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Full Report on Prime Minister’s Quarterly Update

Record-Breaking Turnout !
42,000 Attend Agriculture & Trade Show

W

hat you put
in is what you
get out. It’s
an old saying
that’s as true as it is trite. Perhaps more appropriate in this
instance (since Agriculture
is at the center of the event in
question) is the good old Bible
version, which goes: “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” (Galatians 6:7).
Never before has so
much been invested in Belize’s
Annual National Agriculture
and Trade Show; and just as
surely, never before have the rewards been as great. Ticket sales
for last weekend’s Agriculture
and Trade Show indicate that a
record-breaking 42,000 persons
visited the show grounds over
the weekend, Saturday and Sunday, May 4 and 5, 2013. And receipts from the event were over
$200 Thousand which, as noted by Minister of Agriculture

A small sample of the record-breaking crowd that descended on the
Agriculture and Trade Show Grounds in Belmopan over the weekend
and Natural Resources, Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Gaspar Vega, is about double what
the best performance of the
show was in any previous year.
It did not happen automatically; far from it. This record
turnout and performance last

weekend was the culmination
of the first phase of an arduous
and ambitious undertaking to
upgrade the National Agriculture and Trade Show Grounds
at the entrance of the Capital
City, Belmopan, and better organize and promote the event

itself which occurs annually.
It’s an initiative that is
being led by Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Gaspar Vega;
his Chief Executive Officer
in that Ministry, Jose Alpuche; and Chief Agriculture
Officer, Eugene Waight, with
the full participation of the
entire staff in the Ministry.
“Earlier this year, we
completed architectural designs
and went looking for potential
sponsors to underwrite this first
phase of construction,” Hon.
Vega remarked in his Keynote
address delivered at the Official
Opening of this year’s National
Agriculture and Trade Show at
the newly renovated grounds
Friday Afternoon, May 3, 2013.
“I must say we hit fertile ground once we explained
the core concept. Our mission
is to build durable, all-weathContinued on Page 4

New British High Commissioner to Belize

H.E. Peter Hughes, New British
High Commissioner to Belize

N

ews has been received of the appointment of a
new British High Commissioner

to Belize. He is H.E. Peter Hughes
and his appointment will take effect in August of this year, 2013.
Mr. Hughes is described
as a British Diplomat with extensive
experience,
having
served as Ambassador in a wide
cross-section of countries and
regions. including the Caribbean, Australia, Afghanistan,
South Asia and North East Asia.
Speaking
of
his
new
appointment
to
Belize, Mr. Hughes commented:
“It is a great privilege to
have been given this opportunity
to represent the United Kingdom
in Belize. I hope to build on the
enduring friendship between our
two countries, and look forward
to working closely with the Government and people of Belize to
support our shared objective of

a secure and prosperous future.”
The new British High
Commissioner will replace H.E.
Pat Ashworth, who served a term
extending beyond the regular 3
years for which such High Commissioners are usually appointed. We can say, from our personal encounters with him, that Mr.
Pat Ashworth has been one of the
most charismatic, engaging and
outgoing British High Commissioners ever appointed to Belize.
Most recently, we met him
socializing and taking photographs
with Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Agriculture Hon. Gaspar Vega and a number of other
Belizean folks at the National Agriculture and Trade Show held in
Belmopan over the past weekend.
We send our best wishes
to Mr. Pat Ashworth who we un-

H.E. Pat Ashworth, Current
British High Commissioner
derstand is retiring from the British Foreign Service, even as we get
ready to welcome to new British
High Commissioner, Mr. Hughes.
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From the Desk
of the Chairman
Small Nation - Great Things!

Delroy Cuthkelvin
Chairman, Editorial Board

W

h atever the
story is,
statistics often tell no
more than half of it.
Indeed, the official figures show
that the Belize Economy is doing well, especially when viewed
in comparison to
other economies in
the region and the
world. That is, of
course, only half the
story. The other half
is being graphically
told by the economic activity we see
around the Country.
One of the
many episodes in the
compelling account
of a rebounding and
advancing
Belizean Economy features a private-sector project officially
launched just two
weeks ago in the Belmopan area, as documented elsewhere
in this edition. It’s
called Egoli Estate

and is an ambitious,
modern, high-standard
residential
project with strong
backing from the
commercial banking community. It is,
among so many other
visible signs, a clear
indication that there
is great confidence in
the Belize Economy.
Another stupendous chapter was
written just this past
weekend as the Annual National Agriculture and Trade
Show, again with
strong support from
the business community, registered its
best turnout ever, as
42 Thousand persons
visited the grounds
during the main two
days of the event;
and sales amounted
to over $200 Thousand as a result.
As we reported in our last edition, confirmed by
the Prime Minister in his Quarterly
Press
Conference,
the Tourism Industry recorded significant growth in the
first three months of
2013, and is poised
for further growth
with new investments all around.
As the Prime
Minister also reported, all other sectors show massive
investments
with

new capital, both
local and foreign.
In
Aquaculture, for example,
Farm Shrimp this
year is forecast to increase by 70 percent,
with over 22 Million
pounds expected;
and hard currency
earnings will be not
less than 80 Million
Belize Dollars, which
is about double
what it was last year.
These, as we
said, are only a few of
the compelling signs
of an Economy that
has rebounded dramatically and which
is poised to soar to
higher heights. As
we noted before, the
unfolding economic
success is not automatic. It is the result
of a Government,
led by Prime Minister Dean Barrow,
that has adopted the
right policies over
the past few years to
put in place the right
macro-economic foundation; and
now the private sector, and all who have
a stake, are joining in
and helping to build.
It is the story of
how a small nation
can achieve great
things; so great it
threatens to put to
shame
struggling
economies in major
developed nations.
Let it be written!
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Standings
in Saldivar
Basketball
Classic 2013
First Place

Police Housing Area
3 Wins, 0 Losses

Second Place

Piccini/Cohune Walk
2 Wins, 1 Loss

Third Place

New Site/Central Site
2 Wins, 1 Loss

Fourth Place

Roaring Creek
2 Wins, 2 Losses

Fifth Place

Site Seven
0 Wins, 3 Losses

Sixth Place

Tiger Town/Las Flores
0 Wins, 3 Losses

Leading Scorer:
Dorian Jones
20.12 Points
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Ambassador of Qatar Presents Credentials
Meets Governor General Sir Colville and Prime Minister Barrow

Qatar Ambassador, H.E Sheikh Meshal Bin Hamid
and Governor General of Belize, Sir Colville Young

Belmopan. May 6th, 2013
Today, the Governor
General of Belize, Sir Colville
Young was presented with
credentials from the Ambassador of the State of Qatar to
Belize, His Excellency Sheikh
Meshal Bin Hamid Al-Thani.
In his presentation,

the Sheikh conveyed greetings and best wishes for progress and prosperity to the
Governor General and the
people of Belize on behalf
of His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani,
the Emir of the State of Qatar; H.R.H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani,the Crown

Prime Minister of Belize Hon. Dean Barrow and
Qatar Ambassador, H.E Sheikh Meshal Bin Hamid

Prince of the State of Qatar,
and H.E. Sheikh Hamad bin
Jassim bin Jabor Al-Thani,
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of the State of Qatar.
The Sheikh further expressed the Emir’s pride in
the relations between Belize
and Qatar, and his aspiration
to build strong relations at all

levels to serve the common
interests of both countries.
During his visit, the
Ambassador met with Prime
Minister Dean Barrow and
also presented his credentials to Foreign Minister,
Hon. Wilfred Elrington and
CEO, H.E. Alexis Rosado.

Some Quick Facts About Qatar
Qatar is a small
country that resides on
the western side of the
Arabian Gulf as part of
the Arabian Peninsula.
It is a member of the
GCC countries which
contains several other
gulf countries like Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates (UAE).
The
majority of people in Qatar
are Muslims, and the
citizens speak Arabic,
although English is a
very widespread language there, because
of the huge number
of employees from
Europe and North
America. The Qatari
people are very friendly, and they embrace, and most
of the time they tolerate foreign visitors’ cultures, while
holding on tightly to their own.
The population of Qatar
is around 1.9 million people, but

Qatar’s Spectacular West Bay is fast becoming an iconic image
of the rapidly changing face of the oil-rich nations
most of them are not citizens.
Less than 250,000 (around 13
percent) are considered to be citizens. The rest are there to work.
The majority of the foreigners
there are from East Asia; from

countries like India and Pakistan.
Previously known for the
production of pearl and fishing as
the main economic activities, Qatar is now known to be rich with
its oil and natural gas resources,

which make it one of
the wealthiest nation’s
in the world, with over
100 Billion USD each
year income for less
than 250,000 citizens.
These
huge
amounts of natural gas
and oil produced enable
Qatar to have the money to build its modern
society and to invest
in the capital market
all around the world.
Except for the
summer, Qatar has excellent weather conditions most of the
year with nice wind
and winter that is not
cold. In the summer
the humidity reaches to a very high level, specifically in the night.
The
city
of
Doha
is the capital of Qatar.
The small, wealthy nation
of Qatar won the bid to host the
FIFA World Cup Playoffs in 2022.

Page 4

Capital Weekly

Sunday, May 12, 2013

Record-Breaking Turnout !
42,000 Attend Agriculture & Trade Show
ture Show Grounds. Hon. Vega
recounted the conception of the
vision and how the fulfillment
quickly began taking shape.
Commenting on the effective partnership between the
Government and Private Sector in this initiative, Hon. Vega
remarked, “You will note that

for the Annual National Agriculture and Trade Show is not just
about infrastructure. It’s about
the event itself, about development, and about people. With
this in mind, when the renovations for the first phase were
already in progress, CEO for
the Ministry of Agriculture Jose

Thousands walk the show grounds
Continued from Page 1
er infrastructure that will allow
the grounds to be used 365 days
a year and not only three days
as is now the case. In short, we
will create a national exhibition
venue, a facility that is sorely
lacking in the entire country of
Belize.” The effort was enthusiastically joined and supported,
financially and otherwise, by an

ter and Minister of Agriculture
Hon. Gaspar Vega noted in his
opening address, “Belize Telemedia joined in sponsoring the
Visitors’ Centre; Bowen and
Bowen joined in sponsoring
the Rodeo Gallery; the Spanish
Lookout Community joined in
sponsoring the Food Court, and
jointly the Government of Belize and the Venezuelan ALBA

Belize Telemedia drew large crowds with its attractive deals
private sector contribution to
this first phase of construction
was significantly higher than
government contribution. In
fact, private sector participation accounted for more than
50 percent! This is testament to
their confidence that the money
would be spent wisely. Even in

Alpuche and Chief Agriculture
Officer Eugene Waight invited
members of the media to see
the works that were in progress,
to communicate what the vision
was, and to call for the full support of the entire community.
During that weekend tour, CEO
Alpuche explained to the media:

Westrac Displays John Deere Tractors
unprecedented line-up of businesses, corporations, agencies
and communities. Leading the
pack have been Belize Telemedia Limited (BTL), Bowen and
Bowen, the Spanish Lookout
Community, the Development

Funds sponsored the Multipurpose Centre; Wood Stop sponsored the two Kids Stop playgrounds; DFC sponsored park
benches and picnic tables; and
many others joined to improve
the services on the grounds.”

