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  He said project approval should come in 

March, and Tender Documents mailed 

out, returned and approved so that con-

tracts can be let in September, with a pro-

posed start of construction in October. 

    Mayor Ruiz said, “I have a problem 

with the start date in October.  Last year 

we had a meeting with the mayors and it 

seemed we had a start date of June.  It 

was changed from December of 2010 to 

June of 2011.  I have a hard time going to 

my people and telling them it’s October.” 

    An article in the July issue of El 

Chiclero noted that SIF Director Daniel 

Cano said the process for accessing the 

initial $800,000 “is still on track for this 

year (2010).”  In the same article, Mr. 

Guang Z Cheng, Sector Manager for the 

World Bank Sustainable Development 

Department “said that when the loan is 

approved, before funds are actually let, 

“some of the procurements can begin,” in 

particular, hiring contractors.” 

    As late as November of 2010 at a meet-

ing of the Mayors of the seven towns in-

volved with the project, all seven Mayors 

were under the impression that the funds 

would be disbursed in December of 2010, 

    There is a children’s movie called “The 

Never Ending Story,” from a book by the 

same name.  It is possible that it was writ-

ten by government officials of a small 

country attempting to obtain infrastruc-

ture funding from the World Bank. 

    February 14th, Mayor Nicholas Ruiz, 

Councilors Ana Melita Costellanos, Mi-

chael Velasquez, Constance Hyde, Marcos 

Kotch, Town Administrator Melly Cayoc, 

JICA Volunteer Kota Mirakami and Peace 

Corps Volunteer Roger German met with 

officials administering the Municipal De-

velopment Project (MDP) to be funded by 

the World Bank, to review the projects 

identified so far.  Present for the MDP 

were Mr. Evan Dakers, Social Officer, Mr. 

Ernest Raymond, Project Coordinator and 

Mr. Lionel Jimenez, Engineer. 

    Mr. Raymond said that Mr. Jimenez 

will develop some preliminary estimates 

on the streets identified last year as prior-

ity streets by Traffic Consultant Jonathan 

Slason, to get an idea of how many can be 

resurfaced with the initial BZ$800,000.  

The final estimate will come from a con-

sultant to be hired to examine each street 

in detail, Raymond said. 

50c 

Town Updates: 
    -The storm drain by the new library 

is nearly complete as of March 1, pre-

paratory to re-surfacing Nazarene 

Street. 

    -The Town Council has paid for 100 

more trash drums from CPBL, and ex-

pects to take delivery soon.  They are to 

be installed in the Hills of Promise, 

Zone 5. 

    -The new Medical Clinic is complete, 

wiring finished, awaiting only the 

scheduling of  the official opening. 

    -Re-surfacing of streets is ongoing, 

including Centro American, Mahogany, 

Joyce Blair, and streets in Hills of 

Promise and Zone 3. 

    -Material has been delivered and 

work will begin in March on new of-

fices for the Traffic Department in the 

space vacated by the library in Town 

Hall. 

or January of 2011. 

    “October is the more realistic time,” 

said Raymond.  He said they have had 

a difficult time finding qualified engi-

neers for the project.  “We’re tied to the 

(World Bank)  Operations Manual 

which says we had to have six engineer-

ing consultants (bid the project).  We 

couldn’t get six.  We had four.  We 

called World Bank on the phone, and 

they said no, the Manual said six.” 

    Raymond said the World Bank said if 

we wanted to change the Manual it 

would take six months.  “There are only 

four consultants for streets and drains 

in Belize.  If we have to go regional, it 

would eat up the total budget…then 

(continued pg 6 WORLD BANK)  

Municipal Development Project Update Update 

    By Ana Melita Castellanos 

    In response to the  most recent teen 

suicide attempt in Benque Viejo, Mayor 

Nicholas Ruiz called a meeting of town 

leaders, educators, police  and spiritual 

directors to discuss the issue. 

