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A One Man Breakaway!  
Santino Rides to Victory in Caribbean Shores 

Santino ‘Santi’ Castillo
New UDP  Standard Bearer for Caribbean Shores  

Ride to Victo-
ry with Santi 
was his slo-

gan going into the race, 
and ride he did to victory 
on Sunday December 4, 
2011, as Santino Castil-
lo broke away from the 
pack of three, leaving his 
nearest rival almost 300 
votes behind, and rode 
into the ‘shores’ all alone.

The final count 
was 907 for Santino, 
616 for Chandra Nis-
bet Cansino, and 137 
for Ann Marie Williams. 

It was a conven-
tion that, in a sense, was 
not supposed to happen, 
since Carlos Perdomo 
had already beaten back 
a challenge from the 
young and upstart Roger 
Espejo exactly one year 
ago on December 5, 2010. 

(Espejo, inciden-
tally, later defended his 
own spot on the UDP Be-
lize City Council ticket, 
though he was not a so-
called ‘party favorite’. He 
was front and center as 
a key organizer for San-
tino Castillo in Sunday’s 
convention. As to Roger’s 
own political ambitions, 
those might be on hold 
for now as far as gen-
eral elections go, but we 

certainly haven’t heard 
the last of him in terms 
of the future leadership 
of the UDP. But that’s a 
story for another time.)

Sunday was San-
tino’s day in the sun, 
so to speak, but liter-
ally speaking it turned 
out to be a rather wet 
and challenging day for 
a voting contest, one of 
those days when a bring-
out-the-vote machinery 
has to go into overdrive. 
From all indications, 
from the get go, it was 
clear Santino had one 
of the finest and most 
efficient machines, ri-
valled perhaps only by 
the racing bikes he and 
his cycling teams have 

The Earliest Christmas Gift of the Season 
It didn’t make 

the headlines on the 
Six Thirty Evening 
News, as did the lat-
est senseless murder 
and tragic accident, 
but in the village of 
Trial Farm, Orange 
Walk District, last 
Thursday, December 

One of 250 residents awarded land last Thursday in Trial Farm Continued on Page  3

Continued on Page  14
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Editorial 

Perhaps the greatest sin of  some 
politicians is allowing themselves 
to get disconnected from their 

constituents. During the campaign leading up to 
elections, politicians set up well-oiled machinery 
to stay in touch with captains, workers and voters. 
Many abandon their machinery after being elected. 

In this modern technological era, any 
representative that abandons his constituents is 
either incompetent or does so deliberately. I believe 
that a lot of  these representatives get caught up 
in genuine ministerial duties. Others though, 
are engrossed in matters of  individual benefit. 
From my limited experience and observation, I 
believe that a few pointers can be invaluable in 
the pursuit of  staying connected with the people. 

Firstly, the same people who are involved 
in bringing the electors to the poll must always 
be involved in the delivery of  services after the 
elections. Secondly, in this modern era, Telephone 
and Internet can be key tools for staying 
connected. A third factor is the personal touch. I 
know of  one politician who has his constituents’ 
birthdays computerized and sends them greeting 
cards on that special day. I am told of  another 
grass-root politician who even delivers those cards 
himself. This is something that a person would 
have to be cold-blooded to not feel special about.

Besides putting in infrastructure work and 
executing the other functions of  an elected 
and paid government official, therefore, a 
politician must maintain that personal touch. 

When elections are called, there is no 
reason any representative should be running 
around like a chicken without a head. If  a 
representative fails to keep his connection with 
his constituents, it becomes very difficult for 
him to restart his machinery. Any politician that 
estranges himself  from his people, does so at his 
own peril. His (of  her) success will be short-lived. 

Some free advice.  We won’t  send 
a bill for it. Just don’t let it go to waste.      

Staying Connected 

Send comments to w.cut66@yahoo.com

Wayne Williams 
- Gone From Us  

This week, we 
mourn the death of a 
good friend of ours, 
Wayne Williams, 46, who 
lost his life in a tragic traf-
fic accident between miles 
27 and 28 on the West-
ern Highway on Tues-
day evening of this week. 

Wayne died on the 
spot when the Toyota Ta-
coma he was driving col-
lided with a bus as he was 
apparently attempting to 
avoid a bowser parked on 
the left side of the highway. 

Wayne was trav-
elling alone from Belize 
City to Belmopan, when 
the accident occurred. 

Wayne was the 
owner of Williams Engi-
neering Services and re-
cently took up the position 
of Director at the Central 
Building Authority (CBA). 

He was a resident of 
Belmopan and was mar-
ried with two children. 

We got to know 
Wayne through our close 
association with Min-
ister of National Emer-

gency and Transport, Hon. 
Melvin Hulse, and like 
the rest of the team at that 
Ministry, we are deeply 
saddened by his death. 

Our Condolences 
to his family, and may our 
good friend rest in peace.  

