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street might be included, depending on 

funds available.  Initially it was planned to 

include Church Street from Centennial 

Park to George Price Blvd., but as Mr. 

Bradley and Mr. Garbutt analyzed the pro-

ject they said that with the necessity of 

drains and sidewalks along much of the 

length, it would be too costly to include 

the whole street at this time.  And it would 

be counter-productive to put chip seal on 

the street without upgrading the drains 

and sidewalks at the same time. 

    Upon examination, in many cases exist-

ing driveways and access walks encroach 

on the street and will have to be torn out 

and replaced.  Mr. Bradley said that when 

the Ministry of Works destroys access, 

they will replace, but by rights the land-

owner should assist in the cost.  The Town 

Council has jurisdiction over the streets 

in town, and if the encroachments did 

not have prior approval of the Town 

Council they might be in violation of 

Town Ordinances. 

    The cost of replacement can be incor-

porated into the overall cost of the pro-

ject, said Mr. Bradley, but that de-

creases the money available to do the 

road work. 

    Earlier, Mayor Ruiz met with repre-

sentatives from BTL, BWSL and BEL to 

see what work might need to be done 

before laying down new streets.     

    BWSL representative said they will 

need to upgrade the water lines, as 

some of them are old, and parts may 

even be the original water pipes. 

town employees  with the carnival opera-

tor for emergency power. 

    Mayor Ruiz has been in regular commu-

nication with BEL representatives to en-

sure the work is completed before Fiesta. 

    BEL will also be setting a new pole in 

Del Carmen Park to supply power to new 

lights as renovation nears completion. 

    BEL workmen are setting some new 

electric poles and a new transformer 

near Marshalleck Cancha in June, to try 

to avoid the power outages that have 

plagued the last couple of July Fiestas. 

    Last year the outage would have 

caused the Saturday night dance to be 

canceled if not for fast negotiating by 
 

    Mayor Nicholas Ruiz met with Minis-

try of Works Chief Engineer Lennox 

Bradley, District Technical supervisor 

Cecil Garbutt and Mr. Jacob Banman of 

Belize Roadway Construction to discuss 

improvements to Kennedy Street be-

tween Wyatt and Diaz Streets, and 

Wyatt and Diaz Streets from Kennedy to 

George Price Boulevard.   The work 

should be scheduled soon, they said. 

    Mayor Ruiz said the work is being 

funded by BZ$262,000 from the Gov-

ernment of Belize to help Benque with 

the long process of rehabilitating its 

streets.   None of this money is from the 

long-awaited World Bank funds, some 

now promised for  late this year.   

    The streets will receive hot mix, 

rather than the typical chip seal used on 

existing streets, according to Mr. Brad-

ley.  He said hot mix is a little more ex-

pensive, but normally lasts longer, has 

better skid resistance and is a smoother 

surface that holds surface marking paint 

better.   

    Some chip seal work on Church 
 

BEL Is Setting New Poles And Transformer 

Mayor Ruiz, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Garbutt 

and Mr. Banman measure Wyatt Street 

Parts of Wyatt, Kennedy And Diaz Scheduled For Upgrade 



    Though open since last December, 

Benque’s new library was officially inau-

gurated May 5, 2011 to the sounds of the 

Marimba and congratulatory speeches 

by those who worked hard for the new 

building. 

    A crowd of several hundred people 

spilled out from the under the tent 
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erected as some protection from the blis-

tering sun, listening to local musician 

Rofino Morales on the Marimba, along 

with two other men whose names we 

unfortunately did not record. 

    Alejandro Rios acted as MC to honored 

guests Hon. Erwin Contreras, Mayor 

Nicholas Ruiz and Ms. Brenda Arm-

strong, Chairperson of the National Li-

brary Board who all gave short speeches. 

    Retired Senior Library Assistant Shely 

Gonzales was presented an award for her 

35 years of dedicated service to the li-

brary, and she spoke briefly of her ten-

ure. 

    Deacon Calvin Cathers, whose con-

struction company modified the original 

plan and erected the structure addressed 

some of the issues surrounding the 

construction process. 

    For adventures a little bit off the radar of most travelers, 

it’s hard to beat the area around Benque Viejo Del Carmen.  

