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SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo,
Wednesday, February 11, 2009:
The San Ignacio Resort Hotel is
today out almost ten thousand
dollars while an American couple
is before the court on a joint
charge of dishonesty in connection
therewith.
A week ago, on Wednesday,
February 4, one of the owners of
the hotel visited the San Ignacio
police station and filed the official
complaint.
The complainant informed that
the couple, James Brady and
Jennifer Schoelch, first checked in
on Tuesday, January 27, and at the
expiration of the first seven days,
they visited the front desk and
expressed a desire to extend their
stay. The hotel requested that they
first settle the current account as a

condition for the extension.
According to the complainant,

the first credit card presented for
payment was declined after which

SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo,
Wednesday, February 11, 2009:
Benque Viejo police believe that
the recent apprehension of two
armed Guatemalans might have
averted the commission of a major
crime in that western municipality.
It was shortly after 8:00 am on
Friday, February 6, when an alert
policeman on mobile patrol, along
with a Special Constable driver,
spotted two male hispanic persons
acting suspiciously near the
Western Union Money Transfer
office in Benque Viejo Town.
The two persons were detained
and transported to the police

Byron Randolfo Juarez, 28
station where they were searched
resulting in each found in
possession of 9mm pistols and

Julio David Abrego Rojas, 24,
ammunition.
The detainees were identified as
Please Turn To Page 19

James Brady

Jennifer Schoelch
another card was presented and a
three thousand dollar payment was
drawn from it.
Later that day the couple visited
the front desk and requested a cash
advance from the card on this
occasion however, the request was
declined.
An investigation by the hotel
revealed that the card originated in
Kuwait and that there was an alert
on it. It was at this point that the
couple was advised that the hotel
would not be able to offer them any
further credit and they must pay the
outstanding tab which amounted to
almost seven thousand dollars.
The situation was further
compounded when the hotel was
subsequently notified that the bank
was reversing the three thousand
dollar charge on the card that was
made the previous day. With this
payment reversal, the couple’s tab
Please Turn To Page 19
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SAN IGNACIO TOWN, CAYO,
Thursday, February 12, 2009:
San Ignacio Police are this week
reporting an armed robbery at the
Rio Frio Tourist Site in the
Mountain Pine Ridge.
Police reports that San Ignacio
Veteran Tour Guide, Everald Tut,
34, reported that at around 2:30 pm
on Tuesday, February 10, whilst
conducting a tour at the Rio Frio
cave with four tourists, they were
held at gun point by five hispanic
male persons (believed to be
Guatemalans due to their accent).
In a statement to the police, Tut
informed that robbers made off
with an assortment of cell phones,
wrist watches, binoculars, shoes,
digital cameras, gold rings and
cash. No one was injured in the
incident.
Tut, informed that it was shorty
after 8:00 am on Tuesday,
February 10 when he departed a
lodge in the village of Cristo Rey
with two male and two female
tourists (one of the couples was
Canadian and the other
American.) He departed on a
guided tour to Caracol and on the
return, as is normal, the tour made
a stop at the Rio Frio Cave.
He reportedly parked the van and
the tourists walked down to the
cave.
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While he was preparing to leave
the site, he reportedly heard a
movement in nearby bushes after
which two male persons appeared
one of whom was armed with
what appeared to be a short butt,
sawed off shotgun and the other
was armed with a handgun.
The man with the shotgun told
him in spanish “Don’t worry, this
is just a holdup”.
Three other male persons, all
armed with handguns and
machetes, similarly emerged from
the bushes. Except for their eyes,
their faces and heads were covered
with cloth.
Realizing that something was
not quite right, the tourists began
walking back down towards the
cave and this was when one of the
robbers, in spanish, instructed Tut
to call them back saying “all we
want is money.”
The group complied with the
instruction and they were relieved
of money, camera, binoculars and
a pair of tennis shoes from one of
the tourists as well a gold wedding
ring. One of the tourist was also
relieved of US$140 that he had in
his pocket.
The tourists had other cash and
property in the van and these
properties were spared as the van
was not searched.

-

Sunday, February 15, 2009

Observing the impressive entrance to the Rio Frio Cave
The robbers subsequently
returned all passports and credit
cards to the tourists. After pulling

off this act, the bandits proceeded
down the cave and robbed another
Please Turn To Page 12
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BY: Leo Antonio Obando PhD
The Branch Mouth Community
Base Organization - SPECTE
(Society for the Promotion of Eco
Cultural Tourism and the
Environment ), calls on the People
of El Cayo , the San Ignacio Town
Council , Area Representative,
Hon. Elvin Penner and the Santa
Familia Village Council , to address
and halt the clandestine dumping
of garbage on the road leading to
Branch Mouth - near San Ignacio
town in the Cayo District.
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We are also calling on the relevant
authorities to assist with the
reconnection of electricity to the
hammock bridge and the Green
Iguana Park and to help rebuild the
public bathroom, bathing areas and
the information center that was
partially destroyed by the big floods
last year.
We are likewise seeking
assistance to address the terrible
condition of the road leading to the
hammock bridge as it is in very bad
shape.
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SPECTE has been quite active in
conservation work in the Cayo area
since 1986 and will continue
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doing so.
Anyone requiring further
information on SPECTE please
feel free to contact Dr. Leo
Obando at 6051265 or by email at
leo_obando@yahoo.com

Specializing in General Automotive
Repairs and Servicing.
RELIABLE AND AFFORDABLE SERVICE!!