Central Farm Sign adorned with fruits and grains,
One of the features that fascinated many visitors
this case, we can say again, we
“A couple months ago, we
facilitate, confidence develops, started looking at the grounds
the private sector invests, and with two things in mind; one
Belize and all Belizeans prosper.” to begin building very much
The commendable more durable infrastructure;
joint-initiative and new vision
Continued on Page 5

Show Ground Visitors looking for deals on crops and produce
Finance Corporation (DFC),
Joe Mena’s Wood Stop, the Venezuelan and Taiwanese Government’s representatives and
technical missions in Belize.
As Deputy Prime Minis-

The result of all this is a
venue that has been dramatically improved this year in what is
only, as we noted earlier, the first
phase of a five-year master plan
to upgrade the National Agricul-

Aquaculture Display Pond sponsored by Taiwanese Mission
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42,000 Attend Agriculture & Trade Show
Continued from Page 4
and two, to develop the grounds
for use for more than just the
one occasion of the show. With
that in mind, we started doing
some planning. There’s already
in existence a broad master
plan. We looked at that. We’re

to have the cooperation, the
very willing cooperation of
B.T.L., of Bowen and Bowen,
and of the Mennonite Community of Spanish Lookout.
If you notice, we’re changing the entrance of the ground.
We’re now putting in a slip road
for safety, so that vehicles come

Thousands Crowded the Rodeo Arena
following a bit of that. We’ve
sought assistance from the private sector and Government
to start four projects this year
which fall into the general master plan, but also too, after this
show, we will spend some time
in deeper consultation with the
private sector, with the users of

off the highway and come into
this slip road to drop off and
pick up visitors to the grounds;
that’s this facility right out here.
The building being constructed
in the middle of the slip road
is a new visitors’ center, ticket
booth, security checks. That’s
a building fully sponsored by

Horse men doing their thing
in the very popular Rodeo

Local Singer, El Buki, on
horseback serenading

for proper exhibition ground,
this smaller portion here.
We’ll be putting in new parking and developing the booths.
So BTL is sponsoring
the entrance center and ticket
booth; Government of Belize is
doing the main stage, which is
this big building going up here;

and more agricultural and trade
activities, encourage more agro
industries and farmers participation to the show, and expanding
it to entities within the sector.
What they are displaying to you is
in terms of the show, in terms of
the infrastructural development.
Another aspect that we

Hon. Gaspar Vega, Mrs Vega and Friends watching the
Show from the New Building at the Rodeo Arena

Hon. Gaspar Vega and
Businessman, Joe Mena

Hon. Elvin Penner and Mrs.
Penner enjoying the Rodeo

the ground, to see how best we
can finalize the development.
We’ve started what is
considered to be a five-year
development plan; and in this
first year, we’ve been very lucky

BTL. This then leads into what
is now becoming a new area
that we hope to develop; this
entire area here, we hope to develop as a smaller portion of the
ground for multi-purpose use;

Bowen and Bowen is building a
new rodeo gallery for the rodeo
arena, one of the main attractions of the show; and then the
Spanish Lookout community is
building a six-unit food court
just in front of the rodeo gallery.”

will also see today is a different layout of the grounds where
we are trying to move the crowd
that is usually in the main street
into secondary rows. This not
only will move crowds from off
that main street, but will also al-

The New Building at the Rodeo Arena

Thousands walking through the show grounds

In terms of the event itself,
Chief Agriculture Officer Eugene
Waight had explained: “This is
one of the biggest shows in Belize
and the biggest Agricultural and
Trade Show. And over the years,
we have tried to incorporate more

low for other businesses, enterprises or people that want to do
any other type of activity, rather
than being on the main street. So
we’ve expanded that area. We
have also included some other inContinued on Page 7
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Faith Lift
The Judgment is
Already Declared!

By Zelda Hill

H

aving
t h e
forek n owl edge from Scripture of
how the war against evil
will end should urge
more people to enlist on
the side of righteousness.
History also has
proven that whenever
you choose to stand on
any side that God has
endorsed, you are always
on the winning side. For
these reasons it is distressing to see that the
current debate on the
decriminalization of homosexuality has upset
and divided a nation that
once acknowledged the
supremacy of God and
esteemed His decrees.
Our god-fearing
grandparents
would
“turn in their graves”
to know that their children have exchanged the
light of Scripture for an
‘enlightened’ doctrine,
which compels us to examine our traditional
moral convictions and
to consider removing
our ancient spiritual
landmarks. And as the
battle progresses to the
courtroom, it seems that
many are awaiting the
judge’s decision to endorse or to redefine their
personal
convictions.
Long before we
were born, the arguments had been made
and the ruling had been
declared.
The Intelligent Designer, Creator
and Supreme Judge has
already declared His ruling against all activities

that are contrary to His
master plan for creation.
God did not arbitrarily rule; In His infinite wisdom and love
He outlawed the activities that would be sorrowful and detrimental

knowledge a Creator, we
also fail to accept truth
and the way He created us to be and to live.
Those of us who accept God’s ruling as truth
are still engaged in battle
in this sphere. Though os-

We are citizens of this
Country, and therefore, every
law we create, amend or
remove will influence the moral
climate we and our future
generations will live in. We
await the verdict of our courts;
not as a determination of
wrong or right, but as a measuring tool indicating our
moral bearings as a nation.
to the quality of life he
had envisioned for His
handiwork. God knew
that when He endowed
us with free-will, there
was the possibility that
some would deny His invisible qualities, eternal
power and divine nature.
He knew they
would entertain sinful
desires in their hearts,
which would lead them
to sexual impurity and to
every kind of wickedness,
evil, greed, depravity,
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice (Romans
1: 18-32) and that there
would be some, even
people in authority, who
would approve of and become enslaved by those
who practice these things.
The challenges we
face today is evidence
that when we fail to ac-

tracized, we have a mandate to speak truth since
we are the ‘light’ of the
world and the ‘salt’ of the
earth (Matthew 5:13-14).
We covet God’s
protection and blessing over our nation and
desire that God’s will is
done on earth as it is in
heaven. We also declare
the hope of restoration
through Christ’s forgiveness and healing, which
is available for the wayward, the oppressed
and the oppressor. We

fight to retain our moral landmarks so that our
posterity can know and
value the importance
of God’s laws for social
and natural order. Our
victory does not mean
that we resign from confrontation and allow the
rest of the world to reap
the consequences of rejecting God’s judgment.
We are citizens of
this country and therefore, every law we create,
amend or remove will
influence the moral climate we and our future
generations will live in.
We await the verdict of
our courts; not as a determination of wrong or
right ,but as a measuring
tool indicating our moral bearings as a nation.
The same earthly system that allows
contending parties to
present their arguments
before a judge was designed by God. Our
court is a simulation of
the imminent judgment
of every person, including every earthly judge,
who will be tried before
the Righteous Judge.
He is the same God; His
standards never change.
And He will never be
pressured by citizens or
government leaders, individually or collectively,
to entertain an appeal or
to overturn His decision.

Capital Weekly
From the Heart of the Nation
To the Soul of the People

Sunday, May 12, 2013

Capital Weekly

Page 7

Record-Breaking Turnout !
42,000 Attend Agriculture & Trade Show

Continued from Page 5
frastructural development work.
The Minister’s Gallery
(within the Rodeo Arena) is a new
building that will be a much nicer building. We will also bring in
the trained bulls from Guatemala, because if you want to have

and clearly more than satisfied
with the upgraded quality of the
show and all the investments put
in for their benefit and enjoyment.
On Sunday when we visited the show, we were amazed
at the fact that so many activities
were going on all at once, yet ev-

A local band from the Belmopan Area

Thousands entertained by local artist Positive Vibes
inside the New Multi-Puropse Center, organized by Love FM
a good show, you need to have
bulls that are trained. So the Rodeo will also have other activities
and entertainment all the way.”
As it turned out, everything in this first phase of improvement went according to
plan, and the response from the

Love FM, which organized activities on the main stage in the
new Multi-Purpose Centre, clearly stole the show with energetic,
crowd-pleasing performances by
young musical artists like Positive
Vibes and Tapric, backed up by
some of the most versatile home-

ery one of them had strong support
in numbers and participation from
the public. There was for example the Rodeo Arena which was
packed to capacity, even as thousands crowded into and around
the main stage in the newly built
Multi-Purpose Centre. The food-

Garifuna Drummers at the Show Grounds
public was even better than expected. Not only did they turn
out in record numbers—a total
of 42, 000 during the two main
days of the event, resulting in
proceeds of over $200,000.00—
the crowds were also enthusiastic

Neither was there any
shortage of good beverages at affordable prices, including the ever
popular home-brewed Belikin, a
special Chocolate-Stout added to
the menu. But even the drinking
aspect was better organized, as
non-alcoholic sections for fami-

Local Musicians backing Punta Rock Artists
lies and children, were clearly de- grown musicians. That stage also
marcated from those areas where featured one of Belize’s most
such beverages were allowed. consistent musical big bands,
On the softer side, there were, of Gilharry Seven from the North.
course, nutritious and delicious
All in all, the National Agdrinks such as those originating riculture and Trade Show this year
from the South, promoted by the was a spectacular and satisfying
Citrus Products of Belize Limit- event, and that is confirmed by
ed (CPBL) and the Citrus Grow- the unprecedented numbers and
ers Association of Belize (CGA). sales, as well as the unmistakable

courts, meanwhile, were filled
to capacity, and every stall was
being flooded by people securing special deals that businesses and corporations, such as the
telephone companies, BTL and
Smart, were offering for the event.

Tapric entertains the crowd with scintillating Punta Rock

A Punta fanatic doing her thing with Positive Vibes on Stage
Besides the many agri- enthusiasm of the crowds and the
cultural and trade exhibitions and many complimentary comments
promotions, wholesome Belizean and expressions of fulfillment.
music, entertainment and culture
The investments by the
was also on display, as there was Government and Private Sector
Garifuna drumming and various were quite generous, and the relocal musical artists and bands wards were just as great. Indeed,
performing. In this department, just as we sowed, we reaped!