Che Chem Ha Cave is small relative to some of Belize’s more 

popular spots, but it is a delight to descend there into the 

underworld of Maya culture. 

    Guide William Pleitez leads you through the narrow twists 

and turns,  ever descending level by level down to the Ninth 

and final drop to a sacred ring of stones surrounding a rock 

slab, site of ceremonies dating back more than 2,000 years, 

he said. 

    Ladders of welded re-bar enable you to view intact pottery 

on ledges high above the path, and the pottery is incredible.  

Several of the urns still have lids, and some of the shards 

still  show colorful patterns. 

    Mr. Pleitez said he discovered the cave years ago when his 

dog chased a gibnut into a hole on a slope where he was 

hunting on his property.  

He had a little time, and 

really wanted some gibnut 

stew, so he threw a few 

rocks away from the hole, 

looked in and saw that it 

kept dropping down.  So 

he came back later, opened 

the hole a little further and 

discovered it to be a cave.    

   Contact Mr. Pleitez or 

Lea Pleitez at 660-4714 or 

670-4714 for more infor-

mation. 

Che Chem Ha, One of Many Wonders Close to Benque 

 

Benque’s Library Now Officially Open  

Retired Senior Library Assistant Shely 

Gonzalez Addresses Crowd, Dignitaries 

Top; Chiclero Editor Roger German 

and Tracy Hodson descend into Che 

Chem Ha. Right; A small portion of the 

pottery.  Directly Above; Ms. Hodson 

on ladder, Mr. William Pleitez below. 

Traffic Department Move 

    As noted in the last El Chiclero, the 

Benque Viejo Traffic Department has 

moved from its location on George Price 

Boulevard to new offices in the Town Hall 

Building.   

    Department Manger Carmencita Sosa 

said she is very pleased with the move, 

and it has given them more storage, room 

to meet with citizens,  and has increased 

their efficiency. 
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   Chapter 7: 

Notebook 

From Japan 
By Kota Murakami 

Manga(漫画) 

 Today I will introduce you to a 

part of my culture called “Manga,” 

which means comic or cartoon in Japa-

nese. Manga is a well known and recog-

nized new culture for the young genera-

tion world wide, even creating its own 

language. Most major bookstores in the 

US have a Manga section. 

 For the author’s generation, 

those in their twenties and thirties, 

Manga was part of our childhood.  

Many would say that they learned a lot, 

growing up with Manga.  Especially 

those now in their 30s (the author is 28 

years old now, born in 1982) who 

reached their adolescence when Manga 

sales peaked. The most popular Manga 

then was “Dragon Ball”, which ap-

peared in “Weekly Shonen Jump,” a 

magazine with serialized stories from 

many different authors.  Since “Weekly 

Shone Jump” is published on Monday, I 

could hardly wait for every Monday. 

I still remember that I could not sleep, 

imagining what was happening with 

“Namekian God Dragon ‘Shenro.”  I 

have never since been so impatient for 

Monday to come.  For good or bad, I 

was deeply absorbed in “Dragon Ball”.  

I was certainly not the only one, as 

“Weekly Shonen Jump” sold 6 million 

copies every week.  Second in popularity 

after “Dragon Ball” is “One Piece,” a 

Manga that has attained almost miracu-

lous popularity in recent years.  “Dragon 

Ball” was made into a movie and is  rec-

ognized internationally. “One Piece” is 

published in over 30 countries in transla-

tion, and 

sold 230 

m i l l i o n 

comic book 

copies in 

total. There 

are many 

other noted 

M a n g a ; 

“ S l a m 

D u n k ” , 

“YuYu Ha-

k u s h o ” , 

“Ghost In 

the Shell”, 

“Mobile Suit 

G u n d a m ” , 

“ N a r u t o ” , 

“ A k i r a ” , 

“Neon Gene-

sis Evangelion”, “Saint Seiya”, 

“Pokemon”, “Sailor Moon”, “Fist of the 

North Star”, “Captain Tsubasa”, “Astro 

Boy” and more. 

