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SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
CAYO, Monday, May 4, 2009:
San Ignacio Police is yet to
make an arrest in the case of the
Labor Day burglary at St.
Martin’s Credit Union.
It was shortly after 9:00 am
on Friday, May 1, 2009, when
the Credit Union’s General
Manager, Ronald Hulse, visited
the San Ignacio Police Station
and reported that the Credit
Union building, located at #3
Eve Street in San Ignacio Town,
was burglarized.
General Manager Hulse

informed that at the close of the
business day on Thursday, April

BELMOPAN, Monday, May
4, 2009:
He was arrested and charged
for the 2007 robbery at 8&8
Chinese Grocery Store located
on Bishop Martin Street in Santa
Elena and today, a jury of his
peers found Joel Sierra, 19
guilty of robbery.
Having heard the evidence,
the jury was obviously
convinced that Joel Sierra was
one of two armed masked
robbers who stormed into the
Chinese Store, held the owner
and a shop assistant at gunpoint

while they proceeded to rob the
store of cash, telephone cards,
cigars and liquor.
Presiding Judge, Justice
John Troadio Gonzalez,
subsequently sentenced him to
10 years imprisonment.
The case for the prosecution
was presented by the new
British Attorney Elizabeth
Purcell while Sierra was
undefended in court
The entire incident which
unfolded in less than 2 minutes
was caught on the store’s
surveillance camera.

SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo,
Wednesday, May 6, 2009:

It was shortly after midday on
Wednesday, May 6, 2009 when
police received the report of
the presence of a suspicious
package in an vacant lot in the
Santa Cruz area of Santa Elena

San Ignacio Police are today
reporting the removal of two
home made guns from the streets
of the twin municipalities.

SAN IGNACIO TOWN,
CAYO, Wednesday, May 6,
2009:
An alert Teller at Scotia Bank,
San Ignacio branch, today came
upon a counterfeit $20 bill in a
Town Council deposit.
Reports reaching us indicate
that the counterfeit note is so

close to the real thing that it is
not surprising how it was not
detected by the person who paid
it into the Town Council, and
likewise how it escaped the
attention of the Council’s
Cashier who received it.
The bogus 20 bucks, however,
came to a FULL STOP at the

30, the building was properly
secured as the staff left for the

Price $1.00

day. He informed that it was
shortly after 8:00 am on Friday,
May 1, when an alert employee,
passing the area, came upon the
strange sighting of one of the
Credit Union’s security safe in
the parking lot near the back
gate. Hulse rushed to the scene
where he confirmed the sighting.
He then went over to the police
station and made the initial
report.
Upon arrival police observed
that the building was burglarized
and that entry was gained by
cutting the burglar bar from a
window located on the western
side of the ground floor.
Further investigation revealed
that the interior of the building
was in a ransack state as cash
drawers from all teller stations
were searched and left in a
disorganized state.
Investigators also observed
clear indication of disruption in
other offices along with signs of
tampering with the locking
device on the much larger main
safe.
The investigation also revealed
Please Turn To Page 19

Joel Sierra, 19

Town. A team of policemen
rushed to the area where a
search led to the discovery of
a homemade gun capable of
discharging 9 mm rounds. The
item, wrapped in a black plastic

The Two Homemade Guns

counter of the trained eyes of
the bank teller and the Council’s
deposit was recorded - minus, of
course, the bogus $20.
The serial number on the
counterfeit $20 is CB973449.
The public is advised to be
ever vigilant for counterfeit
money in circulation.

bag, was found near a drain in
tall bushes.
Two hours later, at around
2:00 pm, a concern citizen
invited San Ignacio police
again to the Santa Cruz area
where the person handed
over a homemade contraption
capable of discharging 12 gauge
cartridges.
Both items were labeled as
found property, and are now in
the custody of San Ignacio
police.
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The new Commissioner of Police (R) taking the Oath of Office
administered by Chief Magistrate Margaret Gabb McKenzie (L)

BELIZE CITY, Eastern
Division Police Headquarters,
Raccoon Street, Monday, May
4, 2009:
Eastern Division Police
Headquarters on Raccoon

Street in Belize City was the
venue today for the official
introduction of the new
Commissioner of the Belize
Police Department and five new
Assistant Commissioners of

Police, a move intended to
usher a new management style
into the department.
On hand for the official
introduction was National
Security Minister, Hon. Carlos
Perdomo.
During the brief ceremony
Minister Perdomo introduced

The San Ignacio/Santa Elena Town Council, in conjunction with the Easter Fair
Committee presents the Financial Report (Balance Sheet of Income & Expenditure)
for the Municipal Easter Fair 2009:
INCOME
Gate Other Income Stalls Vendors Sponsors Band Fest Stalls -

TOTAL INCOME:

EXPENDITURE

$27,318.08
$14,000.00
$ 6,375.00
$ 5,485.00
$ 1,925.00
$ 710.00

$55,813.08

Workers Police Security Electrical (Labour/Materials) Stall Construction Advertising Music Bowen & Bowen (Loan) Entertainment Portable Toilets Rental Chairs/Tables BWSL (Installation) Miscellaneous -

$5,724.75
$5,052.00
$3,652.80
$3,114.71
$2,285.00
$2,150.00
$1,500.00
$1,150.50
$ 960.00
$ 700.00
$ 285.00
$ 109.65

TOTAL EXPENDITURE:

$26,684.41

NET PROFIT:

$29,128.67

$55,813.08

The San Ignacio/Santa Elena Town Council and the Easter Fair Committee would like to thank
everyone who supported the Annual Easter Fair 2009. We are pleased to report that, because of
your support, the Fair was an overwhelming success. Please be informed that all the profit
realized from the event will be invested in community projects within our twin municipalities
of San Ignacio and Santa Elena.