Wayne Williams along with his wife and youngest child 
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The Earliest Christmas Gift of the Season  

250 Residents Receive Land in Trial Farm

1, 2011, history was be-
ing made as close to 250 

residents were empow-
ered, making their first 
step towards become 

first-time landowners. 
They were handed 
their papers  dur-

ing a short ceremony 
conducted in the vil-

First-time Belizean landowner receives his papers from Hon. Gaspar Vega   

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 12
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Staying in Touch with the People  
Belmopan Holds Neighbourhood Meetings 

(Continued on Page 5)

Hon. John Saldivar 
Area Representative, Belmopan 

His Worship Simeon Lopez 
Mayor of Belmopan 

Over a 
h u n -
d r e d 

and fifty residents 
of Belmopan came 
out this past Tues-
day evening, De-
cember 6, 2011 to 
attend a neighbour-
hood meeting held 
at the Lionel Kings-
ley Lion’s Den in the 
Mountain View area 
of the Capital City.

It was one in 
a series of neigh-
bourhood meetings 

organized by Area 
Representative Hon. 
John Saldivar, May-
or Lopez and Coun-
cillors of the Belmo-
pan City Council. 

It is a very ef-
fective way of stay-
ing in touch with 
the people, keep-
ing them informed 
about ongoing de-
velopments, about 
the work of their 
Government, their 
Area Representative 
and their City Coun-

cil; and to hear and 
address their con-
cerns. Following the 
meetings, residents 
also get to speak one 
and one with their 
Area Representative, 
their Mayor and 
City Councillors.    

The meeting 
held this past Tues-
day was specifically 
for the residents of 
the Mountain View 
area, the Water Res-
ervoir area and the 
Police Housing area, 

all three areas consti-
tuting one of seven 
zones into which the 
entire city has been 
divided for the pur-
pose of these neigh-
bourhood meetings. 

The other six 
zones are Salvapan, 
San Martin, Maya 
Mopan, Las Flores, 
Central Site (Bel-
mopan Proper) and 
Cohune Walk/Or-
chid Garden, Pic-
cini, Habet Hous-
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Staying in Touch with the People  
Belmopan Holds Neighbourhood Meetings 

(Continued from Page 4)

Members of the UDP Belmopan City Council Slate 
(From Left to Right: Victor Perdomo, Amilcar Umana, Anna Guy, 
Mayor Simeon Lopez, Tita Balona, Joel Westby and Steve O’brien) 

ing Area/ Caribbean 
Villas/ DFC Area.

Tuesday’s meet-
ing was the first 
meeting of the 
quarter. Meetings 
are held once eve-
ry quarter in each 
of the seven zones. 

The next neigh-

bourhood meetings 
are scheduled to be 
held in the Las Flo-
res Zone this com-
ing Friday Decem-
ber 9, 2011 and in 
the Central Site 
Zone next Tuesday 
December 13, 2011 
starting at 7:00 PM.

Residents of 

Belmopan, espe-
cially those living in 
these particular are-
as are invited to come 
out and participate. 

At this newspa-
per, we congratulate 
the Area Represent-
ative, the Mayor and 
his City Council for 
this effective means 

of staying in touch 
with the people. 

It’s an excel-
lent example worth 
emulating by all 
elected politi-
cians everywhere. 

Those who 
are not doing like-
wise should con-
sider starting now. 
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Special Thank You 

Santino ‘Santi’ Castillo and his Committee thank 
all voters of Caribbean Shores who participated 

in last Sunday’s UDP Convention, especially
 those who  supported us. We look forward 

to serving all the People of Caribbean Shores. 
We take this opportunity to wish you and all the 

People of Belize a Blessed Christmas Season
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Meet Santino Castillo Seasons Greetings  From
Department of Transport

THERE’S A THIN LINE 
 BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH.

TRAFFIC SAFETY TIPS FOR DRIVERS

1. Check your motor vehicle to ensure that everything is in good working 
condition.  Example- brakes, all lights, horn, wipers, tires, spare-tire, tire 
tools, oil, water, brake fluid & dash board gauges.

2. Ensure that your driver’s license is valid and that your vehicle is licensed and 
insured.

3. Wear your seat belts at all times when on the highways.  (It is an offence for 
drivers and front seat passengers not to wear seat belts on the high ways).

4. Don’t carry passengers in the back of open pickup trucks.  (Vehicle only insured 
to carry amount of passengers as stipulated on certificate of registration/title).

5. Don’t drive if you are consuming Alcoholic beverages or taking medication 
(drugs).  Have designated driver (alcohol and drugs affect your vision and 
judgement).

6. Avoid making calls on cell phone when driving, it is best to pull off to the 
right to make calls or to answer your cell phone, don’t text whiles driving.

7. Wear your helmet at all times when operating or being carried as a passenger 
on a motor cycle.

8. Only overtake if you have a clear view of the road ahead, never overtake 
around blind curves or when driving over a hill.

9.Drive within the speed limit at all times.
10. Obey all traffic law and signs.

THINK!   DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE



Page 8                                                                                   Capital Weekly                                                Thursday, December 8, 2011 

Kingston - Prime 
Minister Andrew Hol-
ness announced on 
Sunday that general 
elections will be held 
in this island nation on 
December 29, a year 
ahead of a constitu-
tional deadline and in 
the thick of the crucial 
winter tourist season.

Elections were 
due by December 2012, 
but Holness said the 
Caribbean island's in-
ternational partners 
and lenders needed to 
know before the end 
of the year if voters 
will give him a man-
date to govern Jamaica 
for the next five years.