 What is the difference between 

Manga and a cartoon? Manga has a vari-

ety of genres;  action-adventure, ro-

mance, sports and games, historical 

drama, school campus stories, comedy, 

science fiction, fantasy, mystery, horror, 

sexuality, music, cooking, business, com-

merce, super heroines and more.  For 

sports fans, there is a baseball manga 

which is further divided into High School 

baseball and professional league 

baseball.   There are still other genres 

that would be difficult to classify in 

those categories.  The most important 

aspect of Manga is its visual compo-

nent.   Manga basically presents infor-

mation as pictures.  The pictures de-

scribe the movement of the story dy-

namically, and written sounds ex-

presses onomatopoeia. Those features 

are comprise Manga as a  visual art. To 

satisfy those elements, the drawings in  

Manga have to be esthetically pleasing 

and dynamic to meet the approval of 

the readers. For instance, a Manga 

writer might intentionally leave dra-

matic space in the frame to create a 

time interval for the story. In addition, 

the writer describes a character’s emo-

tion in several drawings or frames, and 

he/she represent the character’s senti-

ment and emotion deeply, giving the 

story depth. 

 Though Manga is seen by some 

as a subculture, it is cultural.  Some 

children read Manga to the exclusion of 

other more classical literature. Some 

see this as not good, but it may be nec-

essary to realize the good in Manga. 

And people who have never read Manga  

might discover this if they would take 

the time to read it.  Manga not only 

gives us various pleasures it also 

teaches many things and can be a  guide 

for your life hereafter. Appreciate 

Manga, Appreciate Life. 

 

    Little time remains to register for the  

Flor De La Feria Beauty Pageant for July 

Benque Fiesta, 2011, as the deadline is 

June 3rd. 

    The competition is open to those 

young ladies “Belizean by Birth, Ben-

queña by Heart, 18 + years old and 

qualified to enter any tertiary institution 

(Sixth Form). 

 

    Prizes include a Sixth Form Scholar-

ship and much more. 

    Register at the Benque Viejo Town 

Hall during work hours: 8:00 a.m. to 

12:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday. 

    For more information call 823-2020 

or contact Mr. Miguel Velasquez at 

666—649. 

Beauty Pageant Registration Closes June 3 
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EXPENDITURES 
      

January 2011 February 2011 March 2011 

PERSONAL EMOLUMENTS       

SALARIES  $   27,678.22   $       30,086.09   $       28,189.31  

MEMBERS ALLOWANCE  $      1,900.00   $         3,550.00   $         4,050.00  

SOCIAL SECURITY  $                  -     $                      -     $                      -    

WAGES  $      7,665.00   $       12,150.00   $       12,422.00  

TRAVEL  AND SUBSISTENCE       

TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE      $            550.00  

SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE  $         560.00   $            635.00   $         3,495.55  

OTHER TRAVEL EXPENSE  $           10.00   $               10.00    

FOREIGN TRAVELL    $            280.00   $         3,000.00  

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES       

OFFICE&COMPUTER SUPPLIES  $         919.25   $         1,538.35   $         1,613.41  

FOOD  $      1,033.90   $         1,046.72   $            501.65  

PURCHASE OF OTHER OFFICE EQUIP.    $         1,053.25   $            188.63  

UNIFORMS  $         140.00      

MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE      $            186.00  

PURCHASE OF MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORT    $            960.00   $            894.57  

OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES       

FUEL  $      8,692.50   $         6,272.20   $         7,888.13  

ADVERTISEMENT  $         350.00   $                      -     $            425.00  

MISCELLANEOUS  $         293.09   $            374.35   $            293.85  

BUILDING/CONSTRUCTION COST    $         4,452.29   $       12,654.59  

MAINTENANCE       

VEHICLE  $      2,588.97   $         5,110.51    

PARKS/GROUNDS/MARKETS  $         507.14   $            586.10   $         2,175.13  

STREETS/DRAINS AND CULVERTS  $   75,000.00   $         8,001.81   $         3,500.00  

MTCE. OF OTHER EQUIPMENT    $                      -     $            352.50  

MTCE. OF BUILDING  $         400.00   $            400.00   $         1,072.47  

STRAY DOGS ERADICATION    $            285.00   $            150.00  

MTCE. OF COMPUTER(HARDWARE)    $            300.00    

MTCE. OF COMPUTER(SOFTWARE)    $                      -      

PURCHASE OF VEHICLE PARTS  $         361.00   $         1,542.55   $               12.60  

UTILITIES       

WATER  $         111.45   $            364.35   $               73.49  

ELECTRICITY  $         162.37   $            276.00   $            125.01  

TELEPHONE  $         989.72   $         2,361.54   $         1,201.40  

CONTRACT\CONSULTANCY       

AUDIT FEES    $         2,650.00    

GRANTS       

MAYOR'S ASSOCIATION    $            200.00   $         1,350.00  

INDIVIDUALS  $      2,594.68   $         1,781.00   $         1,499.00  

CELEBRATION/FESTIVITIES  $         419.79   $                      -      

GRAND TOTAL  $ 132,377.08   $       86,267.11   $       87,864.29  

Benque Viejo Town Council First Quarter Financials 

Unaudited Expenditures Unaudited 
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    Benque Viejo City Administrator 

Melly Coyoc has released the First 

Quarter financial information for the 

Town Council.  The figures released 

have been sent to the Ministry of Local 

Governance as required by law and will 

be audited.  But as Mayor Ruiz has 

promised transparency, he requested 

that these unaudited figures be pub-

lished in El Chiclero. 

    Some of the numbers that might 

stand out in this quarter are the travel 

allowances that covered the Mayor’s 

meetings in London to discuss trade 

and tourism with mayors from all over 

the world, the building and construc-

tion costs for February and March that 

include relocation of the Traffic De-

partment to the Town Hall, work on 

the drain by Howard Smith School  

and purchase of crushed rock for 

streets in the south part of town. 

    If you have questions or comments 

you can contact your city staff at 823-

2020, or come into the City Offices on 

George and Park Streets. 

Revenues 
     

January 2011 February 2011 March 2011 

TAXATION       

Property Tax  BZ$    5,129.29   BZ$  4,008.04   BZ$  13,092.43  

Trade Fees  BZ$  14,151.78   BZ$ 12,947.30   BZ$    2,735.50  

Liquor License  BZ$  25,512.50   BZ$  9,150.00   BZ$        525.00  

Garbage Fee  BZ$    1,084.00   BZ$     681.00   BZ$        666.00  

Traffic  BZ$  18,175.00   BZ$ 20,344.75   BZ$  20,478.50  

Local Building Authority  BZ$    1,142.00   BZ$            -     BZ$                 -    

FEES       

Market Fees  BZ$              -     BZ$            -     BZ$            -    

Cemetery  BZ$       100.00   BZ$            -     BZ$       63.40  

Billboards and Banners  BZ$              -     BZ$            -     BZ$            -    

OTHERS       

Miscellaneous  BZ$         21.00   BZ$     105.55   BZ$  12,861.56  

Patriotic Celebrations  BZ$              -     BZ$            -     BZ$                 -    

Municipal Fund Raising  BZ$  75,500.00   BZ$            -     BZ$  17,760.91  

Loan  BZ$       775.00   BZ$     540.00   BZ$        685.00  

SUBVENTION       

Subvention  BZ$              -     BZ$ 22,822.00   BZ$ 22,822.00  

GOB Grant  BZ$              -     BZ$ 13,475.00   BZ$  7,000.00  

Total  BZ$  141,590.57   BZ$  84,073.64   BZ$  98,690.30  

Benque Viejo Town Council First Quarter Financials 

Unaudited —Revenue —Unaudited 

CALL FOR CAYO LOCAL ARTISTS 

To participate in Cayo West Art Collection Exhibit 2011  

LOCAL CALL FOR ENTRIES  

Deadline for submission: July 1st, 2011               Deadline for acceptance: June 4th, 2011 

Exhibit Dates:  Sunday July 3rd, 2011 

Title:  ‘Cayo West Art Collection’ Art Exhibit 2011 

Host:  Benque HOC, NICH 

Email: Benquehoc@yahoo.com,                                  
 benquehoc@nichbelize.org  
 www.nichbelize.org  

face book:   Benque hoc  

Phone:  823-2697 or 610-1084  

Open to all artists 

All forms of art including but not limited to 
painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, 

graphics and ceramics are accepted. 

On sale arrangements can be facilitated, at 
the end of exhibition. 