Dr. Obando pointing out one section of the dumping of
garbage on the road leading to Branch Mouth

The abandoned public bathroom
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BY: Paullette Robinett, Santa
Familia Village, Cayo District
Whistling Ducks Farm (WDF)
recently organized a Water
Awareness Contest, under the
theme “Water and Agriculture”,
in the village of Santa Familiar for
children 6 - 16 years of age.
The Water Awareness Contest is
an outreach educational program to
build public awareness and
involvement in protecting water
resources within the community.
WDF is dedicated to the
education of children about
sensitivity
towards
the
environment, and how we can all
work together to learn to use our
natural resources more wisely.
The entries were judged by
three independent persons,
Cynthia Reece, Paulita Bedran
Figueroa, and Elvin Garcia.
The winners received cash prizes
and certificates, they are: 1st place
- Graci J. Rempel, Santa Familia
RC School; her teacher Mr.
Rodolfo Tun received a $100 gift
certificate (arranged for with
Celina’s Superstore) for classroom
supplies to be obtained at Celina’s
Superstore in San Ignacio Town.
Mr. Tun also received the
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Second Place Winner,
Elder Quewell
from Eden High School
Santa Familia RC School Teacher Mr. Rodolfo Tun posing
with his student 1st place winner, Graci J. Rempel
Honorable Teacher Certificate for
encouraging his students to enter
the contest and to practice water
conservation.
Second was awarded to Elder
Quewell from Eden High School
while third and fourth awards
went respectively to Tirsha
Quewell also from Eden High
School and Eliodoro Coleman
attending Santa Familiar RC
Primary School.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH
NOTICE
INVITATION TO TENDER
Notice is hereby given to interested persons to participate in the
contract for pharmaceuticals and related Medical Supplies of
the Ministry of Health, Government of Belize for the period
2009-10.
All interested persons are asked to contact the Office of the Chief
Executive Officer, Ministry of Health, Third Floor, East Block
Building, Belmopan (Tel. 822-2325) for the documents and the
guidelines for completing the documents. Persons participating
in the contract for pharmaceuticals must have a registered
pharmacist. A fee of $200.00, made payable to the Government
Treasury, is required for the acquisition of the document. The
receipt must be produced at the point of collecting the
document. In addition, please note that a bank reference should
be submitted with the bid document. Participants must have
adequate storage condition (subject to inspection by a Ministry
of Health official.)
The criteria for selection will be:
· Quality of the Products
· Cost
· Delivery time
· Supplier performance and reliability

·
·
·
·

The document can be collected from the Chief Executive
Officer’s Secretary – Ministry of Health, East Block, Belmopan
on Monday February 9th through Wednesday February 11th, 2009.
All documents should be returned to the Ministry of Health on
March 11th 2009 before 4:00 p.m.

Certificates of Honorable
Mention were also presented to
Samantha Quewell, Jashua
Quewell, Absolon Vallecillo,
Daphny Alegria, Ronnell
Obando and Casey Manzanero.
The organizers extend a heartfelt
thank you to all the participating
students, teachers and schools as
well as to all those persons who
donated generously to make the
contest a success.

Third Place Winner,
Tirsha Quewell
from Eden High School
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CONTRIBUTED:
Benque Viejo Town, Cayo
District, Thursday, February 12,
2009:
Since Superintendent of Police
Ms. Dezerie Phillips took over
command of the Police in Benque
Viejo and began implementing a
new strategy of community
policing such as the strengthening
of the Peoples’ Coalition,
Neighborhood Watch, COPS,
Special Constabulary Unit and the
formation of a new Peoples’
Coalition in San Jose Succotz,
there have been much positive
changes in crime and criminal
behavior as well as a vast
improvement in the way the
community interacts with the
police.
Samuel Bruce, the designated
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The Arts and Craft Class In Session
Captain of Zone 4 of the
Neighborhood Watch Program, is
fully on board with all these
programs. He has taken it to a

higher level with a new initiative
of assisting the young people of
Benque Viejo Town.
Since the beginning of February

-
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2009, Mr. Bruce has provided
materials and supplies for weekend
Arts and Craft training for the
children. He has teamed with
Zone Lieutenants Amin Avilez,
Irma Puc, and Marco Tesucum
with additional assistance from the
Zone’s new Quadrant Leader Isela
Tesecum to offer such activities to
children between the ages of 6 and
13 years of age.
Arts and Craft instructor Mr.
Abraham H. Evans was brought
on board to teach 20-30 children
every Sunday between the hours of
9:00 am through to 4:30 pm at the
home of Quadrant Leader, Isela
Tesucum.
Tesucum says, “Real objectives
like these do not only keep
children off the streets but it also
keeps them off the couch
watching countless hours of
television observing negative
influences”.
The neighborhood supports Zone
Captain Samuel Bruce as he leads
the way in effecting positive
changes while he takes
the Neighborhood Watch Program
into new ventures such as the arts
and craft classes providing positive
influences to our neighborhood
children.
Watch out for many more
exciting and fun-filled programs
for our children. They are the
future of Benque Viejo del Carmen.
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Reporting by Saul Hudson; editing by Mohammad Zargham
CARACAS, Venezuela (Reuters)
Thursday, February 12, 2009:
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez denounced a new plot
against him just days before a
referendum on allowing him to
seek re-election, although many
voters are likely to be skeptical.
Chavez, who once led a failed
coup and was briefly ousted
himself in a coup after he been
voted into office, frequently tells of
plots to oust him in the OPEC
nation, without producing much
evidence, before a national vote.
The Cuba ally invariably says
the plot is directed from the
United States and backed by the
opposition.
Chavez is campaigning for a
referendum on Sunday that would
allow him to stay in power for as
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Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez
long as he keeps winning elections.
If he loses he should leave office
in 2013.
Pollsters say that, whether true or
not, the accusations can fire up the
ex-soldier’s supporters, even if
many Venezuelans suspect they are
for political effect.
Before regional elections late
last year, some members of the
armed forces were arrested after
Chavez revealed audiotapes of
conversations about killing him.

