work. You are able to build
good team spirit, and you are
more tactful with your
co-workers. However, there
could be emotional issues
concerning an authority figure.
Lucky Numbers: 3, 25, 44.

CAPRICORN
December 22 to
January 20
Your courage and
energy will be on
the upswing. This
will strengthen
the confidence
that others place
in you. A new activity would
have a miraculous effect on your
morale. Health is one of the
priorities for you. Lucky
Numbers: 8, 69, 86.
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AQUARIUS
January 21 to February 19
A desire to make
yourself financially secure.
Favours through
friends
and
organisations,
or
work
opportunities arising via
contacts should ease your
worries financially. Be careful
with personal expectations,
don’t expect gushing words or
long romantic poems form your
significant other. Lucky
Numbers: 21, 55, 76.

PISCES
February 20 to March 21
You could be
stressed this week
because you are
taking
things
personally right
now. Your spouse
will be the best adviser in your
personal and professional life.
Spend some quality time this
week with members of your
immediate family Lucky
Numbers: 16, 62, 97.

BASIC NEEDS TRUST FUND
TENDER NOTICE
Construction of Sunday Wood Rudimentary Water
System, Toledo District
The Government of Belize has secured Grant No.GA23/BZE from
the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) towards the cost of
Water Projects and intends to apply part of the Funds to cover
eligible payments under the Contract for Construction of Sunday
Wood Rudimentary Water System, Toledo District.
The Social Investment Fund, a Statutory Corporation, established
under the Social Investment Fund Act No. 3 of 1996 and located at
Constitution Drive, Belmopan City, Cayo District, hereby invites
tenders from suitably qualified contractors for the construction of
the following:

CONTRACT #001.0408 of 2009: Construction of a
Rudimentary Water System for Sunday Wood, Toledo District
(Construction of tank, pump house and fence)

Construction of a 20,000 gallon ferro-concrete elevated water tank
measuring approximately 20’x20’x9’4" elevated by concrete 18"
columns 43’ off the ground at the tank base. The footings are
7’x7x’18" and are a maximum of 7’-6" below ground level. The
structure will be enclosed by a concrete/chain link fence with the
perimeter measuring 200’ with vehicular and pedestrian gates
strategically placed for easy access; and construction of a concrete
ground level pump house measuring 10’x10’ together with a
generator pad and a concrete/chain link fence with a perimeter
measuring 300’ with vehicular and pedestrian gates strategically
placed for easy access.

Tender documents can be obtained from the Social Investment Fund
as of Monday June 29, 2009 at the address below during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday for a
NON-REFUNDABLE fee of BZE$100.00 per package.
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “Quotation
for Sunday Wood RWS, Toledo District.

ADDRESSED TO:

Telephone: 600-8591

The Executive Director
Social Investment Fund
Constitution Drive
P.O. Box 459
Belmopan City, Cayo District
Tenders will be received at the above address no later than 2:00
p.m. on Friday, July 24, 2009. A Public Opening will be held at
the SIF Office in Belmopan at 2:15 p.m. on Friday, July 24,
2009.
The Social Investment Fund will conduct a pre-bid meeting at
2:00 p.m. on July 16, 2009 at the Office of the Social
Investment Fund, Constitution Drive, Belmopan with interested,
eligible bidders, to explain the tender documents and address any
queries.
The Social Investment Fund reserves the right to reject any or all
tenders.
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BY: Candy Gonzalez
Contact#: 501 824-2476

SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
Cayo, Wednesday, July 1,
2009:
Recognizing the fact that our
World Heritage Site is in danger
is an important first step in
improving our efforts to save it.
The potential for our inclusion
on the “World Heritage in
Danger” list is a positive thing,
presenting both an opportunity
and a challenge.
Much of the attention over the
last week has focused on a
perceived ‘threat’ to the tourism
industry from a danger listing –
but this is not likely.
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Background
In November, 2004, Belize
Institute of Environmental Law
and Policy (BELPO), with
support from many Belize
Alliance of Conservation NGOs
(BACONGO) members and
others, filed a petition asking the
World Heritage Committee to
designate the Belize Barrier
Reef System World Heritage Site
as a "World Heritage Site, In
Danger" to bring attention
to the threats to the Reef,
particularly from climate
change, and seek to give it more
protection.
Similar Petitions were filed for
the Huascaron Glacier Park
(Peru) and Mount Everest
(Nepal).
In 2005, 2006, and 2007
representatives of the petitioning
groups tried to get the World
Heritage Committee to recognize the petitions and address
climate change. In February
2006, Dr. Melanie McField went
to Paris to give expert testimony
in front of the World Heritage
Committee as to the state of the
Belize Barrier Reef System

