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SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo
District, Wednesday, July 16,
2008:
The traffic accident occurred on
Saturday, July 5 and today, 11 days
later, San Ignacio police reports the
arrest of a fellow constable on
three related charges.
The accused, Police Constable
#267 Michel Cob, 34, of a 9th
Street address in San Ignacio Town,
appeared in court today where
Magistrate Kathlene Lewis
presented him with the three charges
as follows: i) Manslaughter by
negligence, ii) Causing death by
careless conduct and iii) Drove
motor vehicle without due care
and attention.
Magistrate Lewis informed that due
to the nature of the charges, the case
will be heard on indictment in the
Supreme Court and therefore a guilty
or not guilty plea could not be

The accused was
offered and met bail
in the sum of
$5,000.
The charges
against PC Cob
arouse out of a road
traffic accident
which occurred at
around 2:15 p.m.,
on Saturday, July
5, between miles
69 and 70 on the
Western Highway.
In the incident,
the brown Toyota
4 Runner, with
license plates
C Y- C - 2 6 3 1 8 ,
The Accused - P.C. #267 Michel Cob, 34
driven by PC Cob
entertained at the magistrate court and traveling towards San Ignacio
level.
Town, collided into a motorcycle
The case was consequently
adjourned for Wednesday, August 20.

SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Monday, July 14, 2008:
BY: Cecilia Flowers, Leader,
Santa Elena Jaguar Scouts
I had the privilege over the past 2
weeks to participate in the BDF Youth
Summer Camp 2008 and what a
wonderful experience it was.
Activities, held in the Mountain Pine
Ridge, were well organize by
the Belize Defense Force with
support from the Government of
Belize.
The main objective of the camp
was to instill self-esteem, respect,
moral values and endurance in the
participants.
They were also empowered with

skills in expressing themselves in their
own unique ways as well as the
characteristics of becoming good,
productive and constructive citizen
within their individual communities.
The children not only learn
about endurance running and
physical fitness, but they were also
instructed in areas such as team work
and jungle survival. They learnt how
to set up and sleep under a basha.
They were also instructed in playing
the game of chess and for the first
time, according to the organizers, a
chess tournament was played in the
dark cave of Caves Branch.
The camp offered many of the
participants a first time opportunity

Price$1.00
$1.00
Price

The Deceased Carlos Casanova, 22
traveling in the opposite direction.
The solo motorcycle rider was
Carlos Casanova, 22, Belizean
Research Officer employed by the
Belize Social Security Board at SSB
Please Turn To Page 15

Twenty of the participants (5 girls & 15 boys) along with
5 BDF instructors - The maginficent jungle in the background
to experience exotic natural
adventures such as cave tubing.
Many of them also had the first time
chance of repelling approximately 275

feet into a sink hole at Caves Branch.
The children had an enjoyable
experience and many of them
Please Turn To Page 15
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On February 7, 2008 voters in
Belize went to the polls and
overwhelmingly elected the
Nation’s first “Black” Prime
Minister.
Five months later, on July 14,
the Nation listened as the new
Prime Minister presented his
first budget ,the likes of which
they have not seen in many, many
years.
The new budget is nothing
short of the Dean Barrow
Administration’s one year
manifesto of programs for fiscal
year 2008-2009.
If the administration fulfills at
least 75% of it promises as
outlined in the budget and does
likewise for the remaining 4
years in office with the
presentation of subsequent liked
fashioned budgets, as sure as day
follows night, none is the
opposition party that will unseat
it at the polls.
The “Peoples’ Budget” for
fiscal year 2008-2009 brings
long overdue relief to the
Belizean people.
It speaks to, among other
things, the “removing of GST
(General Sales Tax) from a broad
range of medicines and
EXEMPTING medical services
from GST”.
The new government is moving
forward in fulfilling its manifesto
promise as it pertains to
protecting the peoples’ social
security funds by “assuming the
FULL cost of the National
Health Insurance to the extent
that is has been rolled out so far
–the Social Security Board will
no longer be meeting any of
those costs” AMEN.
Much unlike the previous
Musa/Fonseca administration
that used Social Security Funds
as a cash cow with total disregard
for working Belizean who by law
must contribute to the fund.
“In addition to NO NEW

Mexican & Belizean Menu
HAPPY HOUR
Monday thru Friday

5 to 7 P.M

TAXES on the Belizean people
in this Budget” said Prime
Minister Dean Barrow “We
are, of course, actually
providing positive relief
especially to the poor. We
will thus be LOWERING or
REMOVING tax on a number
of basic items and services.
“By the 1 st of August,
the remaining Revenue
Replacement Duty will be
removed from both Regular
and Premium Gasoline, and on
Aviation Spirits and Jet Fuel.
This tax will be replaced by a
LOWER flat tax per gallon
which will be added to the
existing customs duties
applicable to these products.
The removal of the General
Sales Tax by applying a
ZERO rate on a wide range
of Over-the-counter and
prescription medicines and
medical supplies including
analgesics, cough and cold
preparations, diagnostic testing
kits for glucose in the blood an
urine, insulin and insulin
syringe, oral rehydration salts
and solutions, dialysis fluids,
oxygen and anti-retroviral
drugs.
The classification of medical,
dental, hospital, optical and
paramedical services as
Exempt Items for the purposes
of the GST. The effect of this is
to ensure that the providers of
such services will NO LONGER
be adding the GST to their
invoices for the services they
provide.
The removal of GST from a
number of food items including
powdered milk, cooking oil,
chicken Vienna sausages,
corned beef, coffee, tea.
Removal of Revenue
Replacement Duty from
Fertilizers. The removal of
Custom duties from Animal
Feed Concentrate. The
Monday: Draft Beer
$3.00
Tuesday: Local Rum
$3.00
Wednesday: Margaritas
$9.95
Thursday: Piña Colada
$9.95
Friday: Micheladas
$4.00

