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The Stage is Set!
Can PUP Mobilize like UDP in 2005?
A

s we go to press,
word is that the
Opposition PUP
is attempting to
mobilize
supporters to descend on Belmopan when the House of Representatives convenes in the
National Assembly on Friday,
November 1, 2013. How historic a day it turns out to be will to
some extent be heavily dependent on what kind of numbers
the PUP is able to mobilize.
Since it lost the 2008
General Elections and became
the Opposition, the PUP has
been anything but impressive
when it comes to mustering
numbers around any event or
professed cause. Professed, we
say, for therein lies what is perhaps the crooks of the PUP’s

One of the large crowds the UDP as Opposition mobilized in 2005
problem, the question of whether it possesses the moral authority to genuinely lead any charge
against any alleged or perceived
wrongdoing by those in office,
or any public rallying around
any proclaimed righteous cause.

The last time Jules
Vasquez of Channel Seven
News posed that pointed question to the current leader of
the PUP who, besides carrying the last name Fonseca, is
himself personally associat-

ed with the unforgettable and
infamous
Accommodation
Agreement, it threw the party’s passport-scandal-inspired
press conference into a tail spin
from which it never recovered.
Having come within 2
seats of winning the 2012 General Elections, leaders and supporters of the PUP understandably feel they should be no more
than a heartbeat away from
seizing power, more so with the
Dean Barrow Administration,
admittedly, being in the midst
of its most challenging episode since taking office in 2008.
In the immediate aftermath of the breaking of the
Penner Passport Scandal, the
apparent difficulty that the PUP
Continued on Page 2

Isidoro Beaton Football DPM Vega Advances
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From The Desk
Of The Chairman
Existential Questions Confronting the UDP

Delroy Cuthkelvin
Chairman, Editorial Board

A

s we understand it, the
purpose of
the
UDP
when it was
formed 40 years ago in 1973
was not simply to rival the
PUP, but to contrast and
correct what was fundamentally wrong about PUP
style politics.
The PUP idolized its
leaders and was built on a
philosophy of party paramountcy. The UDP was to
be the political force that
placed Country above Party. The PUP was a monolithic party that rewarded
its supporters and friends,
and punished its so-called
enemies and political rivals.
The UDP was to be the party that allowed dissenting
elements and provided an
opportunity for full participation and fulfillment by all
citizens in a country hitherto ruled by one-party domination.
Created by the amalgamation of three existing
political groups, the PDM,
the NIP and the Liberal Party, the UDP itself was to be
regarded as the very epitome
of national unity through
ideological diversity, glued

together through a oneness
of purpose that was the preservation of our rich heritage
and the advancement of our
country’s development by all
Belizeans, for all Belizeans.
The merger brought
instant hope as the UDP
came within 17 votes of forcing a tie in its first election
bid as a united Opposition in
1974. But real success meant
winning the General Elections, and that would not be
achieved until an entire decade later.
When the PUP left
office for the first time in
1984, having just attained
National Independence, it
had become, in practice, the
most unpatriotic, self-serving political machine Belizeans knew at that time. And,
when the PUP returned to
office in 1989, doing so on a
successful nationalistic platform with a populist slogan
that pledged to put ‘Belizeans
First’, it quickly proved itself
to be nothing but a retooled
and refashioned hustling machine for a handful of wellplaced political cronies at the
expense of the masses, the
most dominant feature of the
modern ‘blue machine’ being
the Ralph and Glenn phenomenon.
When the UDP toppled the overconfident ‘Blue
Machine’ in the snap elections
of 1993, the need for contrast
had become even more pronounced, the harsh realization being that the only way
to salvage the country from
the wreckage of reckless PUP
spending was to adopt a rigid policy of systematic thrift
and prudence in managing
the nation’s public finances.
That, for the UDP as a party,
had its challenges, and the
PUP brilliantly exploited the

situation, branding the frugal Esquivellian policies as
cold and heartless.
What ensued was
perhaps the most compelling chapter in the history
of PUP recklessness and
greed, pushing the public debt to unprecedented,
unimagined levels, “superbond” and “accommodation agreement” becoming
new household words that
summed up the legacy of
that shameful era of “growth
economics”.
Again, the UDP, taking over in 2008, had to
employ prudence to restore
macro-economic stability,
this time tempered with just
the right amount of compassion that could be afforded
and sustained. The UDP’s
re-election in 2012, though
by a narrower margin than
anticipated, was somewhat
reassuring with respect to
the Belizean People’s appreciation for the systematic
contrast and long-term alternative that the UDP presumably represents.
Now, lo and behold,
just a year and a half into its
first ever consecutive term,
the UDP finds itself confronting, like never before,
existential questions about
how fundamentally different it is from the PUP.
It’s a challenge that
is perhaps greater than any
with which the UDP has
ever had to grapple. This
battle is for the very soul of
the Party.
The UDP had better be true to its creed and
faithful to its core values as
we have known them; for
without one’s soul, what’s
the point of living; and if
the salt has lost its savour,
wherewith shall it be salted?
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Can PUP
Mobilize
Like UDP
in 2005?

Hon. Francis Fonseca
PUP Leader of the Opposition
personally associated with the
Accommodation Agreement
which he signed as AG under
the Said Musa Government
Continued from 1
experienced attempting to secure a mere one-third of voters’
signatures to trigger the recall
mechanism in Cayo North East,
suggests that the party is still
suffering from that inability to
mobilize, which is so uncharacteristic of Belize’s Grand Ole
Party that was once regarded as
the formidable ‘Blue Machine’.
The UDP’s problems are
certainly real. We’re not sure we
can say the same about the PUP’s
newfound confidence in its ability to exploit the situation for political gain. Time alone will tell!
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Investing in Belmopan Sports

Isidoro Beaton Football Stadium Upgraded

A

s most Belmopan
residents
should by now, a
good deal of new
investment
has
been made to strengthen their
local football club, Belmopan
Bandits, which is participating
in the national competition organized by the Premier League
of Belize, sponsored this year by

bleachers is being constructed to comfortably seat a much
larger number of fans at football
game played inside the Isidoro
Beaton Stadium.
The
resources
to
strengthen the Belmopan Bandits Football Club and upgrade
their home field are all being
secured by the team’s owner,
who is Belmopan’s Area Repre-

Two of the newly refurbished bathroom facilities inside the Stadium
fulfilling activity rather than
leaving them susceptible to a
culture of crime.
The Bandits are current-

Football Club who are at the top
of the standings. With a victory over BDF, the Bandits could
pull into first place. Meanwhile

Belmopan Carpenter Telford Guzman working on New Bleachers
Belikin Beer and Bowen & Bowen Limited.
The Belmopan Bandits’
home field is the Isidoro Beaton
Stadium in the Nation’s Capital; and a good of resources is
also being invested to upgrade

sentative, Hon. John Saldivar.
Saldivar, who is a long-time
sport enthusiast and former
Minister of Sports, says he believes this kind of investment is
necessary in order increase the
fan-support base for the Belmo-

Another newly refurbished bathroom facility inside the Stadium
ly in third place in the Premier
League of Belize Competition.
This coming weekend, they travel to Dangriga to play the BDF

Police which also plays out of
Belmopan will host FC Belize
inside the refurbished Isodoro
Beaton Football Stadium.