"Business peo-
ple are confident in 
this government," Hol-
ness asserted on Sun-
day night at a packed 
rally in the central 
town of Mandeville.

The 39-year-old 
Holness gave credit to 
his ruling Jamaica La-
bor Party for provid-
ing political leadership 
since the 2007 elec-
tions, laying a path for 
reforms and improv-
ing the debt-swamped 
island's economic per-
formance after 18 years 
of opposition rule.

He was sworn in 
as prime minister on 
October 23 and quick-
ly said he would root 
out corruption, reduce 
debt and bureaucracy, 
attract foreign invest-
ment and fight poverty. 
He's also called for an 

end to links between pol-
iticians and slum boss-
es in vote-rich ghettos.

His predecessor, 
Bruce Golding, stepped 
down in October after 
four years as prime min-
ister when his popularity 
sagged due to his nine-
month opposition to a US 
extradition request for 
a notorious gang leader. 
Labor Party lawmakers 
unanimously chose Hol-
ness as their party's lead-
er, and he automatically 
became prime minister.

Jamaica is "ready for 
a positive future," Holness 
told tens of thousands of 
partisans wearing the gov-
erning party's trademark 
green as he called the vote.

The winner of the 
December 29 election 
will face deep economic 

problems on this island 
of 2.8 million people. Ja-
maica's debt stands at 
roughly $18.6 billion.

Jamaica's economy 
has been on a meager up-
swing, but roughly 60% 
of government spend-
ing still goes to debt and 
another 30% pays wag-
es. That leaves just 10 
percent for education, 
health, security and oth-
er parts of the budget.

The Sunday night 
gathering bristled with 
a festive feel as cheering, 
horn-honking caravans 
of Labor supporters cele-
brated in the streets, wav-
ing banners and dancing 
to reggae tunes pound-
ing out of big speakers.

What remains un-
clear is how most voters 
in this heavily Christian 

December Elections for Jamaica

December 5, 2011 nation will react to gen-
eral elections coming so 
close to Christmas Day.

Holness' move 
comes as he navigates 
his government's first 
major controversy, with 
anti-corruption agen-
cies investigating a trou-
bled government pro-
gram and agency for 
alleged mismanagement 
of a stalled $400 million 
roadwork programme 
financed by China.

In recent days, 
the CEO of the Nation-
al Works Agency and 
Holness' transport and 
works minister have 
stepped down in the 
wake of the scandal.

Holness has as-
sumed responsibility for 
the troubled project and 
said no new work orders 
will be issued for the pro-
gram until an independ-
ent review is finished.

In a televised speech 
on Saturday night, Hol-
ness vowed that his gov-
ernment will launch a 
forensic audit of the in-
frastructure program 
and publicly release its 
findings. He said he 
was aware the contro-
versy "can create pub-
lic alarm and disgust."

Portia Simpson 
Miller, chief of the op-
position People's Na-
tional Party, said Hol-
ness' pledge for a forensic 
audit is disingenuous 
and "too little too late."

Her party has un-
veiled its candidates for all 
63 constituencies and says 
it is ready for elections.

(Reprinted from the Jamaica Gleaner) 

A supporter of PM Holness holding up his picture-poster 
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From the Desk 
of the Chairman 

In Car-
i b b e a n 
S h o r e s 

last Sunday, three 
good candidates 
ran, and one great 
candidate emerged 
as the new stand-
ard-bearer for 
the United Dem-
ocratic Party.

The timing of 
Santino’s re-entry 
into electoral pol-
itics, we believe, 
could not be  better 
for the UDP party 
and government.

The man 
brings great ener-
gy and likability—
that’s a given. But 
what makes him 
particularly suited 
for that constitu-

ency and most 
valuable for the 
party on the na-
tional level at this 
time is the fact 
that his knowl-
edge, expertise 
and positioning 
as a bona fide Be-
lizean business-
man is just what 
the UDP needs 
as it seeks to ‘turn 
the corner’, so to 
speak, in stimu-
lating economic 
growth in a sus-
tainable manner, 
something the 
Prime Minister 
and his Govern-
ment concede can 
only be achieved 
in collabora-
tion with the 
business sector.

Since com-
ing to office, this 
administration’s 
preoccupation, 
perhaps neces-
sarily so, has been 
with securing the 
national inter-
est and putting 
in place sound 
macro-econom-
ic structures. 

Delroy Cuthkelvin
Chairman, Editorial Board 

Its communi-
cation and collab-
oration with the 
private sector, thus 
far, had been, to 
say the least, not as 
direct and deliber-
ate as it should be. 
Hence the need for 
a forum such as 
the one conduct-
ed three weeks 
ago at Old Belize.

It is the role of 
governments to set 
direction and put 
in place mecha-
nisms to create the 
right climate for 
economic growth. 
G o v e r n m e n t s 
must be interven-
tionist in times of 
crisis in order to 
protect certain na-
tional interests and 
save key industries 
for the good of the 
Nation and its citi-
zens; and this ad-
ministration has 
had to be just that 
on several occa-
sions since taking 
office in 2008. 

G o v e r n -
ments can even 
identify the 

need or desir-
ability for new 
industries. But 
only the pri-
vate—which is 
to say, the people 
t h e m s e l v e s —
can drive eco-
nomic growth in 
a long-term and 
sustainable way. 
It doesn’t take 
an economist to 
figure that out.