    The last three years have  seen 6 sui-

cide cases (5 leading to death), and 

five of them occurred under the influ-

ence of drugs or alcohol, three of them 

were teenagers. 

    Benque Community Police Officer 

Joshua McKoy said some of the teen sui-

cide attempts might be linked to a fatalis-

tic counter-culture faction called “EMO,” 

present in all schools in Benque and Suc-

cotz.  McCoy said EMOs will cut them-

selves on their  (cont. pg. 5, EMO) 
 

  Community Meets to Discuss Recent Suicide Attempt  



partment Supervisor Carmencita Sosa  

attended workshops put on by Local 

Government in Belize City February 12th 

and 19th, addressing the problem of how 

to collect on taxes owed, looking at how 

other municipalities work and what the 

laws of the land require. 

    Mayor Ruiz said it is never popular or 

politically expedient to address the 

problem of collecting taxes.  “All the 

mayors have been shying away from it,” 

he said.  “But if you don’t collect taxes 

from those who owe, then the ones who 

do pay are not being treated fairly,” he 

said.  “Why pay if there is no enforce-

Dear Editor; 

 

    Life is the most precious gift God has 

given us, and as such we must learn to 

appreciate it and make the most out of it. 

Especially the youth, who are just starting 

to have so many dreams to chase, and so 

many hopes to count and not to mention, 

many challenges in life as yet to encoun-

ter. 

    The youth within our community are 

faced with many challenges, in many fac-

ets of life which are not restricted to eth-

nic or religious groups, but affect people 

in general in the form of violence, drug 

abuse, crime, sexuality, and poverty. 

    In addition, these youths are affected 

by  new challenges which include: an 

identity crisis, lack of self confidence and 

low self-esteem, with a sense of hopeless-

ness, confusion and ambiguity concern-

ing moral issues, the negative impact of 

electronic media, and competitiveness in 

education: the uneven playing field. 

    This is something that most if not all 

community members and leaders need to 

heed, for the victims and slaves to such 

challenges are present in our families, in 

our children, brothers, friend and other 

relatives. And this often goes on noticed. 

    The municipality of Benque Viejo, to-

gether with our religious leader and edu-

cators hopes to make a difference in 

    Citizens in Benque want service out of 

their Mayor and Town Council; they want 

streets fixed, trash hauled, grass chopped, 

and that seems fair.  They want help 

when there is an emergency, they want 

jobs.  It all takes money.    No municipal-

ity can function without money. 

   Citizens in Benque, like citizens the 

world over, do not like to pay taxes.  The 

primary way a municipality raises money 

is through taxes.  This creates a problem 

between expectations and the ability to 

meet those expectations. 

    Benque Mayor Nicholas Ruiz, City Ad-

ministrator Melly Cayoc and Traffic  De-
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ment, if there are no consequences?” 

    He said that with information learned 

in the workshops Benque Viejo is going 

to be more proactive in collecting taxes.  

“We will be using the Traffic Depart-

ment for one,” he said.  “We will be is-

suing auto licenses only if all property 

taxes are paid.”  He said they have 

agreements with four banks that those 

applying for loans have to be current 

with their tax payments, and the final 

consequence will be prosecution.  He 

said the town has tried tax amnesty, 

offering reduced payment to clear up 

back taxes and payment plans, but still 

some people refuse to pay.   

changing the life style many of our 

youth today choose to follow. There is 

potential in every individual, but many 

a times this is hindered through the lack 

of parental support, as some parents are 

rarely home due to work, and do not 

find the quality time to spend with 

them,  instead they reward them money 

or gadgets. 

    My fellow citizens this needs to 

change, by doing this we are encourag-

ing in many ways our youths to become 

deviant, and when they start to display 

this disciplinary disorder we wonder 

what is wrong with them, when in real-

ity they are simply calling for attention 

and love. They are saying, mom and dad 

give me love. Talk to me, be my friend. 