Page 8

Capital Weekly

Sunday, May 12, 2013

Things Looking UP in First Quarter of 2013
Prime Minister Reports to the Nation at Press Conference

I

think I ought to
start by reporting
on the visits that I
had first to New York
and then to Haiti. I was accompanied on the New York leg of
the trip by Ambassador (Mark)
Espat; The purpose of that visit
was two-fold; we went to have
a meeting with the Greylock
people with respect to some
possibilities concerning the 75
Million US Dollar window that,
as part of the agreements governing the restructuring, we’re
allowed in terms of the issue
of additional bonds, over and
above what we now describe as
Super Bond Two. That 75 Million
US Dollars could accommodate
any settlement that we might
perhaps reach with FORTIS, for
example; so there was a need to
discuss mechanics in that regard. Also, Ambassador Espat
was asked to present a paper at a
UN meeting that was hosted by
the Economic and Social Council of the UN, together with the
Britten Woods Institutions,
the World Bank and the IMF.
Meeting with UN
Secretary General on
Belize-Guatemala Issue
Perhaps most important for purposes of this morning’s press conference is the visit
that I had with the US Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon. The idea
there was to update him on
where things stand between Belize and Guatemala. We’ve all
been aware, in the past couple
of weeks, of the developments in
Guatemala. We’ve been following media reports over there. It’s
something difficult to separate
what is just media scuttlebutt
form what is official government
policy in Guatemala. But certainly, it’s been clear, I think, to all of
us in this Country, including the
Government of Belize, that the
Guatemalans are at a point where

Prime Minister Hon. Dean Barrow delivering his
Opening Statement at his Quarterly Press Conference
they are no longer prepared to
proceed with the Referendum
that was agreed in consequence
of the Special Treaty, at least not
on the date that’s been fixed;
not on the October, 2013 date.
Together with this, we’ve
seen some worrying incidents
develop, including the production of a video at the OAS and,
on another occasion, a physical
map by the Guatemalans which
showed Belize as a part of Guatemala’s territory. Also, there have
been reports suggesting that the
Guatemalans are seeking the
procurement of a new batch of
passports and that these new
Guatemalan Passports would
show Belize again as a part of the
National Territory of Guatemala.
I made clear to the Secretary General that Belize is particularly concerned over this series
of developments. We especially
needed to be sure that the UN
would understand Belize’s position in certainly one context.
The Guatemalans, it appears,

employ the services of the UN
Office of Procurement, in terms
of sourcing the new passports
that they are about to issue; and
we wanted to be quite clear to
the Secretary General; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had already spoken to UN personnel
in Belize and in New York, but I
wanted to reinforce the message
myself to the UN Secretary General that we would expect that
the UN Procurement Services
Office would NOT in fact facilitate the obtaining of any passports by Guatemala that would
contain a map that purported
to show Belize as part of the National territory of Guatemala.
I received the assurance from
Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon
that that would not happen.
I also, recollecting the
fact that he was very quick to issue a statement when the Compromi was signed congratulating
Belize and Guatemala and wishing the process well, I also made
clear to him that we reserved

The Audience, at the P M ’s Press Conference, Government Ministers and C E O’s seated upfront

the right to ask the UN to play a
more active role in terms of the
way forward. I made clear that,
for us, we needed to record our
objection to the fact that the
Guatemalans, as it appeared,
were unilaterally withdrawing
from the agreed date, the mutually agreed date for the holding
of the referendums. I signaled
that in our view that unilateral
withdrawal quite possibly constituted a breach of the special
agreement but that in charting
a course for the immediate future, Belize was certainly extremely conscious of the need to
work out a Modus Vivendi with
Guatemalans that would see our
manage our relations in such a
way, notwithstanding the fact
that the referendum certainly
in terms of October was definitely off, a process that would
see us mange our relations in
such a way that would avoid, as
far as possible, the flash-points
at the border; that would have
the Guatemalans refrain from
engaging in any acts of provocation, such as the production
of maps that would show Belize
as part of the national territory.
And I said to Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon that we hoped
that the UN, and that he in particular would use his good offices to try to prevail upon the
Guatemalans to act in a fashion
that was not inconsistent with,
and that in fact would reflect
their respect for Belize’s Sovereignty and separate identity.
Now, as it turned out,
developments occurred in Haiti which impacted on the whole
Belize/Guatemala scenario. The
principal reason for my going
to Haiti to attend what was the
Fifth Summit of the Association
of Caribbean States was so that I
could brief as many, in particular of my CARICOM Colleagues
as attended the meeting, again
on the state of play between Belize and Guatemala. As it turned
out, only two other CARICOM
heads were there, Prime Minister Christie from the Bahamas,
and Prime Minister Simpson
Miller from Jamaica; and I did
get a chance to speak to them
briefly about our concerns,
and of course, I as a well had a
quick one and one with the Secretary General of CARICOM.
But the most important
development that took place in
Haiti is the fact that our Foreign Minister (Hon. Wilfred ElContinued on Page 9
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rington) together with CEO Alexis Rosado had a bilateral with the
Guatemalan Foreign Minister.
That meeting provided some reassurance to Belize, although of
course, we are very clear that we

tional territory. It does have a
map of Central America, and Belize, as the other Central America counties, is represented in a
color different from the color in
which he map of Guatemala is
shaded. However, the boundary
line between Belize and Guatemala in the current map is a kind
of broken or dotted line. Our
inquiries produced from them,
and this has been in existence
they say, certainly, they say, since
2006-2007; and they say that
that representation, that particular representation, which according to them reflects the fact
merely that there is a territorial
dispute we don’t see it that way,
but they claim that that particular map was issued under an understanding, in accord with an
understanding that was reached
at a SICA meeting in 2005 in
which Belize was present. Now
that’s under the last adminis-

cation to teach in their schools
a map, or to use as a teaching
aid in their schools, a map that
would show Belize as part of
Guatemalan National Territory.
Our Foreign Minister,
based on the notes that I have
from him and his CEO, made
clear that were still concerned
about the current map, made
clear that with respect to the
referendum, because the Guatemalan Foreign Minister confirmed that for them the date is
off, that there is simply no way
they can proceed for various reasons that he got into, with the
Referendum in October. Our
Foreign Minister recorded our
concern about even the current
passport, and made clear that
while we appreciated hearing
from the Guatemalans in person, as far as we concerned, the
special agreement, which was
signed and promulgated under

there is this step remaining of
the Guatemalans having to indicate formally to the OAS. But as
practical matter, obviously, the
Referendum is off. We believe
that we occupy, undoubtedly,
unambiguously, a moral highground; or a diplomatic high-

Hon. Wilfred Elrington
Belize’s Foreign Minister

H.E. Alexis Rosado
CEO, Foreign Affairs , Belize

Jose Miguel Insulza
OAS Secretary General

Luis Fernando Carrera
Guatemalan Foreign Minister

cannot in the least afford to let
our guard down. Foreign Minister Elrington is here, and he can
either take the podium at some
point in the press conference, or
give one and one interviews to
the media when I am through,
and discuss with you the details of that meeting. I would
content myself with saying that
the Guatemalans offered an official assurance that the stories
in the media about their wanting to change their passports to
include Belize as a full part of
Guatemala, are simply were not
true; that that is not the position
of the Government of Guatemala, and that any new passports
would be identical to the current
passports, the passports that are
already in existence, the commencement of which passports
began, I think, in like 2005-2006.
We can get into what that
current passport show. It certainly does not have a map that
purports to display Belize as an
integral part of Guatemalan na-

tration. In fairness to the last
administration, our inquires locally suggest that the Belizean
officials of the day have no recollection of any such meeting,
and certainly insist that they did
NOT sanction any such SICA
map as part of what was agreed
would be displayed in the Guatemalan passport. In any event,
that particular passport, as I
said, it appears, has been in existence certainly 2006-2007. There
is not going to be any change
from the current passport, and
even though we of course make
the point that we are nevertheless concerned that the current
passport should show a dotted
line rather than a solid line. The
fact that this is the way has been
over the past few years, certainly
since 2006, in a sense, is an obstacle that we have to deal with. I
will not go beyond that. But, the
Guatemalans also assured our
Minister of Foreign Affairs that
there has been no instruction
given to their Ministry of Edu-

the egis of the OAS, required,
in order for actions under that
Special Agreement to be consistent with it, required in the
case of this change that the Guatemalans were proposing, or in
the case of, better describe it as
this unilateral withdrawal for
the October Referendum date,
that they should formally communicate this to the OAS Secretary general, and that we would
not accept this as official until,
in fact, the communication was
made by Guatemala to the Organization of American States.
But, clearly, that is going to happen; the Guatemalans said they
would do this fairly quickly. And
so, just as clearly, there will be no
Referendum on October 6, 2013.
There’s been a suggestion in some quarters that Belize could still proceed to hold
its referendum. That is NOT on.
The Cabinet has rejected that
suggestion. So, the Referendum
is off in both Countries. I repeat
that we say this even though

ground, certainly. Members of
the Group of Friends, there are
20 of those, and generally, members of the international community have been in touch with
our Foreign Minister, to make
plain that Belize is to be applauded for the fact that it was prepared to stick to the legal, binding commitment it made under
the Compromi, and to hold the
Referendum, and of course to
be bound to whatever the People of this Country decided. So,
the pressure is on Guatemala,
and clearly there is going to be
a good deal of diplomatic fallout
that they will experience in consequence of their withdrawal.
The question for Belizeans, though (and as said,
further details of the bilateral
meeting you can get from our
Minister of Foreign Affairs), the
question now, though, is, where
do we go from here. And I want
to make plain that, while we will

Hon. Dean Barrow
Prime Minister of Belize
Continued from Page 8

H.E. Ban Ki-Moon
UN Secretary General

Continued on Page 10

Page 10

Capital Weekly

Sunday, May 12, 2013

Things Looking UP in First Quarter of 2013
Prime Minister Reports to the Nation at Press Conference
Continued from Page 9
consider our options carefully,
while we will consult, while we
will try to ensure that the principal players in this process, including Ambassador Shoman
and other representatives of the
Opposition, are involved every
step of the way as we try to chart
a new course, I will tell you that,
for me, this does not bring the
Special Agreement to an end.
Remember that the fixing of the date was not done
under the Special Agreement

lapse if the Special Agreement
collapsed. And so in my view,
we cannot afford to repudiate
the Special Agreement. I think
if we keep it in place, it makes
it easier to continue to bring the
International Community along
with Belize, and it certainly does
not then, as it would otherwise
do, eliminate any possibility,
certainly, of financial support
with respect to keeping the OAS
Office in the Adjacency Zone
open. And, in my view, keeping
that office open is a consummation devoutly to be wished.