So, to cut 
a long story 
short, let’s just 
say, nothing 
ever happens 
before its time. 
He’s no mes-
siah, but San-
tino, who’s first 
advent in 1993 
saw him almost 
defeating, in two 
short weeks, a 
PUP incumbent 
in Belize Rural 
South, is now 
back to finish 
what he started 
almost twenty 
years ago; and 
his second com-
ing in Caribbean 
Shores is indeed 
unfolding in the 
fullness of time. 
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Sports Update 

IIIsmael “Miley” Garcia 
National Sports Coordinator 

Ministry of Sports 

-With Ismael “Miley” Garcia 

Elections for 
the mem-
bers of the 

Football Federation of 
Belize (FFB) continue 
in all the football dis-
tricts. On Sunday at the  
FFB headquarters there 
was one such election 
for the new Executive of 
the Belmopan Football 
Association. Since the 
slate presented by Mr 
Peter Alvarez was disal-
lowed by the Electoral 
Commission and, sub-
sequently lost its appeal 
to the Electoral Appeals 
Commission of the 
FFB, the slate presented 
by the incumbent Mr 
Marlon Tillett ran un-
opposed.  Eight teams 
participated in Sunday’s  
election.  Mr Marlon 
Tillett and his slate were 
elected. Up to the time 
of this report we have 
not seen an official re-
lease of Sunday’s results.

In other FFB elec-

tion news the upcoming 
elections for the Toledo 
District will be held on 
Thursday, December 8 
at 7:00 p.m. So far two 
slates have been nomi-
nated and accepted for 
that election according 
to a release of the Foot-
ball Federation of Be-
lize. These are the slates 
of the incumbent, Mr. 
Cecil “Andy” Tillett and 
Mr. Allen Genus.  On 
Saturday, December 10 
at 1:00 p.m. the election 
for the Cayo District 
Football Association ex-
ecutive will also be held 
in Santa Elena, Cayo. 
Again we have learnt 
that two slates, one led 
by the incumbent, Mr 
Kent Gabourel and the 
other by Mr. Earl Trapp 
have been nominated 
and accepted by the 
Electoral Commission. 
In the next edition we 
will update you on the 
results of these elections. 

Interdepartmental 
softball and volleyball 
are also blazing in Bel-
mopan. These tourna-
ments are sponsored by 
the Ministry of the Pub-
lic Service, under the 
patronage of the Hon-
orable John Saldivar, as 

a way of fostering inter 
ministerial exchanges 
and building comrade-
rie among members of 
Belmopan’s public offic-
ers.  The softball tourna-
ment is being run with 
the kind assistance of 
the Cayo Softball As-
sociation and volleyball 
with the generous as-
sistance of the Belmo-
pan City Volleyball As-
sociation. The games 
are played on weekdays 
and offer an exciting op-
portunity for an even-
ing outing an relaxation 
in the city of Belmopan. 

Both tournaments 
have now entered the 
playoff stage and in the 
case of Volleyball it is 
now a best of three series 
that begun this week. 
The Immigration/Police 
team and Ministry of 
Education are battling 
for the title of 2011 In-
ter Ministerial Champi-
ons. In game one of this 
series played on Mon-
day night Immigration/
Police got the better of 
their rivals Ministry of 
Education. This means 
that another victory 
for Immigration/Police 
would seal the deal on 
Monday night but we  

expect Ministry of Edu-
cation will do their pre-
paratory homework be-
fore Monday’s matchup.

In Softball the 
playoffs are now ready 
to begin with four teams 
having qualified to this 
second round. Leading 
the four from the results 
of the first round was the 
Police team. Of course 
the playoffs is a whole 
new series and none 
of the teams will allow 
themselves to be hand-
cuffed by the police. We 
expect this round to be 
explosive and all soft-
ball fans are encouraged 
to come out and have a 
good time as we enjoy the 
healthy rivalry among 
the various Ministries.
Coach Tarr, who is the 
new Program Devel-
opment officer for bas-
ketball at the National 
Sports Council has been 
making his rounds of 
the country, promot-
ing basketball at all 
the junior levels.  
 There is excit-
ing news to report on 
this program so we en-
courage you to check 
out our sports page in 
the next edition of the 
CAPITAL WEEKLY.  

Read Capital Weekly Online 
in Living Colours at: 

belizenews.com/Capital Weekly 
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Notice is hereby given that Evange-
line Sutherland and Jorge Fuentes 
are applying for a Restaurant and 
Bar Liquor License to be operated 
at Moon Rocket, Hope Creek Vil-
lage, Stann Creek District, under 
the Intoxicating Liquor License Or-
dinance, Revised Edition, 1980. 

Notice is hereby given that Eric 
Pixabaj is applying for a Malt and 
Cider Liquor License to be oper-
ated at S.G Oasis Bar, Silk Grass 
Village, Stann Creek District, un-
der the Intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance, Revised Edition, 1980. 

Belmopan, 6th 
December, 2011- 

The Government of Be-
lize, through the Ministry 
of Tourism, Civil Aviation 
and Culture and the De-
partment of Civil Aviation, 
hereby joins the aviation 
industry in commemorat-
ing International Civil Avi-
ation Day on Wednesday, 
7th December, 2011. 