HOME PROTECTOR INSURANCE COMPANY
LIMITED takes this opportunity to inform our
Valued Customers and the Public in general of the
relocation of our office.

FROM: Cristo Rey Road, Santa Elena Town
(near the Ministry of Works Compound)
TO: Mossiah Street, San Ignacio Town
(Busman Arnold Building, downstairs from the
Department of Human Services)
Reminding you that at HOME PROTECTOR we
continue providing you with the same high
quality of Insurances Services that you have
always expected from us.

OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday
8:00 am to 12:Noon and from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Call Us at 623-6963 for
Regular & Emergency Insurance Services.

(BBRS).
The Committee decided not to
list these sites in danger due to
climate change, but produced a
special report on the threat of
climate change on World
Heritage Sites and began
looking closer at the management systems in these World
Heritage Sites.
The Petition was based on the
premise that the reef was
suffering from great damage due
to climate change but other
factors, like tourism, cruise
ships, loosely controlled coastal
development, and overfishing
were making matters worse.
What Now?
UNESCO’s current recommendation to put the BBRS on
the In Danger List was a result
of their findings during a
weeklong visit in March. It
considers past problems, as in
the Bacalar Chico and Pelican
Cayes, and more recent
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) proposals currently
being considered within the
World Heritage Site (WHS).
Numerous parts of the WHS,
mainly mangrove islands, were
actually sold to individuals
(local and foreign) in direct
contravention to their status as a
World Heritage Site since 1996.
Putting the BBRS on the “In
Danger” list is a positive step
for the reef. It is something that
can bring international focus as
well as funding to management
efforts. Once Belize has taken
steps to better protect the World
Heritage Site, it can be removed
from the “In Danger” list.
The Galapagos World Heritage
Site was put on the World
Heritage In Danger list in June
2007. The President of Ecuador,
Rafael Correa, along with the
Charles Darwin Foundation,
supported the action in order to
draw attention to the greater
management effort needed
to ensure the long-term
conservation of this site, with
support from UNESCO and
other international bodies.
It was not perceived as a
condemnation of the country but
as a positive step to signal
an increase in the level of
management, recognition of its
fragility and its need for protection from over fishing, pollution,
natural disasters, problems with
managing tourism, despite
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having some of the strictest
regulations on development and
tourism anywhere.
Sound familiar? It is. Those
problems along with loosely
controlled coastal development
and even the sale of portions of
the BBRS are exactly what our
World Heritage Site faces and
the reason why it is in need of
added protection. Ignoring the
problems, as the previous
government chose to do, will
only make matters worse.
We should embrace this
chance to improve the BBRS
World Heritage Site's management defenses and encourage all
who care about the Reef to work
together to protect it for future
generations.
We join with all those calling
on the Government to make
every effort to implement the
following recommendations
* Cancel all land leases and
titles granted within the Belize
Barrier Reef Reserve System
(BBRS) World Heritage Site that
took place after 1996
* Place a permanent
prohibition on the sale /lease of
lands within the WHS
* Prohibit dredging and alterations of mangroves within
and in close proximity to the
WHS
* Complete, adopt and
implement the Coastal Zone
Management Plan
* Adopt and implement the
revisions aimed at strengthening
the Mangrove Protection Regulations
* Fill gaps in marine protected
areas, including an increase in
the amount of marine territory
under full protection (now less
than 4%)
* Revise the Environmental
Impact Assessment Regulations
and process to include stronger
consideration for the cumulative
impacts of developments
* Adopt and implement the
National Protected Areas
Co-Management Framework for
Belize
We urge the government to
keep collaborating with
non-governmental partners.
Unfortunately, reversing the
trend of reef decline is
increasingly more difficult.
Strong leadership and tough
management decisions are now
required to prevent this
magnificent natural treasure
from slipping away, both in
name and in actuality.
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TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras,
Thursday, July 2, 2009:
While the situation remains
somewhat tense in Honduras
since last Sunday’s coup which
resulted in the overthrowing of
President Manuel Zelaya;
Secretary General of the
Organization of American States
(OAS), Jose Miguel Insulza,
announced that he will be
visiting that troubled Central
American nation on Friday in an
effort to seek the return of the
ousted president to office.
“We hope the coup leaders
recognize the damage they are
doing to the country and the
world and allow the return of
President Zelaya,” said OAS
Secretary-General Jose Miguel
Insulza whilst attending a
meeting of Caricom Heads of
Government in Guyana.
Insulza informed that the OAS
has given Honduras’ caretaker
government until Saturday to
restore Zelaya or be suspended
from the body and that he will
be visiting Honduras, not to
negotiate, but rather with the
sole purpose of restoring Zelaya
to office.
President Manuel Zelaya was
ousted in a military coup last
Sunday in a dispute over
presidential term limits which is
an issue that has since evolved
into the biggest political crisis in
Central America since the U.S.
invasion of Panama in 1989.
Honduran coup backers,
headed by interim president
Roberto Micheletti, argue that
the overthrowing of Zelaya was
legally ordered by the Supreme
Court in an effort to stop him
from trying to extend the
four-year term in office and that
Zelaya was acting illegally in
seeking to amend the country’s
constitution.
While the state run TV
station showed images of a
march by several thousand
anti-Zelaya protesters, many
wearing the national colors of
blue and white as they took to
the streets of San Pedro Sula,
the same broadcaster chose not
to show images of a pro-Zelaya
protest of roughly the same size
in the capital, Tegucigalpa.
“OAS: We want democracy,
not Chavez,” one banner read
at an anti- Zelaya rally.
Over the past several months
Zelaya popularity is said to be
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low especially amoung the
wealthier conservative elite
resulting from Zelaya’s alliance
with Venezuelan President,
Hugo Chavez.
Zelaya’s popularity had fallen
to around 30 percent in recent
polls as he was pushing for a
referendum to change the
constitution in Honduras, an
impoverished coffee and
textile exporting country with a
population of about 7.5 million.
Since his ouster, Zelaya has
indicated that he intends to
return from Panama to
Honduras as president, but only
to serve out the remainder of his
term, which ends in January,
2010.
However, the interim