Commissioner of Police
Crispin Lincoln Jefferies
along with Assistant Commissioners of Police, Noel Miguel
Leal (Head of the Police
Special Branch); Elodio
Aragon Jr. (Management
Services); Miguel Segura
(Commander, National Crime
Investigation Branch); David
Henderson (Remains as
the Officer Commanding
Eastern Division) and James
Magdaleno (Takes over from
Jeffries as the Commander of
Operations).
Minister Perdomo informed
that the new thrust of the
department is production
oriented and is intended to
address the supervisory
shortcomings that has been
festering within the Department
over the years. For his
part Commissioner Jefferies
informed that his primary
concentration will be geared
towards equipping and training
the department.
Today’s official introduction
follows on the heels of last
Thursday’s official change of the
department’s command. The
event took place at the National
Police Training Academy in
Belmopan on Thursday, April
30
whereby
outgoing
Commissioner of Police Gerald
Lincoln Westby officially passed
the department’s colors to the
new Commissioner Crispin
Lincoln Jefferies.
The program began at noon
with a lunch inside the police
canteen after which the
ceremony moved into an
adjoining room with Assistant
Superintendent of Police Bart
Jones, serving as Master of
Ceremony followed by Pastor
Luis Wade Sr., with the
Please Turn To Page 8
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Belize’s First Lady, Mrs. Kim
Simplis-Barrow is currently on
a tour of children’s homes
countrywide.
The tour began this past
Monday, April 27, 2009. The
First Lady has indicated that she
intends to visit all such facilities
across the country. The tour is a
part of her ongoing efforts to
familiarize herself with the
situation of children in Belize.
In the latter part of last year
Mrs. Barrow was appointed by
Cabinet as Belize’s Special
Envoy for Children.
Mrs. Barrow’s appointment is
in keeping with the results of the
last Special Meeting on Children
of CARICOM’s Council on
Human and Social Development
held in February 2008 which
called for the up scaling of
efforts by member countries to
promote and safeguard the rights
of children in the region.
The meeting called for the
identification of regional and
national “Champions for
children” as one strategy to
focus attention on children’s
rights issues.
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Mrs. Kim Simplis-Barrow
The Special Envoy for
Children, which is an unpaid
position, is intended to be the
Belizean champion for children.
The Special Envoy works
primarily in collaboration with
the Ministry of Human
Development and Social
Transformation and the National
Committee for Families and
Children to fulfill the following
duties:
a) Engage in public awareness
and education activities
designed to sensitize the general
public to issues affecting
children.
b) Collaborate with
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government and quasi-government bodies to present projects
seeking financial resources at
home and abroad to support
government programmes and
initiatives for children
c) Advocate for and influence
the development of social
policies and legislation in
defence of children.
d) Advocate for the implementation of programmes and
initiatives that benefit children
and their families and promote
their rights.
e) Participate in delegations

-
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that represent the Government of
Belize at international and
national forums relating to
children.
In 2009, Mrs. Barrow intends
to focus on the issue of
commercial sexual exploitation
of children and children
with disabilities. She will
be accompanied on her
tour by Ms. Judith Alpuche,
Chief Executive Officer of
the Ministry of Human
Development and Social
Transformation and other
officials of that Ministry, as
well as from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Monday:
Draft Beer -$3.00
Tuesday:
Local Rum -$3.00
Wednesday:
Margaritas $9.95
Thursday:
Piña Colada -$9.95
Mon. to Fri. 5 to 7 P.M

HAPPY HOUR

Friday:
Micheladas -$4.00

Mexican & Belizean Menu
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BY Lisa & Andre Lessard
CRISTO REY VILLAGE, Cayo
District, Monday, April 27, 2009:
With about 250 to 300 persons in
attendance, the 1st Annual
“Festival of Lights” held last
Saturday night in the western

-
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village of Cristo Rey Village in the
Cayo District, can be qualified as a
VERY successful event
The Festival, organized by the
Winsom Foundation, provided
good/clean fun for all those persons
who took time out to attend.
The Foundation would like to

thank all those persons and
business establishments for their
generous donations which helped
to make the event the success it
was.
It gives us pleasure to report that
Frances Rodriguez won the Grand
Prize of 2 nights stay for 2 in a
condo at Island Caribbean, San

-
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Pedro along with airfare, 4
breakfasts and 4 dinners.
The second prize winner was Dr.
Fidel Cuellar. He walked away
with 2 nights stay for 4 at Camino
Del Rio in Caves Branch.
We take this opportunity to
congratulate Ms. Rodriguez and Dr.
Cuellar as well as all winners of the
more than 30 other wonderful
prizes.

Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
FELIPE PAZ is applying for
a MALT & CIDER LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to
operate LA PASADITA located at the
Iguana Creek/Spanish Lookout
Junction in the Cayo District.
Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
YUAN HAI ZHEN is applying
for a RESTAURANT LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to
operate SUMMER PALACE located
on Benque Viejo Road, San Ignacio
Town in the Cayo District.

Sunday, May 10, 2009
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PUBLISHED
BY
THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
MEXICO

Mexico City, Sunday, April 26,
2009:

I. THE VIRUS

1. What is influenza?
It is a highly contagious
respiratory disease of viral
origin.
2. Is the virus a bacteria? If
not, how long can it remain
active outside a human carrier?
The virus is not a bacteria.
Rather it is known as a complex
supra-molecular structure which
to replicate or reproduce itself
requires a suitable host cell.
It is possible for the influenza
virus to remain active on
different surfaces, which is why
it is recommendable to follow
the hygiene measures that the
Ministry of Health has made
public.
3.What type of influenza is
affecting Mexico? Is it the same
as seasonal influenza?
No. This influenza, known as
swine influenza, is different
from those known so far which
have affected human beings. The
virus is A (H1N1).
4. What are the symptoms of
this virus?
*Fever higher than 39 degrees
centigrade (102.2°F)
*Dry cough and runny nose
*Sore muscles and headache
*Nausea or diarrhea
5. How is influenza
diagnosed?
The diagnosis is done by a
doctor by identifying the virus
in nose or throat secretions
(viral isolation) in the first
24-72 hours after the illness has
begun, or by means of a blood
test to identify antibodies.
6. How does a doctor
confirm the presence of
influenza in a patient?
Through a special laboratory
test.
7. What can happen to me if
I catch this virus?
The swine influenza virus can
be controlled if detected in
time, which is why it is very
important to see a doctor as soon
as the symptoms appear.
8. Is it possible to be ill from
influenza without yet showing
any symptoms?
Yes. The symptoms can
appear after you have caught the
virus.
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9. They say young people
between the ages of 25 and 45
are the most vulnerable. Why?
The groups at highest risk
are children under 5 and
the aged, or people with
manifestations that diminish
their immunological capacity.
People who smoke, live with
diabetes or some other chronic
disease are at greater risk. In the
current epidemic young adults
have been in closer contact
with the virus because of their
mobility.
10. How is influenza
transmitted from one person to
another?
By direct contact between
people or with objects
containing the virus which then
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have access to the respiratory
tract.
11. Is it possible for the virus
to travel and be transmitted by
means other than human
contact? For example, is it
possible for the virus to be
suspended in the air or
contained in food or export
goods?
The virus is transmitted from
person to person, whether by
contact with saliva droplets
(coughing or sneezing) or with
contaminated surfaces and
materials, including hands,
toys, plates, glasses, computer
keyboards, telephones, door
handles, bathroom faucets
and other commonly used
utensils.
12. Will the rainy season
represent a major problem in
terms of transmission of the
virus?

-
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There is no relation
whatsoever.
13.Where do I go if I have
symptoms?
To health center or any clinic
or hospital.
14. Is it possible to acquire the
illness through Mexican
export products, whether fresh
or canned, or through
correspondence and parcels
from Mexico?
No. The virus is active only
for a few minutes outside the
organism. Canned goods are not
virus transmitters. Fresh
produce should be handled with
the usual hygiene measures to
avoid transmission of diverse
diseases.
15. Can I eat pork?
Infection is viral, transmitted
from person to person, so
there is no problem with eating
pork.
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BY: Jose “Fudge” Cruz, diabetic
patient
SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Wednesday, April 29,
2009:
In the past, many good sons and
daughters of this beautiful jewel of
ours have passed away as a result
of chronic diseases.
It is in this connection that I find
it necessary to relate my story and
to let you know what is presently
transpiring in my life.
In September 2006, I went
completely blind as a result of
diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma.
I was subsequently retired on
medical grounds from the job I held
with the Ministry of Agriculture.
Since I only had 3 ½ years of
service with the Government of
Belize, I did not qualify for a
pension.
In November 2006, I was
diagnosed with polycystic kidneys.
As a result I must undergo dialysis
treatment three times each week.
This procedure is done only at
Belize Health Care Partners in
Belize City at a cost of $680 for
each session.
The Government of Belize,
through the Ministry of Health is
currently subsidizing this
treatment. However; transportation, medication, blood tests and
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Diabetic patient,
Jose “Fudge”Cruz
emergency fees along with
accesses, are not covered. These
peripheral costs run anywhere
between $600 and $800 weekly.
This cost is posing severe
challenges especially since I am
both unemployed and without a
pension.
Fortunately, some good
Samaritans from time to time,
render financial assistance and with
the grace of God, I have been
surviving.
I have encountered numerous
other challenges resulting from this
disability.
I must tell you however, that as I
continue surviving, I have had
people violently confronting me

because they assume that I am
drunk and rude especially when I
would accidentally bump into them
as I maneuver in public.
Who feels it knows it. So to
them I say, I am sorry and I forgive
them as I continue to ask God to
bless them.
Please be aware that I am in
need, I am sick, unemployed and
with mounting medical bills.
Despite this ability, and like the
late great Martin Luther King “I
have a dream”.
I have a dream to one day be able
to raise the necessary funds to build
a kidney center.
I am working very hard on this
dream as I would like no one else
to be in my shoe.
I realize that this is no easy task. I