The theme for this 
day is “Assistance and Co-
operation for Globally Sus-
tainable Air Transport”. 

The purpose of the 
annual celebration is to es-
tablish and reinforce world-

wide awareness of the im-
portance of international 
civil aviation in the social 
and economic development 
of States. The role of the In-
ternational Civil Aviation 
Organization in promot-
ing safety, efficiency and 
regularity of international 
air transport should be em-
phasized in this context 

As part of the activi-
ties there will be an open day 
where the aviation industry 
will be showcasing their ac-
tivities, display of aircraft 
and the recognition of past 
aviators and contributors 
to the aviation industry. 

The official ceremo-
ny and activities will take 
place at the ITVET prem-
ises during the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

The Ministry of Tour-
ism, Civil Aviation and Cul-
ture and the Department 
of Civil Aviation cordially 
invite the general public to 
join them in celebrating In-
ternational Civil Aviation 
Day as we look forward to 
continue improving our 
civil aviation industry. 

International Civil 
Aviation Day 

Hon.Manuel Heredia 
Minister of Tourism and 

Civil Aviation

Notice is hereby given that Daniel 
Tut is applying for a Malt and Ci-
der Liquor License to be operated at 
Fina’s Bar, Alta Vista, Stann Creek 
District, under the Intoxicating 
Liquor License Ordinance, 
Revised Edition, 1980. 
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The Earliest Christmas Gift of the Season 

250 Residents Receive Land in Trial Farm

lage around 2:00 PM. 
Doing the honors was 
none other than the 
Minister of Lands him-
self and Area Represent-
ative for Orange Walk 
North (the constituency 
in which Trial Farm is lo-
cated) Hon. Gaspar Vega. 
This enables those resi-
dents to obtain their 
lease for a small admin-

istrative fee of 40 dollars, 
or to purchase their land 
and obtain full title at a 
concessionary cost of 
a few hundred dollars.     
The new landowners 
are from a wide cross-
section of the commu-
nity, including, men, 
women, elders and 
young adults, many of 

Continued from Page 3

Continued on Page 13

Minister Vega presents papers to happy new landowners 

Another happy first-time landowner 

A young father receives his land-papers from Hon. Gaspar Vega 
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The Earliest Christmas Gift of the Season 

250 Residents Receive Land in Trial Farm

whom are still under 
the shelter of their par-
ents, but who are eager 
to venture on their own 
and build new families. 
  This brings to a total 
of almost 500, the num-
ber of residents in this 
community that have 
received land since Hon. 
Gaspar Vega became 
their area representative 
and Minister of Lands 
in February of 2008. 
 Also included in 
this latest round of land 
issuance are residents 
of neighboring Otro 
Benque, which is also a 
part of the Orange Walk 
North Constituency.    

Continued from Page 12

It’s all smiles, as this new land-owner receives her papers from Hon. Gaspar Vega  

Hon. Vega and a young first time land-owner 
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Continued on Page 15 

Continued from Page 1

A One Man Breakaway!  
Santino Rides to Victory in Caribbean Shores 

ridden over the years.
When the starting 

shot was fired, Santino 
bolted out of the pack, 
flanked and emboldened 
by a peloton of his own. 

"These people are 
all voters. They all work 
for me, they have worked 
for me for the last 4 
weeks, and the inten-
tion is to get to the vot-
ing right away and start 
to work. We are going to 
lead the victory by plac-
ing it right away,” San-
tino told Jules Vasquez 
of Channel Seven News 
as he and his formidable 
team marched on to the 
convention grounds at 
Trinity Methodist Sun-
day morning to do battle.

Santino’s impres-
sive start immediately 

put his opponents on 
the defensive, which was 
more than likely, the in-
tended effect of the game 
plan. Chandra Cansino, 
dubbed by many as the 
establishment candi-
date, attempted to cre-
ate her own early im-
pressions with a huge 
flag flying on a crane, but 
on the ground, it was all 
Santi, and she could not 
help reacting defensive-
ly to the early assault.

“I have never been 
about theatrics, you guys 
know that. I have the vot-
ers here and I think that's 
what’s important," she 
told Jules Vasquez. Yeah 
right, one was tempted 
to say. No theatrics? So 
what’s with the giant 
flag on a crane? But no 
major quarrel there; and 

respect to Chandra is cer-
tainly in order,  she hav-
ing made an impressive 
showing for a relatively 
unknown first-timer, no 
doubt enabled by her 
‘establishment’ status.   

As to Ann Marie Wil-
liams, one can argue she 
had her own establish-
ment backing, being the 
regionally accepted head 
of Belize’s affirmative-ac-
tion oriented Women in 
Politics Movement, and 
having just been named 
for an award from ar-
guably the most promi-
nent woman in United 
States politics, Hillary 
Clinton. But Ann Marie 
was also clearly back on 
her heels and in defen-
sive posture in the face 
of Santino’s early assault. 

“Why should I be 

intimidated? I have my 
team, they are with my 
shirts. My booths are set 
up, and I was the first 
person out here. My sign 
is there. Why should I be 
intimidated? Cranes and 
those things don't vote. 
Come on, you know bet-
ter than that!" she told 
Jules Vasquez in an al-
most scolding manner.