Cement Mixer on the site of the new Bleachers being built
that facility to encourage more
of f he residents of Belmopan to
come out regularly to support
their home team as the national
competition heats up.
The old bathroom facilities have been retrofitted and
new ones built. The ticketing
booth has also been upgraded. And the first of three new

pan Bandits and to ensure the
further development of Football and all sport disciplines in
the Capital City. Besides the immediate reward that it brings,
Saldivar say sports is also a
long-term solution to crime as
it teaches our young people discipline and commitment, and
occupies them in positive and

Newly refurbished ticketing booth at the entrance of the Stadium
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30 Years in the Belizean Beef Business
Running W Continues to “Meat” your Needs

R

unning W
is a family owned
company
that started in 1983 (we are celebrating
30 years in business this October). We remain focused on
a cow calf operation, a steer
fattening operation, and a
meat processing plant. Running W has become one of
the largest meat processors in
Belize. We supply fresh cuts
and processed meats of pri-

ing cattle on grass and with
the help of fortified molasses we get acceptable
weight gains from our cattle.
At, Running W, we have
been able to produce high
quality marbled beef on grass
alone. Our consumers want to
know more about how their
food is produced. They are increasingly more environmental and health conscious; and
are asking for natural beef.
The Building Housing the Running W Processing Plant and Meat Shop

Pastures
It is important to find
the best grass for the soil type
and rainfall for your area. Different lands different grasses –
they are site sensitive. We have
experimented with different
pastures in the past and have
chosen Mombasa for certain
areas of the ranch. This particular grass has done very well on

Conservation
Conservation is a part
of Running W’s plan. We all
should be conscious of their
environment and play apart
in its protection. At Running
W, we have wildlife corridors and have left 10% of our
property as a reserve and as a
result, we have been able to
attract some tourism through
our bird watching trails.
Also properly managed

Father and Daughter: Managing Director Escander Bedran and
Director of Marketing Alexandra Bedran inside the Processing Plant

marily beef and pork. The
company has been innovators
in this industry and continue to develop new practices
and products ensuring that it
serves Belize very good quality.
Initially our cattle were
predominately Brahman then
we introduced Nellore but
the demand from our customers prompted us to start
changing our cattle genetics. People were asking for
better meat. Our consumers
wanted more marbled steaks.
Crossbreeding
At Running W, we
chose to try different breeds
including, Romaniola, Brownvy, and Charolay as well as other breeds. After several trials
the Black Angus was eventu-

ally chosen. We were very happy with a 1/2 bred Angus half
bred Nellore cow. This cross
gave us an average sized cow.
This has changed the efficiency on the ranch. They re-bred
easily, wean a heavier calf, and
have better marbling and more
tender beef. Along with better
beef, came more efficient cattle.

Workers preparing various cuts for packaging

our soils and in our area. This
grass is very high in protein.
Grass Fed Beef
Running W has become very efficient in grow-

Workers preparing various cuts for packaging

pastures are a very high producer of oxygen. Pastures are
its own eco system – it attracts
seed eaters (for example rats
and small birds) who attract
snakes and raptors which creates its own natural habitat.
Sustainable Management
Running W is operating an integrated farming
system. All of the waste, including bones, from the meat
plant is burned and converted
to be used as fertilizer mainly
for our citrus grove. All of the
water waste is sent through
our waste water treatment
system. This system, with a
chain connection of 3 ponds,
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30 Years in the Belizean Beef Business
Running W Continues to “Meat” your Needs

naturally reduces the nitrate
levels and solids in the water allowing us to put cleaner water in the leech field.
It is important to minimize our inputs, especially
imported inputs, for example, diesel fuel. With proper
pasture management we have
significantly reduced the use
of bush hogs in our pastures
making the amount of fuel
we use to produce an 1,100lb
steer is very minimal. Also, we
are pumping water to our cattle troughs using solar power without the use of batteries. This type of management
practice not only helps us
with our bottom line but also
improves our environment.
Safe Fed Cattle
All of our cattle up until now are strictly grass fed.
Our fattening operation is a
very natural process. Run-

Consumption
Livestock
producers
tend to think about a breed
that they like, BUT, consumers
who buy our products think
about beef ONE POUND
AT A TIME, in the form of a
steak, sausage, or hamburger.

Poster displaying variety of Running W Brand Meat Products

Closing
Through our expertise
in Cattle Breeding, pasture
management, safe fed beef,
food safety, meat processing,

One of Running W’s
main focuses is Food safety. We have had impeccable
quality and have achieved
this through various on-going
programs
including
HACCP,
traceability,
and
good management practices.
Meat Processing
Running W offers its
consumers a complete line of
fresh and processed products.

DPM Gaspar Vega & Escander Bedran in the Processing Plant

Workers packaging meat products inside the processing plant

ning W does not feed the
cattle any steroids or other
non-herbivore foods to increase the fattening time period. With proper pastures, pasture rotation, cattle genetics,
appropriate
slaughter
age, and good treatment
of the cattle Running W
has been able to naturally achieve good quality beef.
Food Safety
It is important to know
where your food comes from
and to know that it is being
produced in a healthy, safe, and
ecologically friendly manner.

New products continue to be
developed based on changing
consumer demands. We are
now preparing traditional fully cooked items to meet the
growing demand for convenience. Also, Investments have
been made in our packaging
system which has significantly
increased efficiency, presentation, and more importantly
the shelf life of our products.
Distribution
Running W is a wholesale provider and has a fleet
of refrigerated delivery trucks.
Our trucks are on the road 5

days a week delivering to customers all over the country.
Refrigeration is a vital aspect of our business.
It ensures that up until the
point of delivery the products are kept in good condition and the consumer receives a wholesome product.

and traceability, we are confident, that for the past 30 years,
Running W has been providing Belize with the highest
quality of wholesome meat.
The only meat you trust to
feed your family and guests.
Running W Meats
Quality, Naturally Since 1983

Owners, Escander and Alexandra Bedran with DPM Gaspar Vega,
CEO Jose Alpuche and the team from the Ministry of Agriculture
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Faith Lift
“I Give You My Peace”

By Zelda Hill

“T

hirty
Seven
killed
in Syrian car
bombing as fighting rages nearby”, the weekend’s
CNN headline read. According to the United Nations, over one hundred
thousand people have died
in the Syrian conflict, which
started in March 2011.
Weeks earlier the world was
terrorized by the news of
blood-thirsty gunmen entering the Westgate Mall in
Kenya and killing scores of
innocent people.
On a global level there are wars, famine,
disease and pestilence, declining economies and the
failure of governments to
gratify the masses. On a
community level, families
are in distress due to financial crisis, alcoholism,
absent fathers, violence or
death. On a personal level we are often harassed
by sickness, personal failures, hopelessness and
many other troubles that
overwhelm us from time to
time.
While our portion of
calamities may vary in degree and frequency, what
we all have in common is
our desire for peace and
the lessons we have learned
from searching for contentment in the wrong places.
But no matter how powerful
the threat of the currents of
life, the calm we so desperately crave is not as elusive

as we may think. The Jewish
philosopher, Baruch Spinoza, wisely said that peace is
not mere absence of war.
In our time there
may never be the absence
of global, national or personal calamities as Thomas
a Kempis, priest and writer,
reasoned: “You may never
find a place free of temptations and troubles but rather

a Child would be born who
would be called, “Prince of
Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). But in the
same way many erroneously
believe that all human beings are the children of God
(Romans 8:14), many also
feel that God’s peace is automatically bestowed upon everyone. The Psalmist wrote,
“Great peace have those who
love your law, and nothing