government informed that he
will be arrested as soon as he sets
foot on Honduran soil.
The interim government has
not mince words in saying that
Zelaya does not have a chance
of returning to office.
Like most Central American
nations, the European Union has
condemned the coup and EU
president Sweden said all the
ambassadors from the 27 nation
bloc had left Honduras.
No foreign government has
yet talked of sanctions against
Honduras but Central American
neighbors suspended border
trade for two days this week.
Any economic embargo could
harm coffee supplies, which
have so far been untouched by
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the turmoil.
The Honduran Congress
approved a decree on
Wednesday to crack down on
opposition during a nightly
curfew imposed after the coup.
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GALEN
UNIVERSITY,
Central
Farm,
Cayo,
Thursday, July 2, 2009:
Summer courses on the
campus of Galen University,
mile 62.5, Western Highway are
in full swing.
In the company of University
of Indianapolis (UINDY)
visiting professors Stephen
Nawrocki and Sherry Gibbs,
students are trekking through the
orange orchard, not to pick fruit,
but to check the status of a
decaying pig for the Intro to
Forensic Anthropology course.
Under the watchful eye of Dr.
Tesecum other students in the
Exploring Animal Health and
Diseases course are making
their way through the farms of
the Cayo and Stann Creek
districts to observe, diagnose,
and help educate farmers in
techniques aimed at strengthen
their animal management
practices.
Additionally, in the
surrounding villages of the Cayo
District students assist the local
humane society in offering
villagers free spay and neuter
clinics for their pets while
veterinarian Dr. PaquetDurand is shepherding students
through the “Wildlife of Belize”
course by spending two days and
one night at the Belize Zoo
examining birds, reptiles, and
mammals and, among other
activities, interacting with the
Black Howler monkeys at the
Community Baboon Sanctuary.
With Dr. Colin Young,
budding ethnobotanists have
traveled to Masewal Mayan
Forest Garden to learn about the
Maya system of healing and the
multiple uses of local plants.
Some of Galen’s summer
courses seek to better serve
practicing teachers.
The special summer program
for teachers runs from June 29,
after schools have closed, right
to to August 8.
Under the guidance of Dr.
Filiberto Penados and Dr.
Alberto August, education
students will learn how to better
plan and manage their
classrooms to ensure all children
in their care have the best chance
to achieve their goals.
Students will be engaged in a
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critical examination of the social
context of schooling and
Dr. Penados will mentor
teachers enrolled in Education
and Society and Classroom
Management.
Not to be outdone, the arts
have been the focus in courses,
such as Digital Photography,
whose students will exhibited
their beautiful works on
Saturday, June 27 at the Mall in
downtown San Ignacio.
Photos ranging from the
abstract to a poignant image of
a woman praying her rosary
testify that the students have
been able to, as the theme of the
exhibit indicates, ReFrame their
vision of the world.
For students who don’t feel
artistic even a course entitled
Beginning Drawing may have
seemed intimidating. However,
under the sensitive guidance of
UINDY visiting lecturer
Marilyn McElwain, students
have surprised themselves with
the pencil and charcoal line
drawings and the attempts to
create the illusion of three
dimensional drawings.
For the first time the
University is offering a
combined course Introduction
to Theater/Theatre Production.
Under the leadership of UINDY
visiting lecturer Cate Moran
whereby students are engaged in
dramatizing Belizean poems and
a play depicting the sometimes
frustrating, often adventurous,
ride through the streets of San
Ignacio Town.
One of the most innovative
courses is the two-week
intensive course in Sustainable
Development. The University
Provost, Dr. Adamson led
students through a process of
visioning the sustainable world
they would like to pass on to
their
children,
finding
information on the state of the
world today, developing a
roadmap to get to the sustainable
world of the future, and making
