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    It was from the banks of the Mopan 

River that Benque Viejo first got its name 

and first developed an economy as dye 

wood and then mahogany logs were 

rolled into the water and floated down to 

Belize City, bound for England. 

    Now the Old Bank town will have a new 

bank, Heritage Bank Limited, to 

strengthen the local economy, according 

to Mayor Nichols Ruiz. 

    “This is personally gratifying,” he said, 

and something he has been working at 

since he first took office.  “Here is a bank 

visionary enough to look at Benque and 

say “this town needs a bank.‟”  Heritage 

CEO Steve Duncan first visited Benque to 

look at possible building sites in Septem-

ber of 2010, and after several more visits 

including one with Heritage Bank major-

ity shareholder Mr. Richard Sutton and 

his wife, they purchased the property on 

Churchill Street and Victoria Street. 

    Mayor Ruiz said that “now all the 

other pieces can fall into place.  You get 

your check as a teacher now, no more 

need to run to Cayo.  Some people got 

so negative saying (Benque) is not going 

to change.”  He said the bank will allow 

more money to stay in town, money that 

will circulate locally, money that can 

give more local job opportunities. 

    “This is the marker, the embodiment 

of the new face that Benque is putting 

forth,” he said. 

    Heritage Director of Administration 

Mrs. Cris Bradley said Heritage Bank 

was formed by the merger of Alliance 

Bank and Provident Bank in 2008, with 

the name officially changing to Heritage 

Bank Limited in 2010.  She said the aim 

of Heritage Bank is to “help Belizean 

businesses and people.”  The bank will 

hire four employees to start with, she 

said, and she hopes they will be Ben-

queños.  “We have a whole folder of ap-

plications,” she said. 

    CEO Duncan said that after they fi-

nalize the contract with the builder, it 

should take about 6 months of construc-

tion to complete the structure.  El 

Chiclero went to press the day of the 

groundbreaking, but it was planned to 

include a welcome from Mayor Ruiz, an 

address from a representative of the 

bank, a keynote address by Hon. Erwin 

Contreras and a vote of thanks from 

Councilor Constance Hyde. 

Heritage Bank Breaks Ground in Benque 

Front Elevation From the Architectural Plans for Heritage Bank in Benque Viejo  

 



By Jimmy Leslie, Benque Youth Officer 

    Today, our youth face many chal-

lenges in many aspects of life. They are 

resorting to means that have them living 

on the edge of self destruction and sev-

eral have ended their lives. 

    The suicidal issues that have been 

stalking the community of Benque Viejo 

have prompted the Benque Viejo Town 

Council through the patronage of Hon. 

Erwin Contreras to procure a visit of 

counselors from the Community Coun-

seling Center in Belize City to all the 

schools in Cayo West. 

    On Friday, April 15, 2011 Town Coun-

cilor Mrs. Ana Melita Castellanos and I  

visited all the schools in Benque Viejo, 

San Jose Succotz, Calla Creek and Are-

    Ms. Virginia Vasquez, the new Manager 

at Mt. Carmel Credit Union, said it is no 

secret that the Credit Union is experienc-

ing some difficulties.  “Perhaps at this 

time they are meeting their greatest chal-

lenge,” she said.  “But they have been 

doing something correct to keep this 

Credit Union open for 52 years…all those 

years it has been playing a valuable role 

in Benque.  That says a lot about the 

membership, their tenacity and loyalty.” 

    She said Mt. Carmel has a good chance 

of recovery because it has its own assets, 

rental income from the Post Office, in-

come from servicing BEL clients.  At pre-

sent the credit union is operating under 

the administration of the Belize Credit 

Union League, with a manager and an 

advisory committee rather than a board 

of directors, she said, because it is not a 

“Qualifying Credit Union,” owing to the 

cash flow situation.  But Mt. Carmel is 

not alone in that.  “There are a couple 

more,” she said.  She is here to help turn 

things around. 

    The problems originated from the em-

bezzlement of close to a million dollars in 

2002 or 2003, and part of that money 

was for a loan that is still accruing inter-

est,  Ms. Vasquez said.  “What is very 

clear is that somewhere along the line a 

breakdown of the supervisory process 

occurred,” she said.  “What caused it, we 

don‟t know.  The significance of the whole 

experience is that it requires synchroniza-

tion of the members, management and 

the government to move forward.” 