    Unfortunately, we fail to hear this 

call, and our children end up looking for 

love in the wrong places, and having the 

inappropriate role models. 

    The saddest thing to see and hear is 

that another youth has ended his or her 

life, or has been victim to drugs. 

Letters to the editor…. 

  Letters to the editor must be signed by 

the author, and might be edited for 

length.   They are the opinion of the 

author and not necessarily endorsed by 

El Chiclero. Personal attacks will not be 

printed.  Please join the discussion and 

express your opinion. 
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    My fellow Benqueños it is time to start 

giving our children the necessary atten-

tion, and time to control what our chil-

dren do, hear or see on the internet, TV 

and radio. Let us start to be their roles 

models, and best friend. Remember the 

education of our children start at home, 

no one knows your child better that you 

do. 

    The municipality of Benque Viejo re-

quests your kind support in organizing 

events that may help our children be-

come prominent and self sustaining 

respectful individuals. 

            Jimmy Leslie 

Mayor, Two City Employees Attend Tax Collection Workshop 
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   Chapter 2: 

Notebook 

From Japan 
By Kota Murakami 

CORRECTIONS 

    In printing the Zone representatives 

on page 5 in the February El Chiclero, 

we inadvertently copied Zone 1 twice, 

and failed to list Zone 2.  The editor has 

been properly flogged, and reduced two 

pay grades.  Herewith is Zone 2: 

ZONE II 

Capt. Mrs      Norma Guerra     
Lieutenant    Rosario Castillo      
Cpl #    435   Titus Parham        
PC#     733    Lucio Tun            
WPC #  1045 Farah Bardalez       
PC #     1279 A. Gladden           

S .C  Mark De La Fuente             
 

    Sake’s first appeared in historical 
literature “Kojiki” in 712. It was different 
from modern sake and was primarily a 
spiritual drink devoted to gods.  From 
archaeological evidence it existed be-
fore the time of Christ.  Since the main 
ingredient of Sake, rice, has been in 
cultivation for thousands of years, it is 
natural to think that it has been around a 
long time, as long as the history of Ja-
pan. 

    Sake’s ingredient is basically rice and 
water with “Koji” mold added to induce 
fermentation.  Good rice and good water 
are indispensable. If you travel around 
Japan and find many rice fields and a 
beautiful river, there should be a sake 
brewer nearby. 

    Sake is usually served at room tem-
perature, but it can also be served 
chilled or heated depending on the sea-
son or the savor of the Sake. During 
winter, people drink warmed Sake, heat-
ing it to 50-60 Celsius (122-140 Fahren-
heit), which increases its aroma but de-
creases its flavor. Chilled Sake,  served 
at about 5 Celsius (41 Fahrenheit) 
tastes fruitier. Served at room tempera-
ture, people simply enjoy its original 
flavor, savor and aroma. It is serves will 
with any kind of food. 

    In the past, when Sake was used only 
to honor God,  it was brewed only at 
Shrines and common people had no 
access to it.  As history changed, the 

spiritual aspect became less accepted 
and more people drank Sake. But it is 
still use for various ceremonies and is 
for Japanese a very special beverage. 
In the previous article “Sumo” from the 
February El Chiclero, before each of 
sumo tournaments, Sake and Rice are 
used to dedicate the Sumo ring “Dohyo 

(土俵)” and offered to God. The win-

ning Rikishi (力士) drinks Sake with the 

huge Winner’s Cup. During Japanese 

New year people drink “Otoso (御屠

蘇)”, which is a special and auspi-

cious sake for health. Japanese also 
drink sake as celebration of cherry blos-

som, which is called “Hana-mi Sake (花

見酒)” meaning “Seeing Cherry Blos-

som-Sake.” Similarly, in autumn, people 
enjoy the beautiful full moon with Sake. 