is also featuring a family platter

provision of import duty
exemptions for agricultural
machinery and implements
particularly for small farmers
seeking to expand production
and the provision later on of a
significant line of credit for
agricultural expansion.
The provision of import duty
exemptions on capital imports
for small registered hoteliers
seeking to expand and/or
improve the quality of their
facilities.
The provision of import
duty exemptions on passenger
vans to allow small tour
operators to improve the
quality of their tourist
transportation services.
3 million dollars to provide
for education grants for
first-year high school students
on a needs basis.
An increase of 1.5 million
dollar in scholarship grants to
tertiary level students.
A new allocation of 2 million
dollars to maintain the supply
of textbooks to primary school
students.
An increase of 1.5 million
dollars in grants to the
University of Belize.
3 million dollars to cover the
FULL cost of basic health care
under the NHI.
6 million dollars to upgrade
the road leading into Placencia
Village.
4 million dollars for the
completion of the Southern
Highway.
5.3 million dollars for the
Belize City Council south side
alleviation project.
4.8 million dollars for the
rehabilitation of sugar feeder
roads.
2 million dollars for the
temporary bridge structure at
Kendal.
8 million dollars in support
of the Banana and Sugar
industries under the European
Union Programme.
Over 11.9 million dollars in
aggregate to fund community
projects under the Social
Investment
Fund,
the
Commonwealth Debt Initiative
and the Basic Needs Trust
Fund.
6.5 million dollars to complete
the Health Reform Project.
3 million dollars to complete
Enhancement of the Technical
Vocational Education and
Training Project.
1 million dollars for a project
to assist low income persons in
getting proper titles to land
through providing funding to

pay for surveys.
2 million dollars for housing
improvements for low income
persons.
1.7 million dollars for
maintenance of municipal
streets and drains.
1 million dollars of rural
water systems and
175 thousand dollars for a
pilot project for skills training
for single mothers.
25 million dollars for
the seeding of a new and
revived Development Finance
Cooperation.
A commitment for the
continuing broad base
consultations in future budget
preparations
Given the scale and extent of
the breaches that have taken
place in the past and the
damage to the entire society that
those have caused, the new
government will be proposing
criminal sanctions against
those who dare repeat the raping as was rampant in the past
administration.
If you have not yet gotten your
copy of the budget presentation,
we urge you to get a hold of one
so that you may use it as a report
card the grade the performance
of the new government’s first
year in office.
Again we reiterate that if the
government fulfills but 75% of
these proposals, no opposition
party will unseat it, as Belizean
will truly begin to experience
what it really feels like to be
living a good country.
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ANTIGUA & BARBUDA,
Wednesday, July 16, 2008:
STAR Newspaper’s Editor,
Nyani Azueta-August, departed
Belize on Monday, July 14, enroute
to the Caribbean Island of Antigua &
Barbuda where she will be
representing Belize at a two days
Caricom sponsored “Newspaper
Editor’s Workshop on the
Caribbean Single Market and
Economy (CSME).”
The workshop which began on
Wednesday, July 16, at the Jolly
Beach Resort in Antigua, is providing
Newspaper Editors from the
Caribbean with a broad understanding to the workings of the CSME.
The workshop is providing
instructions and engaging participants
in discussions on topics such as:
a) Making a living in the CSME

STAR - Tel:- 626-8822 & 626-3788 -
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across CARICOM?
f) A Free Market for Goods
g) What is the Market for
Services?
h) Where are we with Movement
of Capital?

STAR Newspaper Editor,
Nyani Azueta-August
b) Free Movement of Skills and
Occupation
c) The Right of Establishment and
Procedures for Establishing a
Business
d) Trade and Commerce in the
Caribbean
e) How can I move my Goods

i) Writing on the CSME – Is
anyone reading?
j) Is there a role for Columnists in
Stimulating Public Discussion on
the CSME?
k) Competition – Leveling the
Playing Field.
Mrs. August returns to Belize on
Saturday, July 19.

JOLLY BEACH RESORT,
Antigua, Wednesday, July 16,
2008:
It gives me great pleasure to
welcome you to Antigua and
Barbuda.
I hope that the exchanges during
your deliberations, will lead to a
greater understanding of the aims and
objectives of the Revised Treaty of
Chaguaramas, particularly the