“It is the inner peace that will cause you to
forgive the person who mercilessly took
away your child’s life. It is the peace that will
overcome you while you are on the hospital
bed waiting for a critical surgery. It is the
peace that will cause you to know that your
children will be okay although you were just
fired by your employer. It is definitely the
peace that will astound your neighbors when
your spouse abandons the family and your
life seems to be falling apart.”
you should seek a peace that
endures even when you are
beset by various temptations
and tried by much adversity”.
It is no irony that we
can be at peace during our
earthly sojourn in spite of
the chaos that constantly
surrounds us. Among many
others, adversity and terror, especially as the end approaches, are prophecies of
Scripture that have been fulfilled and are being fulfilled
every day. And since God
has revealed the future so accurately through the divine
inspiration of Bible authors,
shouldn’t we accept His exclusive claim that peace can
only be found in Him?
Even from the times
of the Old Testament, the
prophet Isaiah predicted that

can make them stumble”
(Psalm 119:165). Many others Biblical texts support the
Christian doctrine that only
when our mind is on Christ
and we come to Him believing in faith that He is God
and can deliver on His promises, He gives us peace.
Just before Christ’s
passion and death, one of
His final message to His followers, including those who
would later believe in Him,
was that there would be trials
and sorrows in this world but

that we should “take heart”
because in Him alone we
can have peace since He
has overcome the world
(John 16:33).
The sincere relationship we have with God
in these troubled times is
what will enable us to exchange anxiety and fear for
the peace of God, which
will guard our heart and
mind. That peace is beyond
our human understanding
(Philippians 4:6-7).
It is the inner peace
that will cause you to forgive the person who mercilessly took away your child’s
life. It is the peace that will
overcome you while you are
on the hospital bed waiting for a critical surgery. It
is the peace that will cause
you to know that your children will be okay although
you were just fired by your
employer. It is definitely
the peace that will astound
your neighbors when your
spouse abandons the family and your life seems to be
falling apart. For if you truly believe in God, you can
rest assured that He will
make a way for you in the
most seemingly hopeless
situations. Regardless of
what happens in our world,
in our communities or in
our personal lives, tomorrow or in the distant future,
Christ’s offer of His peace
still stands.
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Elections Held in Belmopan to Choose New Executive

O

n Saturday October 19, 2013,
the
National
Association of
Village Councils
(NAVCO) held its Thirteenth
Annual General Meeting at the
George Price Center in Belmopan.
The purpose of the meeting was to elect a new president,
as well as to plan and map out
a strategy for the direction that
the new NAVCO Board intends
to take during its three-year
term of office from 2013 to 2016.
Elected as the new president was Mrs. Ruth Staine Dawson from the Belize District.
She will serve for the entirety of
the three-year term of the current executive. Also elected by
the New NAVCO BOARD were
Dr. Francis Arzu as Vice President; Mrs. Anita Mesh as Sec-

Hon. Godwin Hulse

retary; Miss Yolanda Molina as
Vice-Secretary; Mr. Alexander
Romero as Treasurer; and Mr.
Jovanni Montolban as Assistant
Treasurer.
Guest Speaker at the
Thirteenth Annual General
Meeting of the National Association of Village Councils was
Senator Hon. Godwin Hulse,
Minister of Labour, Local Government, Rural Development,
NEMO, Immigration and Nationality. Others Speakers included Mr. Ernest Dale Banner,
Rural Development Coordinator, and Mr. Eugene Palacio, Director of Local Government.
Also present was the
Mayor of Belmopan, His Worship Mayor Simeon Lopez, who
extended to everyone a warm
welcome to the Capital City.

Mrs. Ruth Staine Dawson, the Newly Elected President
of the National Association of Village Councils (NAVCO)

Mr. Ernest Dale Banner

Mr. Eugene Palacio

(Information and Photos
by Ruben Campos)

Mayor Simeon Lopez

Members of the NAVCO Board from around the Country

Member of the NAVCO Board from around the Country

Mr. Eugene Palacio walking through the aisle of the auditorium
filled with members of the NAVCO Board from around the Country

Members of the new Executive elected at the Thirteenth Annual
Meeting of the National Association of Village Councils (NAVCO)
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Not a Bang but Quite a Splash!
Virtual End of Hurricane Season

A

The Wooden Bridge at the Macal River Crossing covered by water

s we approach
the
end
of
O c t o b e r ,
Belizeans
generally utter
a sigh of relief. Although the
Hurricane season officially
extends until the end of
November, the latest day on
the yearly calendar that ever
saw a tropical system of any
significance affect Belize is
October 31. That storm was, of
course, Hurricane Hattie in 1961,
which is recorded in history as
one of the most catastrophic

condition which the Weather
Channel called the MaddenJulian
Oscillation
(MJO),
which is the largest element
of the intra-seasonal (30–90
days) variability in the tropical
atmosphere. It is a large-scale
coupling between atmospheric
circulation and tropical deep
convection.
Rather
than
being a standing pattern, it is
a traveling pattern. The type
of system is named after the
experts who first discovered
it, Roland Madden and Paul
Julian. The system, which

Mennonites of Spanish Lookout stranded by Submerged Iguana Creek
storms ever to impact Belize.
Although we more than likely
will not see a hurricane or
tropical storm for the rest of
2013, Belizeans countrywide
were significantly affected
by relentless rains over the
past weekend, which resulted
in considerable flooding in
portions of all but one of our
six districts. As one Belmopan
resident put it, “It must be the
2013 Hurricane Season’s way of
telling us goodbye.”
The enormous amount
of rainfall was caused by a

interacted with an approaching
cold front, began affecting
Belize around Thursday of last
week, and by Friday morning
the
National
Emergency
Management
Organization
(NEMO) had issued its first
advisory indicating that there
was significant flooding in the
Cayo, Stann Creek and Toledo
districts, and warning residents
in those areas to be prepared
for worsening conditions. The
first area to become impassable
was Blue Creek in Toledo where
the bridge was already reported

to be covered by three feet of
water, with the water still rising.
By 5:00 PM that afternoon,
NEMO reported that in the
Western District of Cayo, the
bridge between the villages of
Bullet Tree and Santa Familia
was similarly covered by 2 feet
of water and was passable only
by large vehicles.
In the Arizona/Teakettle
area, the Teakettle Creek rose
and flooded the homes of at
least eight families who had to
be evacuated; and portions of

by that time under 3feet of
water, making that portion of
the Coastal Road impassable,
as the river continued to rise. In
Toledo, the Blue Creek road also
remained closed to vehicular
traffic, the bridge there now
being covered by 4 feet of water;
and the bridge at Aguacate also
impassable, being submerged
under 3 ½ feet of water.
On Sunday Morning,
NEMO issued a warning to all
residents along the Belize River, and informed that water

One-Lane Hawksworth Bridge had to accommodate Two-Way Traffic
the highway between Central
Farm and Blackman Eddy had
approximately 12 inches of water running across the road.
By Saturday morning,
NEMO advised that in the Cayo
District, the Wooden Bridge
across the Macal River in the
town of San Ignacio/Santa Elena was submerged and closed to
vehicle traffic, as was the Iguana Creek Bridge and the Baking
Pot Ferry, both of which are vital
links on separate access roads
leading to Spanish Lookout;
and that both the Mopan and
Macal Rivers continued to rise.
In Stann Creek, the
Mullins River Bridge was also

was 5 feet under the Roaring
Creek Bridge and possibly rising. As it turned out, the water never made it above the
Roaring Creek Bridge, but the
heavy rains caused significant
momentary flooding in some
areas of Roaring Creek with water running across the Highway
passing through the village.
On Sunday morning,
the heavy rains also caused
significant flooding for a
short while in various parts
of Belmopan, including the
intersection between the George
Price (Western) Highway and
the Hummingbird Highway, in
Continued on Page 9

The Waiting Booth at the Junction of George Price and Hummingbird
Highways partially submerged after heavy rains Sunday Morning
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Continued from Page 8
front of the National Agriculture
Show Grounds. There was
also significant flooding in the
peripheral areas of Belmopan,
particularly
Maya
Mopan,
where several residents reported
that water had flooded their
yards and, in some instances,
even entered their homes. In
most of the Belmopan area,
however, the water ran off very
quickly, aided obviously by the
efficient drainage system that is

of the highway. Thankfully,
no one was hurt; and within
a couple hours, the waters
running across and covering the
highway had receded.
By Monday Morning,
there was a sense that the worst
was over, but NEMO advised
residents in all affected areas to
remain vigilant and cautious. In
the Cayo District, the By-pass by
the Valley of Peace Road had to
be closed momentarily as it was
under a foot of water. In the town
of San Ignacio/Santa Elena, the