It is called “Tsuki-mi Sake (月見酒)” 

and means “Seeing Full Moon-Sake.  
In winter,  people watch the white beauti-
ful snow scene, serving heated Sake, 

called “Yuki-mi Sake (雪見酒)” which 

means “Seeing Snow-Sake.” As you can 
see, Japanese people like to drink Sake. 

    The price of Sake depends on flavor, 
savor, and quality. People generally pay 

BZ$30-70 for 1 Sho (升) which is 1.8 

liter. Some sake is very expensive, with 
the local sake brewer personally selling 
to VIPs for BZ $5,000-10,000, sometimes 
as much as BZ $20,000. One particular 
type of Sake costs BZ $10,000 and is 

called “Kikuri-Hime (菊理媛)” from the 

Ishikawa prefecture, which old general 

(Shogun-将軍) loves. This brewer won 

the first gold medal for a Sake section in 
International Wine Competition 2007 in 
London. From the Ishikawa Prefecture 
comes “Ju-youndai; Ryugetsu” which 
means “Fourteenth Generations; Dragon 
Moon,” and “Ju-yondai; Soukou” which 
means “Fourteenth Generations; Double 
Rainbow,” each costing  BZ $16,000. For 
those, the brewers preserve the old style 
of brewing and use only the best rice and 
water, for ultimate flavor and savor. 

    There has been an issue in Japan that 
young people prefer to drink something 
casual and western, like wine, whisky, 
beer, cocktails rather than Sake.  

    Changes in eating style have also 
caused a reduction in the consumption of 
sake. In addition, it is easy to get a hang-
over after sake, compared with other al-
cohol.  

    In recent years, however, the trend is 
reversing. There are now Sake bars serv-
ing limited Sakes which are difficult to 
buy or are not famous but have great 
flavor and savor, so it is gaining popular-
ity again. 

Sake  Brewery and Retailer 

By Kota Murikami  

    Before returning to Japan in March, 

Senior JICA Volunteer Mr. Hideki 

Hirami brought his “Science is Fun” mes-

sage to all of Belize February 22 on the 

Channel 5 morning show “Open Your 

Eyes.”  There, the audience was able to 

watch his scientific magic and his strong 

enthusiasm for primary school education 

in Belize, and see how he enabled stu-

dents and teachers to “Open Their Eyes.” 

    Mr. Hirami’s technique is to  bring 

actual scientific equipment to schools, 

along with humor, which delivered deep 

comprehension of scientific concepts.  For a 

comparison, students took an exam before 

the class and an exam after the class. A 

question on electricity had 58.3% correct in 

the pre exam and 95.8% correct after the 

class.   A question on balance improved 

from 4.5% to 77.3%. 

    Mr. Hirami share his techniques with 

teachers too, and although they did not all 

embrace his style, many students left mes-

sages for him indicating approval. 

    “I want to tell you that first I did not like 

science. But when you came I liked it.” 

“When I grow up I think I can be a great 

scientist/science teacher like you.”  
 

Science Teacher Shines On Morning Show 
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            Thirteen Benqueños took ad-

vantage of the opportunity to learn about 

starting or expanding their own business 

by attending a presentation February 18 

by Belize Youth Business Trust.  YBT is a 

non-profit Non-Governmental Organiza-

tion that provides young people between 

the ages of 18-35 with the opportunity of 

starting or expanding their own busi-

nesses. The program offers loan financ-

ing, training, and mentoring to those 

individuals who wish to venture into the 

world of business, leading 

them to becoming suc-

cessful young entrepre-

neurs. 

    The presentation was 

facilitated by YBT General 

Manager Deanna Peyre-

fitte, Peace Corps volun-

teers Patrick Robison 

(Business Development 

Officer) and Keri Robison 

(Mentor Coordinator).   

Ms. Peyrefitte said it was 

sad to say that there is lot of wasted po-

tential in Belize due to culture attitude, 

lack of capital, no collateral, and no 

business experience.  Youth Business 

Trust looks forward to changing this.  