Ambassador
Dr. Clarence Henry
CARICOM Single Market and
Economy, which is our Community’s
flagship in the process of sustainable
development of our countries and
peoples, and improving the quality
of life for all. I also wish to thank the
CARICOM Secretariat for organising
this Workshop which, I hope, will
lead to greater dissemination of
developments in our integration
movement.
Mr. Chairman, it is for me a
distinct honor and privilege to have
been asked to address such a
distinguished group of Caribbean
sons and daughters in the noble
profession of journalism, and more
importantly, Newspaper Editors, who
have great influence over the content
and the approach taken to what is
printed and broadcast about our
Community, and the creation of its
Single Market and Economy.
I salute you for embracing
journalism as a profession, which has
brought you praise on occasion and
ridicule on others, as purveyors of
gloom, sensationalism and conduits of
political persuasion.
Right or wrong, yours is an
awesome responsibility. For you must
know and understand your own
country or territory, its people, its
culture, and the social, economic and
political environment in which you
operate.
Unlike myriad other professions,
such as doctors, lawyers, architects,
masons, carpenters or domestic
workers, your work involves the use
of language - words strung together
into sentences and paragraphs reporting news as they occur as well
as determining reality from fiction, in
the dissemination of information.
As eyes on events, journalists
record history. That is why it is
correct to surmise that the norms and
Please Turn To Page 13
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The other night I went to buy at a
Chinese store, a lot of these stores
now have a machine that reads the
bar code by a laser which will tell the
price of each item. So I went to pay
the bill it came up to $110.00.
When I got home I thought this to
be a bit much, so I added it up myself
the total should have been $80.15,
now by the time I got back to the store
it was closed, so the next morning I
was there. I asked about the price
difference and of course all of a

sudden they cannot speak English
anymore, so I was now wasting time,
so beware, take a calculator with you,
I am sure this happens a lot.
There should be someone in
government to check these machines.
If they do this all the time, even if it’s
a few cents, how much do they make
in a year.
I really hope someone looks into
this matter.
Bob Jones,
Santa Elena, Cayo

As an American that owns land
near the village of Bullet Tree and an
acquaintance of Donna and Mike Hill,
I was impressed with your
well-written article that explained
the facts and impact of the murders.
As a school psychologist, I also
appreciated your sensitivity towards
the family and the attempt to reach
out to the youth of the San Ignacio
area.
I wanted to go to the memorial
events tomorrow to support my
friends during this time of trauma,
but I am still an “outsider”, not
having spent a long period of time in
San Ignacio over the past four years.
My house is not built yet.
As a single woman, I am
pondering the pros and cons of
retiring there.
I want to devote some time to
help children, in particular those
with emotional problems and the deaf.
Yet my personal safety must come
first, as I have two daughters of my

own.
I will wait and continue to think
positively about Belize. It is my
hope that the government and the
communities pull together during this
time of economic and personal
hardship to restore the country.
Ann Couzens
ED NOTE: Dear Ms. Ann;
We could have sent you this
response privately by email, but
there are two quick sentences that
we would like to share with other
readers as follows:
1) The word “outsider” does not
exist in the vocabulary of the
Belzean people. Belizeans are
known for their hospitality and
the rapid assimilation of new
friends in to the community
and
2) Notwithstanding these
random, irresponsible and
senseless acts, Belize remains one
of the safest places on earth to
live, work, retire and play.

#85 Benque Viejo Road, San Ignacio, Cayo

Tel: 824-2959
Cell: 610-4391
Providing our V
alued Customers with
Valued
best prices and quality in construction
materials and electrical sup
plies such as
supplies
Plywood, Celotex, Lumber, Maya &
Cessa Cement, Cement Blocks in all sizes
sizes,,
es
Roofing, Doors
Doors,, Windows
Windows,, PVC Pip
Pipes
and fittings and a whole lot more.

At your service always
Jose Marin, Manager

It has come to our attention that
some parents are taking advantage
of people/organizations that are
offering scholarships to students
graduating from Standard 6.
These parents are applying for
multiple scholarships and when the
student is approved by multiple
people/organization, they cash-in by
taking the money and use it for
purposes not related to their child’s
scholarship.
Case 1. A family with 2 students
finishing Standard 6 with very high
grades was granted scholarships by
two NGOs, a Lodge, and the PUP a
total of 7 scholarships.
The NGO sent the money to the
school for tuition, but the lodge and
the PUP both gave the parent the
money.
The lodge gave a full scholarship,
tuition, books, uniforms, meals and
transportation to the school. The PUP
gave tuition only.
The parents approached the High
School and convinced them that the
second scholarship was for books
and uniforms and the school wrote
them a check for the amount of the
second tuition.
These people are taking away
money that would have allowed 5
more students to attend High
School.

I call these greedy and
opportunistic This set a poor
example for the students of their
mother and father.
Case 2. A man approached a High
School and wanted a check written
to him for the second scholarship that
his child had received and both
scholarship money was sent to the
school. Donors were contacted and
told of this and one of them sponsored
another student.
We caution the people or
organization giving the scholarship,
send the funds to the school. If it is a
full scholarship, including books and
uniform, have the parent pay for them
and give you the receipts to make sure
that it is spent on the student. Also,
inquire about the grades of the
student, if you can help the student
with tutoring, do so.
If the school received multiple
scholarships for a student, they need
to contact the donors to ask them
what they want done with the surplus
funds. Most likely, they will award
the scholarship to another deserving
student.
It is your investment in the future of
Belize. The students you help today
may become tomorrow’s leaders,
movers, and shakers of Belize.
Remember, we are talking about the
future of Belize.

Your article on Donna and Mike
was good.
I wish young people would read
the paper to see the ripple
effects of these peoples’ actions.