-

Still, many voters were skeptical
and opposition supporters
particularly tended to believe
Chavez wanted to distract voters
from electoral problems such as
crime and trash collection,
according to polls.
Late on Wednesday, Chavez told
state television some active
military personnel were in custody
after collaborating with another
member of the armed forces who
is on the run in the United States.

Sunday, February 15, 2009

They had sought to send messages
to military units in Venezuela —
particularly in areas governed by
the opposition — and “infiltrate”
his palace, he said.
Chavez, who has been in power
a decade, gave no information
about the timing of the plot, but
said authorities had confiscated
explosives and military weaponry.
Pressed for details in the
interview, he said, “Let us do our
investigation ... We have
everything under control.”

We are located on
Burns Avenue in San
Ignacio, Cayo
For
RESERVATIONS
Call us at:

804-3052

SOCIAL SECURIT
YB
OARD
SECURITY
BO
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
TO PURCHASE SSB PROPERTY
On St. George’s Caye, Belize District
The Social Security Board (SSB) hereby informs the general public of its intention to
sell, and invites sealed bids to purchase the following property:
SCHEDULE
ALL THAT piece or parcel of land demised to the Social Security Board under a
Transfer Certificate of Title dated 6th April, 2000 and recorded in Volume 36 at folio
74. The property is situate at St. George’s Caye being Lot Number 18 and known as
Egg Bouy Cottage measuring in width fronting the sea one hundred and twenty-six
feet or thereabouts and at the back thereon one hundred and eight feet or
thereabouts and in dept on the Northerly side adjoining Lot Number 17 now or
formerly in the possession of William Cadle Price two hundred and five feet or
thereabouts and on the Southerly side adjoining Crown land two hundred and fifteen
feet or thereabouts be the said several dimensions little more or less TOGETHER with
all buildings erections and developments standing and being thereon.
ALL offers to purchase the said property must be made in writing addressed to the
General Manager, Investment Services, Social Security Board, P. O. Box 18,
Belmopan City, from whom full particulars and conditions of sale may be obtained.
Potential buyers must submit bids by February 27, 2009. Late bids will not be
accepted. No preference shall be given to any individual or group.
The Social Security Board reserves all rights, including the right to refuse any or all
bid(s) or offer(s), to withdraw the property from the sale at any time before full
payment, and to consider the bid price and currency offered. Acceptance of a bid is
conditional upon full payment. Successful buyer(s) must pay the bid price in
full upon notification by SSB.
DATED the 9th day of February, 2009.

Mexican & Belizean Menu
HAPPY HOUR
Mon. to Fri. 5 to 7 P.M
Monday: Draft Beer $3.00
Tuesday: Local Rum $3.00
Wednesday: Margaritas
$9.95
Thursday: Piña Colada $9.95
Friday: Micheladas $4.00
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Dear Editor;
An increasing number of us
living on planet earth are
talking about global warming
and measures that can be taken
to protect the environment

for ourselves, our children,
grandchildren and generations yet
unborn.
Belize is internationally
recognized as a world treasure
because of its diverse culture and

the beauty encompassing the entire
nation.
The idea of exploratory drilling
for oil on the reef off the coast of
Belize is insane to say the least.
The effect that this will have on the
reef is synonymous to a fleet of
container ships, like the recent
“Wester Havens” impaling
themselves on the reef.
The injury will last forever no

BY: Natalie Williams,
SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo
District, Tuesday, February 3,
2009:
In the spirit of promoting
“values, loyalty, commitment and
giving selflessly”, Sacred Heart
Junior College School Support
Program has once again reached
out to lend a helping hand.
Through its fundraising efforts
the group was able to render
assistance to several primary
schools, selected by club members.
As part of its endeavors to raise
funds, the diligent and dedicated
members of the club a hosted a
school dance a few days after the
devastating flood of October 2008.
With the kind sponsorship from
Mr. Luis Puga, Mr. Oscar Puga
and Mr. Obed Contreras, the
dance was held at the legendary
Planet Okis in Benque Viejo Town.
These three businessmen willingly
assisted us in hosting, advertising
and promoting the successful
event.
Entrance fees were collected by
Mr. Keith Westby, a Math lecturer
of Sacred Heart Junior College, as
well as by the President of the club,
Ms. Judy Vasquez.
DJ Lexus provided the rhythm
and vibes which got the crowd “all
hyped up” to participate in dance
contests for prizes and surprises.
One of these prizes came from
San Ignacio’s very own Hannah’s
Restaurant which is known for its
tasty food and great customer
services.
In the aftermath of the flood in
mind, the club members decided to
assist the Calla Creek Primary
School. There was a great need to
replace books and materials at the
school since so much was lost during the flood. We provided school
supplies and materials for all the
students and teaching materials for
the teachers. A & R in Santa Elena
offered discounted prices for most
of the school supplies.
Mr. Hugo Salazar, a member of
the School Support Program and a
student of Sacred Heart Junior
College, promoted the values and
mission of the program.
As a great blessing and an
unexpected gift, a quiet, patient,
supportive, and benevolent
woman stepped into our lives in

November 2008.
She bestowed the club with many
treasures. She visited for holidays
in 2007 while staying at Martha’s
Kitchen to shelter from the
blistering winters of Canada. Mrs.
Isabel Osbourne saw a great
opportunity to assist our rural
primary schools here in Cayo.
She left San Ignacio with a
mission to collect materials, school
supplies and funds for our program.