She said that in today’s world, small 

businesses fuel the economy, and pro-

vide most if not all services to larger 

business firms.  Robison said, “The ex-

citing thing about the Benque event was 

that there were some interested people 

who had unique, innovative busi-

nesses…something that YBTB, and 

Belize needs.”  

    The goal of Belize Youth Business 

Trust is to lead young people to develop 

the skill, knowledge, competency, and 

confidence needed to start and manage 

their own business, creating relevant 

and meaningful networking and market-

ing opportunities for young entrepre-

neurs, Peyeritte said.  This is an oppor-

tunity those, whether working or unem-

ployed, to establish their own small 

business. It is a time to stop waiting for 

a job opening and take the risk to estab-

lish your own business enterprise 

    To become a member sign up for one 
of their sessions.  For more information 
you may contact Youth Business Trust 
Belize at 57 Corner Albert and Prince 
Street, Downtown Belize City, Upstairs 
of Dooney’s. Or call 227-1356, or email 
info@youthbusiness.bz. Office hours: 
Mondays-Thursday 8:30-12:00, 1:00-
5:00; Fridays 8:30-12:00, 1:00-4:00. 

    "If you are going to achieve excel-

lence in big things, you develop the 

habit in little matters. Excellence is not 

an exception, it is a prevailing atti-

tude."--Colin Powell 

Benque Youth Attend Business Seminar  

(cont. from pg 1, EMO) wrists or 

stomachs to show membership, decorate 

their rooms with pictures of skulls, wear 

black and pink, and claim to be aban-

doned by their parents.  

    The discussion of why teens might be 

drawn to EMO ranged from TV, inter-

net, and friends, to a dissolution of fam-

ily life and values. 

    Ideas of what can be done started with 

learning to recognize the signs of disaf-

fectation in children and lead into trying 

to create programs to show the teens 

that they are cared for. 

    Further discussion included the idea 

of Town Hall Meetings to bring in par-

ents to discuss problems and solutions, 

having open schools on Saturdays and 

Sundays to give youth the opportunity 

for something positive to do, contacting 

Cable Vision about limiting access to 

certain channels and organizing excur-

sions with EMO member. 

 Red Cross National First Aid 

Instructor Evlyn Landaverry said that 

anyone can provide first aid, despite 

what people say.  “Limitations are what 

we consciously set,” she said.  “If you say 

you don’t like math, you won’t like 

math.”  It’s the same with first aid; you 

can learn to help she said. 

    With much humor and unfailing pa-

tience Ms. Landaverry taught some basic 

life-saving skills on a rainy Saturday, 

February 12, to Benque police, fire fight-

ers, teachers and city staff at Mt. Carmel 

Primary School, courtesy of the Belize 

National Emergency Management Office 

(NEMO). 

    She said first aid is how to assist some-

one who is injured or ill until profes-

sional help arrives or transport to a hos-

pital is available.  “It’s about buying 

time,” she said. 

    For those who say they could never do 

that, Ms. Landaverry said, “If a passerby 

saw your loved one bleeding to 

death, wouldn’t you want them to try  

(to help), even if they didn’t really know 

what to do?”  That’s the point of first aid. 

    “The more you know, the better pre-

pared you are,” she said.   The class was a 

condensed version of the two-day semi-

nar that leads to certification, and cov-

ered the aims of first aid, responsibilities 

and liabilities of a first aider, and first aid 

for impaired consciousness, bleeding, 

shock,  burns (fresh running water or 

Aloe Vera is OK; 

creams and lo-

tions are not), 

fractures, poi-

sons, fever and 

snake bites. 

     “Go home and 

share this infor-

mation with your 

family.  That’s the 

way I can help 

m y co u nt r y , 

that’s how you 

can help your 

country.”  