My prayers go out to Donna and
Mike’s family and all their friends
also to the boys’ family.
Winsom Winsom,
Cristo Rey Village, Cayo

One of the more interesting sights
to see these days are what seem to
be BRAND NEW tanker trucks
moving in convoy, carrying CRUDE
OIL from Spanish Lookout over the
border.
We are not only exporting convoys
of corn these times, but continue to
convoy CRUDE OIL in a new and
improved modern fashion. These
NEW trucks look lovely.
Nobody EVER explained who buys

this CRUDE OIL in Guatemala, or
how much we get paid for it, or why
they sell it in Guatemala and not ship
by barge.
Be interesting reading that
explanation, that not even the late Jim
Cavanaugh, expert on our oil fields,
could tell me.
Certainly our media don’t know,
or bother to report it. All we hear
about are the barge shipments.
Ray Auxillou, Santa Elena, Cayo

The concerns, as expressed above
by Ray Auxillou, were shared with
BNE.
Bright and early onWednesday
morning Daniel Gutierrez from
BNE was on the telephone with the
following information:
a) BNE does NOT sell crude to
Guatemala.
b) The crude oil going across the
western border is actually destined
for Exxon Mobil in Acajuala, El
Salvador and is undertaken as a
means of diversifying BNE's client
base in the region.
c) The crude exported across
Belize's western border is minimal

and is in the low single digit percent
per annum.
d) BNE does not have any new
tanker.
e) Tankers transporting the crude
across the western border are owned
by a Guatemalan company and they
are not the ones used in Belize.
f) BNE exports 90% of the crude
by way of ship.
g) The company has discontinued
using barges many months ago.
h) The current ship used for the
transportating the crude to the export
market is a new one,. It was
constructed in 2005 and is double hull
tanker.
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16 July, 2008
Hon. Carlos Perdomo,
Minister of National
Security,
Curl Thompson Building,
Belmopan.
Dear Minister,
Just a few days ago Mike
and Donna Hill were brutally
murdered in their home in a
small village outside of San
Ignacio. Their bodies were
found with their hands tied
behind their backs and a
bullet shot through their heads
in an execution style slaying.
When the community
and police successfully
apprehended the criminals
we were shocked to find out
it was a 15 year old boy and
his 17 year old friend who
committed this horrendous
crime. We were likewise
astounded to learn that the
15 year old, who was clearly
the leader, had just been
released from custody from
the youth section of the
Hattieville prison.
The alleged cold-blooded
killer was not released because
he had served his time in
prison, but instead he was
released a few weeks earlier
because a judge decided to
grant him bail. Some relative
of this alleged killer promised
to stand good for $4,000 and
therefore he was set free. A
few weeks’ later two people
were viciously slaughtered by
this same person.
The young man had been in
custody awaiting trial for the
attempted murder of a young
woman, who was repeatedly
beaten on the head and body
with a two by four and who
suffered enormous injuries.
Yet when almost any sane
observer would have fully
understood that this boy was
extremely dangerous, a
Supreme Court Justice
decided to let him go.
Of course one can blame
the judge for an incompetent
decision, and the family’s
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lawyer for even asking that this
time bomb be allowed on the
streets, or the family for
cooperating in the release of
someone they knew to be
dangerous. But the ultimate
fault lies in a judicial system
that allows money to be the
basis for letting harmful
people loose on the streets.
It happens every day in
Belize in a criminal justice
system bequeathed to us by
the colonial powers and one
that has not really changed
since then. For someone
with a criminal record to be
released from jail on the basis
of how much money he or
she has, rather than how
dangerous he or she is, is
inherently wrong and unjust.
Anyone sitting in the local
courthouse in San Ignacio
hears case after case where
the magistrate tells petty
criminals that they will receive
a sentence of $500 or 6
months in prison, or $800
dollars or 9 months in prison.
The fact that the judge could
not determine whether the
person needed to be off the
streets and simply based his
decision on the issue of
money is a throwback to
colonial times where the
people with money live under
a different set of laws and the
prisons are there for the poor.
It is time that Belize faces
its crime issues and the most
effective way to do that is to
throw away many aspects of
the bail system. The release of
a person held in remand after
being charged with a violent
crime should not be based on
whether he is a good enough
criminal or from a wealthy
enough family to come up
with the bail money.
The reason a person should
be allowed to stay in the free
world until his case comes to
trial should be based on an
affirmative finding by the court
that he is not likely to be a
danger to anyone in society
until his trial. The idea of a
child or an adult getting out of
jail when he is known to be
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extremely dangerous is absurd
and has caused the death of
not only Mike and Donna Hill
but has caused the death,
robbery and victimization of
many innocent people across
this country.
Judges, especially Supreme
Court judges, have a huge
responsibility. But they
operate under a system of
laws and it is the elected
political leaders who decide
what those laws shall be. It is
time for our political leaders
to ensure that Belizeans are
stopped from being victimized
by an old colonial system of
laws that allows treacherous
and resourceful people to
roam free in this country.
Our criminal laws need to be
revamped. We need to amend
our laws to say: “Bail can
only be granted in cases
involving any violent crime
if the judge signs a
statement saying that there
is no credible testimony that
the accused poses any
threat to society until his
trial.” Should there still be
judges letting people go free
before trial on violent offenses
when there is credible evidence
they could be dangerous, then
there should be automatic
hearings to determine the
competence of these judges.
A judge found making
irresponsible decisions should
be dismissed.
But the bottom line really is
that a dangerous person who
has been charged with a
violent offense should not be
released on bail because he
happens to get a lawyer and
come up with a few dollars or
a surety. If there is evidence
you are dangerous and a
continuing threat to the
community and you have been
arrested for a violent offense
you should stay locked up
until trial. Full Stop. And
judges that refuse to follow
these rules should be held
accountable.
Beyond bail we must also
realize that the Criminal Code
in Belize needs full renovation.