In the Audience, Ambassador Mark Espat (far right)
Lead Negotiator for the Restructuring of the Superbond
committed us to go to a Referendum on a date to be mutually agreed. Thereafter, a date was
mutually agreed, from which
the Guatemalans are unilaterally
withdrawing. But I do not think
it violates the fundaments. Their
withdrawal from the date, they
make clear, is not a withdrawal
from the commitment to hold
the Referendum still. And I believe that it is not in Belize’s interest to say, well, we will treat
what we regard as a breech, as
fundamental, and we will declare the Special Agreement at
an end. I, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Cabinet, of course,
will also have to look at this
(those developments only took
place on Thursday in Haiti), but
speaking for myself I will tell you
that I think the Special Agreement has to be kept in place. I
genuinely do not see any other
option. I don’t know what we do
if we declare the Special Agreement at an end. Then everything
is at large, in terms of the bi-lateral, in terms of the OAS and
the International Community
who, remember, have been playing a practical role in terms of
the on-the-ground office of the
OAS and the verification mechanisms when there are incursions
on the part of the Guatemalans
into Belize, all that would col-

I know that there are
many among us who view the
OAS with a degree of suspicion;
and there have been some unfortunate actions on the part of
the OAS; there have been some
unfortunate statements that the
OAS has made. I am satisfied,
after talking earlier to Mr. Insular, and talking to Ram din,
his assistant, last week, that the
OAS is keenly aware of the need
to make good on this credibility
deficit that exists viz-a-viz, the
OAS in Belize. But I am satisfied
that we have to be very careful of
the personnel that the OAS dispatches to the Adjacency Zone,
but altogether, in my view, it is
in our continuing interest to
have the OAS continue to play
genuinely a role of honest broker with respect to the Confidence-Building Measures that,
in my view, must remain in place
between Belize and Guatemala
as we try to pick our way carefully forward. The Guatemalans
are of the same view, and so that
is certainly a matter for immediate concentration in terms
of Belize’s diplomacy. Keeping
the Special Agreement in place,
then, would mean that at some
point we look at another possible time for a referendum. I
don’t see that happening any
time in the immediate future.

I believe, we in Belize
must take out time, we must explain carefully and repeatedly
to the Belizean public what it is
that I am trying to say here this
morning; and we must be sure
that there is support for the view
I am propounding, that we need
to keep the Special Agreement
in place, number one; and that
there would be continuing consensus, as I think there was before the Guatemalans pulled the
whole switch on us, that there
is continuing consensus for
the referendum process to take
place. All sorts of luminaries
in this society have come to say
they support the process. How
they would in a referendum is
altogether another matter. But
we need to make sure that there
would still be support for the
referendum process. And, once
we do that, then we can begin to
think about possible new dates.
I’m sorry to have gone at
such great length on this issue,
but it is clearly a matter of the
most fundamental national importance, and I think it required
this kind of excursus, if you will.
So, I would leave it at that, and as
I say, please feel free to talk one
and one with the Foreign Minister; or if you prefer, at the end
of my report, which I am sorry
to tell you will be long; or not
sorry, because it’s a report about
good things; an abundance of
good things, an over-abundance

is that at the end of this month,
which I believe is tomorrow,
BTL will enable full and open
access to VOIP based services
and applications in Belize. I
want to recognize and pay tribute to the BTL Board of Directors; there are several members
of the Board present this morning. I of course have to single
out the indefatigable, 82 year
old Chairman of BTL (Nestor
Vasquez), who, of course, is like
the energizer bonnie, just keeps
on going and Chief Operations
Officer, Mrs Karen Bevans, who
are with us i the audience. And
Net reminds me that what the
Board has done is in line with
the UDP Government’s commitment to the People of Belize
made some time ago. And so,
this will the use of BTL’s HighSpeed Internet Services, including DSL, Wireless Internet and
Mobile Internet, and will mean
that there will be no restriction
whatsoever on Voice Over Internet Protocol. BTL says this will
immediately allow over 200,000
Belizeans currently with BTL’s
residential internet and with
Internet on Digicell Services to
gain immediate access to the
many other VOIP based applications and services that are not
currently available. Of course,
this ability to now freely access
VOIP will further harness the
power of the Internet and allow Belizeans to enhance many

Ministerial CEOs (left to right), Errol Gentle (Works), Joesph Waight
(Finance), Alexis Rosado (Foreign Affairs), Dr. Peter Allen (Health)
of good things; but if at the end
you are not too tried, perhaps
the Foreign Minister can take the
podium and talk to you a little bit
more about Guatemala-Belize.
Belize Telemedia Frees Up
Voice Over Internet
Protocol (VOIP)
Let me then turn to an
announcement that I wish to
make that I think is of tremendous economic and social significance, and that announcement

facets of their lives, particularly
in areas such as long-distance
learning, with video conferencing capabilities, computer to
computer conversations with
family and friends abroad, and
even Internet-based Television.
This is a Signal break through.
Tourism Performs
Remarkably Well During
First Quarter of 2013
Then, I wonder if I can
Continued on Page 11
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talk about the Tourism Statistics
for the first three months of the
year. We have CEO, Tracy Panton
in the audience with us; and of
course, here again in this sector,
the news continues to be not just
good, but wonderful. For the first
three months of 2013, January,
February and March, we had, in
terms of the overnight tourist arrivals, 70,264. That compares to
64,989 for the first three months
of last year and 57,942 for the
first three months of 2011. For
those of you who love statistics
and metrics it’s an 8.12 percent
increase. And then, with respect
to cruise-arrivals for the first
three months of this year, January, February, March, the Cruise
arrivals numbered 264,053, as
opposed to 238,154 for the first
three months of last year (12012),
and 222,427 for the first three
months of 20111. So, Ladies and
Gentlemen, we continue to soar
with respect to the Tourism Industry; and I want to congratulate the Ministry, the Belize Tourism Board and most of course,
most particularly, the stakeholders in our Tourism Industry.
Exciting Initiatives in Trade,
Investment Promotion &
Private Sector Development
Then, if I could turn
to the Ministry of Trade Investment Promotion and Private Sector Development, they
see as highlights the fact that
Norwegian Cruise-Lines has
written to the Government of
Belize and have been in discussion Limited (we’ve appointed a Cabinet Sub-Committee
to carry this along); they want
to do a cruise facility in the
South. We’re looking very carefully at the area to ensure that
there are no difficulties from
an environmental or conservation, protection point of view.
The Stake Bank Cruise
Port is still very much on. The
Developer had talked of merely doing the facility, and not
proceeding with the causeway
form Stake Bank to the Mainland, but the cruise-lines are
adamant that that causeway is
needed, and so the Department
of the Environment is looking
once again critically at that,...
with a view of ensuring that
we’re good to go environmentally in terms of the causeway.
With respect to Caye
Chapel and the Four Seasons

Prime Minister Hon. Dean Barrow wrapping up his opening statement
at his Quarterly Press Conference at the Belize Biltmore Plaza Hotel
Project,...there is a new investor
in town, and initial visits have
been completed; our people seem
to be hopeful that this time the
interests will pan out, will materialize, and that there can be
some movement on turning Caye
Chapel into a Five-Star Hotel.
Harvest Caye, off Placencia, the owners there have
actually signed some kind of a
deal, with Sixth Senses, a world
renowned Luxury Brand Hotel,
to develop a Five–Star Resort
on Harvest Caye near Placenia.
Puerto Azul, another
group, has actually concluded
the purchase of Northern Two
Caye (a privately owned island)
at Light House Reef, and they are
going to develop a 500 room resort with all the luxury amenities.
Texanol is partnering
with a Brazilian Company for
the Production of Ethanol,
and the project has already
secured, in principle funding from a Brazilian Bank.
Green Tropics moves
along. The roads are being constructed or have been constructed; worker-housing has been
constructed; the agriculture
machinery has been imported;
and so that is o schedule; import of the factory is pending,
following again the EIA conclusion. Remember, we had given
a kind of interim approval. We
want to ensure that here are
no missteps, and so the process is being closely followed
by the Department of Environment; but there has been all this

movement, so it is clear that we
are pr0ceeding with dispatch.
I am told of some Belize
Sustainable
Agriculture with a 5,000 acre GrainFarm
and
Grain-Elevator/
Storage Facility. They’ve been
given EPZ approval, and again,
are merely awaiting the EIA
process to begin their business.
TexBel: Agriculture expanding to produce Coconut
on 1,000 acres; and this is for
processing and for export, again
are just waiting DOE clearance.
Red-Fish Farms completed a pilot project for the raising
of red-fish, preparing for a production facility to be developed;
and St. Peter’s Farm, which is
formerly Fresh Catch. They
made a down payment, and
the final payment is on May 15,
and they will as soon as they’ve
made that last payment reopen
the plant as a hatchery for cageraised Tilapia on the Belize River
and the Processing, of course, at
the former Fresh-Catch facility.
Caribbean Oils and Energy: (I’m to go to Costa Rica
on Thursday for a SICA Meeting on Friday with President
Obama, and I see that one of
the items for discussion is alternative energy sources.) The
Ministry tells me that they are
about to do Cohune processing
for fuel and energy production.
And then, Belize Wind
Energy has already brought in
the equipment. We have given
them a development concession;
they’ve already brought in the

equipment to conduct the experimental wind study at three
sites in the country to determine the feasibility for commercial wind-energy production.
A new business process
outsourcing centre or call centre is being established in the
Belmopan Area. It will actually open its doors at the start of
June. It will employ 60 employees. There’s another call-centre, Rescue Live, that’s agreed
to set up in Dangriga; they
expect to open their doors to
start by September of this year.
The Small Business Development Centre, which we
established, is currently supporting 160 small companies.
It’s conducted 12 small business
support workshops since the
start of the year; and the BELTRAIDE Act is being amended to accommodate small
and medium size enterprises.
Now, in terms of Foreign Trade, the first round
of trade negotiations with El
Salvador to try and conclude
the Partial Scope Agreement
is expected to conclude by
the third quarter of this year.
And, the terms of reference are being agreed for Partial
Scope Agreement with Mexico. I did get a chance to chat
briefly with President Enrique
Pena Nieto in Haiti, and he has
promised to make his visit to
Belize sooner rather than later.
Aquaculture poised for
Massive Increase in
Production and
Exports Earnings
If I could, Ladies and
Gentlemen, turn to in particular, Aquaculture, because there
is an amazing rebound in the
Aquaculture Sector that’s taking place. You remember that we
had new equity investors into the
BAL, the Bowen Shrimp Farm,
the Belize Aquaculture Limited Shrimp Farm, and that has
made a tremendous difference.
I had a visit from the
principals in the industry a week
and a half ago, and they told me
that what’s happening is that
China, which was the largest exporter of Farm Shrimp, has now
become a net-importer because
of their growing middle classes; and in any event, China has
been hit by some early mortality
diseases, as has, is it Thailand,

Continued on Page 20
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L

adies and gentlemen,
a
pleasant
good
afternoon to all of
you. Once again, it
gives me great pleasure to
address you, at this, my second
Agriculture and Trade Show as
Minister of Natural Resources
and Agriculture. This afternoon
I am particularly proud, as this
new Multipurpose Centre we are
using represents the start of a five
year redevelopment programme
for the Show Grounds. These
grounds, all sixty acres, are truly a
national asset and we must treat
it as such. When you consider
the rich history of the Agriculture
Show and its prominent place in
Belizean culture, then I dare say
this is really a National Heritage
Site.
This year’s theme “Stimulating
Prosperity in Agriculture and Food
Production Through Renewed
Public-Private
Partnership”
captures the essence of the work
the Ministry is undertaking. We
are very much aware that for us to
succeed, the active participation
of private sector stakeholders in
the work of the Ministry is vital.
We facilitate, the private sector
invest profitably, Belize and all
Belizeans prosper!
The foundation of partnership
is trust and confidence. There
is a growing body of empirical
evidence to show that business
confidence is returning and
this government is stimulating
prosperity
through
direct
collaboration with the private
sector and other stakeholders.
If we look north, the dramatic
reversal of fortunes of the sugar
industry is evident. Government
acted as the catalyst and placed
significant human and financial
resources to help achieve this.
The Sugar Industry Research and
Development Institute recently
received funding for institutional
strengthening from the European
Union and it will also soon
have its new headquarters.
The ASR investment in BSI is

Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Gaspar Vega,
Minister of Natural Resources and Agriculture
already showing results. We
are now experiencing much
better conversion rates for
sugar cane to sugar, excellent
factory performance, a shorter
grinding season and record high
prices. Farmers are investing
to boost production. Without
government’s intervention, at all
levels, the industry was destined
for collapse. Overall, the industry
has risen from the ashes and
now set to record ever increasing
success. We facilitate, confidence
returns, investment occurs and
we all prosper!
We look south and we see the
dramatic resurgence of shrimp
farming. With the new strategic
investor in BAL shrimp farms,
industry output is on pace to to
rise more than seventy percent
to above 22 million pounds and
more than doubling of foreign
exchange earnings of well over 80
million Belize dollars. Expansion
at most farms is contemplated for
this year and the industry is on
the rise again!
The much discussed national
cattle sweep is underway and

we have already recorded an
early success with a pilot export
to Tabasco, Mexico. When
completed, the sweep will have
established a national livestock
registry that will provide a tracing
system for each animal. This is
a vital step in food safety and a
basic requirement for the export
trade. Beef prices have risen
already and the market is, forgive
the pun, bullish!
I am proud to say that the
Ministry does not only only
cater to multi-million dollar
investments =. More importantly,
we also cater to small and medium
size enterprises. In the shelves
of most supermarkets, you can
now find a world class soy sauce
named WOW! This is the work of
women’s groups in the Orange
Walk and Corozal Districts. The
Ministry, the Taiwan Technical
Mission and the women’s group
have invested tremendous time
and resources to get this value
added product to the market. We
must now help them grow for the
export market. We facilitate, the
private sector invests profitably,

Belize and all Belizeans prosper.
Ladies and Gentlemen, another
indicator of how serious we take
the public-private partnership
is the institutionalizing of the
process within the work of
the Ministry. This morning the
Agriculture and Food Consultative
Council held its first meeting
under co-chairmanship of Mr.
Alvin Henderson for the private
sector and CEO Jose Alpuche
representing the Ministry. This
Council has been given a wide
mandate to examine every aspect
under my Agriculture portfolio
and make recommendations for
reform. It has representation
from
various
government
ministries and wide private sector
representation. Together, we will
forge a more conducive business
environment for the benefit of
all investors in the agriculture,
aquaculture and food processing
sectors.
The facilities we opened
earlier today are themselves a
demonstration of the power of
public-private partnership and
collaboration. During the last
agriculture show, despite the best
efforts of the grounds organizer
to mask it, the true state of decay
of the infrastructure was evident.
We decided that a comprehensive
program of redevelopment was
necessary for this most prominent
symbol of the agriculture sector.
Earlier this year, we completed
architectural designs and went
looking for potential sponsors
to underwrite this first phase of
construction. I must say we hit
fertile ground once we explained
the core concept. Our mission
is to build durable, all weather
infrastructure that will allow the
grounds to be used 365 days a year
and not only three days as is now
the case. In short, we will create
a national exhibition venue, a
facility that is sorely lacking in the
entire country of Belize.
Belize Telemedia joined in
sponsoring the Visitor Centre.
Continued on Page 13
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Bowen and Bowen joined in
sponsoring the Rodeo Gallery.
The Spanish Lookout Community
joined in sponsoring the Food
Court and jointly the Government
of Belize and the Venezuelan
ALBA Funds sponsored this
Multipurpose Centre. Wood Stop
sponsored the two Kids Stop
playgrounds, DFC sponsored park
benches and picnic tables and
many others joined to improve
the services on the grounds. We
are grateful and humbled by
these generous donations to the
people of Belize. We thank you!
You will note that private sector
contribution to this first phase
of construction was significantly
higher
than
government
contribution. In fact, private sector
participation accounted for more
than 50%! This is testament to
their confidence that the money

would be spent wisely. Even in
this case, we can say again, we
facilitate, confidence develops,
the private sector invests and
Belize and all Belizeans prosper.
We must now get maximum
returns on this investment!
This Multipurpose Centre, for
example, will be a farmers training
centre, a venue for work with
youths, a local school auditorium,
an exhibition hall and the uses
are endless. We are urging the
Belmopan City Council to use
this middle exhibition ground for
events such as Belmopan Day.
There is generous parking and
you won’t have any complaints
from resident that their sports
ground is being destroyed!
Similarly, we urge the livestock
producers to use the improved
Rodeo and Food Court for
quarterly rodeos or livestock
shows. Perhaps with further
improvements planned for this

year, the Belize Chamber of
Commerce and Industry will bring
their Expo to Belmopan next year.
In our desire to expose urban
schoolchildren to the benefits
of agriculture, the Central Farm
Exhibit at the far north end of
the grounds will now become a
permanent display and resource
centre. Schools in the area will be
approached to participate in this
project.
Ladies and Gentlemen, the
National Agriculture and Trade
Show grounds will remain just
that, but we will ensure that
it is improved to be used for
much more. After this show,
we will consult with interested
parties to finalize a master plan
for the grounds and develop an
implementation schedule. We
invite you to participate in this
exciting venture.
In addition to the NATS
Committee, I will end by paying

tribute to two groups of people.
Firstly, let me thank our own
work crew from the Central Farm
Station for their tireless work to
prepare the grounds for the show.
They went beyond the call of duty
to make today a reality. Let me
in particular thank the Grounds
Coordinator Mr. Luis Martinez for
his dedication.
Let me also congratulate the
farmers of the year for their
outstanding work. Feeding your
families and earning a living from
the soil is a very noble profession.
You are sterling examples to your
communities and to all of us, that
with hard work and commitment,
we can all excel.
I wish to invite all Belizeans
to come visit the show over
the next two days to see what
our industrious Belizeans are
producing while having some
good family fun, at the same time!
May God Bless you! I thank you!

Page 14

Capital Weekly

Sunday, May 12, 2013

April Issue

World Health Day 2013
The Ministry of Health
joined its national
partners, the Belize
Kidney Association and
PAHO/WHO – Belize to
celebrate World Health
Day and World Kidney
Day early last
month with an
official ceremony
in Belize City.
The campaign
focuses on
hypertension also
commonly known
as high blood
pressure and the
need to “Know your
numbers.”
Nurse Melinda Guerra
gave the keynote address
at the opening ceremony.

She mentioned that although
this year the public health
priority is Hypertension, we
are still celebrating Kidney
Day because the two have a
close relationship. “A very
important long term
complication of
hypertension when
not treated property
and in a timely
manner is renal
failure…”
The Minister of
Health, Hon. Pablo
Marin, continues to
encourage the public
to practice preventative
measures, which include
consuming less salt,
maintaining a healthy and
balanced diet and exercising.

Second round Burden of Illness Study
commences
The Ministry of Health
announces the second
round of the ‘Burden of
Illness Study’ (BOI)
research study on Food
Bourne Diseases in Belize.
The study aims to
determine the prevalence
of acute gastroenteritis
related to food and water
infection. It will also
investigate the more
common viruses or
bacteria transmitted by
food and seek to determine
the magnitude of
underreporting to the
Ministry of Health as well
as strengthen the
laboratory capacity for
accurate diagnosis of the
most common food borne
illnesses. The study is
conducted in two phases,
the low season of acute
gastroenteritis which is
during the period
September to November
and the high season which

is during the period April to
June.
The field work recently
commenced on April 21 and
it will go until May 12,
2013. We advise the general
public to kindly cooperate
and provide the relevant
information to the
interviewers who will be
visiting randomly selected
households to gather
information. All interviewers
should present identification
bearing the Ministry of
Health logo signed by the
BOI Coordinator.
The study will be
coordinated by the Ministry
of Health in collaboration
with CARPHA, PAHO and a
steering committee which
provides the relevant
technical guidance for the
finalization of the study and
final reports.
The first round of the study
was conducted in October
2012.

Belize and Guatemala hold regional
launch
The Minister of Health of
Belize, Pablo Marin, the
Minister of Health of
Guatemala, Jorge Alejandro
Villavicencio and special
guest the
Director of
the Pan
American
Health
Organization/
World
Health Organization
(PAHO/WHO) Carissa F.
Etienne hosted the 11th
regional launch of the
Vaccination Week in the
Americas at the Adjacency
Zone between Benque
Viejo, Belize and Melchor
de Mencos, Guatemala last
week.
In Belize, the focus is on
intensive vaccination

activities to protect children
against diseases such as
polio, measles, and rubella
among others. Minister of
Health, Hon. Pablo Marin
mentioned in his
speech that he
recognizes the
strides made
between both
countries.
“Challenges to
health recognize
few boundaries and the
challenges we face in
Belize and Guatemala we
face together.” said Marin.
At the closing of the
ceremony, a symbolic
vaccination to children was
done by both Ministers
along with other partners. A
health fair followed under
the theme, “Vaccination: a
shared responsibility.”

Achievements in HECOPAB
The Ministry of Health in
collaboration with the San
Pedro Town Council and
other partners in health
conducted a health fair in
March 2013 at the Lions
Club in
San
Pedro
Town.
Six new
San
Pedro
Community
Health
Workers
(CHWs) were presented
and endorsed by all
collaborating partners and
the community. The
Ministry of Health
recognizes CHWs as
forefront community
leaders who provide
preventative measures,
health education and direct
patients to health facilities.
The Health Education and
Community Participation
Bureau, HECOPAB, the
health promotion arm of

the Ministry remains
committed to expand
CHWs in all communities
across the country.
Also in its commitment to
empower
CHWs, the
Ministry of
Health
congratulates
HECOPAB on
its new library
of books to
assist health
workers in
their daily duties. The
books include, Where there
is No Doctor, Helping
Children who are deaf, A
book for Midwives and
Sanitation and Cleanliness
among others.
The books will be
distributed shortly to
HECOPAB Officers across
the country.

Ministry of Health
Belmopan
822-2325/2363

Sunday, May 12, 2013

Capital Weekly

Page 15

King James Crowned MVP Again

But Can The Heats Win the Championship Again?
“I’ve been anxious for a
while,” James said Sunday. “But
I’m just excited to get back to basketball right now.”
During the ceremony,
James acknowledged his fiancée
and their two sons, his parents
and a group of children who traveled to Miami from his youth
foundation in Ohio.
The Heat showed a video
tribute to James that included
jokes and congratulations from
teammates and front-office staff.
James laughed during a portion
of the video when forward Mike
Miller said the two of them now
have four MVPs between them,
“so let’s keep it going.”