Water less than 5 Feet under the Roaring Creek Bridge on Sunday
a distinguishing feature of the
originally well-planned Capital
City on a hill.
By this time, reports
were also coming in that
vehicular traffic was backed up
on the George Price (Western)
Highway around Mile 46 in
the Mount Pleasant area,
near the Santorini Resort and
Restaurant. Personnel from
the Ministry of Works and
NEMO were quickly deployed
to the area to make an on-thespot assessment and manage
the situation with motorists
eager to reach their various
destinations and venturing
across the submerged portion

water company (BWS) advised
that due to the flood waters
affecting its distribution system,
water services were disrupted
for a while.
In the Stann Creek
District there was also significant
flooding in areas such as Sittee
River, where the river overspilled its banks, although not to
the life-threatening levels that
it did back in June of 2008. The
road between Sittee River and
Hopkins became submerged
and had to be closed, while
portions of the access road to
Hopkins from the Southern
Highway were covered by as
much as 14 inches of water. With

Vehicles crossing flooded George Price Highway around Mile 46

Vehicles crossing flooded George Price Highway around Mile 46
the North Stann Creek River
rising, there were also flood
watches issued for villages such
as Sarawee and Hope Creek, but
thankfully those warnings never
materialized.
By Tuesday, although the
heavy rains had pretty much
subsided, the flood waters from
the Macal and Mopan Rivers,
which are both tributaries of
the Belize River, had begun affecting villages in the Belize
District, such as Crooked Tree
and others in the River Valley
area, as well as Hattieville.

the Hammock Bridge at Branch
Mouth was also washed away.
Besides the damage to
man-made infrastructure, the
rain and flooding event also
made its impact on Mother Nature, as Channel Seven reported
in its Tuesday Evening Newscast
that a popular tourist-attraction
in the Cayo District, the Che
Chem Ha Water Fall, was so ravaged by flash-flooding that it is
hardly recognizable by natives
from the area who knew it well.
Throughout the rainy
episode countrywide, only one

The NEMO Team led by National Coordinator Noreen Fairweather
and Public Relations Officer Genee Neal were on the ground and on
top of the situation providing regular nationwide advisories
By the time the rains
and floods subsided, they had
caused considerable damage to
the country’s infrastructure.
In the Cayo District, the
northern side of the Privassion
Bridge approach was washed
away and only small vehicles
could access the bridge with extreme caution;The Little Vaqueros Bridge entrance was partly
washed away; The Guacamallo
Bridge was still under water; and
the road network in the lower
reaches of the Mountain Pine
Ridge was severely eroded; and

life was lost, that of a 65-yearold farmer, Carlos Valdez, who
drowned when his canoe capsized and was swept away in the
turbulent Mopan River near the
village of Succotz near the western-most town of Benque Viejo
del Carmen in the Cayo District.
As we noted earlier, practically
speaking, the end of October is
for Belizeans the virtual end of
our Hurricane Season. Thankfully, this one did not end with
the kind of bang that Hurricane
Hattie was; but, if nothing else,
it did go out with quite a splash!
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Recruit Intake #89 on Training
Adding 132 New Officers to the Belize Police Department

95 Males out of a total of 132 Recruits Making Up Intake #89

A

hundred and
Thirty
Two
(132) new recruits are currently on training at the Belize Police Training
Academy in Belmopan. They
make up Recruit Intake # 89
of the Police Department.
The training, which began seven (7) weeks ago, runs
for a total of 16 weeks, and the
new curriculum covers seven
(7) major areas, namely, Fundamental Concepts of Policing; Philosophy of Modern
Policing; Criminal Law; Grammar Usage and Writing; Traffic; Crime Information Management System Technology;
and General Police Duties.
Of the 132 recruits in
training, 37 are females and
95 are males. The course will
be completed around January of 2014 at which time
the traditional Police Passing Out Ceremonies will be
held to mark their entry into
the ranks of the Belize Police
Force to assume official duties.
This is one of the largest recruit intakes ever, and it
comes at a time when the Police Department is very much
in need of greater numbers to
execute its functions under the
new stepped-up efforts and
operations in its fight against
crime and violence, which
have recently been meeting
with considerable success in
restoring safety and security to
our citizenry and community.

37 Females out of a total of 132 Recruits Making Up Intake #89

BAHA: working with its partners to safeguard
agricultural and human health in Belize.
EMERGING DISEASE POSES THREAT TO BELIZE’S SHRIMP
INDUSTRY

Peneaus monodon (Source: en.wikipedia:org/
wiki/File:Peneaus_monodon.jpg)



Did you know that Belize is free of Early Mortality Syndrome or Acute
Hepatopancreatic Necrosis Disease (AHPND) and that BAHA has an
active surveillance programme for this emerging disease



Did you know that because Belize is free of many shrimp diseases we
are currently exporting shrimp to several countries including Mexico, the
USA and the European Union



Did you know that in 2012 Belize exported over 6000 metric tons of
shrimp valued at $43 million Belize Dollars

Early Mortality Syndrome or Acute Hepatopancreatic Necrosis Disease (EMS/AHPND) is an emerging
disease that is not present in Belize. It affects shrimp that are not of marketable size, normally from 30 days
or younger. The disease does not affect humans but is often fatal to shrimp. Infected ponds can experience as
much as 100% mortality. EMS was first reported in China in 2009, Vietnam in 2010, Malaysia in 2011 and in
Thailand in 2012. It caused massive die-offs in cultivated shrimp in these countries.
Clinical signs of the disease includes lethargy, slow growth, an empty stomach and midgut and a pale and
atrophied hepatopancreas (internal organ that functions as a liver), often with black streaks. The
hepatopancreas does not squash easily when pressed between the thumb and finger. Within 30 days of a pond
being stocked large-scale die offs begins. The Global Aquaculture Alliance estimated that losses to the Asia
shrimp culture sector could be US1$ billion. The shortage of shrimp supply subsequently had an impact on shrimp
prices.
A strain of Vibrio parahaemolyticus commonly found in brackish coastal waters around the globe has been
associated with EMS. Some strains of V. parahaemolyticus can cause gastroenteritis illness to human through
consumption of raw or undercooked shrimp or oyster. The strain that causes EMS does not affect humans; there
have been no reports of human illness being associated with EMS. Research indicates that the causative
agent of EMS does not survive freezing or cooking. Disease spread is linked to proximity of infected farms
and movement of infected live shrimp, usually juveniles used to stock ponds. The effects of EMS in Belize
would be devastating to the Shrimp Industry thus the importance of preventing the introduction of this disease.
BAHA has increased biosecurity at the entry points to prevent the introduction of this disease by ensuring that
all trucks are clean and disinfected before entering Belize. However, the most effective prevention measure is
to implement or strengthen BIOSECURITY at the farm. This includes:







Post-larvae shrimp used for stocking should be purchased from reputable sellers, and be
accompanied by an International Veterinary Certificate;
All trucks/containers should be clean (that is, not introduced onto the farm if dirty) and disinfected
prior to entry at the farm. This is very important given that trucks drive straight into the farm at the
pond side to load up with fresh shrimp.
The health of pond environments should be carefully maintained and juvenile shrimp should be
constantly monitored.
Any illness should be promptly reported to the Belize Agricultural Health Authority.
More information? Call the Animal Health Department, BAHA at 824-4899 or 224-4794.