 

mailto:Benquehoc@yahoo.com
mailto:benquehoc@nichbelize.org
http://www.nichbelize.org
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Cubola; emailing ad 

 

                  La Gracia De Dios 
 Baked Goods, 

Fresh Daily             

in Benque Viejo! 

CORNER OF ST. JOSEPH ST. AND DIAS ST. 

Sweet breads, baguettes, 

cilindrin, cheese buns, 

ham & cheese rolls, cinna-

mon rolls, muffins, bread 

pudding, and more!       

10:00—12:30 p.m. & 

2:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Mon—Sat 

Police Report 
    Constable Guy of the 

Benque Viejo Police Sub-

Formation said that  for 

April there were reported 

4 Common Assaults, 3 

Aggravated Assaults,  4 instances of 

Wounding, 3 Robberies and one each for 

Damage to Property, Indecent Assault, 

Grievous Harm and Thievery, for a total of 

17 reports, compared with 25 reports for 

March.      There were also 5 drug arrests, 

with 15.5 grams of Cannabis confiscated. 

    He said the robberies are still under in-

vestigation, but in the other cases persons 

have been arrested and are pending trial. 

Dance Competition: 

Sueños en la Pista 
    Euphoria Dance Company presents: 

Sueños en la Pista -- June 4th, 7pm at the 

Cancha. Six dance pairs will each represent 

a local community group and compete in a 

series of dance competitions, with the ulti-

mate prize being a cash award to the com-

munity group whose dancing pair wins.  

    Tickets are $1 for kids and $2 for adults 

and can be purchased at the House of Cul-

ture, from Yoli's Snack Shop or from any 

Euphoria dance member.  

    Euphoria Dance Company Director  

Oscar Nabet said of the competition: 

"6 dance pairs, 6 community 

groups, 5 eliminations and 

only 1 will emerge victorious 

after 26 dances"  
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iCafe; use last 

month’s ad or 

Hiram will 

email a new 

one Monday 

 

 

 

Find in your local grocery store: 

Great Quality at a Cheap Price 

Delicious Instant Soup in only 3 mins  

GUITAR LESSONS:  $10/Hour.  All skill levels wel-

come.  Learn:  How to tune your guitar, pentatonic scales, 

notes, chords, how to read/write Taberlature, Rock 'n' Roll, 

Blues, and how to solo.  Acoustic/Electric.  Lessons given at 

Benque Resort and Spa located in Benque.  call 823-2323 or 

632-0688. email: DanielJBollinger@yahoo.com  

    Succotz R.C. School will Host the 14 

and under Cayo West Zone double elimi-

nation tournament June 2, 8:30 a.m. , 

according to National Sports Council 

Cayo West Sports Coordinator Wilson 

Pat.   

    Teams from Victorious Nazarene, Suc-

cotz R.C., Mt. Carmel Primary, Arenal, 

Calla Creek and Howard Smith will vie 

for the right to represent Cayo West Dis-

trict at the National finals later in June at MCC Football Field 

in Belize City. 

     Most of the schools will be fielding both a girls team and a 

boys team. 

    Mr. Pat, also coach for the Succotz team, said the teams 

from Succotz are primed to bring home a trophy again, since 

they won the National Softball trophy in late May, and the Na-

tional Volleyball trophy before Easter. 

District Football Tournament In Succotz 

    The Hon. Erwin 

Contreras will be 

sponsoring 17 teams 

for the Copa Cayo 

Oest Football tourna-

ment, games weekly, 

culminating in the 

playoffs prior to Ben-

que Fiesta in July.  

Pictured is Councilor 

Miguel Velasquez 

handing over the jer-

seys to a Flamego 

Football Club repre-

sentative. 

Copa Cayo Oest Football Clubs Formed 

Present at ground 

breaking for Heritage 

Bank on April 28, 

20011: CEO Steve 

Duncan, Hon. Erwin 

Contreras, Mr. Rich-

ard Sutton and 

Mayor Nicholas Ruiz  

mailto:DanielJBollinger@yahoo.com
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BRC 

    The boundaries of Benque Viejo 

Del Carmen Town will finally reflect 

the reality of its size as of May, when 

the Cabinet of the Gov’t of Belize 

expanded those boundaries. 