    She said management is giving great 

attention to the loan portfolio, to improv-

ing cash flow by adding other revenue, 

perhaps by incorporating a Social Secu-

rity office or Moneygrams.  “Then mem-

bers‟ money can be used for members‟ 

services,” instead of operating expenses, 

she said.  She said they also want to look 

at other services, like student loans and 

cash transfers for social welfare citizens, 

but that will be down the road. 

    “One of the most critical components to 

the Credit Union‟s recovery is govern-

ment intervention,” she said.  Man-
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nal, extending an invitation to the princi-

pals to welcome the counselors from the 

Community Counseling Center into their 

respective schools. 

    All the principals received the invita-

tion with enthusiasm and said they look 

forward to the visit of the counselors into 

their schools, expected in the first and 

second weeks of May. 

    With this visit we hope not only to 

educate the youth, but to instill a sense 

of appreciation for life, its many oppor-

tunities, and values. 

     A counselor workshop is expected to 

take place on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at 

Mount Carmel High School from 8:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Ms. Jenny Lovell is 

scheduled to facilitate. 

Board…they were nominated and 

elected by those present.”  The three are 

Mr. Hugo Miranda, Mr. Rudolfo Bol 

and Ms. Elizabeth Rosado. 

    Ms. Corine Fuller, ED of the Belize 

Credit Union League, addressed those 

gathered and said the League was help-

ing strengthen Mt. Carmel Credit Union 

by training of staff, introduction of 

Quick Books to enforce accountability, 

hiring a collection agent to recoup sums 

from loans, receiving assistance from 

St. Martins Credit Union and working 

with the Advisory Committee to guide 

the recovery process. 

    Ms. Vasquez said she had hoped for a 

better turnout for the meeting, but was 

glad for those who came, out of the 

1,900 members still on the books.  Mt. 

Carmel Credit Union is holding raffles 

and other events to encourage members 

to come in, she said.  One raffle offers a 

ticket for a basket of products for every 

$20 deposited; another targets junior 

members and offers a raffle ticket for 

every grade on their report card of 80% 

or 90%.  And for Mother‟s Day, any 

member mom who visits on May 10 will 

receive a “little surprise,” Ms. Vasquez 

said. 

Counselors to Visit Benque Area Schools 

agement has tendered a letter to the 

Minister for help with the loan that was 

compromised by the embezzlement.  

Another component is to make sure the 

spirit of the membership is up to keep 

the Credit Union alive, “Where there is 

life, there is hope,” she said. 

    Mt. Carmel Credit Union held an 

open meeting for the membership April 

2 at Mount Carmel Primary School.  In 

attendance besides members and Credit 

Union staff were Mr. Ronald Hulse, 

Saint Martin‟s Credit Union, Ms. Corine 

Fuller, Executive Director Belize Credit 

Union League and Ms. Sharett Bradley, 

Central Bank of Belize. 

    Ms. Vasquez said many of the mem-

bers are upset.  “One member walked 

out at the beginning,” she said.  “He just 

wanted his money.  There is a certain 

lack of confidence, but there is still a lot 

of faith in the Credit Union recovering.  

I did not stop (the members) from ven-

tilating their hostility,” she said.  “Then 

we could settle in for a more peaceful 

talk.” 

    “We informed them as to our posi-

tion,” she said.  “The important thing is 

that the members showed faith, and 

three accepted to serve on the Advisory 

New Credit Union Manager Working to Rebuild Trust 

  



      

 

 

    The Benque Viejo Traf-

fic Department will move 

from its George Price Blvd 

location to a new office on 

the main floor of the Town 

Hall Building as of May 9.   

E l  C h i c l e r o  P a g e  3  May 1, 2011 

El Chiclero 
Published Monthly  

George and Park Streets, Town Hall 
 Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo District, Belize 
823-2020 

  
El Chiclero strives to uphold the best of 
journalistic standards, and is behold-
ing to no political party, reporting the 
news as accurately and objectively as 
possible.   The printing costs are paid 
from revenue generated by ad sales, 
and we thank our advertisers for their 
support. 
  