-
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realize that it takes time and money
to fulfill this dream. However, upon
completion, a facility of this kind
will serve the general public and
maybe even members of my own
family especially given the fact that
this illness is hereditary.
I therefore take this opportunity
to inform the general public that on
Thursday, May 14, PLUS TV will
be hosting a four-hour live
telethon from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. to raise funds for me and three
other patients. The event will be
broadcasted live on television.
Save us! Help us! It could be you
tomorrow.
Anyone wishing to contribute can
make deposits into Belize Bank
Account No. 11536 or in person
when you see me walking the
streets. Thank you in advance for
your kind consideration.

Now Offering 6” Cement Blocks For Only $1.15 each
Also providing top quality Dressed & Rough
Hardwood and Mahogany Lumber, Sand,
Cement, Steel, Plywood, Celotex, Roofing, Doors
and More.

Efficient Service and Low Prices Everyday!
Call Us At: 824-2959 Jose Marin, Manager

VACANCY-SECRETARY
Applications are invited from suitable qualified persons
to fill the post of Secretary at the Belize Bank Limited,
Dangriga Branch.
Applicant must be computer literate, possess excellent
typing skills, be hard working, energetic, very courteous,
display good public relations skills and willing to adapt to
changes.
Applicants must possess a minimum of an Associates
Degree. Should have some experience in the field of
Secretarial.
Salary will commensurate with qualifications.
Please submit letter of application accompanied by a
Resume, two letters of references and sixth form transcripts
no later than 22nd May, 2009. Applications must be
properly addressed to:
The Manager
Belize Bank Limited
24 St. Vincent Street
P.O. Box 97
Dangriga
(Vacancy-Secretary)
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Continued From Page 2

invocation.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police / Chief Executive Officer
Designate in the Ministry of
National Security, Allen Whylie,
gave the welcome address
and introduced the outgoing
Commissioner.
In his presentation Whylie
described Westby as a
humble man, hardworking and
dedicated. He informed that
Gerald Lincoln Westby, born
on November 18, 1955, was just
approaching 20 years of age
when he enlisted in the Police
Force on October 16, 1975 with
regulation number 372. As a
young constable he was first
posted to the police patrol
branch in Belize City. In 1977,
he was transferred to Special
Branch where on December 1st
1980 he received his first
promotion to the rank of Acting
Corporal. He went through
every single rank right up to
Commissioner of Police in
March 2005. Apart from

such as the Citizens on Patrol
Program, Yabra Community
Policing Program, for which he
received the Motorola Award,
as well as the “Do the Right
Thing Program”. Westby

-
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placed on a disciplinary charge
so I’m happy today that I’m
leaving. I have worked hard
and I am proud to have gone
through all the ranks until I
became Commissioner of

(L-R) National Security Minister, Hon. Carlos Perdomo, Outgoing Compol Gerald L.
Westby, Incoming Compol Crispin L. Jefferies and National Security CEO Designate,
Deputy Compol Allen Whylie
holding the top job, one of his
other prestigious positions was
during the period he served as
Commander Serious Crimes
Squad.
Whylie further informed
that during his tenure as
Commissioner of Police, Westby
implemented many programs

also received numerous
commendations, one of which
was the Order of the British
Empire which was bestowed
upon him on the occasion of the
Queen’s Birthday Honors in
2003.
Commissioner Westby was
then invited to the podium for
his farewell speech. He told
the gathering of senior police
officers, invited guests and
members of the media that:
“Ladies and gentlemen, it is not
a sad occasion. I have served
the department for thirty-four
long arduous years and
throughout that thirty-four
years I have not been placed on
a disciplinary charge. I dare
anybody to beat that record. I’m
leaving today without being

Police. I had my own style of
management, I did not try to
imitate anybody, I was always
all inclusive. During my tenure
I believed in calling a spade a
spade and as such I have
disciplined the most senior
officers - those in khaki - than
any other Commissioner of
Police before me. I have seen
the department grow in the use
of Information Technology. I
have held the most town
meetings across this country. I
enjoyed touring the country
alongside Minister Perdomo;
we toured the entire country
and all villages from the Hondo
to the Sarstoon. I enjoyed
implementing the “Do the
Right Thing Program”, the
Please Turn To Page 19

"Mothers deserve something
SWEET for Mother's Day"
Order the best for Mom this Mother's
Day at Sweet Ting Pastries.
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enough sleep. Lucky numbers:
12, 49, 77.