That is clear. Recently a
member of Valley Watch
visited the Hattieville prison
and talked to boy in the youth
section. He was completing
an 8 month sentence. He was
caught smoking marijuana with
his friends after their neighbor
called the police. Sleeping on
the bed next to him was a boy
who was convicted of a
violent murder. Another
young man had been there two
times already, the latter being
for holding a gun to
someone’s head during a
robbery. He got 6 months jail
time while the boy who
smoked pot got 8 months although he had no previous
criminal record. Something
sound wrong with the system.
Clearly the new
administration has its work
cut out in addressing crime
and national security. For the
past 10 years the criminal
justice system has been as
colonial as could be. If you
had the money the system
worked in your favor. Today
sadly this still rings true.
Prisons are for the poor and
whatever else happens
happens.
Now is the time to start to
fix this horribly broken
criminal justice system. The
unnecessary deaths of Mike
and Dona Hill and many
others show us that our
present bail system is
completely insane. When the
British gave us this system it
was in a different era with less
crime and less danger. Using
the bail system today for
violent crimes makes no sense
at all and subjects all of us to
live in danger and in fear.
Obviously our criminal laws
need to be overhauled. So the
question for the new UDP
government is, if not now then
when? And if not by you
then by whom?
Yours sincerely,
A Concerned Member
Valley Watch Crime Prevention
Community
P.O. Box 53
San Ignacio, Cayo District.

-PAID AD-

Page 6

-

STAR -

Tel:- 626-8822 & 626-3788 - Email:starnewspaper@gmail.com - Sunday, July 20, 2008

SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Thursday, July 17, 2008:
His personal 12 gauge shotgun was
stolen, but despite the lost, Gonzalo
Carrillo, 63, Belizean watchman,
employed by Western Gas Company,
is happy to be alive to tell the story.
In a statement to San Ignacio
Police, Carrillo, who has been
working as a watchman at Western
Gas Company for over 2 years,
informed that it was shortly 1:00 a.m.,
on Sunday, June 29, whilst patrolling
the compound, when he stopped to
pour a cup of coffee from his
thermos. He said that he momentarily
rested his 12 gauge shotgun against
the wall of a building on the compound
when suddenly two unmasked young
male persons of dark complexion
appeared as if out of thin air.

One of them
took possession
of the shotgun
and struck him
with the butt
against the left
ear.
He grabbed
the other boy by
the throat and
wrestled him to
the wooden
verandah floor
of the building.
Whilst struggling with the
accomplice, the
one with the
Gonzalo Carrillo, 63
s h o t g u n
stabbed him several times in the
He told the police that the wound
back with the barrel of the gun.
to the left ear, which by this time was
bleeding profusely, and the stabs to
his back, were very painful and so he
released the hold he had on the
unarmed boy.
As he stood up to regain
composure, he watched as the armed
youth pulled back the hammer of the
shotgun, pointed to his chest at close
range and pulled the trigger.

The gun snapped – There was no
cartridge inside. Carrillo said that
he removed the cartridge before
resting the shotgun against the
building.
The boy reportedly cracked the
barrel, looked inside the chamber and
realized that the gun was empty. He
nevertheless, took the gun and both
boys jumped over a cement section
of the fence and ran up the Western
Highway subsequently disappearing
into the darkness.
The watchman contacted the police
by telephone and they arrived about
20 minutes later, but by then the boys
had already disappeared out of sight.
The police request that he be
transported to the hospital for
medical attention but he chose to
remain on duty as he did not want to
abandon his work site.
His son arrived about 5 hours later
and he handed over duty to his son.
Carrillo then boarded his pickup truck
and drove to the San Ignacio
Hospital were he was treated and
released.
As the investigation continues,
police have neither recovered the
stolen shotgun nor has anyone been
arrested and charged for the crime.

SAN IGNACIO TOWN, Cayo
District, Tuesday, July 15, 2008:
A male Belizean and a female
Guatemalan laborer were arrested
and charged for burglarizing the home
of an American volunteer.
San Ignacio police reports
that over this past weekend,
Barbara Brodman, 64, American,
volunteer, residing in Selena
Village reported that her residence
was broken and stolen therefrom
were an assortment of household
items and tools valued at BZ$10,350.
being the property of Barbara
Brodman.
Prompt action on the part of Cpl.
38 Denroy Barrow and his team led
to the discovery of most of the
missing items resulting in the arrest of

Guillermo Duarte, 19, Belizean
laborer of Selena Village and
Marbyn Lima Arevalo, 25,
Guatemalan laborer from the village
of Unitedville.
Both defendants appeared in San
Ignacio’s Magistrate on Monday, July
15, where they pleaded not guilty to
the charge. Prosecutor George
Gomez objected to bail on the
grounds that more items are being
recovered and their release could
adversely affect the ongoing
investigation. Magistrate Kathlene
Lewis concurred with the
prosecution’s submission and both
accused persons were remanded to
prison for the next 5 days to
reappear in court on Monday, July 21,
2008.