LeBron James wins
Fourth MVP award
By Michael Wallace (ESPN.com
Sunday May 6

After picking up his
fourth MVP trophy Sunday, Miami Heat star LeBron
James gained a new appreciation for the rivalry his team
has with the New York Knicks.
James, 28, became the
youngest player in NBA history
to win four MVPs after receiving 120 of 121 first-place votes by
league media members and analysts. The lone other first-place
vote went to Knicks star Carmelo
Anthony.
“LeBron gets it, I take my
hat off to him, he deserves it,”
said Anthony. “They had a helluva year, to win 27 straight games,
a hell of an achievement.”
It was the second time a
player fell one vote short of an
unanimous MVP selection, with
Shaquille O’Neal also receiving
120 of 121 first-place votes in 19992000.
LeBron James won his
fourth MVP award Sunday, finishing just one vote shy of winning the honor unanimously.
Carmelo Anthony was the only
other player to receive a firstplace vote. “It’s probably a writer
out of New York that didn’t give
me the vote,” James said during
Sunday’s award ceremony at
American Airlines Arena. “I know
the history between the Heat and
the Knicks. So I get it.”
A league spokesman said
Sunday the NBA does not release
the names of award voters or
their ballots, but Gary Washburn
of The Boston Globe in an article published in the newspaper
Monday acknowledged he cast
the sole vote for Anthony.
But coming up short of a
unanimous selection didn’t overshadow a historic feat for James,
who joined Michael Jordan, Bill
Russell, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
and Wilt Chamberlain as the only
players in NBA history to win at
least four MVP awards.
James and Russell are the
only players to win the award
four times in five seasons. And it
was the third MVP trophy James
has collected in the span of 12
months. After winning the MVP
last season in May, James said he
would trade in his third Maurice
Podoloff trophy for a first championship. Two months later, he
led the Heat to a title and was
named Finals MVP after beating
Oklahoma City.

Miami Heat’s LeBron James, Four-Time MVP of the NBA
Thunder forward Kevin
Durant finished second to James
in MVP voting for the second
straight year, with Anthony third,
Chris Paul fourth and Kobe Bryant fifth.
The Globe’s Washburn
said he believed Anthony “meant
more to his team” this season.
Washburn wrote that Anthony made the Knicks relevant
again by leading them to their
first division title in nearly two
decades. According to Washburn, the Knicks would not have
made the playoffs without Anthony, while the Heat have plenty of other talent besides James.
Washburn also wrote that he believed James will eventually become the league’s first seven-time
MVP and that his vote was “no
LeBron conspiracy.”
James is coming off the
most efficient season he’s ever
had after shooting a career-high
56.5 percent from the field and
40.6 percent from 3-point range.
He averaged 26.8 points, a career-high 8.0 rebounds and 7.3
assists per game.
Now James has his sights
set on another evasive honor: Defensive Player of the Year. James
was upset two weeks ago when
he finished second for the second
time in his career for that distinction. Memphis Grizzlies center
Marc Gasol was named Defensive
Player of the Year.
“I tried harder to win Defensive Player of the Year than I
did MVP,” James said. “That’s my
goal. Coach (Erik Spoelstra) had
me guarding every position. We’ll
try again next year.”
But before that, James will
try help the Heat defend their title when they open Game 1 of

their second-round series against
the Chicago Bulls on Monday. The
Heat haven’t played since they
completed a four-game sweep of
the Milwaukee Bucks on April 28
in the opening round.

(Since that Article was written, the Chicago Bulls defeated the Miami Heats (93-86)
in Game One of their Second
Round Series. The Heats Rebounded and Won Game Two
by a wide margin (115-78) . The
series is therefore tied 1-1 as it
heads to the City of Chicago
for Games Three and Four)

On May 7th, 2013, the homosexual organization UNIBAM and Caleb Orozco will attempt to
change a law called Section 53, the Unnatural Act
Law. They say this law violates their human dignity,
their human rights, and the Government has no business dictating to what they do in a consensual act.
Did you know that Section 53 has NEVER ONCE
been used to charge, prosecute, or convict ANY person for a consensual act? What they claim as a violation has actually NEVER occurred in Belize!! Never!
Did you know that the NUMBER ONE type of situation where Section 53 is used in a court of law
has to do with SEXUAL ABUSE cases? Male rape,
Sexual abuse against women, against minors,
even against CHILDREN. Literally EVERY case
where Section 53 is used is against sexual abuse.
Belize, Section 53 is a good law, yet UNIBAM & Orozco
want to change it!! Say NO to the UNIBAM agenda!! For
more information, sign up at belizeaction@gmail.com

VILLAGE

VILLAGE

VENUE

VENUE

VENUE

Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Compound(TENT)
Comm. Center
Compound(TENT)
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

TH

VILLAGE

VILLAGE

VENUE

3. Freetown Sibun
4. Gales Point
5. Gracie Rock
6. St. George’s Caye
7. Western Paradise

1. Burrell Boom **
2. La Democracia

VENUE

Methodist School
St Agnes Anglican
School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Open Lot (TENT)
Health Post Clinic

MAY 19

Govt. School

4. Fire Burn

VILLAGE

St Michaels RC
School

3. San Felipe **

VILLAGE

3. Guinea Grass**
4. Santa Martha

2. Nuevo San Juan

VENUE

JUNE 9TH
VILLAGE

VENUE

VILLAGE

VENUE

VENUE

Comm. Center
RC School
Govt. School
Comm. Center

JUNE 9TH

7. Scotland Half
Moon
8. St. Paul’s Bank
9. Willows Bank
10. Lemonal
11. Ladyville **

VENUE

Youth Center

Govt. School
Govt. School
RC School

Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Our Lady of the
Way RC School

Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Belize Rural
Primary School
Comm. Center

Comm. Center

RC School
Comm. Center

JUNE 16TH

1. Caye Caulker **
2. Bermudian
Landing
3. Double Head
Cabbage
4. Flowers Bank
5.Isabella Bank
6. Rancho Dolores

VILLAGE

4. Tower Hill

3. San Estevan **

2. San Carlos

1. Indian Church

JUNE 16TH
VILLAGE
VENUE

1. Libertad **
2. Caledonia **
8. Paraíso *
5. Patchakan * *

Govt. School
RC School
Govt. School
RC School

Guadalupe RC School
Comm. Center

JUNE 9TH

4. August Pine Ridge**

1. San José **
2. San Luis
3. Carmelita **

1. Sandhill **
2. Lord’s Bank**

VILLAGE

VENUE

Comm. Center
Comm. Center
RC School
RC School
RC School
RC School

JUNE 2ND
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6. Crooked Tree *

VENUE

Govt. School
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Seventh Day
Adventist School
St Agnes Anglican
School
Comm. Center

MAY 26TH

5.Mahogany Heights

1. Hattieville **
2. Biscayne
3. Gardenia
4. May Pen

VILLAGE

VILLAGE

1. Chunox **
2. Progresso **
3. San Narciso **
4. Buena Vista
5. Copper Bank
6. Xaibe **

RC School
RC School
RC School
Govt. School

JUNE 2ND

1. San Antonio

BELIZE DISTRICT

Govt. School

2. Santa Cruz

VENUE

RC School
Comm. Center
RC School

TH

VENUE

La Immaculada RC
School
Comm. Center
RC School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT

Our Lady of
Fatima RC
School

TH

2. Concepción **
3. San Víctor *
4. San Andrés *
5. San Antonio

1. Douglas *

VENUE

VILLAGE

MAY 26TH

COROZAL DISTRICT
1. Sarteneja **

MAY 26
VILLAGE

Comm. Center
RC School
RC School
St. Leo RC Church
Govt. School

MAY 19TH

Comm. Govt. School

MAY 19

TH

1. San Román *
2. Santa Clara *
3. Louiseville *
4. Consejo
5. Chan Chen *

1. San Pablo *
2. San Román
3. Yo Creek **
4. Palmar *

Comm. Center
Comm. Center.
Comm. Center
Health Post
Comm. Center
RC School
Comm. Center

Govt. School
RC School
Govt. School
Govt. School

TH

MAY 12

4. Corozalito
5. Lucky Strike
6. Rockstone Pond
7. Santana
8. St. Ann’s

3. Boston

1. Maskall *
2. Bomba

VILLAGE

4. Chan Pine Ridge

1. Trial Farm **
2. San Lázaro **
3. Trinidad *

MAY 12

1. Calcutta *
2. Ranchito **
3. San Joaquín **
4. Carolina
5. San Pedro
6. Cristo Rey *
7. Yo Chen

MAY 12TH

In all villages nomination opens at 9:00 a.m. and closes at 10:00 a.m.
No asterisks denote Poll closes at 1:00 p.m. * Denote Poll closes at 3:00 p.m.
** Denote Poll closes at 5:00 p.m.

The Elections and Boundaries Commission, in accordance with Part II, Sections 6 and Part VI, Section 35 of the
Village Councils Act, Chapter 88 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2003, hereby release the official schedule for
Village/Community Council Elections 2013

ELECTIONS & BOUNDARIES DEPARTMENT
Public Notice
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VILLAGE

VENUE

VILLAGE

3. Cattle Landing
4. Eldridgeville
5. Forest Home
6. Santa Ana
7. Aguacate
8. Blue Creek
9. Mabil Ha
10. Mafredi
11. San Benito Poite
12. Santa Teresa
13. Jordan

1. Big Falls **
2. Boom Creek

VILLAGE

7. Santa Rosa

VENUE

RC School
Living Word Govt.
School
St. Phillip RC School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
RC School
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Health Post

MAY 12TH

Govt. Primary School
Comm. Center
Govt. School
Richard Quinn RC School
Comm. Center
United Comm. Govt.
School
United Comm. Govt.
School

1. Independence **
2. San Juan (Cowpen) *
3. Maya Mopan
4. George Town
5. Red Bank *
6. San Román

VILLAGE

1. Hopkins **
2. Seine Bight *
3. Placencia *
4. Maya Center
5. Santa Cruz *
6. Silk Grass *
7. Sittee River

VILLAGE

1. San Antonio **
2. San Jose *
3. Barranco
4. Conejo Creek
5. Crique Sarco
6. Midway
7. Sunday Wood
8. Crique Jute
9. Jalacte
10. Naluum Ca
11. Pueblo Viejo
12. San Vicente
13. Santa Cruz
14. Santa Elena

6. Buena Vista

5. Billy White *

4. Duck Run II

3. Duck Run I *

2. Camalote **

VENUE

Our Lady of
Fatima School
St. Jude RC
School
New Life Govt.
School
St Joseph RC
School
Seventh Day
Adventist
School
Govt. School

MAY 19TH

1. Roaring Creek**

VENUE

MAY 12TH

St. Francis
Xavier RC
School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
St. Martin de
Porres RC
School
Comm. Center