Then, in November of 2008, she
returned like a nightingale, with all
the materials and funds she
collected.
She became our generous
benefactor at that time. While on
her second trip to Belize, she also
became an exemplary assistant at
Cornerstone Foundation.
She saw her pale cheeks turn rosy
red while she worked and sweltered
in the hot kitchens at Cornerstone,

Belizeans! Rise Against Offshore Drilling
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matter what the short term
economic rewards might be.
To all Belizeans I say, be strong
Belize, be strong, be courageous,
stand up and wage war if necessary
against outside influences coming
ashore to rake in short term
benefits to satisfy their selfish
greed.
May his will be done.
Robert

preparing meals for their primary
school feeding program. Mrs.
Osbourne is eager to return to
Cayo next year to continue her
extraordinary mission of charity.
We take this opportunity to
inform that as we enter our eighth
year as socially responsible
citizens, we are committed to
continue promoting values
excellence, innovation, and
productivity in our community.
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ARIES
(March 22 to
April 20)
This week is all
about focussing on
getting your finances right. You
need to reorganise your portfolio
and lay emphasis on reducing risks.
There will be quite a bit of
pressure at work and there could
be possible flare-up between
colleagues
over
slightest
differences. You will have to make
serious efforts to shoo away
negative thoughts and anger. There
will be travel possibly related to
work. Lucky Numbers: 8, 25, 56.
TAURUS (April
21 to May 21)
There is an end to
the restlessness
that you have been
facing in the last few weeks. There
is increase in the inflow of money.
You are able to take some
important decisions now that may
not look big now but will have a
big impact in the long run. You turn
back to family for support and
find peace in your roots. You get
appreciation from all quarters,
which gives you contentment.
Lucky numbers: 6, 34, 72.
GEMINI (May 22
to June 21)
You are likely to be
in luck. There have
been tensions related
to money and they are
about to ease off. You could well
be on the edge of giving into some
impulses that you have held back
due to the crunch. However, hard
times may have educated you about
saving for a rainy day. You are
likely to be allocating funds wisely.
Lucky numbers: 5, 19, 86.
CANCER (June 22
to July 23)
This week sees you
get better in context
of interpersonal
relations. You realise the value of
money and set out to find ways in
which you will be able to ensure
the best for your loved ones, There
will be decisions that need to be
made and you will not shy away.
You could try to buy time in order
to run checks on your own
resources. A strong romantic link
up is indicated. Lucky numbers:
4, 67, 91.
LEO (July 24 to
August 21)
You do adequately
well professionally,
meeting the targets
that you had set for yourself. There
will be increased attention to the

-
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people in your life and issues
surrounding them. You need to be
able to come across on an equal
footing to the people who you
interact with or there could be egos
ruining the course of smooth
functioning of everyday affairs.
Lucky numbers: 1, 33, 75.
VIRGO (August 22
to September 21)
This week
promises to be a
good one where
you have almost
everything working in your favour.
There are plans that you had set in
motion earlier that begin to pay off
now. There will be increased inflow
of money and you are able to handle
your commitments without the
slightest discomfort. You will be
able to enjoy much peace and
comfort in your relationship with
partner/spouse, family. Lucky
numbers: 7, 45, 92.
LIBRA (September 22 to October
23)
This is one time
when there is
unusual greater
emphasis on money matters. You
will be under pressure to arrange
for funds in order to meet some
urgent demands. There will also be
the strain on professional relations.
Temperamental differences and
trivial issues could magnify some
problems. You will learn that it is
in your best interests not to argue
or pick up a fight. Lucky
numbers: 12, 38, 49.
SCORPIO (October
24 to November 21)
You could be poised
for better times.
Though there is
average activity indicated, you are
likely to be in a better frame of
mind and that makes things better
for you. Money and related issues
will need to be worked at. There
will be pleasant interactions with
people. However, you will need to
keep from becoming too frank in
the beginning. Lucky numbers: 9,
28, 42.

S A G I T TA R I U S
(November 22 to
December 21)
The coming week is about issues
related to children. You will be able
to render some really good help and
may go on to make strong bonds.
It may not necessarily be your own
children, who you are able to help.
You will also have to handle issues
arising around joint property or
property singularly owned by you.

-

You need to tread this path with
utmost caution. Lucky numbers:
3, 17, 44.
CAPRICORN
(December 22 to
January 20)
The theme of this
week has to be your
own self. You need to find your
focus and wean off any emotional
dependence that you have created
in recent times. It will pay not to
blindly trust either your money or
your faith in other people. You
could discover during this phase
that you are quite strong by
yourself, if only you allow your real
character to come to the fore.
Lucky numbers: 15, 64, 83.
AQUARIUS
(January 21 to
February 18)
This week sees you
gaining control of the
situation around you. There is this

Sunday, February 15, 2009

real opportunity which lends itself
to you by having you meet some
really influential people. You will
also be able to channelise some
important information that you
come across. You may use some
newfound gains to upgrade your
lifestyle too. You could be giving
away a part of your earnings to a
charitable cause. Lucky numbers:
13, 52, 78.
PISCES (February
19 to March 20)
This week sees you
grow as an individual
who is willing to learn
from life with a smile. You are able
to look at people around you with
kindness as you learn empathy.
Reacting is easy but you now keep
long term goals in mind before you
do that. Social activity and
innovations at work are two factors
that will keep your brains occupied.
Lucky numbers: 31, 76, 95.