an action plan to start them on
the journey to that world.
Please be reminded that
applications for Fall 2009 are
being accepted online at
admissions@galenu.edu.bz or
visit GU’s webpage at http://
www.galen.edu.bz/.
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BASIC NEEDS TRUST FUND
TENDER NOTICE
Construction of Rudimentary Water Systems, Belize
The Government of Belize has secured Grant No.GA23/BZE from
the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) towards the cost of Water
Projects and intends to apply part of the Funds to cover eligible
payments under the Contract for Construction of Rudimentary
Water System in San Felipe, Orange Walk District, and
Construction of RWS for Corozalito/St. Anne’s/ Santana, Belize
District.
The Social Investment Fund, a Statutory Corporation, established
under the Social Investment Fund Act No. 3 of 1996 and located at
Constitution Drive, Belmopan City, Cayo District, hereby invites
tenders from suitably qualified contractors for the construction of
the following:
CONTRACT #001.0404 of 2009: Construction of a
Rudimentary Water System for San Felipe, Orange Walk
District (Construction of tank, pump house and fence) AND
CONTRACT #001.0403 of 2009: Construction of RWS for
Corozalito/St. Anne’s/Santana, Belize District (Construction of
tank, pump house and fence) includes:
Construction of a 20,000 gallon ferro-concrete elevated water tank
measuring approximately 20’x20’x9’4" elevated by concrete 13"
columns 43’ off the ground at the tank base. The footings are
6’x6’14" and are a maximum of 6’ below ground level. The
structure will be enclosed by a concrete/chain link fence with the
perimeter measuring 300’ with vehicular and pedestrian gates
strategically placed for easy access; and construction of a concrete
ground level pump house measuring 10’x10’ together with a
generator pad and a concrete/chain link fence with a perimeter
measuring 120’ with vehicular and pedestrian gates strategically
placed for easy access.
Tender documents can be obtained from the Social Investment Fund
as of Monday June 29, 2009 at the address below during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday for a
NON-REFUNDABLE fee of BZE$100.00 per package.
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked
“Quotation for San Felipe RWS, Orange Walk OR Quotation
for Construction of RWS for Corozalito/St. Anne’s/Santana,
Belize District.
ADDRESSED TO:
The Executive Director
Social Investment Fund
Constitution Drive
P.O. Box 459
Belmopan City, Cayo District
Tenders will be received at the above address no later than 2:00
p.m. on Friday, July 24, 2009. A Public Opening will be held at
the SIF Office in Belmopan at 2:15 p.m. on Friday, July 24, 2009.
The Social Investment Fund will conduct a pre-bid meeting at 2:00
p.m. on July 16, 2009 at the Office of the Social Investment Fund,
Constitution Drive, Belmopan with interested, eligible bidders, to
explain the tender documents and address any queries.
The Social Investment Fund reserves the right to reject any or all
tenders.
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BELMOPAN, Monday, June
29, 2009:
Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. Rene Montero
recently concluded a two-day
consultation visit with farmers
and fishermen in the Toledo
District.
The June 25 and 26 visit was
geared towards the opening of
dialogue and sharing of policies
of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries for the promotion
and development of the
agriculture sector.
During the consultation
the farmers presented many of
the challenges affecting
their productive capacities and
requested the intervention of
the Ministry to support their
cause.
The first leg of the tour
on Thursday June 25, Minister
Montero visited with villagers in
Monkey River, Toledo where he
and the team met with over forty
fishermen and presented them
with some of the new
legislations to regulate and
improve current fishing
practices, such as the passing
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of a mandate to prohibit net
fishing and the implementation
of zoning regulation.
Other matters discussed
included Catch Sharing, Sport
Fishing and the granting of
fishing license exclusively to
Belizean fishermen.
The Fishermen from Monkey