Firefighter Jorge 

Longsworth shows 

instructor Lan-

daverry his CPR 

First Aid: Buying Time To Save A Life 

mailto:info@youthbusiness.bz
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   By Giovanni Pinelo 

     Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

High School hosted the 2011 

National Secondary Schools 

Sports Association annual 

National Football Champion-

ship at the Marshalleck Sta-

dium in Benque Viejo del Car-

men on February 11-12. The 

two-day tournament was 

opened with addresses by 

NSSSA President Deon Suth-

erland and Rodolfo Juan, 

MCHS principal. The official 

welcome and kick-off was 

done by Mayor Nick Ruiz. 

    Persistent rain and puddles  

of mud soaked uniforms but 

did little to dampen the enthu-

siasm of the competing teams. 

    The female division featured 

San Pedro High School repre-

senting the northern region, 

Gwen Lizarraga High School 

for central region, Stann Creek 

Ecumenical from the southern 

region and Sacred Heart Col-

lege representing the western 

region. The male division 

teams were Corozal Commu-

nity College from the north, 

St. Johns College from central 

region, Julian Cho Technical 

High from the southern region 

and Belmopan’s Our Lady of 

Guadalupe High School 
 

Benque Hosts National High School Football Championships 
representing the central region. 

On Friday evening the female 

division games opened with 

Gwen Lizarraga High School 

defeating San Pedro High 

School 1 goal to nil. Stann Creek 

Ecumenical also fell to Sacred 

Heart College. In the male divi-

sion, Corozal Community Col-

lege defeated St. Johns College 

while Our Lady of Guadalupe 

High School won over Julian 

Cho Technical High. 

    In the third place match on 

Saturday, Stann Creek Ecu-

menical defeated the San Pedro   

(cont. on pg. 6, FOOTBALL)  
Corozal Community College  

Boys Champions 2011 (left) 

   National High School Girls Champions Gwen Lizarrage 
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    By Emily White 

    The Euphoria Dance Company is proud 
to present a new and exciting dance com-
petition which will make dreams come 
true for a family, community group, or 
individual in need.  

    The event, Sueños en la Pista (Dreams 
in the Dance Floor), will consist of eight 
dance partners who will each represent 
one approved applicant.  

    Those interested in making their dream 
a reality must apply by contacting the 
Benque House of Culture and submitting 
their application form. In total, eight ap-

 

Suenos en la Pista : 

Dance Floor Dreams 

 
plications will be accepted for the com-
petition, based on need and feasibility of 
the dream desired.  

    The Euphoria Dance Company will 
hold dance performances every three 
weeks, beginning on May 7, 2011. Each 
performance will be a contest and each 
week one dance pair will be eliminated. 
The dance pair that makes it the end 
gets the joy of awarding the group or 
family that they represent with a dream 
come true! The application period is 
open until March 13, 2011.  

    For more information, or to get an 
application form, contact the Benque   
H o u s e  o f  c u l t u r e .      
Phone:         823-2697  

Address:  St. Joseph Street, Benque        
       Viejo del Carmen, Belize.  

    By Emily White 

    The Benque House of Culture along 

with the Cayo Women's Department will 

join  several women's groups, local artists 

and outstanding women, to celebrate life 

and art in March, Women's Month. 

    Festivities are planned in the Cen-

tenario Park in Benque Viejo, on Sunday, 

March 6th from 3:00pm - 9:00pm.  En-

joy live music,  including special guests, 

Johnny and the Playmates. Hear 

spoken word by local poets and writers in 

the park.  

    The community is invited to join us to 

enjoy music, games & dance. There will 

also be beautiful arts and crafts for sale as 

well as food vendors selling culinary de-

lights of all varieties.  