By the way, Ann 
Marie is our friend, but 
we must concede she 
was a bit too defensive 
throughout the cam-
paign, although she did 
run a respectably good 
campaign overall, espe-
cially considering she 
was nobody’s favorite, 
save that of the fledg-
ling Women in Politics 

Chandra and Ann Marie side by side, with Santino in the background 
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Movement, and Hillary 
Clinton who was perhaps 
too far away to make a 
significant difference. 

As Channel Seven 
reported, though Santino 
had the most impressive 
initial numbers on the 
ground, the first votes 
to be cast actually came, 
for the most part, from 
declared supporters of 
Chandra Nisbet Cansi-
no. Among them were 
her mother and her close 
friend, the wife of the 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Kim 
Simplis Barrow, who had 
publicly endorsed Chan-
dra in a Television advert. 

Mrs. Barrow was, of 
course, accompanied by 
her husband, Prime Min-
ister Dean Barrow. Some 

have speculated that he 
must have voted the way 
his wife did, but we will 
go on record to say that 
the PM himself was de-
liberate and consistent 
in staying above the fray; 
and though he, like any 
other UDP voter in Carib-
bean Shores, was entitled 
to his secret choice, no 
one can be entirely sure 
what that choice was, and 
the PM certainly cannot 
be accused of employing 
his position of influence 
in any attempt to sway 
the decision one way or 
the other. Trust us, we 
know of what we speak.

Santino, for his 
part, confirmed that 
position in response 
to a question by Jules 
Vasquez who suggested 
that if the PM’s wife was 

supporting Chandra, so 
perhaps was her hus-
band, the Prime Minister. 

“That is not so,” 
Santino contended. “I 
personally spoke to the 
P.M. In fact he said it 
publicly that he is neutral 
on it. And he has always 
maintained his neutral-
ity; and I’ve always be-
lieved that. As I’ve said 
previously, every night 
I went to bed, I felt that 
the PM remained neu-
tral, and those that did 
support Chandra; that 
was their choice. And 
the agreement was that 
when this was over, who-
ever won, the others 
will then support them.”

Other members of 
Cabinets, such as the re-
tiring Caribbean Shores 
UDP standard-bearer, 

Carlos Perdomo, and the 
self-proclaimed ground 
commander of UDP pol-
itics, Anthony ‘Boots’ 
Martinez, were not as 
discreet –in fact, not at all 
discreet—as they parad-
ed the frontline of Chan-
dra’s convention day ma-
chinery fully-decked in 
t-shirts bearing her name. 

"The biggest thing 
on Election Day is to 
bring out the people who 
have committed to you, 
and if we are able to do 
that, we will win. You 
just have to bring out the 
people that promised, 
that said yes. It's one 
thing to say, yes, in your 
home and it's another 
thing to come out and 

Santino in the thick of things surrounded by a throng of workers and supporters 

Continued from Page 14
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actually put your X," Per-
domo told Jules Vazquez 
guardedly, in his usual 
calm, dispassionate style.  

Pushing the feminist 
line, Anthony Boots Mar-
tinez, who had just publicly 
affirmed his preference for 
women at an anti-homo-
sexual rally one day earlier, 
stated, “The three candi-
dates are good candidates, 
but I think that in reality, 
looking around in regards 
to the party, I believe that 
we need a good female 
candidate. We don't have 
any female candidate at 
mayoral level or at nation-
al level and I think that my 
choice of choosing Chan-
dra is an excellent choice."  
(Channel Seven News) 

Cansino clearly had 
what would have to be 
considered big guns on 
her side, but it didn’t take 
a genius to figure out that 
Santi was a big gun by him-

self, and what he lacked 
in open support from cur-
rent Cabinet members, 
he certainly made up for 
with public endorsements 
from respected, almost 

revered, former leaders 
of the UDP, such as Dean 
Lindo and Henry Young.

As to Ann Marie, 
as we noted before, her 
only notable endorsement 

came from members of 
the fledgling women in 
politics movement, those 
she herself was mentoring. 
They were no influential 
names in the UDP, in fact 
one of those on hand for 
the convention was actu-
ally a defeated candidate 
in a recent PUP conven-
tion, Nancy Juan Marin.        

"We are graduates 
from the first WIP (Women 
In Politics) training, but also 
we are committed to sup-
porting women, especially 
grass-roots women across 
party lines, across country, 
and so anywhere there is a 
grass roots woman running 
with true leadership abil-
ity, you will see us there." 

Another, though she 
is the daughter of the late 
Phillip Goldson, is herself 
relatively unknown, cer-
tainly in UDP circles. Flor-
ence Goldson, for her part, 
had this to say: “We are go-

Continued on Page 17 

Continued from Page 15 

Hon. Carlos Perdomo looking lighthearted at Sunday’s Convention  
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ing to support each other. 
We are going to ensure that 
women who are conscious 
women get in the House." 

A noble objective, 
perhaps, but on this day, 
it was not to be, as Santi 
rode away with the vic-
tory, defeating the two 
women who had sought 
to capitalize on the po-
litical demise of another 
man, Carlos Perdomo.          