Editor: Roger German 
german.roger@gmail.com 

Comments and suggestions 
Always welcome. 

   Chapter 6: 

Notebook 

From Japan 
By Kota Murakami 

 Public Notice 

CORRECTIONS  

   The fact that San Ignacio was spelled 

San Ignatio, not once, but twice, on the 

front page of the April El Chiclero has 

caused an untold amount of anguish in 

the cavernous editorial offices of El 

Chiclero, and the fault must be laid di-

rectly at the feet of the gringo editor 

himself.  Mea Culpa. 

    On pg 2 of the April issue in the Com-

munity Meeting story, Mr. and Mrs. 

Santiago Mendoza, owners of Benque 

Viejo Cable Vision were incorrectly iden-

tified as Mendez.  We apologize for this 

error.   

Kimono“着物” 

    The Kimono is the traditional clothing 

of Japan, but the definition is very wide.  

I will introduce a general history and 

style of Kimono, and then explain the 

relationship between the contemporary 

Kimono and the Japanese. 

    Few Japanese now wear the Kimono 

daily. The younger generation normally 

wears western clothes like jeans, shirts, 

skirts, T-shirts, and jackets.  But there 

are occasions when they wear the tradi-

tional Kimono.  There is a celebration in 

January called “Coming of Age Day” (成

人式).  Each community invites the 

generation who will be turning 20 to a 

ceremony. Many women take part in the 

ceremony in order to wear a gorgeous 

Kimono, which many make themselves.  

This celebration ceremony is a great 

event for the Japanese, and young peo-

ple who leave their home towns to study 

or work in large cities like Tokyo, come 

back to their local towns to meet old 

school friends in the second week of 

January. The author could not attend his 

20th  ceremony because of influenza and 

a 40 degree C (104 degree F) high fever.                     

These days Kimonos have become very 

expensive; $1,000 to $2,000, sometimes 

reaching $10,000.  Because of that, many 

people rent Kimonos for the ceremony.  

But it is a Japanese custom that parents 

buy their daughters a good quality Ki-

mono.  Most men wear suits to the cere-

mony. In the country, where people re-

spect and value convention and tradition, 

you would see more men wear Kimonos to 

the ceremony. 

    Another event where kimonos are often 

worn is called 753 (七五三) which cele-

brates the  3rd, 5th and 7th birthday. Many 

people experienced wearing Kimono when 

they were children at  753.  New Year cele-

bration (お正月) is very important for the  

Japanese, and another occasion for wear-

ing Kimonos. It is like Christmas season in 

Belize. In the New Year celebration it is a 

convention that Japanese pay hom-

age at a shrine. Women go to the shrine 

with beautiful Kimonos. People invite 

relatives and close friends into their 

homes. That is the most pleasant and 

richest period within the year. People get 

together to celebrate the New Year, 

drink Sake (酒: El Chiclero March), and 

enjoy a feast.  Wearing a Kimono at this 

festive time of year is very good thing. 

Japanese also wear Kimonos at wed-

dings and other celebrations. 

    Kimonos came from China during the 

Wu period.  You would see similarities 

between Chinese and Japanese clothes 

from that time.  In the Heian era (794 – 

1192 A.D.) the Japanese Kimono estab-

lished its own style, evolving into the 

present sophisticated look. 

    What is a Kimono? It is a long one-

piece robe to the ankle, wrapped around 

the body with a sash called Obi (帯). It 

has long and wider-than-arms sleeves, 

which is a distinctive feature.  A Kimono 

is tied up with a sash rather than using 

buttons, like western clothes, and it is 

not open necked, nor is the fabric elastic. 

    Sumo Rikishi (El Chiclero Febuary) 

and Shinto priests at Shrines routinely 

wear Kimonos.  Sumo Rikishi must wear 

the Kimono or the Yukata which is a 

kind of Kimono all day and every day 

until they retired. Recently a Rikish from 

Europe was founded  in Osaka down-

town with jersey cloth and issued a stern 

warning by the Sumo association.  
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Easter For Reflection… 
Top photo:  Jesus 

Crucified.  Right: 

Meeting of the two 

Tueday processions.  