AIRIES
March 22 - April 20
There will be
increase in the
inflow of money
and some kind of
stability will be
restored which gives you a
whole lot of relief. You have
been putting off a lot of personal
agendas in order to carry out
your duties well. You can now
take off, probably for a small
holiday. A hardliner approach
will not get you far. Lucky
numbers: 9, 33, 71.

TAURUS
April 21 - May 21
This week is
indicative of
many sweeping
changes. The
major one could
be in your financial position.
There could be some
streamlining and you will be able
to put together many things in
place. It could be in the form
of a new partnership and/or
signing new deals. Domestic environment will be peaceful.
Lucky numbers: 6, 43, 69.

GEMINI
May 22 - June 21
You now
acquire a heightened sensitivity.
There will be call
of duty at work
that requires you
to think out of the
box. You will be willing to put

in your total energy into it. This
also applies to the family where
you are moreresponsive to the
needs and demands of your
children. Lucky numbers: 5,
32, 93.

CANCER
June 22 - July 23
You are able to
find a strange
fulfillment. You are
able to concentrate
on what you want to
achieve without making a song
and dance about it. You will be
more in tune with your inner
self. There could be a reason to
celebrate in the family. It is a
contentment filled week. Lucky
numbers: 2, 18, 46.

LEO
July 24 - August 21
This phase is
all about sitting
back quietly and
letting things take
their own time to
get resolved. There is a tendency
to find comfort in something
happening all the time. You can
use this time to catch up with
loved ones and activities that you
have not been able to. Lucky
numbers: 1, 23, 89.

VIRGO
August 22 - September 21
This week has its
focus on money.
You could possibly
be looking at
making your nest a
more comfortable place, hence
the hunt for objects of art and
luxurious feel. You should take
care of your health in this phase
and make sure that you get

LIBRA
September 22 - October 23
You are likely
to be engaged
in
closing
deals, especially those
related
to
property or business partnerships. The entire gamut of events
as it unfolds keeps you
satisfied. There are a number of
opportunities where you get to
socialise. It is a feel good factor
and you get enough attention.
Lucky numbers: 8, 29, 54.

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 21
There will be a
tangible lessening
in the number
of worries that
you have been
subjected to. A
legal issue gets sorted out
amicably, much to your relief.
There are also new vistas
opening up for exploration of a
new professional opportunity.
Be caring and compassionate.
Lucky numbers: 4, 36, 60.

SAGITTARIUS
November 22 - December 21
You will be tempted
to take fast paced
options, speculate
on routes available
to you. There will
be work related stress. But what
you have to understand is the
fact that you have given work the
shape that it has taken on in your
mind. Do not let your anger be
misdirected towards your loved
ones. Lucky numbers: 3, 26,
88.

3 Bedrooms - 1 Bathroom
FURNISHED &
UTILITIES PAID
(Electricity, Water, Cable,
DSL Internet)
Washing Machine, Stove,
Refridge, Beds, Sofa Set,
AC Unit, Cable TV, Pots,
Pans, Linen, Hot Water,
Some Kitchen Utensils.....
For more information
please Call Rod or Aurelia
at Allen’s Hardware
824-2060 or
824-3751
NIGHTS: 671-4493
or 666-1103
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CAPRICORN
December 22 - January 20
This week is a
good phase for
you if there has
been a lull at
work, it now
starts to manifest as in the form
of streamlined job profile, new
activities or a promotion. You
are now enthused about the
challenges to take on. The one
person who you love will be
drawn to you. Lucky numbers:
10, 19, 81.

AQUARIUS
January 21 - February 19
There will be
challenges
related
to
personal
relations and
property.
There will be some burdensome
thought running riot in your
head where either you are not
able to give commitment or gain
trust in a relationship. There may
be pressure from the family.
However, keep your calm.
Lucky numbers: 7, 44, 80.

PISCES
February 20 - March 21
You
get
a
great deal of
response where
relationships are
concerned. There
will be a smooth sailing at work
also as you are able to carry out
the task of handling the delicate
balance of business as well as
personal idiosyncrasies. Lucky
numbers: 13, 59, 84.

ONE BEDROOM
HOUSE FOR RENT
IN CRISTO REY
FURNISHED.

ASKING ONLY
$350/MONTH.
PLEASE CALL

Specializing in General Automotive
Repairs and Servicing.
RELIABLE AND AFFORDABLE SERVICE!!