Sunday, November 3, 2013

Capital Weekly

Page 11

Boston Red Sox Win World Series
Most Valuable Papi: Ortiz outstanding

I

By Anthony DiComo

t was clear what David Ortiz was going to
say -- what, in some
form, he had to say.
He stood in shallow left field at Fenway Park
late Wednesday night, not
far from the spot where, six
months ago, he dictated an impassioned love letter to the city
of Boston. Behind Ortiz was a
shiny black truck, his reward
for winning the World Series’
Chevrolet Most Valuable Player Award. Around him gathered fans, well-wishers and
teammates, so many of them
waiting, waiting, waiting for
him to say the words again.
“This,”
Ortiz
finally shouted, offering a
clean version this time,
“is our bleeeeeeeep city!”
Speaking for Boston,
Ortiz also spoke for himself,
in the middle of a town that
has long been his to own.
Twice previously a World
Series star, Ortiz sealed his
legend this week by running away with MVP honors.
He hit .688 in the series,
the second-highest average in a
single Fall Classic. He reached
base at a .760 clip and slugged
1.188, ranking second and ninth
in those categories, respectively. He hit so unconscionably
well that the Cardinals finally
decided in Game 6 not to pitch
to him -- a strategy that backfired when he twice scored
following intentional walks.
In short, Ortiz performed like a supersize version of the October legend
that he already was. Gone
was the 37-year-old who earlier this month bemoaned his
aches and pains, replaced by
a grinning, high-wattage version framed by his new truck.
“I’m
back,
baby!”
this version boomed to
the tens of thousands who

Most Valuable Player, David Ortiz, fondly known as Big Papi

watched the Sox celebrate.
In reality, Ortiz is the
only one who never left, the
only one remaining from Boston’s 2004 championship run.
He is not the official captain,
but he may as well be considering his impact on the team.
Heading into the sixth
inning of Game 4, sensing
something lacking from his
teammates, Ortiz called the
Sox together for an impromptu
team meeting in the visitors’
dugout of Busch Stadium. He
spoke that night of the rarity of
this opportunity, challenging
them to make the most of it.
Moments later, Jonny
Gomes hit a go-ahead threerun homer, and the Sox never
trailed again in the Series.
“We’re talking about
a likely Hall of Fame player,”
manager John Farrell said.
“The new players that came
in, they look up to [Ortiz
and Dustin Pedroia and Jacoby Ellsbury] and their leadership, how they respond to the
distractions or the require-

ments to play successfully here
in the city. And they gave a lot
of guys confidence just the way
they carry themselves. Yes,
they’re successful players, but
they remained focused. They
push away those distractions,
and I think our guys draw a
lot of confidence from the
way they go about their work.”
It helps to be a generational-type talent, as Ortiz
clearly is. But rather than gush
praise on his longest-tenured
player, Farrell said he would
“rather let his bat do the talking,
because it’s pretty special.”
Ortiz reached base
safely at least once in all six
World Series games, extending his lifetime streak to 14.
He did so at least thrice in five
of the six games, at one point
tying a World Series record by
reaching safely in nine consecutive plate appearances.
And yet, until Game
6, the Cardinals continually pitched to him in big spots
-- something that surprised
even Farrell, who credited it

to the depth behind Ortiz in
his lineup. There was simply no stopping Ortiz, who
scored seven runs in the series, hit two doubles and two
homers and drove in six, splitting his time between designated hitter and first base.
“He’s as hot as anyone
you’re going to see this time
of year,” Cardinals manager Mike Matheny said. “We
tried to make tough pitches in
tough situations, tried to pitch
around him at times. What this
comes down to is, they got big
hits in big situations, and that’s
something that eluded us.”
For the Sox, Ortiz’s
presence is not about to
change; he remains under
contract next season. But Ortiz will turn 38 next month,
meaning he has already blown
past the age at which most
sluggers turn mortal. Many of
his peers from 2004 have long
since retired, some of them
even returning to Fenway last
week for a tribute ceremony.
Ortiz may play in the
World Series next year, or
the year after, or the year after that, but it is not unreasonable to think this might
have been his last turn to win.
If so, there is not much
for Ortiz -- now a three-time
World Series champion, the
first non-Yankee to win three
with one team since Jim Palmer did so with the Orioles -- to
regret. He already stood beside Larry Bird, Bobby Orr
and Tom Brady in the Boston
sports pantheon. Any further accomplishments would
fall well beyond the bounds
of reasonable expectation.
“I can’t add anything more to the legend
that’s already there,” general manager Ben Cherington
said. “He keeps writing
more chapters on his own.”

(Reprinted from MLB.com)
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Safety and Survival in Law Enforcement
be at an all time low, the lives
of our law enforcement officers at more at risk than they
have ever been.
The leadership of the
Belize Police Force is taking
nothing for granted and has

citizens and communities safe.
This past week, at the
National Police Training Academy in Belmopan, Twenty (20)
officers from various formations and branches around the
country undertook yet another

Mr. Elodio Aragon Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Police

Ms Jill Muncy - US Embassy
Coordinator- Security Program

aw enforcement officers spend a large
portion of the lives
looking out for the
safety mad security
of others. Too many of us take
this for granted, failing to realize the extent which their own
safety and security is threatened while they work to keep
the rest of us safe.
And in these modern
times, when respect for authority in our society seems to

day, October 31, 2013, closing/
Graduation ceremonies were
held for those who attended
the training course.
Speakers at the event
included US Embassy Coordinator of Security Program, Jill
Muncy; Facilitator, Tony Bruno; and Deputy Commissioner
of the Belize Police Force, Elodio Aragon Jr., who delivered
the keynote address. In his
address Deputy CommissionContinued on Page 13

L

NPTA Commandant Justin Palacio, Deputy Compol Elodio Aragon,
US Embassy Coordinator Jill Muncy and Facilitator Tony Bruno

been making every effort to
ensure that its officers at every
level learn, apply and exercise
safety and survival techniques
in their daily duties in order
that they might protect themselves and preserve their own
lives while they execute their
essential function of keep our

course in Safety and Survival
through the assistance of the
United States Government and
under the guidance of senior
personnel from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
The course took place at the
National Police Training Academy in Belmopan. On Thurs-

Group Photo: All the Officers who attended the course, along with Deputy Commissioner Aragon and Commandants of the Training Academy

Certificates presented to officers who attended the course by Deputy Commissioner Elodio Aragon and US Embassy Coordinator Jill Muncy
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Safety and Survival in Law Enforcement
the second most important
entity in the lives of most individuals. Whenever they run
into trouble and their lives are
in danger, the first person they

pated in the course, he reminded them how special they were
to be chosen for such training.
He told them that as individuals they will never be the same

ASP Richard Rosado
Deputy Commandant, NPTA

Mr. Tony Bruno
Facilitator - US Government
Continued from Page 12

er Aragon reminded officers of
the key role they play in providing safety and security to
citizens and the community,
and the importance of protecting themselves at all times,

The Officers who attended and graduated form the Training Course

call upon is God, and then they
shout, “Call the Police!”
Deputy Commissioner
Aragon thanked the US Government for the tremendous
assistance they have provided and continue to provide
in teaching our Belize Police
Officers the critical safety and
survival skills that go a long
way in helping them to protect
themselves and their fellow
colleagues on the job.
To officers who partici-

after undergoing such training, and he exhorted them to
pass on the skills attained to as
many persons in the force with
whom they work and interact
in their field of work.
Speakers from among
the participants included Corporal #46 Christine Avila, who
spoke about the importance
of the training to her and to
her colleagues, and also gave
an overview of the course; PC
1176 Paul Lewis, who did the

Invocation; and Sergeant #204
Lennox Broaster, who gave the
Vote of Thanks. Master of Ceremonies was Assistant Commissioner of Police Richard
Rosado, Deputy Commandant
of the National Police Training
Academy. The presentation of

Sergeant 204 Lennox Broaster
gave the Vote of Thanks

Corporal #46 Christine Avila
Importance and Overview

thereby ensuring that after a
hard day’s work, they return
home safely to their families, in
order that they might continue
that essential service the following day. He remarked that,
in a sense, the Police represent

certificates was done by Commandant of the Police National Training Academy Mr. Justin
Palacio, Deputy Commissioner of Police Elodio Aragon and
Ms Jill Muncy of the US Embassy Coordinator.