#31 Bullet Tree Road, San Ignacio Town, Cayo

Tel: 824-2160
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Now Who’s Next?
How Did It Happen?
Eve: "Did you hear the news
about Jane who lives over on
George Price Street? "
Shila: " No, what about her?"
Eve: "She had triplets last
week. Then this week she had

twins."
Shila: "That's Impossible.! It
takes nine month from conception
to birth. How did it happen?"
Eve: "One of the triplets passed
away."

Lawyer Lands The Loot
A Guatemalan bandit made a
specialty of crossing the Mopan
River from time to time robbing
banks in Belize.
A hefty reward was offered for his
capture.
A private investigation decided to
track him down.
After a lengthy search, the PI
traced the bandit to his favorite
cantina in Santa Elena, Cayo.
The PI sneeked up behind the
bandit, put his 9mm pistol to the
bandit's head, and said, "You're
under arrest. Tell me where you
hid the loot or I'll blow your brains
out."
A problem arouse however
because the bandit didn't speak
English, and the PI didn't speak
Spanish.
Fortunately, the only other client

-Front desk
-Bookkeeper
-Bartender
-Security Guard
Applicants for any
of the positions must
be willing to work
nights. Experience a
plus.
For more
information or to
schedule an
interview please
call 824-3101 and ask
for Stephanie or email
your resume to:
stephanie@duplooys.com.

You can also Fax
your resume to
824-3301.

in the cantina was a bilingual
lawyer who offered to translated the
PI's message and the bandit’s
response.
After hearing the PI’s message
the terrified bandit blurted out, in
Spanish, that the loot was buried
under the mango tree behind the
cantina.
"What did he say?" the PI asked.
The lawyer answered, "He said
get lost, you turkey. You can't kill
me with that fake gun. I’ll pull
my gun and shoot this turkey."

Several of my old aunts used
to come up to me at weddings,
poking me in the ribs and
cackling, telling me, "You're

next."
They stopped doing that
immediately after I started doing
the same thing to them at funerals.

Sleeping With The Yardman
Mr. Jones woke up early last
Saturday morning.
He got into his old work clothes
and set about all the chores his wife
had been urging him to do all week.
He cleaned the garage, pruned
the hedge, and was halfway
through mowing the lawn when a

woman pulled up in the driveway
and called out her window, "Say,
Mister, how much do you charge
to do this kind work?"
Jones thought for a moment, then
answered, "It’s all for free
sweetheart. The lady who lives
here lets me sleep with her."

2- VEHICLES FOR SALE
One 1989 Mitsubishi GALLANT - Transmission
needs repair - GOING C-H-E-A-P.
One 1995 Toyota, CAMRY - Runs GOODEXCELLENT Condition - Reasonably Priced.

CALL: 601-8322 - ANYTIME
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From Page 2
couple, guests from a lodge in the
Mountain Pine Ridge, who were
inside the cave.
Just then another tour was
arriving at the site when the driver
spotted one of the bandits and
quickly drove to the military post
at the Douglas de Silva Forest
Station located less than a mile
from the cave.
By the time the three unprofessionally dressed soldiers arrived on
the scene the bandits had
disappeared into the forest.
Overall the bandits are said to
have made off with three cellular
telephones, 5 pairs of binoculars,
two gold rings, a digital camera,
4 pairs tennis shoes (3 from the
tourist and one pair from a tour
guide) and with almost two
thousand US dollars in cash.
Tut informed that despite the
incident, the group proceeded to
the final stop at Rio-On before
returning to the lodge in Cristo Rey.
They are currently on the peninsula
in Placencia as they continue on
their vacation in Belize.
Up to press time no arrest has
been made as the police continues
an intensive investigation into this
incident. They have also alerted
their counterparts in Guatemala.
Since this latest incident, the
military has reportedly adjusted its
operations in the area as a team of
soldiers are now stationed on the
site at Rio Frio.
We were additionally informed
that the Defense Force will soon be
upgrading its strength, from a
Company to a Battalion at the
military post in Central Farm.
Consequently the post of the
commanding officer will be
upgraded to that of a Colonel. This
increase in strength will allow for
increase military patrols as well a
improved supervision to enhance
professionalism at the various
outposts.
The Rio Frio Cave is among the
major attractions for visitors to the
Mountain Pine Ridge Area.
It is located, in Augustine, near
the Douglas de Silva Forest Station.
Upon arrival at Rio Frio Cave,
visitors can park a short distance
from the entrance, and a short walk
reveals the massive 65-foot arched
entrance.
Large boulders, some covered
with moss, allow for climbing high
up along the side near the wall of
the cave, and stepping-stone stairs
have also been set to make the hike
easier.
When inside the cave, the other
large entrance (or exit) can also be
seen, as the entire cave is less than
half-mile long.
Please Turn To Page 15
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T h e We e k l y
C h ee s s C o l u m n
BY David Coombs,
Cayo Chess Coordinator
Last week
we looked
at the pawn
and how
it moves,
although
there are
two more
things to know about the pawn we
will leave that to a later column.
This week the chess column will
look at how the knight moves.
Note the knights begin on b1, g1,
b8 and g8
The knight is the only piece in
chess that can jump over other
pieces. The knight looks like a