    This will be a fun and celebratory event 

where we can appreciate the wonderful 

women in our lives as well as those who 

make positive contributions to their com-

munity. Awards will be given out and a 

raffle will be held for a gift basket that 

will make someone's day! Women wish-

ing to participate, displaying or selling 

their items need only to contact the Ben-

que House of Culture for more informa-

tion. We encourage your contributions 

and hope to see you there! All are wel-

come to participate. Call us or email at: 

823-2697 or benquehoc@yahoo.com  

Celebrate Women’s Month 

one contractor will get the whole pack-

age and squeeze out the local firms.” 

    The Mayors have been very vocal in 

requesting that local contractors and 

laborers have the opportunity to work 

on the projects, and Mr. Raymond said 

he would like to see that too, as much as 

is possible with the World Bank criteria.  

    Mr. Raymond said he would like to 

arrange a meeting in Benque to explain 

what is going on and “the challenges we 

have been facing.”  But he did say that 

bids should be let and work started in 

October.   

    “I’m telling you, it will not be beyond 

October,” he said. 

BVTC Audit Currently Under Way 
    Since Thursday, February 17 

the Office of the Auditor General has 

been looking at the Benque Viejo Town 

Books as part of the mandated yearly 

audit.  Belize law requires that munici-

palities are audited at least once a year, 

to ensure compliance with good ac-

counting standards, transparency and 

accountability. 

    This audit is part of that policy, said 

Ms. Rhonda Flowers, one of those as-

signed to complete the task. 

    Ms. Flowers said she and  Ms. Nelly 

Ellis and Mr. Michael Diaz should be in 

Benque about 6 weeks digging through 

tax books, receipts and ledgers. 

    When their work is complete, El 

Chiclero hopes to obtain a copy of their 

report and the audited figures, and to 

make that information available to read-

ers. 

 

Ms. Rhonda Flowers audits BVTC books 

(FOOTBALL Continued from pg. 5) 

High School girls in penalty kicks.  The 

female championship game also ended 

in penalty kicks; Gwen Lizzarraga High 

School emerged as champs after win-

ning over Sacred Heart College. In the 

male third place game, Julian Cho Tech-

nical High defeated St. Johns College. In 

the championship game, Our Lady of 

Guadalupe High School fell 4-2 in pen-

alty shootout to Corozal Community 

College. 

    The award of medals and trophies was 

carried out by Hon. Gabriel Martinez 

and by NSSSA executive. 

Mayor Nicholas Ruiz delivers the 

opening kick in the H.S.  Tourney 

World Bank (cont. from pg.1) 
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BRC 

La Gracia De Dios 
Baked Goods, Fresh Daily in Benque Viejo! 

Sweet breads, baguettes, cilindrin, cheese buns, ham & cheese 

rolls, cinnamon rolls, muffins, bread pudding, and more! 

10:00 —12:30  & 2:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Mon—Sat 

 

    Mr. Cosimo Lamberti Fossati, Head of Office,  European Un-

ion Technical Support Office to Belize, visited Benque Viejo 

February  15th to discuss a farmer’s market.  

    He said Benque has potential for the market, especially since 

it borders Guatemala. The European Union (EU) offers both 

grants and financing for these types of projects, so his visit is 

preliminary to an application for funding. 

    The Town Council is conducting a survey to see how many 

Benqueños travel to the Cayo market, and is asking the Ministry 

of Agriculture for statistics on nearby farms.  Then the Council 

can submit a proposal to the EU, including that information and 

a bill of quantities estimate for construction and infrastructure. 

EU To Assess Benque Market Potential 
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ATTENTION!  USE THIS SPACE TO BUY OR 

SELL ITEMS, OR TO ADVERTISE FOR HELP 

WANTED OR FOR POSITIONS WANTED.   

ADS ARE $10 FOR TWO LINES, $15 FOR 4 

SELL YOU AUTOMOBILE HERE!                  

SELL YOUR TRUCK HERE!                                

FIND A JOB OR AN EMPLOYEE HERE!          