River also expressed keen
interest in forming a fishing
association for the development
and implementation of a plan
that would ensure the
responsible and sustainable use
of the marine resources.
Then on Friday, June 26
Minister Montero held session
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with fishermen of Rio Grande.
Key topics discussed was the
possibility of exporting fin fish
to Jamaica, issuance of fishing
license, net fishing and the
sustainable harvest of sea
cucumber.
During the meeting, fishing
folks in attendance were
encouraged to venture into
Please Turn To Page 22
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SOCIAL INVESTMENT FUND
Continued From Page 6

addressed.
As you are aware, on June 30,
2008, the Supreme Court
ordered the Department of
Environment (DOE) to fulfill
certain obligations of the
ECP for the Chalillo Dam.
In Paragraph 78 of the decision
(BELPO v Department of
Environment/ Ministry of
Natural Resources, Supreme
Court of Belize Claim number
302 of 2007), the Court declared
that “(i) .. the ECP imports
duties on BECOL the fourth
respondent
which
the
defendant the DOE is lawfully
bound to see implemented and
fulfilled;” and ordered that “(iii)
. . the Dam Break Early
Warning System and the
communications system to
relay a possible dam break
flash flood be routinely tested
or simulated for effectiveness,
particularly between June
and November each year;”
ordered that “(iv) . . the DOE
to require BECOL to carry out
public information programme
explaining to the local
population along the Macal
River in the vicinity of the
Chalillo Dam, the health risks
associated with high levels of
mercury in fish;” ordered that
“(v) . . the taxa richness of
benthic communities be
included as a relevant
parameter in monitoring and
testing the water quality in
Chalillo; . .”
In November 2008, BECOL
held a public information
session in San Ignacio Town
along with presenters from
Public Health and the
Department of Environment. At
that time, concern was raised
about the absence of a dam break
early warning system, the lack
of information on water quality
and the lack of information on
mercury levels in the fish.
The Public Health Officer
stated that studies had been done
and warned that fish from the