BY David Coombs,
Cayo Chess Coordinator
SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo,
Saturday, February 7, 2009:
On Friday 6th February a Belize
National Youth Chess Foundation
organized chess tournament was
held at the Aguada Hotel in Santa
Elena.
This tournament had two aims,
one was to select the 12 best
players to enter the Cayo District
Final. The second aim was to have
a beginners section to enable
students who know how to play but
have little experience to take part
in a tournament in order for them
to gain confidence and have fun
while playing and interacting with
students from other schools.
Students had to be registered in
advance and a computer was used
to decide the pairings of players.
The computer program ‘Swiss’ is
used internationally and over the
course of several tournaments a
‘ranking’ can be given to players
to establish a national ranking

We

AMS To Please

horse and it moves in an ‘L’ shape,
in the diagram, the moves are
shown. The knight on b1 can move
to a3 or c3, when moving the knight
we can count ‘1 square ,2 squares
and turn’ You may notice that the
knight always moves to the
opposite colour square, from dark
to light and then from light to dark.
When the knight is near the middle
of the board it is more powerful as
it can move to 8 possible squares,
if it is on the edge of the board it
only can move to 4 squares. The
knight can move forwards,
backwards and sideways as long as
it finishes with a turn.
A knight could move from b1 to
c3 then the next move from c3 to

system
The tournament had the
participation of 45 students
ranging in age from 7 to 15.
It began at 8.30 a.m., and finished
at around 2.30 p.m.. All students
played four games and they had up
to 50 minutes for each game.
While some games lasted only
about five minutes, others ran on
for tense 45 minutes.
At the start of each round all
the players shook hands as is
traditional in chess games. This is
part of respecting the opponent.
Those advanced in the game
played with chess clocks that
ensure each player has an equal
amount of time.
As the rounds began the room
was silent while players were deep
in thought about their strategy and
the only sound is the ‘click, click’
of clocks pressed after each move.
The games ended with the players
again shaking hands. The learner
(there are no losers in chess, only
learners) congratulated the winner.
At the end of the tournament
medals, books and chess wrist
bands were awarded to the top three
students from each section. These
were, Beginners, 11 years and
under: first place Eric Lee from St.
Andrews Primary School;
second place Anthony Hulse
also from St. Andrews Primary
School, third place Tishay
Nunez from Bishop O.P. Martin
Primary.
Beginners 12 years and older:
first place Jamie Mckoy from St.
Barnabas Anglican, second place
Kevin Medrano and third place
Anika Martinez both from
Ontario Christian School.
Advanced 11 and under: First
place Simon Lotiff from Santa
Elena Primary, second place Brent

d5 then from d5 to f6 etc. The
knight can capture anything and
can be captured by anything.
To practice you can play with
pawns and knights only and see
who can capture all the opposite

pawns first.
Interesting fact, after only the first
three moves each in a game of
chess the number of possible
different positions on the board are
119,060,679

Coombs and Third place Alexis
Najarro both from Bishop O.P
Martin Primary.
Advanced 12 years and older:
First place, Gareth Martinez from
St. Barnabas Anglican, second
place Vidal Adolphus from St.
Andrews Anglican and third place,
Cesar Gonzalez
from St.

Barnabas.
Again we thank Mr. William
‘Bill’ Butcher for hosting the
tournament at the Aguada Hotel, an
excellent venue for such an event.
We would also like to thank the
principals, teachers and parents
who continue to support the chess
in primary schools program.

Seven of the Star Players in the Cayo Primary School Chess
Tournament.
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From Page 12
A river runs through the cave, and
in the dry season, it is possible to
hike through to the other side. This
less traveled path reveals another
trail outside the cave, and some
smaller caves are accessible from
here.
The large boulders and rock
formations inside Rio Frio are
strange and unusually colored.
The walls are smoothed by water
erosion of thousands of years.
Stalactites also hang from the
ceiling. Vines and ferns grow at the
entrance of the cave, giving it
life.
There is also a bat population,
which can be easily detected by
your sense of smell if you get too
close to their favorite spots. An
unusually sandy area exists down
near the river, and it is worth the
short walk down the rocks to this
“beach”.

BELIZEANS TO RECEIVE FREE
EYE SURGERY IN VENEZUELA
The Republic of Venezuela in collaboration with the Ministry of Health – Government of Belize has launched Operacion Milagro
– a humanitarian social programme geared toward providing free surgery on pterygium and cataracts for Belizeans.
Under Operacion Milagro, every Belizean with these two conditions can apply to receive the operation. They will be screened by a group of
Venezuelan doctors who will determine their needs here in Belize and ensure that they are physically fit to undergo the surgery.
Each person approved will be given a date on which they will be leaving Belize. The flight to Venezuela will be free of charge. Similarly, the
Government of the Republic of Venezuela will provide patients with accommodations and food during their stay. Their medical care and
medications will also be free.
Although the programme is geared toward the treatment of pterygium and cataracts, other special cases of eye conditions will be taken into
consideration for treatment on an individual basis.
Apart from the clinical diagnosis of their condition by the team, persons approved for travel to Venezuela must have the following:
· A valid Belizean passport
· 1 luggage item per patient to include clothes and personal items including toothpaste, deodorant, soap, sanitary napkins, shampoo,
conditioner, toilet paper, bath towel, comb etc.
· A small bag, purse or backpack is optional.
· Female patients are being asked NOT to carry make-up as they will not be encouraged to use it after the operation in order to better
facilitate the healing process.
· Once the patient’s operation has been completed, they will be brought back to Belize free of charge. They will, however, be
responsible for transportation to and from the Philip S. W. Goldson International Airport.
Every person suffering from an eye condition is encouraged to fill out an application form and forward the completed form to either their
nearest health center or the Embassy of the Republic of Venezuela in Belmopan.
BELOW PLEASE FIND THE APPLICATION FORM.