Right and below: The 

Anda carried by 40 

Hermandades leav-

ing Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel Church.  Bot-

tom Right: Michael 

Kietzman, 4th Form 

student at Mt. Car-

mel H.S. portrays 

Jesus, 

 Far Left Top:  View down Baron Bliss 

St.  Bottom Far Left: Alfombra in front 

of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church.   

Left Top: Working at entrance to Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel Church.  Bottom 

Left: Detail work on sawdust design.  
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...Easter For Recreation 
Left: Zone 2 Captain 

Norma Guerra gets 

ready to give the go 

sign to Easter egg hunt-

ers.  Right and Below:  

Racing for eggs. 

    Benqueños from Waukegan, Illinois 

in the USA again provided an Easter 

egg hunt for the kids in Centennial 

Park this year.   

    Ms. Norma Guerra said the tradi-

tion started when Sonya Kuylen-

Castellanos‟ niece Lisa from Wauke-

gan came to Benque with two friends 

last year, and as part of a community 

service credit for High School.  They brought all the 

supplies and organized an Easter egg hunt. 

    Sonya Kuylen-Castellanos said her sister Leticia 

(Lisa‟s mother)  has always liked to donate things 

and this year sent more than 4,500 plastic eggs and 

the candy to put inside them. 

    The generosity of the Waukegan Belizeans doesn‟t 

stop with Easter, according to Ms. Norma Guerra.  

“They provide scholarships for 9 High School stu-

dents here, and provide the food to feed 9 elderly 

citizens too,” she said.   

    As Zone 2 Captain, Ms. Guerra had a booth at the 

park selling soft drinks and cupcakes, with the 

money raised going into the food/scholarship fund. 

Zone 4 „Bash‟ Draws Crowd 
    Zone 4 Captain Sam Bruce esti-

mated that about 800 people en-

joyed the fun at an Easter Bash on 

his property south of Phillip Gold-

son Street off the Arenal Road. 

    DJ‟s entertained the crowd as a 

volleyball game and a  junior sized 

football match were in progress.   

    Amilcar Barnet from Revolution 

Fitness in Cayo organized races for 

the children, with groups of 8 vy-

ing for prizes. 

    The festivities ran from 2:00 

p.m. till 7:15 p.m. , according to a 

press release, and 85 assorted 

prizes were handed out for the win-

ners of the dance contests, raffles,  

musical chairs, football, volleyball, 

track and field contests, with a 

grand prize being an Oster blender. 

    Community Police Officer Joshua 

McKoy also addressed the crowd, 

and anti-crime booklets and calen-

dars were handed out, courtesy of 

Mr. Sam Bruce.   

    The event was privately sponsored 

with many local business contribut-

ing, and no government funds used. 
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Cubola; use same ad 

as April, increase the 

contrast please 

 

Police Report 
    Benque Police Sub Forma-

tion Cpl Jaime Gonzales said 

the police filed 25 reports in 

the month of February. 

    Cpl Gonzales, who is in charge of the 

Crimes and Investigations Branch, said the 

reports included commons assaults, aggra-

vated damage to property, one robbery and 

one burglary. 

    In the robbery, Cpl Gonzales said three 

men from Belize City were arrested and 

charged, and 95% of the property recovered 

along with a 9mm pistol and one round of 

ammunition.  He said the burglary was an 

open and closed case. 

    Benqueños are advised to be alert for 

strangers especially in this season, as the 

river is very low, he said.  Additionally, he 

advised parents to be alert about the activ-

ity of their children and to make themselves 

aware of signs of their children becoming 

involved in EMO,  for example if their mode 

of dressing becomes out of the ordinary.   

    For more information on EMO and signs 

that a child might be involved, contact 

Community Policing Officer Joshua McKoy. 

    The Benque Viejo Traffic 

Department will move 

from its George Price Blvd 

location to a new office on 

the main floor of the Town 

Hall Building as of May 9.   

 Public Notice 

                  La Gracia De Dios 
 Baked Goods, 

Fresh Daily             

in Benque Viejo! 

CORNER OF ST. JOSEPH ST. AND DIAS ST. 

Sweet breads, baguettes, 

cilindrin, cheese buns, 

ham & cheese rolls, cinna-

mon rolls, muffins, bread 

pudding, and more!       