Gifts of appreciation presented to US Facilitators of the Training

Certificates presented to officers who attended the course by Deputy Commissioner Elodio Aragon and US Embassy Coordinator Jill Muncy
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“Viciously false and malicious story concocted about him by Channel 5 and its agent”

T

he Hon Edmond Castro,
Minister
of
State in the
Ministry of
Works and Transport, utterly rejects and condemns
the viciously false and
malicious story concocted about him by Channel
5 and its agent, and aired
three consecutive nights
last week.
That story alleges
that Hon. Castro collected four hundred thousand
dollars as payment for having procured the issuance
of two hundred Belize visas at the behest of a woman that is the source and
co-fabricator of the Channel 5 story.
Hon. Castro makes
clear that the allegation is
a lie. He was never engaged
in any visa ring, and never collected a penny from
the woman now turned
self-proclaimed
whistleblower.
Some time ago the
woman, one Alverine Burgess, did visit Hon. Castro
at his office to seek his assistance. The woman asked
Hon. Castro to write a letter recommending consideration of five visa applications that she was going to
lodge with the Department
of Immigration. Members
of the public, as is well
known, ask ministers to
write letters of recommendation all the time in connection with various matters; because Hon. Castro
knew Mrs. Burgess and her
husband, he wrote a gener-

Hon. Edmund Castro - Area Representative - Belize Rural North

ic letter to the Department
asking for consideration for
the five visa applications.
That was the one
and only time Hon. Castro
wrote such a letter for Mrs.
Burgess. Minister Castro
points out that he has no
authority and is unable to
procure visas for anyone.
The recommendation that
he wrote for Alverine Bur-

gess on the one occasion,
was consistent with his
role as a politician/public
servant. As in all such cases, it was thereafter left to
the Director of Immigration to decide whether or
not the applications were
in order and visas ought
to be granted. The Minister is upset and angry that
Alverine Burgess, to whom

he tried to show courtesy
and helpfulness as a citizen
of Belize, should now turn
around and lie so shamelessly on him.
In denouncing Channel 5 and Alverine Burgess,
Hon. Castro points out that
they have failed to produce
a shred of evidence as to
any wrongdoing or acceptance of money on his part.
Yet the station not only locally aired Burgess’ false
story that so maligned the
Minister, but did so internationally as well via regional affiliates. It is reprehensible behaviour. But it
is not surprising on the part
of an entity that has proven
over and over that it is interested only in character
assassination for partisan
political purposes, and not
in any sort of fair, accurate
or responsible journalism.
Hon. Castro has retained legal services in
launching a suit to demand
a retraction, apology and
damages from both Burgess and Channel 5.
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Saving Lives On The Road
Signing of Contract for Road Safety Project

T

he Government
of Belize through
the
Ministry
of Finance and
Economic Development, in keeping with
the long-term Vision for improvement in road safety, that
through an integrated and
comprehensive approach, together with demonstrated respect between all road users,
the frequency and severity of
traffic collisions (road trauma) is reduced, is pleased to
announce the award of con-

Signing the Contract: for the Design and Certification Consultancy
Mrs. Yvonne Hyde, CEO in the Ministry of Economic Development;
and Dwayne Thurton of Anthony Thurton and Associates Limited

CEO Min. of Works & Transport Errol Gentle; CEO Min. of Economic Development, Yvonne Hyde,
Dwayne Thurton of Anthony Thurton & Associates; James Robinson, Engineer, Belmopan City Council

tract to Anthony Thurton and
Associates Ltd. for the Design
and Certification Consultancy.
The Belize Road Safety Demonstration Corridor
Project is a first step in developing a comprehensive and
longterm road safety strategy. The project was officially launched on 14th March
2013 and is being implemented through a BZ$14,495,000
loan from the CDB, and GOB
counterpart contribution of
BZ$3,191,000. The objective of
the Design and Certification
Consultancy is to provide independent inspection and
certification of the road safety infrastructure works being
funded under the Loan.
In addition, design services are required for a new
roundabout to be located at
the junction of the Western
(George Price) and Hummingbird Highways as well

as design services for the Belmopan Works. The services
of the Consultancy Firm will
be required over an 18-month
period to undertake the various activities in Certification
and Design Services.
The signing of contract
took place at 1:30 pm on October 23, 2013 at the Ministry
of Finance and Economic Development Conference Room
in Belmopan. Ms. Yvonne
Hyde, Chief Executive Officer, Economic Development
signed the contract on behalf
of the Government of Belize
in presence of Mr. Errol Gentle, Chief Executive Officer,
Ministry of Works and Transport.
(Thanks to all those
who participated and for
those who contributed in any
way possible. Belize can contribute in saving lives on the
road. Let’s join the United
Nations’ Decade of Action for

Road Safety 2011-2020, which
aims to reduce road deaths
and injuries across the world.
Nearly 1.3 million people
die every year on the world’s
roads, and up to 50 million
are injured; 90% of casualties
from road deaths occur in developing countries; annual
road traffic deaths are forecast to rise to 1.9 million people by 2020; road traffic injuries are the number one cause
of death for young people
worldwide; by 2015 road traffic injuries will be the leading
health burden for children
over the age of five years in
developing countries; the
economic cost to developing
countries is at least $100 billion a year; road traffic injuries place an immense burden
on hospitals and health systems generally; and working
together, it is believed that
road crashes are preventable.
(Press Release - Ministry of
Economic Development)
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Public-Private Sector Partnership

DPM Gaspar Vega Advances Agriculture Agenda

Meeting With Producers in the Aquaculture Industry

T

wo Thursdays ago,
Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Gaspar
Vega, Minister of
Natural Resources
and Agriculture, traveled south
to meet with key players in the
Aquaculture Industry.
The Deputy Prime Minister and his team, including
CEO for Agriculture Jose Alpuche and three -term UDP Stann
Creek Area Representative
Melvin Hulse, met with representatives of six major companies that make up the Shrimp
Growers of Belize Association.

Those companies include Aqua
Mar Belize Limited, represented
by Mike Dunker; Belize Aquaculture Limited, owned by the
Bowen Group with new investment by a group out of Thailand;
Texmar Belize Limited, represented by Anthony Chaplin and
Hilly Muschamp; Royal Mayan
Shrimp Farm, represented by its
Managing Director, Alvin Henderson; Paradise Shrimp Farm
represented by Hank Williams;
and Cardeli Shrimp Farm, represented by its owner Linda
Cardeli Thornton. The meeting
took place at Belize Aquaculture

Limited where the Minister and
his team got a full tour of the facilities.
Secretary of the Shrimp
Growers of Belize Association
of Belize, Alvin Henderson, told
us Belize Aquaculture Limited
had been out of operation for
two years, but is now undergoing massive expansion. He said
all shrimp farms in the south
are currently expanding, and
he expects the country’s overall earnings from this industry
which stood at $42 Million last
year to double this year to over
$80 Million. Shrimp production

accounts for around 7 percent
of hard currency earnings from
the Productive Sector, and is
increasing significantly both in
actual figures and percentage.
Henderson
described
the meeting with Deputy Prime
Minister Vega as open, sincere
and very productive. Acting
Chairman of the Association,
Mike Dunker, also expressed
great satisfaction. He said the
Minister and his Agriculture
CEO, Jose Alpuche both demonstrated great understanding
and appreciation of the issues
that are vital to the industry.
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Public-Private Sector Partnership