Macal River did contain
high levels of mercury. But
that information was not
disseminated to the public, in
general. Concerning the water
quality tests, it was stated they
were “too expensive” to carry
out. Yet people said they and
people they knew had suffered
and were suffering from various
intestinal problems.
When Mr. Lynn Young
appeared on LOVE FM’s
Morning Show on March 16,
2009, a caller asked him about
these things. He said that
NEMO was the reason there was
no dam break early warning
system. He then said the reason
there were problems about
getting reliable testing done on
the water and on the fish was due
to “9-11”.
When this was brought to Mr.
Alegria’s attention, he said Mr.
Young was “joking”. It is no
joking matter especially when it
was broadcast on the radio.
As another “hurricane
season” approaches, the
majority of the obligations are
still unmet. We say we are a
nation that respects the “rule of
law” yet, in the past, rich and
powerful businesses and people
flaunt and hold themselves
above our laws.
We ask that you urgently
address these serious matters.
People are worried about the
lack of any dam break warning
system and there is great concern
over the safety of the water and
fish of the Macal River.
We believe you have done a
great deal to address the abuse
of power of the previous
administration
and
its
“friends”. We sincerely hope
you can get the Court’s order
implemented.
Sincerely, Candy B.
Gonzalez, for the Belize
Institute of Environmental Law
and Policy (BELPO) , acting
on behalf of the people and
communities downstream of
the dam projects.

PROJECT: ROARING CREEK NAZARENE
PRIMARY SCHOOL ICT CENTER
CALL FOR PROPOSALS – INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY TRAINING
Background:
The Government of Belize has received funding through the
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) for the cost of income
generating skills training projects and is applying part of the funds
to establish an Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Center at the Roaring Creek Nazarene Primary School to provide
students and the public with access to computers and the internet.
The project is also training residents in ICT related skills that can
lead to income generation or integration in the work force.
The project has provided The Nepotia Hotspot Starter Kit to
calculate and monitor computer/internet usage at the center. A
consultant is now required to train the center operators and
Management Committee in the use of this system.
Objective:
The main objective of the consultancy is to:
1. Set up the Nepotia Hotspot Starter Kit at the center.
2. Train the center operators and persons responsible for the
management of the center in the use of the Nepotia Hotspot Starter
Kit.
Scope of Services:
The consultant will
1. Assess the operation and equipment at the center and install
the kit to ensure that all machines (approximately 15 computers)
are being monitored
2. Provide eight (8) hours of training during a period of one (1)
month to the center operators, staff and other persons involved with
the management of the center. The training will cover the use of
the system to calculate and record fees and to generate reports.
Qualification and Experiences:
The consultant should have an Associate Degree in IT or three years
of experience in the use of the Nepotia Hotspot Starter Kit or a
similar system.
Deliverables:
The consultant will submit a report that will:
1. Include the name and hours of training for each participant
and
2. Weekly reports generated by the Nepotia Hotspot Starter Kit
for one month.
Period of Consultancy:
1. The period of consultancy is expected to be thirty (30) days.
The consultancy is expected to commence by early August 2009.
Suitably qualified individuals or firms are invited to submit
consultancy proposals in a sealed envelope to the Executive
Director (SIF) at the address below by 4:00 p.m. Friday, July 17,
2009. The name and address of the applicant shall be clearly marked
on the envelope containing each proposal.
All information must be submitted in the English Language and
addressed to:

Executive Director
Social Investment Fund
Constitution Drive
Belmopan
If you have any questions please feel free to contact our
Office at tel: 822-0508/0508/0239 or Fax: 822-0279.