678-6700
FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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BELMOPAN, Monday, April
27, 2009:
The Ministry of Agriculture in
partnership with the Republic of
China Taiwan Technical Mission
(TTM) of Belize held a Rice
Seed Production Field Day last
Friday in the Toledo District.
The Field Day was held at the
Poppy Show Rice Farm located
approximately six miles from
Punta Gorda Town.
The Poppy Show Rice Farm
yields an average of 5 to 6,000
lbs per acre of improved rice
varieties under an irrigation
system through assistance from
the TTM.
The objective of the project is
to introduce superior rice
varieties, establish a seed
propagation system, expand
the scale of seed production
and produce stock seeds and
commercial seeds with excellent
quality for farmers of the Toledo
District.
During the event, Chief
Executive Officer in the
Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries,Gabino Canto
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highlighted the importance of
the rice seed production
project which was restarted in
December 2008 to contribute to
food security in Belize. He
thanked the Tawianese Mission
for their assistance in the rice
seed project, as well as assisting
with mechanical harvesting
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equipments and the training of
extension officers within the
Ministry.
Area Representative for
Toledo West, Hon. Juan Coy,
expressed his gratitude for the
assistance from the Taiwanese
Mission. He pledged on behalf
of his constituency to do their

(Repair & Welding Services)
Telephone: 600-8591
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part to make the project a
success in order to improve the
livelihood of farmers in the
Toledo District. The Hon. Juan
Coy further informed that with
this assistance, farmers are
anticipating an increase in rice
production in the district.
The Republic of China Taiwan
Technical Mission of Belize has
been working in collaboration
with the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries since 1991.
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Respectfully Submitted By:
“Echo Truth”

SATURDAY, May 2, 2009:
Re.: Mr. Wellington C. Ramos’
article in the STAR Newspaper,
Sunday, April 26, 2009, page 13.
“The United States Of America
Should Normalize Relations
With Cuba”
Perhaps, Mr. Ramos should
be reminded of the key
issues related to Cuba and
normalization of U.S-Cuba
relations:
* Human rights abuses,
* Freedom of the press and
expression (as an International
Correspondent I’m sure you
know there’s no freedom of the
press in Cuba), and
*Political prisoners
(but perhaps Mr. Ramos
doesn’t have a relative
imprisoned in Cuba for political
reasons, so they don’t count).
To this we should add no free
elections for half a century,
making it, effectively, into an
hereditary dictatorship (first
Fidel, now Raul).
Has Cuba really played “a
vital role in the social, economic
and political development” of
the region?
Let’s see, the Cuba regime
has consistently supported
armed insurrection against
democratically elected leaders
in Peru (through Sendero
Luminoso), Colombia (through
the FARC), Argentina (through
the Montoneros), etc.
Not to mention that these
groups so beloved by the Castro
regime have committed, and are
still committing, heinous crimes
against the population such as
mass murders, extortion,
kidnappings, assassinations,
torturing, and displacement of
millions of people within
countries.
Mr Ramos, The Castro
regime is not the altruistic,
humanitarian enterprise you try
to portray in your article.
Since its inception, the Castro
regime has been based in
the systematic slaughter of
thousands of Cuban citizens
who opposed or even disagreed
with its policies.
Why do you think so many
Cubans have been fleeing the
country, who, if caught, have
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even faced the death penalty?
I wonder if the author has ever
lived in a totalitarian tyranny
in which your thoughts are
controlled and you can be jailed
on suspicion alone.
Yes, it’s nice to get some
“freebies” like scholarships,
or free medical treatment,
while placed in the best
accommodations that the Cuban
government can offer to
foreigners. Can you honestly
tell all this wonderful things to
the families of the murdered
victims drowned when Cuban
Navy boats rammed their
rickety boats while fleeing the
island, or to the families of those
still imprisoned or shot to death
for disagreeing, or to those
youngsters punished/jailed for
listening to rock and roll?
At the Summit of the
Americas, US President
Barak Obama “called on Cuba
to release political prisoners
and reduce taxes on
remittances from the U.S.”
(The Reporter, Sunday, April
26, 2009, p. 31). I’m including
the following quotes from that
same edition of the Reporter
because they might clarify why
the embargo goes on: “Fidel
Castro says President Barak
Obama, misinterpreted’ his
brother Raul’s remarks
regarding the United States and
bristled at the suggestion that
Cuba should free political
prisoners or cut taxes on
dollars to the island.” So Fidel
Castro wants his cake and eat it
too… without providing a crumb
of humanitarian concessions to
his own people.
If the Cuban regime wants to
be included in the community of
continental American nations, it
must free its political prisoners,
allow access to prisons to the
UN and Human Rights
organizations, have free
elections, have freedom of the
press and freedom of expression,
allow its citizens free movement
inside and outside of the
country, allow it’s citizens to get
employment where they want to
work…in other words, allow the
minimum rights that you and I
and all fellow Belizeans enjoy
today without even thinking
about them.