VILLAGE

5. Cristo Rey **

2. Valley of Peace**
3. Unitedville *
4. Blackman Eddy

1. Esperanza **

MAY 12TH
VILLAGE

VENUE

VENUE

VENUE

5. Cotton Tree *
6. St. Mathews
7. Franks Eddy
8. More Tomorrow
9. San Marcos
10. Selena

3. Arenal
4. Calla Creek

1. Alta Vista
2. Hummingbird
3. Middlesex
4. Steadfast
5. Valley Community

VILLAGE

VENUE

VENUE

RC School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
St. Mark RC School
Comm. Center
Govt. School
RC School
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

MAY 26TH

VILLAGE

4. Punta Negra
5. Trio
6. Jacintoville
7. Laguna
8. San Felipe
9. San Marcos
10. San Pablo
11. Yemeri Grove

3. Monkey River

2. Bladen

VENUE

VENUE

Our Lady of Bella Vista
RC School
Fabian Cayetano RC
School
St. Stephen Anglican
School
St. Cuthbert Govt. School
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
St. Paul RC School
Toledo Christian
Academy

JUNE 2ND

Multi-Purpose Bldg
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

JUNE 2ND

2. El Progresso
3. Ontario *

St. Hilda’s
Anglican
School
Comm. Center
Ontario
Christian
School

JUNE 16TH
VILLAGE
VENUE

1. Georgeville**

1. Pomona **
2. Hope Creek *
3. New Mullins River
4. Sarawee

VILLAGE

1. Bella Vista **

6. San Antonio **

4. Los Tambos
5. Duck Run III

VENUE

San Jose RC
School
Comm. Center
St. Margaret Mary
RC School
Govt. School
Hidden Paradise
Govt. School
Comm. Center

JUNE 9TH

2. Armenia *
3. St. Margaret *

1. Succotz **

Comm. Center
Comm. Center
St. Augustine RC School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

MAY 26TH

1. San Pedro Columbia **
2. Corazon Creek
3. Dolores
4. Otoxha
5. San Lucas
6. Golden Stream
7. Indian Creek
8. Medina Bank
9. San Miguel
10. Silver Creek

VILLAGE

VENUE

RC School
Emmaculate
Concepcion
RC School
Health Center
Holy Cross
RC School
Comm. Center
Govt. School
Govt. School
Govt. School
RC School
Iguana Creek Govt.
School

VILLAGE

TOLEDO DISTRICT

San Luis Rey RC School
RC School
St Joseph RC School
St John The Baptist RC School
Sacred Heart RC School
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Govt. School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center

MAY 19TH

VILLAGE

1. Santa Familia **
2. Bullet Tree **

JUNE 2ND

STANN CREEK DISTRICT

Govt. School
Govt. School
Govt. School
St. Edmond
Champion RC
School

CAYO DISTRICT

Holy Family RC School
St. Alphonsus RC School
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Comm. Center
Methodist School
Methodist School

MAY 19TH

1. Yalbac
2. La Gracia
3. Santa Teresita
4. Teakettle **

MAY 26TH
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Confidence in the Belize Economy
New Era Development Launches Egoli Estate
vital elements of the natural
environment. It boasts, at
the same time, properly-cemented streets and abundant
green spaces; the perfect environment for a family to re-

of residence in an instant
community with pre-selected neighbors in an amenities-rich environment. Not
only is it eco-friendly, it is
also energy efficient. The

Director, Ralston Frazer
Speaking at the Launch

Mayor Simeon Lopez
Speaking at the Launch

side and to raise children.
The developers are
marketing and selling the
community to Belizeans at

perfectly paved and cemented streets are complemented by proper draining, Water, Electricity, telephone,

home and abroad, who are desirous of owning their dream
home, second home, private
hurricane shelter or a piece
of the Jewel from abroad.
It’s a turn-key kind

Internet and Cable TV.
The homes are masterfully designed, built with interior designs, and featuring
efficient use of living spaces.

Belmopan Mayor Simeon Lopez cuts the symbolic Ribbon,
Surrounded by Directors of New Era Development Company Ltd.

I

t’s the new standard for infrastructure and residential
development; and it was offi-

cially launched two weekends
ago in the Belmopan area.
We’re speaking, of
course, of Egoli Estate, a
project conceived, developed
and managed by a group
who call themselves New Era

the new center of Belmopan
City, as it represents where the
country will go in its future
community
development

planning and execution.
They are building a
complete community using modern eco-friendly construction and development
practices.
It is a perfect blend of

Continued on Page 19

Popular Marching Band from the West,
Pomp and Circumstance befitting the Occasion

Development Company Ltd.
Situated at the North
End of the Capital City, the
community hopes to become

the most modern architecture and aesthetics combined
with the time-honored, practical benefits of preserving

In the Audience, Mayor Lopez and Directors of New Era Development
Company Limited, the group behind the Egoli Estate Project
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Confidence in the Belize Economy
New Era Development Launches Egoli Estate

Continued from Page 18

Part of the design for
the community includes
the construction of a major
Shopping Mall. It is also a

models of homes to choose
from, including the Gold
Bullion, the Gold Nugget, the
Gold Chalice, the Gold Chest,
and Prestige Bullion design.
In conjunction with

Belmopan Mayor Simeon Lopez congratulates Directors of the
Company managing the Project, following Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Carlos Moreno, Manager
Atlantic Bank, Belmopan

Director, Paul Jones
Speaking at the Launch

safe community with maximum security features built
into its design. It will represent a new entrance to
Belmopan City at Mile 45

the local commercial banks,
instant
mortgage-funding
can be obtained to purchase
ones home almost immediately. In fact, on the day of

off the Western Highway.
Egoli estate is a well
planned, but not a monolithic
community. It’s not a one size,
nor a one shape fits all concept. Instead, there various

the opening, two weekends
ago, representatives were on
hand from the various commercial banking institutions,
including Scotia Bank, Atlantic Bank and Belize Bank,

as well from the Development Finance Corporation
(DFC), to accept applications
from interested persons.

los Moreno, and UDP Cayo
South Caretaker Representative Ismael ‘Miley’ Garcia.
There was, fitting-

The opening on Saturday, April 27, 2003, was well
attended. Among the special guests present were the
Mayor of Belmopan City, His
Worship Mr. Simeon Lopez,
who gave the keynote address

ly, much pomp and circumstance, as a marching
band from the West provided musical entertainment.
Egoli Estate is now officially on the map, marking,
indeed, the commencement

The Welcoming View at the Entrance of Egoli Estate
at the North End of the Nation’s Capital, Belmopan

A young family walking down one of the neatly cement-paved roads
inside Egoli Estate just prior to the official opening two weekends ago

and cut the symbolic ribbon
to launch the community;
Manager of Atlantic Bank’s
Belmopan Branch,
Car-

of a new era in residential
development
enterprise;
and signaling great confidence in the Belize Economy.
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Things Looking UP in First Quarter of 2013
Prime Minister Reports to the Nation at Press Conference

Adele Ramos of Amandala Newspaper

Continued from Page 11
which is another huge producer
of Farm Shrimp? It’s an ill-wind
that blows no good; their misfortune is Belize’s luck, and so,
production for this year in Farm
Shrimp is forecast to increase by
70 percent; we expect just over
22 Million pounds; and the hard
currency earnings will be not
less than 80 Million Belize Dollars; a kind of doubling from last
year; and Alvin Henderson tells
me that it is his expectation that
it will actually reach 100 Million
Dollars this year (applause). So,
the new partners in BAL have
brought some new technology,
and that’s helping; and Paradise
is expanding, Texmar is expanding, Royal is expanding, all to
take advantage of this tremendous upswing in terms of prices.
Grains and Livestock Production on the Increase and
Export Markets Opening Up
I think they were also in
Trinidad; and it was following
that that we had the first shipment of chicken to Trinidad,
which went awry because some
bureaucratic snafus, but we fully expect that that will be back
on track; and so, there ought to
be chicken exported to Trinidad
on a regular basis very shortly.
Grain prices, which remain high in the developed
countries, that’s meant that our
farmers have increased their
production locally of grains, and
they’ve extended this to feeds;
and of course, as I just said,
we’ve also increased production
of Chicken, so much so that we
are able to export to Trinidad.
We’re working with the Mexicans to formally exports to the

Jules Vasquez of Channel 7 News

Mexicans of Corn. A great deal
of Cornmeal, I believe still goes
to Jamaica, and Yellow Corn goes
to various places, including, I
think, Guatemala. You know
that the first round of the export
of livestock to Mexico has taken
place; and the second shipment
of cattle to Mexico is to occur very
early next month, which starts in
two days time. So, again, I think
we are doing very well there.
The National Bank to Provide
Loans to Public Servants and
Teachers at Low Interest Rate
I wonder, if I could turn
now, to the National Bank of Belize Limited. The Board of Directors has been appointed. Minister Joy Grant chairs the Board.
The Deputy Financial Secretary, Marion Palacio, is the Vice
Chair; and other members are,
Mr. Dylan Reneau, the President
of the National Trade Union
Congress of Belize (NTUCB);
Mr. John Mencias, who is our
point-person with respect to
the Petro-Caribe from which a
lot of the funding is coming to
capitalize the bank; Mr. Hector
Sabido, who is the current and
outgoing General Manger of the
Small Farmers Development
Bank; and Mr. Jose Karim Marin,
who will be the Managing Director of this new National Bank of
Belize Limited. Jose Marin has a
long history of involvement in
Banking, was President at one
time of Provident Bank; and I
think we’re quite lucky to have
been able to secure his services.
I gather the Board of
Directors has now decided that
the motto of the Bank is, “Of
the People for the People”.
And, of course, the mission of

Marisol Amaya of KREM Radio

the bank is principally to make
residential mortgage and other consumers loans available to
lower to middle income Belizeans, and in particular, to Public Servants and Teachers at
cheaper rates than are being offered in the market at this time.
The Whole idea is to
put pressure, downward pressure on the lending rates
of the Commercial Banks.
We’ve indicated that the
start up capital will be provided by the Government of Belize
from the proceeds of the Petro-Caribe Funds which we borrow at 1 percent over 20 years.
We’re putting in 20 Million
Dollars, and we’re prepared to
inject more over the short term
depending on how the Petro-Caribe Program continues to develop. The Bank expects to lend to
consumers at an interest rate of
approximately 6.5 percent on
average (Applause). And they’ve
worked out what the returns will
be from that, and those returns
will be quite enough to cover the
operating costs of the new Bank.
Since the bulk of the
monies will be loaned to Public
Officer and Teachers, we expect
that there will be a minimum
non-performing element in

terms of these loans. Public Officers and Teachers are all good
people and true, but you remember my favorite Arab phrase,
“Trust in God but tie Your Camel.” There is also the fact that
we can do payroll deductions.
But it is not exclusively for Public Officers and Teachers. Other
middle-income lower-income
citizens will have access to a portion of the money. Initially, we’re
looking principally, of course,
at mortgages financing; and
we’re talking about the 6.5 percent interests on the reducing
balance, contrary to what I understand to be the case with the
commercial banks (applause).
As far as we know, the
current market lending rate for
home mortgages vary from 11
percent to 7.5 percent, so we are
immediately reducing monthly mortgage payment costs
by over 20 percent or over 215
Dollars per month on average.
We’re very, very proud
of this bank, and we intend to
ultimately accept deposits and
turn this into a full-scale Bank,
all the services. I have already
spoken about the need to use
some of that capital that, for