In the end, the results 
proved not only what was 
NOT on the minds of most 
Caribbean Shore voters—
gender, but also what was 
in their hearts, the convic-
tion that Santino Castillo, 
who has been a people’s 
man in and out of politics, 
was the best man to lead 

the campaign to help re-
turn a UDP Government to 
office under the leadership 
of Honorable Dean Barrow.  
 And so, just like that, 
Santino, a true all-arounder, 
is back in electoral politics, 
having filled the position 
of UDP standard bearer 
left in Caribbean Shores 
by the untimely retire-
ment of Carlos Perdomo. 
 No disrespect to the 
Hon. Carlos Perdomo, a re-
spected and accomplished 
elder in his own right, but 
the level of energy and en-
thusiasm Santino brings is 
good news for the UDP in a 
constituency that most sup-
porters of the party coun-
trywide seem to think was 
most needed at this time.

 Clearly, this is a dif-
ferent game now in Carib-
bean Shores, and by all ac-
counts, the PUP’s hopes of 
capturing this seat seems, 
all of a sudden, like a long 
shot from way outside 
the eighteenths, if not the 
other half of the field, to 
employ a football analogy. 
In fact, the sheer numbers 
bear this out, as the over-
all turnout at last Sundays 
UDP Convention, 1608 vot-
ers, is over 500 more than 
that of the PUP convention 

earlier this year in which 
Anthony Mahler became 
the standard bearer for his 
party.   That fact, 
combined with the PUP’s 
continued leadership prob-
lems and an overall mood 
of nationalism that certain-
ly favors the UDP, Santino 
seems poised to become 
the next area representa-
tive for Caribbean Shores. 
 Of course, in poli-
tics, nothing is ever a giv-
en, and as they say, that is 
why we have the elections. 

Continued from Page 16 
Santino showing the sign of victory as the counting came to an end 
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Faith Lift 

In the same way 
the Bible begins 
with the decla-

ration, “In the beginning 
God created the heavens 
and the earth”, without 
proving whether a God re-
ally exists or how He came 
into existence, I begin 
the first article speaking 
about God and the Bible 
as facts.  If you are in need 
of proofs for His existence 
and for why the Bible can 
be trusted, then stay tuned.  
But for now, I believe we 
all need to know or be re-
minded that God is deeply 
in love with His creation 
and He has proven it in 
many ways.  As a result of 
this love, He did not leave 
His prized creation, hu-
man beings, to presume 
things on their own; He 
gave us the Bible, a guide, 
a book of instructions for 
life.  At some point in our 
lives, and for some, all the 
time we complain, ques-
tion, resist and even rebel 
against His advice and in-
structions.  But experience 
and time, especially recent 
Medical discoveries, have 
proven and will continue 
to prove that in His great 
wisdom and omniscience, 
God’s “dos” and “don’ts” 
are for our own benefit.

The first five books 
of Moses, known to the 
Jews as the Law, contain a 
great deal of abstruse in-
structions that I am sure 
the Jews questioned as 
people still question the 
Bible today .   Some theo-
logians have even claimed 
that the earlier transla-

tors of the Bible misun-
derstood the real intent of 
God when He relayed the 
information to Moses.  In 
a recent discussion I was 
told that a verse in the Bi-
ble (Leviticus 20:13) was 
wrongly interpreted and 
translated from Hebrew to 
other modern languages.  
Many other laws in the Bi-
ble are often debated as to 
whether the original mean-
ing has been transmitted to 
modern translations.  Al-
though the entire human 
race has been touched by 
suffering and calamity as a 
result of Adam’s fall, none 
can argue that those who 
live contrary to God’s laws 
often suffer unnecessarily.  
Could it be that God in His 
wisdom prohibited certain 
activities because He only 
meant to protect us from 
the dire consequences of 
our wanton desires?  This 
revelation becomes even 
clearer when we consider 
other portions of the Law.

In the Book of Deu-
teronomy (23:12, 13), God 
gave the Jews specific in-
structions on how to re-
lieve themselves.  They 
were to dig a hole “outside 
the camp” then cover their 
excrement.  The Jews may 
not have known why this 
command was given but 
today we are familiar with 
the ravages of cholera and 
other infectious conse-
quences of leaving waste 
uncovered.  We not only 
have latrines and sophisti-
cated septic tanks but have 
invented even more intel-
ligent ways of keeping ex-

crement and humans sepa-
rated since even the stench 
can make us sick.  God 
knew the consequences 
and that’s why He gave the 
command.  Until several 
decades ago, doctors trans-
ferred bacteria from the 
dead to the living because 
they did not wash their 
hands properly after han-
dling the dead.  The Jews 
who followed the inspired 
Scriptures, would stay 
away from the living for 
seven days then take a bath 
after handling the dead.  
This law was given in the 
Book of Numbers (9:11-
12).  The Jews were not as 
advanced in medicine as 
the world is today but yet 
they complied with God’s 
command and saved lives.  
Perhaps if people would 
live according to what is 
often referred to as that 
“old, archaic book” man 
would be much healthier, 
happier and even wealth-
ier from saving millions 
of dollars through pre-
ventable health practices.