VACANCY NOTICE
LAND INFORMATION OFFICER
LAND AND SURVEYS DEPARTMENT
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND
THE ENVIRONMENT
GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE
Position: Land Information Officer

Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree in Land/Geographic Information
Management or its equivalent
Skills & Experience: Organizational, report writing, computer,
communication and training skills
Specialization: Must be knowledgeable in the operation of Cadatra V
Land Registration Systems
Must be knowledgeable in the operation of Geographic Information
Systems
Must have basic knowledge in Air Photo Interpretation/Remote Sensing
Duties/Responsibilities:
·
Assist in the development and maintenance of an up-to-date Land/
Geographic Information System, for the Land and Surveys
Department;
·
Assist in establishing quality control and accuracy standards for
Registry Index Maps;
·
Assist with Environmental and Physical Planning activities to ensure the most beneficial use of available Land Information Data is reflected
in relevant projects;
·
Assist with the coordination of various sections in the
Department with a view to ensure the collection and recording of Land
Information Data for computer compatibility;
·
Oversee/supervise GIS application, update/improve maps and
improve data quality;
·
Conduct GIS training for staff
·
Work along with CCAD/NASA
Salary: Payscale 14 of $23, 220 x $960 - $41, 460
Deadline for applications:
Interested persons in possession of the requisite qualifications are to submit their application to the Chief Executive Officer, Ministry of Natural
Resources and the Environment, Market Square, City of Belmopan no
later than 25th July, 2008.
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SANTA ELENA TOWN, Cayo
District, Thursday, July 17, 2008:
The surveillance camera recorded
the entire incident in less than a minute
as two unmasked young men of dark
complexion pulled off a robbery at the
CP Gas Station located a the corner
of the Western Highway and Carillo
Puerto Avenue in Santa Elena Town.
Owner of the CP Gas Station,
Norberto Rancheran, informed that
the surveillance equipment clocked the
incident at exactly 9:53 p.m., when
the two individuals rushed in from off
the Carillo Puerto Avenue side of the
building.
One of the robbers, armed with a
shiny handgun rushed towards a
person who was sitting against the
building, probably suspecting that he
was the station’s armed watchman.
He reportedly demanded that
the person hand over the gun but
when he realized that the person was
not the watchman, he nevertheless
proceeded to search him and in the
process relieving him of his cellular
telephone.
The other individual, unarmed,
rushed over to the gas pump where
the attendant was serving a customer.
The customer had just paid a $150
gas purchase. The unarmed assailant
reportedly grabbed the cash from the
attendant and demanded that he hand
over all the money in his possession.
A surveillance recording of the
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CP Gas Station at the corner of the Western Highway and
Carillo Puerto Avenue in Santa Elena Town, Cayo
incident shows that the unarmed
assailant was able to pull off the act in
the presence of four persons, being
the attendant, the customer and two
other male persons who were
hanging around the station prior to the
incident.
After jacking the cellular phone
from the man sitting against the
building, the armed attacker rushed
over to the area where the
accomplice was relieving the attendant
of the cash. They then fled the scene,
with an undisclosed amount of cash.
They ran down Carillo Puerto
Avenue and took the first right turn
into Teachers’ Lane and disappeared
into the darkness.
The surveillance equipment

additionally shows that the entire
incident took place while the armed
watchman was busy chatting on his
cellular telephone as he was strolling
near the back of the station. He
arrived on the scene a few seconds
after the robbery and was still busy
on his telephone.
Police arrive about five minutes
after the incident and according to
information reaching us, instead of
mounting an immediate search in the
area; for whatever reason they
remained at the station interviewing
those who witnessed the incident.
A copy of the recording was
handed over to the police. Five days
later the police are yet to make an
arrest as investigations continue.
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Juan Garcia walked into Joe’s Cool
Club on the Western Highway in
Santa Elena. He strolled straight up
to the bar and said to the bartender
“Let me have a quart of Less,
please.”
“Sorry buddy,” said the bartender
looking slightly puzzled, "In all the

year that I have been bartending,
I have never come across that one
yet. Tell me, is it a rum, a gin or
a whiskey?”
"I have no idea," replied Garcia.
"I went to see my doctor last
week and he told me that I should
drink Less."

After spending several hours in
Joe’s Cool Club, Juan Garcia
staggered out of the bar just as the
ambulance was racing past, siren
wailing and lights flashing.
Immediately, the obviously drunk
Juan Garcia starts chasing the
ambulance down the Western

Highway, running as fast as he could
until he eventually collapsed near the
Social Security Branch Office,
gasping for breath.
In a last act of desperation he
shouts after the ambulance, "If that's
the way you want it, you can keep
your bloody ice creams!"

All shareholders are asked to inform us of any change of address
especially those who did not receive their AGM circular last year. Kindly
fill in the form below with your updated address and return the
completed form to the address below or send via fax to 222-4263.
The Board of Directors of BWS is pleased to announce dividends of 7.8
cents ($0.078) per share for the year 2007/2008. Dividend cheques will
be available for pickup commencing on Monday 28th July at our head
office on Central American Blvd. in Belize City during normal working
hours. Each shareholder is asked to please bring along a valid
identification when picking up their cheque. Cheques not picked up
by Friday 15th August 2008 will be mailed out to shareholders.
For Shareholder information, contact:
Belize Water Services Limited,
P.O. Box 150, Central American Boulevard,
Belize City, Belize
Tel: 222-4757 ext: 233 or 241
Fax: 222-4263
Email: shareholderinfo@bwsl.com.bz