Continued on Page 21

In the audience, Government Ministers, Hon. Patrick Faber, Hon.
Joy Grant, Hon. Wilfred Elrington and Hon. Herman Lognsworth
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Things Looking UP in First Quarter of 2013
Prime Minister Reports to the Nation at Press Conference

Continued from Page 20

example, SSB (Social Security Board) has tied up with the
commercial banks, getting little or nothing; I can see how
we (the bank that is) will be
able to give SSB a better rate.
I should also say that the
new bank’s physical premises
will be in the building formerly owned by the Small Farmers’
Bank. We’ve already had that
transferred to the Government
of Belize. We’re winding up the
Small Farmers outfit; and there
is great benefit in that, because
in the course of that winding up,
we will write of the 4. 5 Million
Dollars in principal on the outstanding loans to the Small Farmers’ Bank, and the 2.4 Million in
interest due on those loans, and
some 700 persons will benefit
from the write-off of those loans.
So, Ladies and Gentlemen, I want to commend the
new Board of Directors of the
Bank. Perhaps, Joe Marin or
Minister Joy Grant can tell you
later how soon they expect to
complete the recruitment of the
staff, and how soon they expect
to open their doors for business. And as the doors open, the
teachers and public officers and
others can line up to start having their applications process.
One of the things that the
Bank will also do will be to hire
an officer to supervise, or at least
to monitor the construction of
the new homes. In other words,
you know, too often you borrow
money, you’re building a home;
you’re at work, you can’t check
on the contractor, or you don’t
know A from Bull-Foot in terms
of construction, and you’re taken to the cleaners. The Bank will
provide the service of checking on the contractor to ensure
that the contractor is hewing to
the standards adhering to what
the scope of work says, and thus
this will be an additional layer
of protection for the consumer.
Adele Ramos
Amanadala Newspaper:
In relation to the National Bank, a while aback you
had talked about the Government guaranteeing certain
mortgages. How would this factor into the scheme of things?
Prime Minister
Hon. Dean Barrow:
Well, we would do it for

this bank, but we still, you if go
to the Commercial Bank; because remember, this is 20 Million Dollars, it’s not a ton-load
of money; and so for those who
will go to commercial banks, especially since we’re having this
effect now where we are seemingly forcing down their rates,
we would still be prepared to put
up the 10 percent guarantee for
loans not exceeding a hundred
thousand dollars. So again, I’m
glad you asked it because that
really adds to the mix and adds
to the scope of what we’re trying
to do in terms of expanding the
home owner base in his country
Marisol Amaya
KREM Radio:
The Rosewood Amnesty:
It was allowed to go through the
full 19 day period despite all the
uproar that it caused among the
public. Can you first tell us, or rationalize allowing the Rosewood
Amnesty, and then tell us if the
Cabinet at any point wanted to
re-convene to reconsider the
Amnesty or maybe take a second
look at its terms and conditions?
Prime Minister
Hon. Dean Barrow:
Well, the answer to your
last question is, no. The Minister, I believe, had a press conference and spoke at great length
on this issues, I would have preferred to leave it there. But since
you asked me, let me just say
that I perfectly understand that
there was great force of opinion,
great strength of opinion against
the Cabinet’s decision regarding
the amnesty. One has to respect
that, and no doubt there is, hopefully, not in the long-term, but
presumably in short-term, some
political price to pay for that. But
this is clearly something about
which reasonable minds can differ. Remember that when there
was the seizure of a quantity of
rosewood and the Minister quite
dramatically presided over this
conflagration, this burning of
the Rosewood, we had all kinds
of screams and yelps and howls
of protest, how could you do
this. We turned around after
that and said, listen, what was
seized we know is just a small
portion of what is out there being hidden, which will either
just rot or the people will try to
find some back door way to get it
out. So why not do the Amnesty,

Prime Minister, Hon. Dean Barrow answering questions a
Range of Issues from Members of the Local Media
bring it in; there has to be an in- reserved for the South of Belize?
ducement to the people to bring
it in, give them share, let them Prime Minister
have the hassle of the logistics, Hon. Dean Barrow:
collecting it, we stamp it, send it
out, you give them a share; use
Well, I said that this is
the proceeds for the Minister pending environmental apand the Ministry to complete the proval. Maybe that was a little
inventory, so that thereafter we bit of a misrepresentation. Incan proceed on a proper basis. deed, the sub-committee that’s
I cannot be oblivious to public supposed to be working with
opinion; I cannot be disrespect- NCL (Norwegian Cruise Lines),
ful of public opinion, but I still when last I heard, was awaiting
think that that was a legitimate, a report from the Conservation
sensible, practical way to go. People, the Ministry of Forestry,
Fisheries and the Environment,
Jules Vasquez
as to whether any activity of the
Channel 7 News:
sort being contemplated could
legally, properly take place at
Sir, are you able to say, Crawl Caye, and if the answer
you spoke earlier in a superfi- to that is yes, what are the limcial way about the Crawl Caye, its to such activity. So, while
the option of Crawl Caye. Are there is absolutely no doubt
you taking into considera- that Norwegian is dead serition the fact that it annexes a ous, it may well be that, in view
World Heritage Site, and sec- of the considerations you have
ondly, that the National Tour- raised, the answer comes back
ism Master Plan also says that from our professional people
only pocket-cruising should be that, look, this is simply not on.

Government Officials, including Ministers, CEOs and Directors
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
In exercise of the powers conferred upon it by the Public Utilities Commission Act, Chapter 223 of the Laws of Belize, the
Electricity Act, Chapter 221 of the Laws of Belize, the Electricity (Tariffs, Fees and Charges) Byelaws, and all other powers
thereunto enabling, the Public Utilities Commission (hereinafter referred to as “the Commission) hereby notifies the general public
that it has made and issued the 2013 Annual Review Proceeding Initial Decision (hereinafter referred to as “the Initial Decision”)
for the Belize Electricity Limited (BEL; the Licensee).
Summary of the Initial Decision:
a) The Commission approved a Mean Electricity Rate (MER) of $0.4865 per kilowatt-hour, representing a 0.43% reduction in the
MER (current MER is $0.4886 per kilowatt-hour).
b) The Commission approved various adjustments to Cost of Power, Regulated Asset Value (RAV) and other Regulated Values
approved for the Full Tariff Period of July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2016.
c) The Commission approved the following Tariffs to be applied for the Annual Tariff Period (ATP) of July 1, 2013, to June 30,
2014:

Belize Electricity Limited (BEL)
Approved Tariffs for the Period of July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014
Customer Class

Service Type/
Consumption Block

$/Mth; $/KVA; $/KWhr

Rate/Tariff

Social

0 - 60 KWhrs
Minimum Charge

0.26
4.00

Residential

0 - 50 KWhrs
51 - 200 KWhrs
> 200 KWhrs
Minimum Charge

0.39
0.49
0.52
6.00

Commercial 1

0 - 50 KWhrs
51 - 200 KWhrs
> 200 KWhrs
Minimum Charge

0.39
0.49
0.52
6.00

Commercial 2

Service Charge
0-10,000 KWhrs
10,001-20,000 KWhrs
> 20,000 KWhrs

125.00
0.50
0.49
0.47

Industrial 1

Service Charge
Demand (KVA)
Energy

125.00
39.00
0.37

Industrial 2

Service Charge
Demand (KVA)
Energy

125.00
24.00
0.32

Street Lights

Energy

0.55

Note: Due to the small reduction in the MER, the only Tariffs adjusted were those for the Social customer class.

d) The Commission approved no adjustments [other than those referred to in b) and c) above] to any other previously approved
Regulated Values, Mean Electricity Rates, Tariffs, Charges and Fees in any relevant Final Decision made for the Full Tariff
Period (FTP) of July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2016.
Viewing of Initial Decision:
The Initial Decision may be viewed in its entirety at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission at 41 Gabourel Lane, Belize City,
or from a link available on its Website at www.puc.bz, which is currently undergoing maintenance.
Comments:
The Licensee and Interested Parties may submit written comments on the Initial Decision by email to info@puc.bz or at its offices
until 5:00PM on Monday, May 13, 2013.
Issued by the Public Utilities Commission on May 2, 2013
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Belmopan Kids and Youth Cup 2013
(Organized by Belmopan Football League)

Jose Mendez Real Madrid Mountian View

Week 5 Result
Youth Cup 2013
Sunday 28/04/2013          
12:00 pm
Celtic - Las Flores = 01 goals
vs Valencia - YWAM Roaring
Creek = 07 goals
Ronald Orellana - 6 min
Dmitre Fabro - 4 & 62 mins
Eddy Valencia - 27 & 40 mins

Jorge Hidalgo Manchester United San Martin

Naim Wilson - 39 & 75 mins
John Banner - 72 min
2:00 pm
Chelsea - Maya Mopan = 00 vs
Real Madrid - Mountain View
= 01
Jose Mendez- 51 min
4:00 pm    
Manchester United - San Martin = 02  
vs Barcelona - Site7 = 0
Jorge Hidalgo - 6 & 80 mins                                        

Ronald Orellana Celtic Las Flores

Clemente Jeron - 10 min
Noah Moro - 25 min
Dale Pelayo - 78 min
  
Advance to playoff from
Belmopan City Council
Youth Cup
1) Valencia - YWAM Roaring
Creek -15 points
2) Barcelona - Site 7 - 12 points
3) Manchester United - San
Martin - 9 points

4) Celtic - Las Flores - 4 points
(Belmopan City Council kids
and Youth cup took a break
over the past weekend to
support the National Agriculture And Trade Show)

(Information and Photos provided by
Peter Alvarez,
Chairman, Belmopan
Football League)

Payoff Schedule
Belmopan City Council
Kids Cup 2013
Saturday 11/05/2013
Isidorio Beaton Stadium
2:00 pm: Barcelona - Site7
vs Manchester United - San
Martin
3:30 pm
Manchester City
- Armenia vs Real Madrid - Mountain View
Clemente Jeron, Noah Moro, Dale Pelayo

Playoff Schedule
Belmopan City Council
Youth Cup 2013
Sunday 12/05/2013
Isidoro Beaton Staduim
2:00 pm: Celtic - Las Flores
vs
Valencia - YWAM
Roaring Creek
4:00 pm Manchester
United - San Martin
vs
Barcelona - Site7

John Banner, Dmitre Fabro, Eddy Valencia, Naim Wilson, Valencia YWAM Roaring Creek

(Information by
Peter Alvarez,
Chairman, Belmopan
Football League)
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