BELMOPAN, Monday, May
4, 2009:
The Ministry of Education
today informs that Education
Minister, Hon. Patrick Faber
will, on Wednesday May 6, be
inaugurating four new schools in
the Stann Creek District
The visit to the Stann Creek
District is part of the Minister’s
countrywide tour of all schools
throughout the country.
Minister Faber will join
representatives of the European
Union in Belize and the Social
Investment Fund in the
inauguration of the new Bella
Vista RC Primary School, Trio
Government School, San Juan
Primary School and United
Community School projects.
Some 1,978 school children
will benefit from the four
projects,
which
were
implemented by the Social
Investment Fund and financed
under the European Union
Banana Support Programme to
Belize at a total cost of BZ$1.4
Million.
Villagers in each of the
receiving communities join in by
contributing labor towards the
projects.
The E.U. Banana Support
program is focusing on the
following three critical
areas:
(a) market and transit facilities
in the banana belt.
(b) Improved access to
technical high school education
and
(c) Improved access to adult
skills training.
With the exception of United
Community, the new school
buildings in Trio, Bella Vista
and San Juan are similar in size
and design. The work scope for
the project in these communities
included the construction of
a 3,600 sq ft single-storey
reinforced concrete school
building measuring 30 ft wide
by 120 ft long. The building is
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comprised of four classrooms
with one movable partition wall
between two classrooms, a
female and male bathroom block
and an administration office.
The work scope for the United
Community School project
entailed the construction of a
two –storey reinforced concrete
building, which measures 60 ft
10 inches long by 31 ft 2 inches
wide. Each level has two and
half classrooms 24ft long by
25 ft wide and a front verandah.
The half classroom space will be
used as a male and female
sanitary block on the ground
level and a Principal’s Office
and teacher’s bathroom space on
the upper level.The project
entailed the provision of two
stairways, electrical installation,
and a standard septic tank with
soak away for the sanitary
blocks.
Furniture was also supplied to
the schools as part of the project.
The buildings are designed to
withstand category 5 hurricane
winds.
Other guest speakers for the
occasion will include Mr. Ian
McMillan, Executive Director
of the Social Investment Fund,
Ms. Isabel Gayot, Country
Representative of the European
Union, Area Representative For
Stann Creek West Constituency,
Hon. Melvin Hulse and Area
Representative for Toledo East,
Hon. Peter Eden Martinez.
The Minister of Education’s
tour of schools throughout
Belize started last year right
after he assumed his ministerial
role.
The objective of the tour is for
the Minister to visit all schools
and to hear the concerns
of stakeholders and see
the conditions of schools
countrywide. So far, he has
visited schools in all six
Districts and the tour resumes
on its second leg to achieve the
objective set out.
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Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
YUAN HAI ZHEN is applying for
a RESTAURANT LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to
operate SUMMER PALACE located
on Benque Viejo Road, San Ignacio
Town in the Cayo District.
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH
VACANCY NOTICE
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the post of
Surveillance Officer attached to the Epidemiology Unit, Ministry of Health.

SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo,
Wednesday, May 6, 2009:

Liston and Deborah
Augustine celebrated 25th
wedding anniversary on Saturday,
April 25.
The couple were married in
Dangriga Town on April 22,
1984.
The union has been blessed
with eight children: Kimberly,
Tracy, Lisette, Liston Jr.;
Shantel, Elston, Ashaad and
Amaad as well as two grand
children: Erlene and Arlene.
Liston and his daughter Tracy
are teachers at Santa Elena
Roman Catholic Primary School
while Lisette is a teacher at St.
Vicent Palottti Primary School
in the village of United Ville.
Debbie is a full time housewife

Job Summary:
* The Surveillance Officer is responsible for the development of
national guidelines, norms and procedures for communicable and
non- communicable disease surveillance, and has the responsibility to
monitor disease trends on a daily basis so as to ensure necessary public
health action and response. The Surveillance Officer also assists in the
development of protocols for communicable and non-communicable
disease prevention in collaboration with the Technical Advisors of the
Ministry of Health, at national and district levels. He/She is accountable to
the national epidemiologist.

Salary Payscale:
* Payscale 23 of $34,428.00 x 1,392.00 - $60,876.00 per annum point.

25 Years Later
Mr. & Mrs. Augustine
tending to the needs of her
husband and their children.
We wish Debbie and Liston
many more happy and blessed
years together.

Qualification:
* Master Degree in Public Health or a related field

Applicants are required to submit:
Two (2) references regarding their professional experience, copies of
qualification and a Curriculum Vitae.

Deadline:
Applications should be submitted no later than Friday, May 29, 2009 to:

Chief Executive Officer
Ministry of Health
3rd Floor East Block Building
Belmopan City

NUNS AT THE BANDFEST
There were three guys sitting
behind three nuns inside the
Broaster Stadium during the recent
bandfest.
The rather large contraption
on the nuns’ head made it difficult for the guys to see the
various performances and so
they decided to antagonize the
nuns in the hope that they might
move to another location.
So the first guy says to the
others, loud enough for the nuns to
hear: "I think I want to move

to Benque, where only 100
Catholics live."
The second guy speaks up
and says, "I want to move to
Succotz because there are only 50
Catholics living there."
The third guy speaks up and
says, "I want to move to Calla
Creek because there are only 5
Catholics living there."
One of the nuns turns around,
looks the third guy in the eye and
calmly says, "Why don't you go
to hell? There aren't any
Catholics living there."

(N.B. Complete details on this position can be viewed at
www.health.gov.bz)

Cement Structure measuring 50 X 40 feet in the
Center of Santa Elena Town on Zaiden Street.