DPM Gaspar Vega Advances Agriculture Agenda

Meeting with Grain Growers & Agro-Productive Sector

O

n Wednesday
October 23, 2013
following
his meeting
with members of the Belize
Livestock Producers Association, Deputy Prime Minister
Hon. Gaspar Vega traveled to
Spanish Lookout for a similar meeting with a number
of key stakeholders in the
Agriculture Industry, mainly

members of the Belize Grain
Growers Association and the
Belize Agro-Productive Sector Group.
Some of the major
players who attended the
meeting were, Henry Wolfe,
Ronald K Reimer, Frank Redmond, John Carr and Albert
Reimer from the Belize Grain
Growers Association; Henry
Canton and Dale Young from
the Agro-Productive Sector,

along with consultant Hugh
Obrien; Clarence Dueck,
Otto Penner, Norman Reimer
and Otto Friesen, all farmers
and businessmen.
The Deputy Prime
Minister was also accompanied by his CEO in the Ministry of Agriculture, Jose Alpuche; Acting Chief Agriculture
Officer Roberto Harrison and
his assistant Belarmino Esquivel; and Executive Chair-

man of the Belize Agriculture
Health Authorities (BAHA),
Emir Cruz.
Discussed was a wide
range of issues affecting the
productive sector and the
specific areas represented.
Those who attended
the meeting said they were
very thankful for the opportunity to meet and converse
openly with the Deputy
Prime Minister and his team.
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Public-Private Sector Partnership

DPM Gaspar Vega Advances Agriculture Agenda

Meeting with Belize Livestock Producers Association

S

hortly after assuming
responsibility for the
Ministry of Agriculture
back in 2012, Deputy
Prime Minister Hon.
Gaspar Vega made the following comments about the Cattle Sweep Project to enable the
exportation of Belizean Cattle
particularly to Mexico:
“This is history in the
making; not only because we are
achieving financially so much
more resources, but because of
the new direction that we’re taking; and when I say, we are tak-

ing, it’s we the government and
the private sector. It is the first
time that a government agency
is not dictating but assisting the
private sector in ensuring that
they maximize their profitability, their productivity; and that,
I believe, is what makes me so
proud.”
Further
commenting
on his philosophy of fostering
a strong public-private sector partnership, Hon. Vega remarked, “I must say that from
the time we took over Agriculture, CEO Alpuche and I have

had one thing in common, it
was to ensure that we are seen
as a facilitator rather than dictator. We want to assist; we want
to gain the confidence of all
the cattle farmers, not for the
government to make a profit,
but for the farmers to be more
productive. At the end of the
day, if the farmers make bigger
profits, the government will get
its share; the country will move
forward. The country will start
seeing the development that we
all wish and we so deserve.”
It was in this continuing

spirit of partnership and national unity that Deputy Prime
Minister Vega and his team
from the Ministry of Agriculture met last Wednesday, October 23, 2013 with members of
the Belize Livestock Producers
Association.
The meeting was well-attended by major stakeholders
in the livestock industry who all
described the discussion as very
open, sincere and productive. It
was held at a private resort operated by owners of Running W
Meats in Central Farm, Cayo.
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Public-Private Sector Partnership

DPM Gaspar Vega Advances Agriculture Agenda

Touring Running W Brand Meats Processing Plant

L

ast Wednesday, October 23, 2013, prior to
his meeting with the
Belize Livestock Producers Association,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Natural Resources
and Agriculture, Hon. Gaspar
Vega, toured the facilities of
Running W. Meats, a local Belizean Company that produces
mainly beef and pork products.
The Deputy Prime Minister was accompanied by CEO
in the Ministry of Agriculture,

Jose Alpuche; Acting Chief Agriculture Officer Roberto Harrison and his assistant Belarmino
Esquivel; and Executive Chairman of the Belize Agriculture
Health Authorities (BAHA),
Emir Cruz.
Started way back in
1983, Running W is this month
(October) celebrating its 30th
year in business. The company
grows a lot of its own cattle, focusing on a cow-calf operation,
a steer fattening operation, and
a meat processing plant. It has

become one of the largest meat
processors in Belize, supplying
fresh cuts and processed meats
of primarily beef and pork. The
owners of the company have
been innovators in the industry
in Belize, continuing to develop new practices to ensure increased and improved service to
an ever-growing market. Running W is a conservation oriented company, all its operations
being conducted in an environmentally conscious manner,
preserving wildlife corridors

with a minimum of 10 percent
of its property as a reserve, enabling it to also attract tourism
through its bird-watching trails.
The company operates an integrated farming system with all
its waste, including bone from
the meat plant, being burned
and converted for use as fertilizers mainly for its citrus groves.
The tour was conducted
by Owner/Manager, Escander
Bedran, and his daughter, Alexandra Bedran, who is the company’s Marketing Director.

A “Soft” Handover Ceremony
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Hospital Receives Antimicrobial-Treated Pillows

M

inister
of
Health, Hon.
Pablo Marin
was on hand
at the Karl
Heusner Memorial Hospital on
October 22, 2013 for the handover of approximately 300 pillows donated by the Belize Dry
Cleaners for hospitals across the
country.
The antimicrobial treated pillows measure 20” X 26”
and are filled with 8oz garneted
polyester. The pillows have soft
polypropylene stitching and
they are fluid proof, wipeable
and flame resistant.
The pillows will be delivered over the next couple days
to five hospitals: Karl Heusner

Lascelle Arnold of Belize Dry Cleaners; Minister of Health
Hon. Pablo Marin; and CEO of KHMH Doctor Gary Longsworth
Memorial Hospital, Western
Regional Hospital, Northern
Regional Hospital, San Ignacio Community Hospital and
Corozal Community Hospital.

During the brief handing over, Minister Marin commented that “the donation of
these pillows will help in our efforts to provide the best quality

of care for the public, especially
when they are required to stay
in a bed for treatment or recovery purposes.”
The pillows were handed
over by the Managing Director
of Belize Dry Cleaners, Mr. Lascelle Arnold.
Arnold said they saw the
need to donate the premium
quality pillows because “they
will undoubtedly be beneficial
for the purposes of infection
control.”
The Ministry of Health
says it greatly appreciates the
donation and we are committed
to maintaining a working relationship with the business community to partner in the development of our health system.

UN & UB Team up for Youth Development
Workshop on Social Audit for Young Belizean Leaders

T

Daniel Alemu of UNDP and UB President Doctor Cary Fraser

he United Nations
Development
Programme
in
partnership with the
University of Belize
hosted a two day Social Audit
Workshop for young Belizean
leaders and Entrepreneurs at
the University of Belize, Central
Farm Campus, Cayo District on
October 25 -26, 2013.
A total of 34 youth
leaders, women and men
equally represented, between
the ages of 18-29, from tertiary
level
student
government
bodies as well from civil society
organizations participated in
the Social Audit Workshop.
The workshop focused
on the rights young people
have to participate in auditing
exercises of their government.
The facilitators explained that
it is a must to train youth on
technical skills of social auditing
and the ability to analyze and

interpret public information.
Social auditing gives people the
skills to answer questions that
citizens ask, and have the right
to know about the government.
A social audit is an
accountability
mechanism
where citizens organize and
mobilize to evaluate or audit a
government’s performance and
policy decisions. It rests on the
premise that when officials are
watched and monitored, they

Group Photo at the Workshop - October 25 - 2013
feel greater pressure to respond
to their constituents’ demands
and have fewer incentives to
abuse their power.
Objectives
of
the
workshopwere the enhancement
of youth civic engagement to
support demands for greater
social
accountability;
the
promotion of the development
of management, leadership
and
practical
skills
for
social audit from different

Social Audit Trainees on October 26 - 2013

dimensions, such as political,
social, technical and collective
action, among youth leaders in
Belize; the strengthening and
enhancing of management,
policy and technical skills, for
the design, implementation,
communication and evaluation
of social audit processes; and
the provision of analytical tools
for application.
The
workshop
culminated with a small
ceremony
at
which
the
participants
received
a
certificate of completion and
all the tools needed to conduct
a social audit. Facilitators for
the workshop were Gerardo
Berthin,
Regional
Policy
Advisor in Local Governance
and Decentralization, Terri-Ann
Gilbert-Roberts,
Consultant
in Democratic Governance
and Youth Participation Issues
and Amram Lemoth, Youth
Facilitator.
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Three Outstanding Belizeans Honored
For Contribution to Education, Music & Politics

O

n October
23, 2003,
at the at
the Belize
House,
in Belmopan, three Belizean men were appointed to
the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire for their
outstanding and selfless service to their communities.
Frank Alexander Lizama and Colville Ludwig
Young Jr. were both appoint-

Honoured Belizeans, Sam Hamilton, Colville Young Jr. and
Frank Lizama along with Governor General Sir Colville Young

ed Order of the British Empire: Mr. Lizama for his contribution to art, education
and politics and Mr. Young
for his contribution to education and music. Receiving
the insignia for Member of
the British Empire was Norman Samuel Elburt Hamilton
for his contribution to music.
The
appointments were announced in
June 2013 as a part of the
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

11th ANNUAL OOCUR CONFERENCE
Challenges to Regulatory Power in Borderless Societies
Radisson Fort George Hotel, Belize City
November 6-8, 2013
The Organization of Caribbean Utility Regulators (OOCUR) and the Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
are pleased to announce that Belize will host the 11th Annual OOCUR Conference to be held November 6-8,
2013, at the Radisson Fort George Hotel in Belize City, under the theme: “Challenges to Regulatory Power in
Borderless Societies”.