10:00—12:30 p.m. & 

2:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Mon—Sat 
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Find in your local grocery store: 

Great Quality at a Cheap Price 

Delicious Instant Soup in only 3 mins  

    Benque publisher Montserrat Casademunt of Cubola Pro-

ductions presented “A Rainbow of Colours: A Guide to the 

Flowers of Belize” by Irene Keesmaat on April 20 at the San 

Ignacio Library.   Ms. Keesmaat, originally from Holland said 

she “...grew up surrounded by color, by tulips.”  As she trav-

eled Belize she would ask about the flowers and seldom found 

good information on the palette of colors native to Belize.  So 

she decided to write her own book.  The book is in beautiful 

full color,  she said, and unlike a computer, will never crash. 

Author Irene Keesmaat addresses crowd at Cayo Library 

Belize Flower Book Published 
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BRC 
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Games scheduled for Fri. April 15 were rescheduled for Wed, April  27 

All the latest game updates can be heard 

on the sports news segment on Love FM 

and Love TV, Monday through Friday. 

By Jimmy Leslie     

    The David Reynolds Invitation 2nd 

Annual Basketball tourney commenced 

on April 1, 2011 at 

Deacon‟s basketball 

court.  The table shows 

the  scores of the 

games played since the 

tourney started, and 

the lineup of the 

games to be played. 

    If round two of the 

tourney was to start as 

this report was written 

(April 27), the teams 

advancing into the 

second round would 

be Benque Warriors, 

Succotz,  “La Plebe”,  

Benque Stars, and 

Customs.  

    By the end of the 

first round all teams will have faced each 

other twice.   Struggling within the tour-

ney is Mount Carmel High School right 

behind Benque Stars, who leads MCHS 

by only one game. 

Score Score Score Score

Friday 1-Apr MCHS 36 Vs. Succotz 46 Customs 32 Vs. Benque Stars 26

Saturday 2-Apr La Plebe 58 Vs. Benque Warriors 61 MCHS 38 Vs. Benque Stars 40

Friday 8-Apr Benque Warriors 37 Vs. Succotz 39 Customs 35 Vs. La Plebe 61

Saturday 9-Apr Benque Warriors 71 Vs. Benque Stars 24 Succotz 61 Vs. La Plebe 52

Friday 15-Apr MCHS Vs. Customs Benque Stars Vs. Succotz

Saturday 16-Apr La Plebe 59 Vs. Benque Stars 50 Benque Warriors 52 Vs. MCHS 29

Friday 29-Apr La Plebe Vs. Benque Warriors Succotz Vs. Customs

Saturday 30-Apr La Plebe Vs. MCHS Customs Vs. Benque Warriors

Friday 6-May MCHS Vs. Succotz Benque Stars Vs. Customs

Saturday 7-May Customs Vs. La Plebe Benque Warriors Vs. Succotz

Friday 13-May MCHS Vs. Benque Stars Benque Warriors Vs. Customs

Saturday 14-May MCHS Vs. Customs Succotz Vs. La Plebe

Friday 20-May Benque Warriors Vs. MCHS Benque Stars Vs. La Plebe

Saturday 21-May Benque Stars Vs. Succotz La Plebe Vs. MCHS

Friday 27-May Succotz Vs. Customs Benque Stars Vs. Benque Warriors

Game 1 - 7:00 p.m. Game 2 - 8:30 p.m.

ROUND 1

Easter Break

DateDay

Current Standings for the David Reynolds Tournament 



Cor. George Street/ Park Lane 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo, Belize C.A. 

Phone: (501) 823 2020 

Fax: (501) 823 2020 

B E N Q U E  V I E J O  

T O W N  C O U N C I L  

A c t i v i t i e s  &  E v e n t s  

Moving Forward Through Good Governance 

May 5  Official Opening of the Benque 

  Library, 10:00 a.m. 

May 7  Mother’s Day Dance, 9 p.m.—

  3 a.m., Marshalleck Cancha 

  Marimba “Niña Petenera” 

May 10 Counselor Workshop, Mount 

  Carmel High School 

May 28 Euphoria Dance 

If you have an event you would like listed on the next 

calendar, please call BVTC office at 823-2020 by the 

third week of this month.  Thank you! 

O.S.G.B. 

May 2011 

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Morning Dew on a Spider’s Web 