Embassy of Venezuela in Be lmopan, Belize
P.O. Bo x 49
Be lmopan, Be lize
Phone: +501-822-2384, +501-822-2789
Fax: +501-822-2022
Email : e mbaven@btl.net

Kindly fill out the form below and forwa rd it to your nearest health
center or the Embassy of the Republic of Vene zuela.
Na me _________________________________________________

Address

Phone
Ema il
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SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Thursday, February 5,
2009:
Today, a distraught Michael
Hyde accompanied by his 18 year
old son, Rasheed Hyde, visited our
office voicing his concern that his
son Rasheed, a fourth form student,
was “unjustly” expelled from
Mopan Technical High in Benque
Viejo Town.
Hyde informed that on Thursday,
January 22 nd, he visited Mopan
Technical High to pick up his son’s
report card, and that on arrival his
son, visibly shaken, told him that a
group of about a dozen male
students who have reportedly
been harassing him for some time,
had just threatened to kill him.
According to the father, he did not
take lightly this threat and so he
instructed his son to accompany
him. They boarded his car and
began searching the town for the
boys.
They drove around for several

-
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minutes until they eventually met
one of the boys near a gas station.
Hyde said that he drove up to the
student, got out of the car and
confronted the boy. He said that he
had some harsh words with the
boy which ended in Hyde slapping
the boy in the face.
Michael informed that when his
son reported for classes the next
day, Friday, January 23, the police
were called in and his son was
taken to the police station in
Benque Viejo. Whilst at the
station, he reportedly contacted his
father by telephone and apprised
him of this development.
When he received the telephone
call the father could not
immediately rush over to the
police station as he was on
business in Belmopan. He
however, contacted his son’s
mother and asked her to check into
the matter at the police station.
Whilst at the police station, the
student reportedly received a letter

-

The Student
Rasheed Hyde, 18
dated that same Friday, January 23,
signed by the School’s Principal,
Mr. Francisco Tun and addressed
to his parents.
The short correspondence
informed that “your son Rasheed
Hyde has received his third
suspension in three years and in
accordance with school rules
your child is being asked to
withdraw from school.”

Sunday, February 15, 2009

The father informed that since it
was a Friday evening there was not
much he could do on his return
from Belmopan. However, on
Monday, January 26th, he made
several calls to the school in an
effort to find out why his child was
being asked to withdraw from
school, especially since he admits
to being the person who slapped the
student and that the only thing
Rasheed did was to inform him of
the threat against his life as any
child who felt threatened is
expected to do.
According to Michael Hyde when
he eventually contacted Principal
Tun, the principal reportedly told
him that the school’s Board of
Directors had met and that it was
unanimously agreed that Rasheed
be “asked to withdraw from
school.”
After hearing this, Hyde
reportedly contacted Mr. Gonzalo
Rosado, Chairman of the school’s
Board of Directors, who reportedly
told him that he had no knowledge
of the incident or of the request for
his son to withdraw from the
school.
In seeking further clarification,
Hyde reportedly contacted the Vice
Chairman of the Board who
likewise reportedly indicated that
he had absolutely no knowledge of
the incident.
“Rasheed is an honor
student who is only two months
away from graduating. The very
report card that I picked that day
from school reflects that my child
is doing academically well at
school. He received Merit awards
for Metal Work, Mathematics and
Technical Drawing. His mid-term
report reflects 8 passing grades
above 70 percentile and 1
failing grade for the late handing
in of an assignment,” said
Michael Hyde.
The father admits that he was the
person involved in the altercation
with the student and that his son
was in no way physically involved
in the incident.
He would like for Principal Tun
to be honest in handling this
matter, especially as it pertains to
saying that the decision to remove
his child from the school was a
Board of Directors decision.
He wants the Principal to allow
his son to return to school
especially since he is only two
months away from graduating.
Our efforts to contact Principal
Tun for comments were
unsuccessful as the only listed
telephone number for the school
constantly ended in a fax
tone.
The invitation nevertheless
remain constant for Principal Tun
to contact us with his comments at
anytime if he so desires.
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Ix Chel Tropical Research Foundation is now
offering it’s new after school program, KIDS
FOR CONSERVATION. This Program will have
volunteers to assist children with their daily
homework and other school projects.
Students will have the opportunity to do their
assignments in a peaceful, supportive
environment. When homework is completed, we
will have sessions on medicinal plants, animals,
arts and crafts, organic gardening, fun games and
songs.
Doors will be open as of January 12th 2009
Monday to Friday from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.
ICTRF always working hand in hand with the
community to make a positive difference in the
lives of children.
For further information, to register your child,
to volunteer services, to donate books or school
supplies call 804-0264 or email us at
ixcheltropicalresearch@yahoo.com
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BELMOPAN CITY, Cayo,
Friday, January 30, 2009:
The Ministry of Education
informs that in light of the recent
disciplinary action taken against a
student at Pallotti High School and
the subsequent court action brought
against the school, it had been in
contact with both the school and the
parent of the student in question but
that given that the matter is before
the court, the Ministry of
Education is not in a position to
comment further on the specifics