    Mayor Nicholas Ruiz and City Ad-

ministrator Melly Coyoc met May 

31st with Local Governance Officer 

Celso Carcamo, Gina Young, a Physi-

cal Planner with the Lands and Sur-

veys Department of the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Envi-

ronment, and Genaro Barrera, Assistant Planner, to review the map 

and visit some of the new areas now encompassed by Benque Viejo.   

    These areas include Rosado Subdivision, Moh Extension, Hynes 

Extension, Oscar Perez Subdivision, Ruiz Subdivision, Manuel 

Ochaeta Subdivision, Alpires Subdivision and Southeast Subdivision, 

all now officially part of Benque Viejo. 

    Mayor Ruiz had requested that the new Free Zone be included in the 

town, as the Free Zone abuts Benque on the south and west, and as it 

will draw on Town resources.  It will further impact the town by the 

types of businesses allowed in, the type and quality of the construc-

tion.  The Cabinet, however, did not approve the Free Zone for inclu-

sion in Benque Viejo boundaries. 

 

Benque’s Oscar Nabet Is National Poster Youth Benque Viejo Boundaries Extended 

Mr. Carcamo,  Ms. Young, 

Mayor Ruiz, Mr. Barrera 
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    Cayo West Women’s Group backyard gardening project re-

ceived a boost from Sazani Associates in May, according to the 

group’s chairman, AnaMelita Castellanos.  Sazani provided the 

funds to purchase 8 sets of tools that each included a shovel, 

pickax, machete and trowel. 

    The women have been learning about gardening, compost-

ing and working as a team in a series of Saturday meetings and 

a trip to Central Farms to observe composting and gardening 

techniques.  They are also learning other uses for the produce, 

like making hot pepper from papaya and pineapple. 

    All of this comes under the umbrella of the Rural Livelihood 

and Food Security Project, according to the Director of Sazani 

Associates.  She said the idea is for people in a community to 

be self-sufficient in the food they eat, that they have control 

over the food, the means to produce it.  Women often don’t get 

the agricultural assistance that men get, and often don’t own 

their own land, she said.  

    Ms. Michelle Longsworth, a consultant working for Sazani 

said they started with groups in San Ignacio, Belmopan and 

Benque.  “Benque came up with a project they wanted to do, 

backyard gardens and agri-processing,”  she said.  “We’re 

really happy with this group because they started on their 

own.” 

    She said the women will learn more about agri-processing 

through the Ministry of Agriculture in Central Farms, and the 

women are “thinking of doing organic gardening, and if they 

have excess they can market to the local resorts.” 

 Women’s Group Receives Tools From Sazani Associates 

Cayo West Women’s Group display new gardening tools 

For Sale:  AMERICAN PANTIES/BRAS/MAKEUP: Victoria 

Secrets, HBally, Angelina.  Highest quality in all of Belize, 

90% Cotton/10% spandex, sexy lace trim, lots of styles.  Avail-

able at Benque Resort & Spa in Gift shop.  call 823-2323 or 



Cor. George Street/ Park Lane 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo, Belize C.A. 

Phone: (501) 823 2020 

Fax: (501) 823 2020 

B E N Q U E  V I E J O  

T O W N  C O U N C I L  

A c t i v i t i e s  &  E v e n t s  

Moving Forward Through Good Governance 

June 2 Cayo West Zone Football    

  Succotz 8:30 a.m. (story pg. 7) 

June 3            Deadline for Flor  De La Feria

  Beauty Pageant                    

June 4 Euphoria Dance Competition 

  (story pg.6) 

June 4 Acceptance Deadline, Cayo 

  West Art Collection Exhibit 

  2011 (Information pg. 5) 

June 19 Golden Evening, HOC 2:00 at 

  Centennial Park, traditional 

  games, dance, marimba 

June 29 Kota leaves for trip to Japan 

 

If you have an event you would like listed on the next 

calendar, please call BVTC office at 823-2020 by the 

third week of this month.  Thank you! 

O.S.G.B. 

El Chiclero Now Online at 
www.belizenews.com 
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SU MO TU WE TH FR SA
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Frangipani  flower fallen from a tree near Che Chem Ha 