PRICED TO SELL
For More Information
Please Call: 665-0858 at anytime

Garden Shop
We would like to let our customers and friends know
that the Garden Shop will be closed April 20 - July 6.
Don’t worry you can still get all your garden needs at
the Belize Botanic Gardens.
* Plants, plants, plants * Clay and Plastic pots * Organic fertilizers *

You can also still book the shuttle to the gardens just
call 824-3101.
www.belizebotanic.org

info@belizebotanic.org

Sunday, May 10, 2009
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We are located on Burns Avenue in San Ignacio, Cayo
We

AMS To Please

For RESERVATIONS
Call us at: 804-3052
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that those who burglarized the
building exited through a back
door by first breaking the wooden
door and then prying open the
burglar barred door behind it.
Investigators are of the
opinion that the smaller safe was
removed from the building by
placing it on a secretarial chair,
with wheels, and that the chair,
with the safe on top, was pushed
to the area where it was found.
The total removal of the safe
from the compound might
have been foiled when some
youngsters, returning home from
a night of partying, came upon
two masked persons in the area.
Suspecting that the intended
target was the nearby, barber
shop and mini boutique, which
had fallen victims of burglary in
the past, the youngsters drove
around the corner to the police
station and reported the sighting
and their suspicion.
Police visited the area,
checked the barbershop and
mini boutique, but failed to
check the Credit Union
Building and compound across
the street.
After leaving the station, the
girls drove back to the area,
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dropped off their friend and
proceeded to their home
located in another part of San
Ignacio Town. Coincidentally or
otherwise, when they woke up
the next morning they found the
back windshield of their car
smashed.
While the burglars might have
been disappointed that their
effort to remove the safe from
the compound was disrupted,
especially given that it took
tremendous effort by five male
persons to get it back into the
building, the disappointment of
the burglars would have been
much greater had they actually

Junior College Division

“An Evening in ECO-LIZEAN Paradise”
Embrace the Culture and Nature of Belize

Enjoy an evening with fine dining, live music with
JADE band, and other entertainment while you
engage in eco-friendly practices and promoting
sustainable development.

Saturday, 16th May, 2009
Aguada Hotel
Santa Elena, Cayo
First Course Served: 7:30 pm
Fun Filled Auction
Door Gate Prize
$50 Per Person
For Tickets:
Sacred Heart College—824-2102/2758
Stasha - 623-9029
Shalue - 804-3609
All Proceeds will be donated to SHJC for the improvement of the
Tourism Management Program.
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made off with the heavy safe,
expended additional time to get
it open only to find out that it
contained not even a penny
but that it was stacked with
documents, useless to the
burglars, but vitally important to
the Credit Union.
In the end, it was determined,
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that the only item missing from
the Credit Union was a digital
camera, silver in color, valued at
$500.
Although an arrest is yet to be
made, investigators are keeping
the case on the front burner, as
they continue to look for that
first crack.

Continued From Page 8

COPS Program, especially the
Special Constable Program. It’s
good to see even members of the
Mennonite Community and the
Chinese Community coming
together as one society to assist
in the fight against crime. I
commend Mr. Jefferies for
taking command of the police
department and I wish him
well. I also wish Mr. Whylie all
the very best as he takes up
his new post as the CEO in
the Ministry. I would also like
to thank retired Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Maureen Leslie, CEO Gillett,
all commanders and officers
because no man is an island. I
would also like to thank the
civilian staff, the Minister of
Police for getting out there and
being involved, he has changed
the culture, he was engaged
and he did not micromanage. I
also want to thank the media,
Government of Belize and the
people of Belize.”
The Commissioner’s farewell
speech was followed by the
presentation of gifts from
several divisions and branches
within the Department.
The Oath of Office was
administered
by
Chief
Magistrate Mrs. Margaret
Gabb Mckenzie followed
by a toast led by the Hon. Carlos
Perdomo who toasted both
the outgoing Commissioner
and the incoming one.
In his maiden speech,
Commissioner Crispin Lincoln
Jefferies said: “This marks a
new era for the Department and
“This day marks the start of a
process of my transition into
the office of Commissioner of
Police. There is a great
expectation and confidence in
my ability to bring about
the needed change. This
opportunity would make any
man proud and I am humbled
by this opportunity. I am truly
honoured to have received this
offer and without hesitation,

National Security Minister,
Hon. Carlos Perdomo
accepted to serve. I know that
my tenure will be short
and vigorous with many
challenges… As I concentrate
in equipping and training the
department, the future looks
promising. I know that all is
possible, together we will make
a difference.”
Minister Perdomo in his
presentation acknowledged that
the day is a day for the police
and so his short speech was
merely concentrated in wishing
the new Commissioner, and his
management team, all the best
while pledging government’s
continued support for the
department both in terms of
equipment and training as, after
many years of neglect, the
department now has a budget
specifically earmarked for
training.
Minister Perdomo also took
the opportunity to wish the
outgoing Commissioner of
Police all the very best in his
future endeavors.

“The Newspaper that cares and
dares to bring out the truth”

42A Western Highway,
Santa Elena, Cayo,
Belize, Central America
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