Sunday, July 5, 2009

-

Continued From Page 3

the Business Bureau, the
Pharmacists Association, the
Doctors Association, and or the
Government of Belize to look
into this now instead of waiting
until another huge scandal (or
casualties) develops before
actions are taken to address this
important issue.
Besides putting the peoples’
health and pockets at risk, I also
believe that such a business
practice is very unfair to the
Pharmacist who spent many
years studying and getting
certified so that he could open
his own Pharmacy only to find
out now that the only business
available to him or her is the little
that has escaped the Doctors’
grasps.
It is also my understanding,
from speaking to colleagues
within the Pharmaceuticals
industry, that many of these
doctors do not employ certified,
qualified pharmacists even
though this is a requirement for
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anyone operating a Pharmacy in
Belize.
With such a loose system, how
do we know that we are being
given the right medicine every
time we visit the Doctor or
whether we are being given an
inferior product that needs to be
moved from inventory? How
about controlled drugs? Who
monitors to make sure that these
Doctors are not over-prescribing
or allowing controlled drugs to
hit the streets un-noticed?
Editor, issues like the one
I am addressing are very
oppressive to the poor populace
but are often times left
untouched because they favor
the rich minority. For that
reason, I would like to thank you
for allowing me to express my
concerns and for giving me the
opportunity of send out a call to
the proper and relevant
authorities to address this
problem before it gets too late.
Signed
Orlando Valladares Jr.
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SOCIAL INVESTMENT FUND
TENDER NOTICE
Construction of Rudimentary Water Systems, Toledo District
(Construction of Tank and Pump House with Fence)
The Government of Belize has secured Grant No.9366/BEL (Europe
AID/126752/D/ACT/BZ) from European Union (EU) towards the
cost of Water Projects and intends to apply part of the Funds to cover
eligible payments under Contracts for the Bladden Rudimentary
Water System Construction, San Isidro Rudimentary Water
System Construction and San Pablo Rudimentary Water
System Construction, Toledo District.
The Social Investment Fund, a Statutory Corporation, established
under the Social Investment Fund Act No. 3 of 1996 and located at
Constitution Drive, Belmopan City, Cayo District, hereby invites
tenders from suitably qualified contractors for the construction of
the following:
CONTRACT #001.0405 of 2009: Bladden Rudimentary Water
System (Construction of Tank and Pump House with Fence)
CONTRACT #001.0406 of 2009: San Isidro Rudimentary Water
System (Construction of Tank and Pump House with Fence)
CONTRACT #001.0407 of 2009 San Pablo Rudimentary Water
System (Construction of Tank and Pump House with Fence)

Works include: construction of a 20,000 gallon ferro-concrete
elevated water tank measuring approximately 20’x20’x9’4" elevated
by concrete 18" columns 43’ off the ground at the tank base. The
footings are 7’x7’x18" and are a maximum of 7’- 6" below ground
level. The structure will be enclosed by a concrete/chain link fence
with the perimeter measuring 200’ with vehicular and pedestrian
gates strategically placed for easy access; and construction of a
concrete ground level pump house measuring 10’x10’ together with
a generator pad and a concrete/chain link fence with a perimeter
measuring 300’ with vehicular and pedestrian gates strategically
placed for easy access.
Tender documents can be obtained from the Social Investment
Fund as of Monday, June 29, 2009 at the address below during
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday for a
NON-REFUNDABLE fee of BZE$100.00 per package.
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked
“Quotation for Bladden RWS Construction OR Quotation for
San Isidro RWS Construction OR Quotation for San Pablo RWS
Construction.
ADDRESSED TO:

The Executive Director
Social Investment Fund
Constitution Drive
P.O. Box 459
Belmopan City, Cayo District

Tenders will be received at the above address no later than 2:00 p.m.
on Friday, July 24, 2009. A Public Opening will be held at the SIF
Office in Belmopan at 2:15 p.m. on Friday, July 24, 2009.
The Social Investment Fund will conduct a pre-bid meeting at 2:00
p.m. on July 16, 2009 at the Office of the Social Investment Fund,
Constitution Drive, Belmopan with interested eligible bidders to
explain the tender documents and address any queries from
interested eligible bidders.
The Social Investment Fund reserves the right to reject any or all
tenders.
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Continued From Page 18

satellite farming of tilapia due
to the suitable environmental
conditions.
The tour likewise took the minister on a visit with members of
the Toledo Livestock Growers’
Association where the topics of
discussion included market
potential of exporting beef and
other bi-products to Mexico; the
high cost of inputs such as
fertilizer, barbwire; the granting
of license, by the Forestry
Department, for the extraction
of farm post. Minister Montero
took the opportunity of reiterated
the ministry continued support
through the provision of
technical support to producers in

Continued From Page 19
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order to expand and ensure the
development of the livestock
industry.
Minister Montero also took
time out to meet with members
of the Toledo Grain Growers’
Association to address some of
their concerns such as the price
for rice seed and paddy rice.
The Minster committed to
ensure that farmers receive a fair
price for their produce.
He also made commitment to
continue supporting small
farmers by providing farm
machinery and other equipment
to assist in land preparation and
the provision of technical
assistance to ensure increase
production and profitability.