Lastly, let’s take a 
brief look at circumcision, 
the removal of the foreskin 
of the penis, which is still 
practiced today among fol-
lowers of Judaism and the 
descendants of the Jew-
ish people.  God, through 
Moses, commanded that 
all boys should be circum-
cised on the 8th day after 
birth (Genesis 17:9-12).  
The writers of Scripture did 
not know why it had to be 
done on that day but medi-
cal science discovered later 
that a baby does not have 

enough clotting factors in 
their body before the 8th 
day.  The Jews complied 
with God’s command even 
when they did not under-
stand the reasoning behind 
the activity on the 8th day.

Although the Jews 
are referred to in the same 
Bible as a “stiff-necked” 
people, they complied 
with many of God’s com-
mands and saved lives.  
God wanted them to live 
in complete obedience to 
Him but they stubbornly 
rejected and did what they 
wanted on many occasions.  

We may not under-
stand, as yet, the full rea-
soning behind God’s com-
mands but we must believe 
that God never changes and 
He has not and will never 
endorse what He has al-
ready outlawed in His wis-
dom and foreknowledge.  
Although at times it may 
be difficult to obey God’s 
commands, He has made 
His Holy Spirit available to 
all who believe in His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  He will give 
us the desire and strength 
to obey even when we nei-
ther see nor understand 
the big picture.  Let us ap-
preciate what God has giv-
en us to live by and live the 
abundant life that He has 
planned for us because His 
desires and plan are never 
to hurt us but to prosper 
us and give us hope and a 
future (Jeremiah 29:11).

(Zelda Wade Hill  is the 
sister of Pastor Louis 
Wade of Plus TV fame.)

What’s up with all  God’s
DO’S and DONT’S?           By  Zelda Hill 
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Earthlike Planet Found Orbiting 
at the Right Distance for Life

National Geographic News 
Published December 5, 2011

A possible Earth twin has 
been confirmed orbiting a sun-
like star 600 light-years away—
and the new planet may be in 
just the right spot for supporting 
life, NASA announced Monday.

Discovered by the Ke-
pler space mission, the new 
planet—dubbed Kepler-22b—
is the first world smaller than 
Neptune to be found in mid-
dle of its star's habitable zone.

Also called the Goldilocks 
zone, the habitable zone is the re-
gion around a star where a plan-
et's surface is not too hot and not 
too cold for liquid water—and 
thus life as we know it—to exist.

(Also see "New Planet 
May Be Among Most Earth-
like—Weather Permitting.")

Other planets have 
been spotted in the habit-
able zones of their stars, but 
most of those worlds are Ju-
piter- or Neptune-size bodies 
that are unlikely to harbor life.

"The number of con-
firmed sub-Neptunian worlds 
in their habitable zones are few 
and far between, because they 
are the hardest ones to find," said 
Natalie Batalha, Kepler's deputy 
science team leader at San Jose 
State University in California.

(Related: "Six New 
P l a n e t s — M i n i - N e p t u n e s 
Found Around Sunlike Star.")

In fact, only two known 

planets fit this description so far—
Gliese 581d and HD 85512—and 
both worlds orbit at the very 
edges of their stars' habitable 
zones, making them more akin 
to Venus and Mars than to Earth.

"What makes this par-
ticular discovery so excit-
ing is that this planet is right 
smack in the middle of the 
habitable zone," Batalha said.

"It's also orbiting a 
star that's almost a twin of 
our sun, whereas the oth-
er two detections are orbit-
ing significantly cooler stars."

(Find out more 
about the possibly habitable 
worlds in the Gliese system.)

Getting Clos-
er to Truly Earthlike

The Kepler mission finds 
new worlds by simultaneously 
monitoring 150,000 stars for dips 
in brightness, which are indica-
tive of planets passing in front 
of—or transiting—their stars.

Kepler-22b was among 
the 54 roughly Earth-size planet 
candidates announced by the 
Kepler team in February. But 
the spacecraft needs to watch 
at least three transits to con-
firm that a signal is a planet.

"Fortune smiled upon 
us with the detection of this 
planet," William Borucki, Ke-
pler's principal investigator 
at the NASA Ames Research 
Center in Moffett Field, Cali-
fornia, said in a statement.

"The first transit was 
captured just three days af-
ter we declared the spacecraft 

operationally ready. We wit-
nessed the defining third transit 
over the 2010 holiday season."

The new planet is about 
2.4 times the radius of Earth, 
but scientists don't yet know its 
composition, because they are 
still missing a crucial piece of 
information: Kepler-22b's mass.

(See "NASA Finds 
Smallest Earthlike Plan-
et Outside Solar System.")

The Kepler team is hope-
ful, however, that the mass of 
Kepler-22b could be calculated 
with the help of a new ground-
based instrument in the Span-
ish Canary Islands that will be-
gin observations next spring.

Called HARPS North, the 

new telescope is capable of meas-
uring with high precision a plan-
et's doppler velocity—changes 
in the frequency of light from 
an object in space as it moves 
toward or away from Earth.

With this information, 
scientists can calculate the mass, 
and therefore the density, of Ke-
pler-22b and determine whether 
it's a rocky planet or a water world.

"We are really hopeful 
that HARPS North might be 
able to be a really big help in this 
quest for the mass of this plan-
et," San Jose State's Batalha said.

"We're just getting 
closer and closer to what is 
truly Earthlike, and that pro-
gress is exciting to watch."An artist's impression of the new planet Kepler-22b
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