Notice is hereby be given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License Ordinance
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize,
Revised
Edition
2000,
that
OKLNERS SAMO MLAKAR &
EMELDA VELASQUEZ
are
applying for the renewal of their
RESTAURANT & BAR LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to operate
BI SPOT located at #19 Burns Avenue,
San Ignacio Town in the Cayo District.
Notice is hereby be given that under
the Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of
Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
RANJEET K. MANGAT &
GAGANDEEP SINGH BENGAL are
applying for a MALT & CIDER
LIQUOR LICENSE for the year 2009
to operate RIVERSIDE FOOD
PLAZA located at Manzanero Building,
Savannah Area, Santa Elena Town in
the Cayo District.
Notice is hereby be given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License Ordinance
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize,
Revised Edition 2000, that
HONG JIAN LIANG is applying
for the renewal of his MALT &
CIDER LIQUOR LICENSE for the
year 2009 to operate TERRY BEER
PARLOR located at #11 George
Street, Benque Viejo Town in the Cayo
District.
Notice is hereby be given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License Ordinance
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize,
Revised Edition 2000, that
NORBERTO RANCHARAN is
applying for the renewal of his
CONVENIENT STORE LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2009 to operate
CP GAS located at the corner of the
Western Highway and Carillo Puerto
Avenue, Santa Elena Town in the Cayo
District.
Notice is hereby be given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License Ordinance
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize,
Revised
Edition
2000,
that
ALBERTO NEAL is applying for the
renewal of his MALT & CIDER
LIQUOR LICENSE for the year 2009
to operate BETO’S FAST FOOD
located on the Western Highway, Santa
Elena Town in the Cayo District.
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of this case.
However, the Ministry of
Education takes very seriously that
discipline in our schools must be
fair and just to all parties concerned
and must be consistent with the
Constitution of Belize.
The role of the Ministry of
Education in ensuring quality
education for the development of
the individual and the society as a
whole is a balancing act that must,
on the one hand, ensure that
schools provide an environment

-

that is nurturing for all students but,
on the other hand, the rights of the
individual student must be
protected.
The Ministry of Education, over
the past few months, has been
undertaking a revision of the
Education Act and the Handbook
of Polices and Procedures for
School Services.
As part of this exercise the
Ministry of Education is
committed to reviewing the
provisions for governance of

Sunday, February 15, 2009

schools relating to discipline to
ensure that they are consistent with
the principles outlined above.
In this endeavour, the Ministry
of Education is committed to
working collaboratively with all
stakeholders including students,
parents, teachers, principals and
management.
Furthermore, the Ministry of
Education will be conducting
country-wide consultations on the
proposed revisions to the
Education Act and the Handbook
of Policies and Procedures for
School Services.
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The next meeting of the House
of Representatives will be held on
Friday, February 27, 2009.
During this meeting, the Hon.
Prime Minister Dean Barrow,
in his capacity as Minister of
Finance, will present the second
budget since taking over the
reigns of Government in February
2008.

From Front Page
was tallied and it amounted to
$9,704.98 being the amount for
which James and Jennifer are now
before the court.
The couple appeared in San
Ignacio’s Magistrate Court on
Wednesday, February 11, where
they pleaded not guilty to the
charge.
Jennifer is currently out on a one
thousand dollar cash bail while
James was denied bail and is

From Front Page
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Love is in the air….

Byron Randolfo Juarez, 28,
Guatemalan mason of San Benito,
Peten. He was found in possession
of a 9 mm pistol and a magazine
containing 15 live rounds of
ammunition for the same.
The second detainee was
identified as Julio David Abrego
Rojas, 24, Guatemalan driver of
Barrio Playa Blanca, San Benito,
Peten, Guatemala. He was found in
possession of a black and chrome

Enjoy one of our Valentine’s Day Specials—February 14th

Four Cheese Lasagna served with
Garlic Bread and Vegetable Salad

Seafood Platter
Combination of Seafood served with
Bake Potato or Fries, Vegetable Salad and Garlic Bread
Dessert

Lover’s Cake
Decadent Rich Chocolate Heart Shaped Cake served with
Chocolate Bailey’s Sauce

Only $24.95
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Six days later, on Wednesday,
March 4, the nation will go into
municipal elections countrywide as
67 local government seats, in all 7
towns and 2 cities, will be going
up for election (58 councillors and
9 mayors).
The actual 2 day budget debate is
scheduled to be held on March 12
and 13.

currently on remand at the San
Ignacio police station.
A quick trial has been arranged
and the couple will be appearing in
court on Friday, February 13,
2009.
Police informed that a check
with the US Embassy Belize
revealed that an individual bearing
the same personal particulars as
James Brady was convicted in the
United States on a minor sex
charge.

Bersa brand 9mm pistol bearing
serial number 555011 fitted with a
chrome magazine containing 14
live rounds of 9mm bullets.
Neither Juarez nor Rojas could
present a Belize gun license. They
were informed of the offence
committed and were individually
charged for the possession of
illegal firearm and ammunition.
They were taken to court where
they pleaded guilty as charged and
were each sentenced to 2 years
imprisonment.

A)

Surf and Turf
Cayo’s Delicious Porkchops or T-BoneSteak
Alongside Golden Fried Shrimp or Fish
served with Bake Potato or Fries, Garlic Bread
and Vegetable Salad

Pasta Fiesta $19.50
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B)

C)

A) The Bersa brand 9mm pistol bearing serial number 555011,
B) the magazine and C) the 14 live rounds of ammunition
found in the possession of Julio David Abrego Rojas
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