Governor General Sir Colville Young
bestows honour on Frank Lizama

The annual conference is a key tool for achieving OOCUR’s objectives to foster and promote transparent and
stable utility regulation through autonomous and independent regulators in Caribbean and associated countries;
to undertake research and training for the further improvement and development of its members; and to
facilitate better understanding of regulation issues and promote the sharing of information and experience
among its members.
Topics to be covered over the three day conference will include issues and new developments critical to utility
operation and regulation that impact the economic and social development of the countries and peoples
represented by the members of OOCUR.
OOCUR and the PUC hereby extend an invitation to all Belizeans, particularly those involved in the electricity,
telecommunications and water & sewerage sectors, to attend the conference and take advantage of this
opportunity to become active participants in setting the stage for future innovation and improvement in utility
regulation in Belize and the wider Caribbean.
To register to attend the 11th Annual OOCUR Conference, please visit www.puc.bz or contact the PUC at 41
Gabourel Lane, Belize City, by email at oocurregistration@puc.bz, or by telephone at 223-4938. The deadline
for registration is 5:00pm on Thursday, October 31, 2013
Registration fees are:

Governor General Sir Colville Young
bestows honour on Colville Ludwig Young Jr.

US$1,000.00 for non-members
US$500.00 for members

In order to encourage greater local participation, the PUC is offering to pay 50% of the registration fee for up to
15 Belizeans wishing to attend on an as-needed and first come/first serve basis. Belizeans wishing to take
advantage of this offer by the PUC should contact the PUC by email at oocurregistration@puc.bz before
October 24, 2013, to present their justification for receiving this subsidy.
For more information, please contact the PUC or view updates on the PUC website at www.puc.bz; and for
additional general information on the conference, please visit the OOCUR website at www.oocur.org.
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BDF leads - Bandits Third
Bad Weather Interrupts Belikin Cup PLB Football

T

he Belize De-

Police headline striker

fence Force team

Harrison “Kafu” Roches looked

remains

to score early when he beat his

feated

undein

the

man, but Bandits’ goalie Wood-

2013 Belikin Cup

row West beat him to the ball.

Premier League Football Com-

Lennox “Criminal” Cas-

petition with 9 points obtained

tillo stole the ball from the Ban-

from 3 wins. They enjoyed their

dits’ defense and unleashed

third win 2-0 over FC Belize

a right foot unguided mis-

at the Carl Ramos Stadium in

sile that was above the target.

Dangriga two Saturdays ago.

Lady luck smiled on Po-

Stephen Martinez scored

lice goalie Jamie Brooks when

the Belize Defence Force’s first

Jerome “Jaro” James failed to

winning goal in the eight min-

catch up to a forward push from

ute to lead 1-0 up to the half

Elroy Kuylen, and Deon McCau-

time break. The BDF defend-

ley darted into the goal upright

ers shut out FC Belize for 90

but could not connect with

minutes of regulation time,
and Tarrel Flores came off the

David Trapp made a pass to Deon
McCauley which he failed to convert
BDF bench to

International Goleador Deon McCauley scored the only goal
for the Belmopan Bandits’ 1-0 Victory over Police United FC

Trevor Lennon of Police United FC vs
Deris Benavides of the Belmopan Bandits

the cross from David Trapp.
Deon McCauley even-

Elroy Kuylen had some brilliant passes
and shots at goal which failed to convert
tually lived up to his billing

score a sec-

2014

ond goal in injury time to seal

as the FIFA World Cup

the 2-0 victory over FC Belize.

qualifiers top striker when he

now

connected to a pass from El-

in Fourth Place with Four

roy Kuylen, beat his man and

FC

Belize

are

bounced the ball into the net,

points from a win and a draw.

as the Bandits took a 1-zip

The Belmopan Bandits

lead into the half time break.

remain at Third Place in the Pre-

Police United’s Bernard

mier League of Belize, with Sev-

Linares attempted to respond

en points from Two wins and

almost

a draw, after they schooled cel-

thorigh

the exceution of a free kick, but

lar-dwellers Police United FC 1-0

Woodrow West punched the

at the Isidoro Beaton Stadium
in Belmopan two Saturdays ago.

immediately

Floyd Jones of the Belmopan Bandits

Continued on Page 23
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BDF leads - Bandits Third
Bad Weather Interrupts Belikin Cup PLB Football

Continued from Page 22

dom Fighters are currently

ball clear. Danny Jimenez and

in Second Place with Seven

Bernard Linares kept trying for

(7) points, despite a 1-0 loss.

the equalizer, but the spectac-

The schedule for the

ular Woodrow West was always

past week was to have featured

there and always step ahead.

three Sunday afternoon games,

denied

the Paradise Freedom Fight-

Elroy Kuylen’s left foot shot,

ers hosting the Police United

but was kept on his toes when

at the Toledo Union Field in

Bandits’ coach Edmund “Buz-

Punta Gorda; San Ignacio Unit-

zard” Pandy brought in De-

ed looking to ambush the Be-

ris

lize Defence Force Team at the

Jamie

Brooks

“Colombia”

Benavides,
and

Norman Broaster Stadium in

Peyrefitte.

San Ignacio; and Verdes visiting

The Police also brought

FC Belize at the MCC. But as

in Delroy Flores and Clif-

with almost everything else,this

ton West, but they fizzled

past weekend, the relentless

Gilbert

“Hoof”

Brandon

Swazo

like a firecracker in the rain.
Verdes FC posted their

Devon Makin of Police United Fc vs
Elroy Kuylen of the Belmopan Bandits

rains led to the postponement

Danny Jimenez of Police United FC was relentless in his
attempt at an equalizer but could not convert

Lennox “Criminal” Castillo of Police United
stole the ball but could not connect and score

of all games on the schedule.

Elroy Kuylnen of the Belmopan Bandits in
one of his many attempts at scoring

first win, moving up to Fifth

Those games will, nat-

Place in the Belikin Cup Pre-

urally, have to be re-scheduled

mier League Football of Be-

by organizers of the Belikin

lize Competition with a nar-

Cup Premier League of Belize.

row 1-0 win over the Paradise

This coming weekend,

Freedom Fighters of Toledo

here is how the schedule looks

in a Saturday Night game at

for Week Six: The Police face

the Marchalleck Stadium in

FC Belize at the Isidoro Beaton

the Western Border

Town

Stadium in Belmopan; the Bel-

of Benque Viejo del Carmen.

mopan Bandits travel to Dan-

Nahjib

Guerra

came

griga where they will take on

off the Verdes’ bench to score

the Belize Defence Force inside

the winning goal in the Thir-

the Carl Ramos Stadium; and

ty Third minute of the game.
Verdes’ Paradise Free-

Outstanding Belmopan Bandits Defender Jerome James
against Chris Gilharry of Police United FC

Verdes hosts San Ignacio United
inside the Marshallek Stadium.
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