BWS SHAREHOLDER CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
TITLE:_____________ (Mr., Mrs., Ms., Dr.)
NAME (S): ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
TEL. NO: ________________ EMAIL :_______________________
SHARE CERTIFICATE NO: _______ NUMBER OF SHARES:____________
SIGNATURE:_______________________________
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WASHINGTON, (AP) Friday,
July 18, 2:55 AM EDT
By LAURIE KELLMAN
Associated Press Writer
President Bush has been a
“total failure” in everything from
the economy to the war to energy
policy. House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said Thursday.
In an interview on CNN, the
California Democrat was asked to
respond to video of the president
criticizing the Democratic led
Congress for heading into the final 26
days of the legislative session
without having passed a single
government spending bill.
Pelosi shot back in unusually
personal terms. “You know, God
bless him, bless his heart,
president of the United States,
a total failure,losing all
credibility with the American
people on the economy, on the
war, on energy, you name the
subject,” Pelosi replied. She then
tsk-tsked Bush for “Challenging
Congress when we are trying to
sweep up after his mess over and
over and over again.”
White House spokeswoman
Dana Perino defended Bush. “What
the president said is a fact - this is
the longest a Congress has gone
in 20 years without passing a
single spending bill, so it’s clear
that the speaker is feeling some
frustration at their inability to do
so.”
Pelosi’s outburst was a departure.
Her usual practice in public has been
a call to Bush’s policies a failure - not
his presidency or him, personally.
Pelosi’s remarks are the latest
evidence of the Democrats’
thrown-caution-to-the-wind
approach to Bush in the waning
days of a presidency weighed down
by an unpopular war and soaring
gasoline prices.
Election Day, after all, is just over
4 months away; Bush’s successor
takes his seat on Jan. 20.
Pelosi’s counterpart in the Senate.,
Majority Leader Harry Reid, long
ago took off the rhetorical gloves. Last
month, he ridiculed Republicans who
sided with Bush on a Medicare bill.
“Who would be afraid of him?”
Reid, D-Nev., said as many senators
looked on. “He’s got a 29%
approval rating.”
The public’s view of Congress is
even worse. It’s approval rating has
hit a new low of just 18 percent, down
from 23 percent last month
according to a new AP-Ipsos poll.
Bush’s approval is at 28 percent
about even with the 29 percent rating
last month.
Only 16 percent of those surveyed
through the country was moving in the
right direction, a new low as well,
although statistically the same as last
month’s 17 percent.
Last week Reid and other
Democrats dropped any pretense of
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trying to fight the president on battles
they were likely to lose - even on the
most important part of their jobs,
which is passing spending bills that
keep the government running.
“Of
the 12 annual
appropriations bills, Congress
is likely to pass one or two and
send Bush a temporary spending
fix for the rest. That would
have to suffice until a new
president takes office,” Reid told
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President George W. Bush (L)
and House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (R)

reporters.
Privately, Democrats have said that
either candidate for president Democrat Barack Obama or
Republican John McCain - Would be
easier to make laws with than Bush.
But Reid made clear which he’s
prefer.
“I would hope that before we
would leave here this year that we
would do a continuing resolution
that would get us (through) until
after Senator Obama becomes
president,” he said.

VACANCY
Manager
Institute for Technical Vocational Education & Training (ITVET)
A Vacancy exists for the Manager at Institute for Technical Vocational Education & Training (ITVET) Stann
Creek.
Educational Requirements & Experience:
-

Masters Degree in Educational Leadership/ Business Administration or any related field.
A minimum of 3-5yrs experience in the Management and Administration of an Educational Institution
or Business.

Abilities and characteristics:
A strong Technical Vocational Education vision
Experience working with a diverse community of staff and trainees.
Ability to establish and maintain an effective administrative and institutional structure that encourages
cooperation and collaboration among all.
Familiar with the Philosophy of Competency Based Education (CBE)
Proven ability to communicate effectively.

Responsibilities / Duties:
-

Coordinate with Instructors and Employment Training and Educational Services(ETES) in planning,
directing, coordinating all operations of the ITVET.
Prepare annual budgets for ITVET
Manage the institution’s finances.
Establish and maintain strong relationships with business and industry.
Establish and maintain an effective inventory system for all materials, supplies and equipment.
Establish and promote high standards and expectations for all trainees and staff for good performance
Research and collect data regarding the needs of trainees, program offerings and any other
information related to the ITVET effectiveness and improvement.
Complete in a timely fashion, all records and reports as requested by ETES and Ministry of Education.
Any other duties assigned.

Salary:
- In accordance with government regulations

Deadline:
- The deadline for submission of application along with curriculum vitae and
two letters of reference is Thursday, July 24, 2008.