EL CHICLERO LOOKING FOR INTERESTED 

PERSONS TO LEARN ABOUT NEWSPAPER 

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING, TO CON-

TINUE EL CHICLERO WHEN CURRENT EDI-

TOR FINISHES PEACE CORPS SERVICE. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

AUTOS FOR SALE 

TRUCKS FOR SALE 

HELP WANTED 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

 McCoy Named Sub-Formation Officer of  Year 
    Joshua McKoy,  was named  

Officer of the Year for Commu-

nity Policing in Benque Viejo for 

his outstanding performance 

and dedicated service to the 

community. 

    The award was given Feb. 3rd 

at Jaguar Creek Resort, after 

recommendation from the Offi-

cer Commanding Benque Viejo 

Police Sub-Formation Superin-

tendent Ralph Moody. 

    The award is based on 

many factors, including job attitude, personality, innova-

tion, integrity, dedication and reliability.   Office McCoy 

has been very successful working with youth in Benque, 

according to Superintendent Moody, and he has plans to 

expand that office.  “What we are doing here, they are 

copying in San Ignacio,” he said.  McCoy said he has his 

Youth Cadet members helping in the community, chopping 

yards, even cleaning houses and making tortillas for those 

in need. 

    He said he is planning a sports camp in April, there is a 

Drill Team completion coming up and he said they might 

soon have Cadets in Arenal and Calla Creek, and revitalize 

the Cadets in Succotz. 

Officer McCoy and Hon.  Doug-

las Singh Minister of Police 

    The Sub-Formation received the donation of a motorcycle from 

the Mayor and Town Council of Benque Viejo, and it will be at-

tached to Community Policing and Officer McCoy, Moody said.                  

In presenting the 

bike, Mayor Ruiz 

said, “I think we have 

a very good police 

force, we have the 

lowest crime rate in 

Belize, and I’m proud 

of that.”   

Superintendent Moody 

accepts motorcycle keys 

from Mayor Nick Ruiz 
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    Basketball is back in Benque in a big way, starting Friday, 

April 1, thanks to BECOL and the Municipality of Benque 

Viejo.  The George Reynolds Basketball Invitational plans to 

host 29 game dates at the Primero De Mayo Basketball Court, 

culminating July 25, just prior to Benque Fiesta 2011. 

    The tournament is named for Mr. David Emmanuel Rey-

nolds Sr., recently deceased long-time employee of BECOL.  

According to Mr. Jimmy Leslie, Youth Development Office for 

Benque Viejo, Mr. Reynolds was, “a Benqueño, a great basket-

ball player himself back in the days, who for many years dedi-

cated his leisure time to the youth of our community and 

around the Cayo District, organizing basketball tournament 

and clinics for basketball enthusiastic.” 

    “Those who had the pleasure and honor to meeting Mr. Rey-

nolds will surely miss him, to see him standing and smiling on 

the side-line watching the game evolve as it picks up tempo,” 

Mr. Leslie said. 

    He said that basketball has been dormant for in Benque for 

some time, but interest is rising and with the sponsorship of 

BECOL and the Benque Viejo Town Council, this will be a 

great opportunity for enthusiasts to showcase their talents and 

crown themselves winners.  “There is talent and in abundance 

in the beautiful town of Benque Viejo, waiting to be cultivated 

and harvested,” he said.  

Benque Basketball Tourney 



Cor. George Street/ Park Lane 

Benque Viejo Del Carmen 

Cayo, Belize C.A. 

Phone: (501) 823 2020 

Fax: (501) 823 2020 

B E N Q U E  V I E J O  

T O W N  C O U N C I L  

A c t i v i t i e s  &  E v e n t s  

Moving Forward Through Good Governance 

If you have an event you would like listed on the next 

calendar, please call BVTC office at 823-2020 by the 

third week of this month.  Thank you! 

O.S.G.B. 

  March 2011 

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

March 6 Women in Arts Fair (story pg 6) 

March 13 Close of application period for  

  dance contest (story pg. 6) 

Summer Heat On Its Way 