-
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Now Offering 6” Cement Blocks For Only $1.15 each
Also providing top quality Dressed & Rough Hardwood
and Mahogany Lumber, Sand, Cement, Steel, Plywood,
Celotex, Roofing, Doors And A Whole Lot More.

Efficient Service and Low Prices Everyday!
Call Us At: 824-2959 Jose Marin, Manager

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that, I, OSCAR RENE CANO, is
applying for a certificate to operate as a Money Lender
under the Money Lenders Act Chapter 260 of the Laws of
Belize, Revised Edition 2000, to operate in the name of
CANO’S JEWELRY from that building located at #36
Burns Avenue, San Ignacio, Cayo. The hearing for this
purpose is scheduled to be held in San Ignacio’s Magistrate
Court on a date to be fixed by the Presiding Magistrate.

Sunday, July 5, 2009
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CAL STATE UNIVERSITY
AT FRESNO, California,USA
Saturday, May 23, 2009:
After four years of intensive
theoretical and practical

Continued From Front Page

Street in Santa Elena Town told
police that after attending a
Saturday night graduation party
in San Ignacio Town along with
two cousins and on the way back
home at about 1:30 am on
Sunday, June 28 they were
attacked by three male persons.
Smith informed that they
stopped and were sitting on a
culvert at a street corner when
three male persons on bicycles
passed by. The trio reportedly
passed several times with the
tension mounting every time
they passed. On about the third
passage, the trio stopped and two
of them reportedly each pulled
out a machete that they were
carrying on the bicycle they were
riding. The third person
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instructions, Joaquin Javier
Depaz, 24, today graduated
from Lyles College of
Engineering, California State
University at Fresno with a
Bachelor’s of Science Degree in

reportedly pulled out a knife
and launched an attack against
Smith and his two cousins.
While the two cousins received
minor injuries, Smith emerged
with more severe injuries and
after being rushed to the
San Ignacio hospital he was
transferred by ambulance to the
Western Regional Hospital in
Belmopan where he is said to be
recovering from a stab wound to
the left side of the chest.
The investigation has led to the
arrest of Alberto Miralda, 20,
Belizean laborer of a Trapiche
Area address in Santa Elena,
Cayo. Miralda was formally
arrested and charged for the
attempt murder of Anthony
Smith.
On Wednesday, July 1, the
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Geomatics Engineering.
While he did exceeding well
during the four years at Cal
State, Joaquin emerged with a
GPA of 3.7 in the final semester
and graduated with an overall
impressive GPA of 3.0.
In the world of engineering,
Geomatics is a relatively new

accused was brought before
Magistrate Rachel Montejo,
who is currently holding over
for Magistrate Kathleen
Lewis.
After reading the single
attempt murder charge to him,
Magistrate Montejo remanded
Miralda to the Hattieville Prison
until Thursday, August 6, 2009
when he should be brought back
before the court.

-

Page 23

term which incorporates the
older field of surveying along
with many other aspects of
spatial data management. It is a
rapidly developing discipline
that focuses on information with
a location being the primary
factor used to integrate a very
wide range of data for viewing
and analysis.
In an effort to gain advanced
practical experience as he
prepares to advance into the
Master’s Degree Program next
year, Joaquin has taken up
employment as a Lands
Technician with the California
based, Pacific Gas & Electric
Co. Limited in Concord,
California. PG&E is considered
as a major American Utility
Company.
Joaquin is the eldest son of
Jose “Che” and Martha Depaz
of Toucan Street, San Ignacio,
Cayo.
We join with relatives
and friends in congratulating
Joaquin on this latest
achievement and we wish
him all the very best in his
present employment as he
prepares for advancement in
his chosen profession.
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