Send to:

The Director
Employment Training Education Services
Mahogany Street Extension
Belize City
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values inherited through the process
of education and socialisation, often
impacts their work. It is a difficult
and often financially unrewarding
profession.
Ladies and Gentlemen: I
understand the intricacies of your
profession, having trained and work
as a journalist in Antigua and Barbuda
during the 1980s and 1990s. From
the vineyards of Radio ZDK to the
Antigua Broadcasting Service as
News and Sports Reporter, News
Editor and Stringer for the then
Radio Antilles and the Caribbean
News Agency (CANA), I learned
the sense of responsibility, how
precious time and deadlines are and
the burden of unbiased reporting.
The training that I received from
the Caribbean Institute of Mass
Communications (CARIMAC), at the
University of the West Indies, Mona
Campus, Jamaica, to the lectures of
Professor Rex Nettleford, Carl
Stone and Trevor Monroe,
provided a keen sense of
“Caribbean Identity” from the
“Struggle and the Conquest”, in
an unending Caribbean story, which
profoundly impacted my sensibility,
of the importance of Caribbean
footprints of development.
Those footprints include the legacy

of CARIFTA, which had its genesis
here in Antigua, and the progression
through the Common Market to the
establishment of the CSME.
The progress towards the CSME
was one of the focuses of discussion
during the recently concluded
Twenty-Ninth Meeting of the
Conference of Heads of Government.
Our leaders are very much aware
of the challenges we face,
individually and collectively, and the
impact of these challenges based on
national resources and levels of
development. These challenges
include the Rising Cost of Living (food
and fuel increases), pressures on some
Member States’ social services as a
result of the Free Movement of Skills,
and the escalation of crime and
violence, and downturns in the global
economy.
It would be a mistake to believe that
the task of integration and crafting
strategies and mechanisms to respond
to the new challenges are solely the
responsibility of politicians or
Governments of CARICOM.
Everyone has a role to play and
Newspaper Editors moreso than
others, given their unique position and
influence both on the product of their
respective enterprises and their
impact on public opinion. It is
therefore not only what is written

and broadcast, but HOW it is
transmitted.
That is why I believe it is of the
utmost importance for the media to
be well-informed on issues relating to
our Region for that our people receive
fair, full and focussed stories on the
issues that are so important to their
development. In this way journalists
and Newspaper Editors can
contribute to the promotion of
regional integration and make
our people fully aware and
knowledgeable about the benefits of
the Single Market. I dare to suggest
that journalists and Newspaper
Editors can promote the integration
movement and the CSME through the
followingIf not already in existence, the
creation of a dedicated section in your
newspapers promoting the CSME
and its benefits, especially the rights
of citizens;
Utilizing more prominently the Arts
and Entertainment section of
newspapers to advance the CSME;
Interview key Government and
Private Sector representatives on the
economic successes of the CSME,
and
Make a conscious effort to explore
the functional cooperation and
sectoral issues which have improved
the lives of the people of our Region.

Apart from those, there is need for
a re-engagement of the Caribbean
public pertaining to the CSME. An
engagement which involves all strata
of society in order to tweak the
arrangements contained in the
Revised Treaty.
Furthermore, we are of the view
that when every there are signals
of difficulties, surrounding the
implementation of the provisions of
the Revised Treaty, the Organs of
CARICOM must demonstrate
flexibility. Accordingly, we wish to
express our appreciation to the
Council for Trade and Economic
Development (COTED) and the
Heads of Government for granting
Antigua and Barbuda’s request
relating to the Article 164 derogation
on the treatment of flour. Given the
unpredictability of the global
environment, it is expected that in
the future, countries will seek to
trigger derogations in order to cope
with the unpredictable changes
impacting their respective economies.
In closing, please accept my best
wishes for fruitful deliberations which
will lead to improved information
flows on the great things that are
happening in our Region. I hope that
notwithstanding all this hard work, you
will have some time to enjoy the
warmth and hospitality of the people
of Antigua and Barbuda.
Thank you.
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For RESERVATIONS
Please Call us at:
804-3052
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Headquarters in Belmopan.
Casanova was flung a considerable
distance from the point of impact and
is believed to have died on the spot
as he was pronounced dead on arrival
at the San Ignacio Town Hospital.
Court records revealed that
although this is the first time that PC
Cob is facing a manslaughter by
negligence charge; he has appeared
From Front Page

expressed surprise at knowing that all
this excitement and nature was
happening in their own beautiful
country. Many of them also left with
a better appreciation of Belize.
After two weeks in the lap of
nature they all returned to their
respective communities as winners.
On behalf of the grateful
participants, we take this opportunity
to thank the Government of Belize
and the dedicated members of the
BDF camp staff for dedicating their
time and expertise in making the
camp a memorable and educational
experience.
We trust that these annual camp will
continue into the future as our
children are certainly in need of
constructive, stimulating and positive
activities especially during the long
summer vacation.
We must therefore continue

in San Ignacio’s Magistrate Court, on
at least two previous occasions, on
traffic related charges one of which
was on December 19, 2005 when he
was charged with driving without due
care and attention as well as driving
with alcohol concentration above the
prescribed limit. He has thus far
managed to overcome all previous
charges.
PC Cob, who was slated to report

focusing on our children as they are
the future of Belize and on their
shoulders will rest the task of
building and maintaining a better
Belize.

for duty today, July 16, on transfer to
Patrol Branch at Eastern Division in
Belize City, has consequently been

placed on interdiction from active
duty pending the outcome of these
latest charges.

Notice is hereby given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the
Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2000, that MARVIN ESCALERA
is applying for a NIGHT CLUB
LIQUOR LICENSE for the
year 2008 to operate COCOPELE
located on Hudson Street,
San Ignacio Town, in the Cayo
District.

Notice is hereby given that under the
Intoxicating Liquor License
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that
ZHAOAN CHEN is applying for
a MALT & CIDER LIQUOR
LICENSE for the year 2008 to
operate WINNIE SUPER
MARKET located at the corner fof
Benque Road and 18th Street, San
Ignacio Town, in the Cayo District.
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